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SERMON LI. 

Aers xxvi. 28. 

Then Agrippa ſaid unto Paul, Almoſt theu perſuadeſt 
me to be a Chriſtian. 

Agrippe's caſe, or that of an almoſt Chriſtian, deplo- 

rable, 397 

When we may be fd wo be ine perſuaded wo be 

Chriſtians, - 398 

The man's wil is omaewed, "nd te het Ge 


dily and univerſally to ſerve and enjoy him, 399. 
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SERMON 


tent, calling the Law aur ſchoolmaſter to bring ws unto 


OCEAN 


GaLaTians III. 24. 


Wherefore the Law was our Schoolmaſter to bring 
us unto Chrift, that we might be juſtified by Faith. 


HE main purpoſe of this Epiſtle is to 
rr juſtification is not by the works 

of the Law, but by the faith of Jzsus 
A Cunisr. In handling this point he an- 
ſwers divers objeftions made to his doctrine. And, 
among others, this (ver. 19. of this chapter) If the 
inheritance be of promiſe wherefore then ſerveib the 


| Law? It was added becauſe of tranſereſſizns, till the 
feed ſhould come to whom the promiſe was made. It 


was given becauſe of fin, to make it known, and fo, 


dy ſhewing the want of a Saviour, to diſpoſe the 


hearts of thoſe who were under the Law for receiving 
that Saviour, whenever he ſhould make his appear- 
ance. This he explains more fully afterwards in the 


Chriſt; by the Law he means the whole Law of 
Moſes, Moral, Ceremonial, and Judicial; and he in- 
ſiſts, that the great deſign of the whole Moſaic dif» 


penſation was to bring us to Cuaisr, hat we might 


Vor. Il. B be 
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be juſtified by Faith. Now thoſe parts of this diſpen- 
ation which were ceremonial having had their end, arg 
ceafed, they were the ſhadows of the good things to 
come, that is, of Cyr15T, who was ever the ſubſtance 
of them all, and whenever the Jews are called in, 
theſe ceremonies will not be reftored ; for fince the 
appearance of CHRIS T they have no more uſe, as is 
fully argued in the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, and ac- 
cordingly from the eſtabliſhment of his ſpiritual king- 
dom and deſtruction of the 7ewi/h polity, they are 
intirely laid afide by divine authority, however they 
hive been and ae the great occalion of Rumbling to 
the Jews. 
But then, with regard to that part of the Law 
which is moral, it ſtill remaineth, becauſe the need 
>: ure 19-1 It ſerves now, as it 
did always, to give knowledge of fin, and fo by 
— —— te Les 
his merits 3 and, in conſequence thereof, for 
power from him dwelling in us,- to fulfil in truth 
though not in perfection that righteouſneſs which the 
holy, juſt, vu. e Gop enjoins and exacts 
from us. 
— ſenſe T ſhall take the word inaf- 
much as we have no concern with the ceremonial parts 
of the Law; and | will endeavour to ſhew you how 
the commandments. of Gob, when applied to the 
conſcience, ſerde as a Schoolmaſter to bring us to 
Curry by diſcovering to us our fitifulneſs; inaſ- 
much eco m¹,snad ments of Gon exact of us a 
holineſs, which (however Gon the holy Governor of 
rr 
| i 0-43 TA 3 not, 
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greſſors of Gon's Law, I ſhall now enter on a conſi- 


the outward vr ſhip of the life; which laſt is really 


r 
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not, do not and cannot perform , 
therefore 
— for mercy through the obedience * 
A righteouſneſs of the Law 
nn It is in this manner 
ere 
apply N ern Ne 
— bp age 
r bee 
mercy, as trani- 


deration of the co 
Ali will be « 

, > Gd> 
ment for theſe Sundays in Lew: for which reaſon 1. 


iments one after another in 


purpoſe to go no farther with them than this ſeaſon 


will allow me. If G00 {| cominue 
pare. my life, and 
me among you, I may poſſibl reſume complete 
this Sohn par or: | 2 5 
© are 16, begin wich the firſt com 
vans. 
Shes ey ove gone che ends ds >, or before me. 
here I will ſhew what it is this command- 
— — — ſuch inquiries 
8 1 
bring us to Carisr. - - 
The four firſt oOMmangeanents 
ſhip Goo, with the inward — — 


nothing but formality, if the heart be not given up 


requires it ſhould be. * f 
I K 
ſhould know Gov. Know him we cannot trul. > 

3 2 Kur 


. „ „ 


fully as he is, For canft 1ben by ſearching find ont 
God ? Canſt tho find out the Almighty io perfettion * ? 


Nor can we know any thing of his ſpiritual nature 
and perſections, unleſs he reveal himfelf to us. But 


this he hath done in his word, and from thence we 
may learn to diſcern him in his works and ways. 
The Scripture gives us an account of the one God er- 
ging in a Trinity of perſons; that he is a living Spirit, 
having life in himſelf, and not from another; that his 
the ſame; that he {ives every where; that to this ever- 
dm; that he is bey altogether, being incapable of 
willing any thing. but what is perfectly right : that 
this living Spirit is tbe Maker of the world, in which 
dom 3 that he cantinnes the world and every thing in it 
in being, himſelf upbolding all things by his power, 
and maintaining every thing in the ſtate it is in by 
his preſence ; that he rules every thing according to the 
| purpoſes of bis hbaly and upright will, making every 
devils, ſerve his wiſe and holy ends; that he governs 
#s by @ Redremer, in whom, to diſplay his own glory, 


riches of his goodnels, and the abundance of his 

_ wiſdom and might; finally, that this living Gop will 

be eter nally abe ſume, his purpoſes ſhall never change, 

RF  - — ——T—— 

— 
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No fince this knowledge of GoDp as he hath re- 
vealed himſelf, is the foundation of all true ſpiritual 
worſhip, or giving the heart to him, I propoſe to 
your enquiry, and as the ground of deep humiliation, 
Whether you have been uſing all diligence in ſeeking 
to know Gop ? He hath fully revealed himſclf in 
his word for the purpoſe, and that word he hath or- 
dered to be miniftred unto you; you have not wanted” 
means and opportunities : but will you fay, that you 
have improved them as you ought ? Have you not 
been careleſs in the matter? Not given your mind to 
know Gon? Have you not diſliked to have Gon in 
o know him by the various things of life? Or heark- 
ned to the finful dulneſs of the fleſh, not beſtirring 
knowledge of Gon To this inquiry after your di- 
gence let me add, Have you experienced bumility'in 
ſearching after God? Have you come always to hear 
deſirous only to be taught, ready to believe whatever 
word or heard it curioa y, with a deſire to pry into 
 Gov's ſecrets; proudly, meerly to inform your head 
you never queſtioned the certainty of any of Gop's 
n . l. in your e of 
Gov were even ork an one as youre, that you 
= B3- is and 
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and carnal fancies and humours ? Let me aſk, whe- 
ther you be not this day, as to any thing that deferves 
the name of knowledge, very ighorant of Gop? You 
may have got a ſpeculative knowledge of Gon; io 
had Eli's ſons; for it cannot be fuppated they were 
deſtitute of all knowledge of God, and yet it is faid 
of them, They were ſons of Beliat, they knew not 
<4 the Lord; that is, whatever they knew of him, 


ſorgot him. And may not this be ſaicÞof you in one 
degree or another? Whatever you may know of Gon, 
world? your - hearts as regardleſs- and unconcerned 
about him, as if you had never heard of him. Do 


venture to aſk, whether there be not ſome of you, 


who: have not really thought of him even now, fince 


you have been here in his houſe ? And all of us, are. 


we not reproachfully ignorant and blind to the know- 
ledge of Gop in compariſon of what we ought to be? 
How little do we fee of his wiſdom power and good- 
neſs.in his works and ways ?- How forgetful often of 


his-preſence ? How. inobſcrvant of his providences ? 
How zegardlels of his. judgments, mercies, calls and 


warnings. fe conſtadtly beſetting us? Let me inquire 


Alas! that ever man 


be proud ! ſuch a thing, 


150. * . than-nothings = 
ſuch 


it had ng good effect upon them, they did hot regard 
bim as- Gop in their hearts, were unmindful of and | 


again, whether your knowledge of .GoD. has been 
ſuch as to abaſe. you as it, ought in your own ſight ? 


; Ms 
S 


you guilay or Per in this. maner? The duty of the 
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ſuch a crawling worm, ſuch a finner, ſuch a criminal, 


. fach a child of hell! O that ever the reaſon of man 


ſhoujd be debaſed to fuch a degree of ignorance as 
that man ſhould be proud! yer proud we all are by 
nature, fetting ourſelves up above all that is called 
God, faying to him, Depart from us, what, or who 
is Goo? Look back and fee, what you have reckoned 


| yourſelves; look in and ſee what your wretehel hearts 


there is between Gop and us? His excellency and our 
| baſeneſs, his power and our weakneſs, his mercy and 
our miſery, his rich grace and our ſpiritual poverty; 


have nat our hearts: yet much to learn of this leſſun? 


Do we yet o know Gop as to know ourſelves? © 
eyes, as becomes the creatures of the high Gon, the 
ſinners againſt the moſt glorious Sovereign of the 
- univerſe, the poor, miſerable, helpleſs, periſhing 
. wretches we are, — * By infinite AA 
_ almighty grace? 

n ſhall I + ak, are 


I need-not wait. for an anfwer, I am perſuaded every 


mouth is ſtopt; not one dare ſay, Lord Gon; 1 
© -have: known thee, I have fought after thee, I do 
. know thee'as T'ought to do.“ If your mouth open, 
id ran only be in that cry which alone becomes fallen 
man. Gos be merciful to me a ſinner- Brethren, 
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performances, that I would not allow there was any 
thing in chem which could in. the leaſt deſerve Gon's 
notice ʒ that I have been fo conſtantly calling on you 
to put off your rags, and ciothe yourſelves with 
nme. No vat think ye. of the 


who.is pot miſerably, condemned. in tam ects; 


not one of you that knows Gop as he ought to know 
| him, and as Gop requires we ſhould know him. And 
if the fountain be thus impure, can the waters iſſuing 
from it be clean? A true knowledge of Gon is the 
whole of Religion: as much as this is deſective, all 
the reſt muſt be ſo of courſe ; and if ve have finned 
here, we cannot be innocent any where elſe. This 
will be more evident in the mare particular conſidera- 
tion of this practical knowledge of; Gop which will 
de illuſtrated in all, the commandments. 

"Bur for the preſent I gm to confine mgKelf to the 
Fritz nd to Hen you mare diflinfty the things that 
are included in the practical knowledgs of Gos in the 
heart, which this commandment requires of us. And 
they are theſe three, to. put the whole truſt in him, to 
love bim with all the heart, and to fear bim only. You 
will eaſily obſerve that wert᷑ there in our hearts ſuch a 
knowledge of Gov as the Scripture revelation pi 
to us; were our hearts duly ſenſible that "the living, 
eternal, almighty, wiſe, holy, merciful Gop was ever 
preſent with us, we could not but traſt in bim always, 
en pon ion nfo 
— him,” and waiting always on bis pleaſure ; fear 
cocmtinually leſt we ſhould diſhonour him; in every 


£4 oe thing 


thing we do, im every thing we enjoy, in every thing 
are bur parts of a true practical knowledge — 
de neceffary fruits of it; and therefore where theſe 
are wanting we muſt be faid not to know GOD. But 
rn 
And che "_ 
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en ef dem d — are 
nenne 
moſt wiſe, ' and  unchangeable Spirit, living every 
where, 'diſpolirig every "thing, and moſt mercifully 
' towards his finful creatures i in Iisus CAT. 


Tie knowledge therefie we bught to babe of Gov 
is, that in the Redeeinier he i an alimiyhty atid moſt 
merciful Father, "ever preſent » with us, e ever able, and 


ever ready to do us g R 
" This" ir, and would have us truſt i. him, that 
HS es hed” 
bur to rely quietly, aBured] 
COOLEST 
nal. 


5 is wha. of thing. i pr pur pour 
' whole truſt in Gon? Ia your graſeri have ye put 
Baan als Toy wan yaa . 
Ra — 

ve 
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abundance: of things which yon poſitſied? In the 
midſt of your abundance, have you had as much de- 
pendence: on C for your daily-bread, as if ye had 
not aſcribe all to. his bounty, did not live on the pro- 
miſe that he would tare for you, did not humbly and 
canſtanely acknowledge, with a becoming ſenſe ot it 
on your. heart, that you received all from bim; and 
held all at his pleaſure. And do you thus truſt Gov 
this day, you that have your tabernacles in peace and 
2 is the hardeſt;part of truſt- 
ing in God, when we ate in the poſiGon.of,. his fr 
voury, eſpecially when ve erm to de in any eſta- 
bliſhed pglanon of chem, we are apt ipſcnfibly to for- 
get who gave, and who, contigues them to us ; and 
ex decenipl hearts 19 wubdees their confidence 
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B ä 325 8 
reſource) you have referred yourſeif to God in y 
worldly difficulties, have you not ftilt difteuſted him, 
conceived unworthy fears as if he had ur 
were not able, or were not careful to do for you what 
patient? Where then was your truſt in Gov? Why 
ſurely his hand was in all your difficukies and he 
e n 


bor. — crying out in their — Bubold, 
provide #oG er bir pale + ? — 4 
— — | * 
could fer an end of your diſtreſs? And then again in 
the \bodily afflitions ſent on you, have u always 
quietly reſted on the will of Go What? Was there 
never any murmuring, never any imy 115. dne 
dent with me? Never any minike of Gov's dings, 
ing ro other helps ſeparate from bim, never any rhile- 
bis protniſes ? Bur you are ready by chis time tb ſay, 
Whiy; you expect of us the perfection of faints"in 
Bn. 1, 1 os Wy pany yoo, we 

truſting 


"+ Plalm lamii. 20, 


in. Serm: 26. 
e ing on Gon is, and helping: you to this view, 
_—_ have come of it,. and that with be 
that your pride & noching bur miſerable — 
— — — alone i wor- 
o lying 5 ſelves to him who 

— oo | — — 
thy and I — — 
— — the Law to you, and 

that I eould ee 
2 tens of che Redeemer" for refuge ?— | 
But gt "have ye yur your 
— 8 Have ye ex dy ig 


ar, «Lum rey | PPS 
= modes — haſt thou 
f'Gov's dealing! by you. apt to aſk, ? « Why gol 
af Gay me thus to be tried aner me? Why 
chus heavily thy face from me? Where are An 
— were no better with, you, ? Have you 
— — n e enjoyed 
— good frames when you hav re- 
—— 


3 Catechifat. 13 

26. Lecturer on the Church — 
Serm. - |? Have ye never prefumed, | you were 
forſaken you ? | 1 ? In ſhort, 
r nnn E elſe but 
walking . 
can you ſay, you to his promiſe z conkdently 
Gop's mercy according that calmly and ou put 
w are ere comfoed or i, you yur 

} ther | COme to 

nfm in he fb e cnc capable of ! 
2 th wings ſhall 1 be fate, in judgment, 
* ſhadow of thy me, in life, in death, foul which 
Wo or eee none. 
72 ne 
7 
n will, my ſoul hat thou pleaſeſt, 
* wait on thy diſpenſe to me w ſeeſt fit, my 
"OD CD alas] hop far 
3 this day] Bus, page, 
3 ah 5 
——— 
On the "eto ran Gon i c have truſted 
ficiency, een dete da ea, we hv 
—_— mercifulneſs, queſtioned nels, 
reproached 
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neſs, ſuſpefted his power, and denied his promiſes. 
See how much fin there is in not truſting in Gop | See 
how much fin there is in our wretched hearts! O 
when will our mouths he in the dyſt! 

And what ſay you now, Brethren ? Are ye nor glad 
ye have a Saviour and Interceſſor at Gon's right hand? 
Are you for his righteouſneſs or your own? Your own, 
alas ! what? Where is it? O be careful that the ſenſe 
r 
righteouſneſs of G. 

I reſerve the Love and Fear of Gov to another op- 
portunity. Mean time try your hearts, and humble 
yourſelves in the fight and ſenſe of your finfulneſs, 
who have been this day convinced, both that you know 
not Gop 2s you ought to know, and alſo that you have 
nat put that truſt in kis nine which his word requires 
n And may the Lord enable you fo to humble 
r 
W ee 
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Wherefore the Law was our Schoolmaſter tn bring 
| te wito Chrift, that we migit be juſtified by Faich, 
CARTE 

7 moral Law of Gov, the Ten un- 
r 
in bringing us unto Cunzsr, by makjggp 
ee . Sin is the tranſgreſfion. -ofp 
Gop's Law; and if we are all chargeable with this 
we have all cauſe of humiliation. If 
every tranſereion and dijabedience received formerly, 
and hath ſtill annexed to it @ fuſt recompence of re- 
ward *, the deep meditation '  thereupo1 mult needs 
enforce us to flee for refuge to the bope ſet before us F. 
It was in theſe views that the Ten Commandments 
were to be taken under conſideration; 3 
of them was entred ufbn the laſt Lad rde. 
to which it was iffiſted upon * 
S Gov, Facher, Son and 
of religion And after be inquiries concerning our 
diltgence, 
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Love, and Fear. The former of them was then dif- 
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diligence, humility, and ſucceſs in ſeeking after this 
knowledge, we proceeded to a more particular conſi- 
deration of ſo much of that practical knowledge of 
Gop as falls under the firſt Commandment. And this 
was ſaid to conſiſt in the three great duties of Truft, 


patched. And I come now to ſpeak of the ſecond. 


Secondly, Therefore, Do we love, and have we loved 


| the Lord er God, with all ear heart, mind, font and 


frengih ? This a practical knowledge of Gop implies, 
and as far as we fail herein, we come ſhort of know- 
ing Gov. That we may be the better able to bring 
our hearts and conduct under examination on this im- 
portant inquiry, diſcover our great and ſhameful de. 
fefts, and ſo find plenteous matter of humiliation and 
for mercy, it will be needful you be fully 
adviſed of the account the Scripture gives us of Gov, 


as eminently intitled to the love of our whole heart. | 


The love of Gon is the heart's uniting itſelf to him 


as its ſole happineſs, and that from a diſcovery made 
in the mind, that be is an happineſs * 
able. And that Gop is an happin 


able is made manifeſt by the revelation be hath given 
of himſelf in the Scriptures. . They. give us ſuch an 
account of Gon and of his dealings, that we cannot 
but ſee every lovely perfection abiding in him. How 


bfy OG Wig ie wow > lnflo games, 


influenced by infinite goodneſs, and guided by infinite 
wiſdom ? Who, infinitely bleſſed in. the enjoyment of 
himſelf, needing nothing, and incapable of receiving 
— to his rr A jnflance of 

— - bs 
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kis all. graeious mind formed, not only the powers of 
heaven, but man on carth, providing for him a noble 
habiration furniſtied with every thing fit for conve- 
nience or uſe ; who hath yet more plenteouſly exhi- 
bited the richneſs of that good-will which dwelleth in 
him, in the redemption of the world by Jzs$us 
Caizisr ? Such is our Gop; a bleſſed Being, whoſe 
excellencies challenge the choiceſt. affections of our 
kart; to whom to be united as the great fountain of 
happineſs is the duty and bleſſedneſ of every reaſon- 
able creature, in whoſe favour is their life; in whoſe 
preſence their joy is full. It is eaſy to fee, that to 


ſeek for happineſs in the creature rather than Gop, to 
have rhe heart united to it rather than him, is at once 
the hi 


affrotit offered to Gov, and the ſaddeſt in: 
jars done ourſehves. "Well may Gop expect we love 
him with all our heart, and mind, and ſoul, and 
ſtrength; being fuch as he is, and we fo obliged and 
bound to him as we are] but have we this done? Or 
2 For the more eaſy reſolurion of which 
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— The" placing cor whole delight in him. 
Thus to eſteem, deſire, and delight in God, is to love | 
him; w make him our happineſs And if we have 
always dune fo without reſerve, valuing. gefiring, and” 
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delighting in other things only as they have reference 
to Gon, we may boldly ſay, we have loved him with 
all our hearts. wer warts dts 


bold-to ſay, we have done, or do this. 


Fir, Have you eſteemed Cd as your chief good, 


ners of the times, and the humours of bad compar 
Whence is it otherwiſe that, when your worldly in- 
tereſt hath been at ſtake, your boly reſolution hath ſo 
often failed you, you could not act and fpeak with 
that freedom you were wont, and you felt ſo much 
fear of diſobliging ? Whence otherwiſe, that in the 
enjoyments of lite, you have fo often forgot yourſelf, 
abuſed your time and your talents in them, been ſo 
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dull without them, and ſo happy with them ? Whende 
all or any of this but that your heart had conceived 

too much value for theſe earthly things, and too little 
for Gov? Hath eſtee med the praiſe, intereſt and en- 
joyments of life, to a degree which evidently ſhew you 
have not eſteemed Gon as your only all-ſufficient hap- 
_ pineſs ? It is plain your heart muſt have expected ſome 
manner finned againſt Gov for the ſake of them. 
Or do you now eſteem Gon as your only portion? Can 
ye ſay this day with the Pſalmiſt, Thou art my portion, 
O Lord*? What? Can the glutton and the drunk- 
ard, whoſe god is their belly, ſay this? Can the co- 
vetous perſon, whoſe god is mammon, fay this? Can 
they who are in friendſhip with the world, time-fer- 
vers, men- pleaſers, ſons and daughters of pleaſure, ſay 
ſo? Every one who hath ſet up his idol in his heart, 
whatever it be, can he ſay, The Lord is my portion? 
All ſuch have evidently taken to themſelves other 
pineſs from them; not one ef thoſe perſons doth or 
can eſteem Gop'as a portion. And all of us, have 
ve hewn to ourſelves no broken ciſterns? Are we got, 
as we „ above the eſteem and value of every 
e Do we regard them all with an holy 
indifference, becauſe of that ſatis faction we have in 
| Gop, as an alone, and moſt ſufficient happineſs ? 
Whence is it then, that our hearts are fo ready to care 
for the morrow, to meditate and plan ſchemes for 
canthly happineſs ; 9 „ 


80 to 
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v0 be ſo anxious about futurity ; ſo fearful of every 
appearance of worldly inconvenience and loſs ? 
Whence, I ſay, is it that our wretched hearts are ſo 
apt to be careful about the morrow, and bring even 
on the moſt advanced Chriſtians ſo much painful 
watchfulneſs and felf-denial to keep them in any to- 
lerable meaſure of content and mortifiedneſs concern- 
ing worldly things, unleſs it be that there lies lurking 
in the bottom of them a certain expectation of hap- 
pineſs from theſe things of the world, which at leaſt 
Are 
all ſũcient happineſs. 


© Fecondly, Have you always had, « or benm cnn mane 

a moſt ardent defire after Gad? That is, after his fa- 
vour and preſence as alone capable to make you hap- 
py ? Have you always deſired Gop's favour? If fo, 
you have ardently fought after it; with the whole 
bent of your ſoul, and without intermiſſion; your 
foul athirft for Gop, for the living Gon: but hath 
this been really the caſe, and always the caſe? Have 
the things of the world never diverted your purſuit? 
Have you never loſt fight of this bleſſed object ? 
When you were young did your heart experience no 
deſires after pleaſure and vanity, which, if they did 
not (as is molt likely) render you intirely regardleſs of 
Gop's fayour, did at leaſt repreſs the ardour of your 
deſire after it ? Or ſince that time, hath not the care 
ef the world hindred you ? Have you all along uſed 
the world in ſuch a manner, as that you have not 
abuſed it, fo as to become forgetful thereby of the 
great deſign of your life? Should you even be able 


to 
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to fay chat all along this hath been your aim from your 
youth up until now, are you alſo able to add, you 
have been deſiring Gop's favour with all your ſtrength. 
with an ardour and earneftneſs ſuited to the impor-. 
tance of the thing to yourſelf, and the condeſcenſion 
of Gov in offering his favour to you? Alas! bow 
cold-hearted, how Jukewarm, how lifeleſs have you, 
ſometimes, ſhall I ſay, or always been? the loyers 
of this world, how have tlicy þk: you bebond iy the 
eagerneſs of their purſuits? The lovers of pleaſure 
unweariedly intent upon vanity and folly, how haye 
they reproved your remiſſneſs in ſeeking the divine 
favour? O! how much wearineſs and fainting, how 
umbering and ſleeping have you known ? If 
yoh live You well « bake, have you not been tired 
quickly, and out of breath, and ready to give over? 
And then what way have you taken to Gop's favour ? 
Foe you never row r 
and fi ? The way to Gop's favour is but 
one to us finners, and that is, the Redeemer, who 
eddy el eee 
and infiſts, that no one cometh to the Father but b 72 
him. Have you therefore ſought and deſired Gop's 
favour, as always and ardently, fo humbly as a lin- 
ner ſhould do? What ? Did you always look upon 
yourſelf as a poor miſerable ſinner, who, in yourſelf 
had not the leaſt pretence to Gop's favour ? Did you 
never conceit you were good enough to deſerve ſome- 
thing, and able enough to do ſomething? Hath Jzsug 
been always your ſtrength and righteouſneſs, while 
you have been ſeeking to be, or continue in the fa- 
vour of Gop ? What? Hath it been by prayers, and 
C 3 watchings, 
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watchings, and ſtrivings, and felf-denials, and con- 
| Rant perſeverance and patience ; and yet by diſclaim- 
ing all manner of merit in all this, leaning only upon 
Ciisr, that you have been defiring and ſceking 
Gdp*s favour ? And then, if you have been ardently. 
defirous of a ſenſe of Gov's favour, you will have, 
taken all due care not to loſe what you had attained 
of it, But have you been duly careful herein? 
Have you, never grieved the Spirit, or negletted 
means, or flighted' warnings, or ventured into need- 
leſs temptations, or neglected known duties? Alſo 
hath your defire and care to pleaſe Cop in all things 
been exprefiive of all deſire of his favour? It is im- 
poſſible you ſhould be ſetting a high value on his fa- 
vour, and yet regardleſs whether the things you do 
| Pleaſe him or not. Have you then been careful to 
pleaſe Go» only, whomſoever elſe you might dif. 
pleuſe? Hach it been always your ſtudy to do his 
wilt; and have you never conſulted your own? Have 
you been continually waiting on Gop, in the ſpirit of 
converted Saul, aſking, © Lord, zwhat wilt thou have 
ne to d Have yon never conſidered your own 
humour, inclination, eaſe, pleaſure, or intereſt, ſay- 
ing at all times, and in all caſes, in oppoſigion to ficſh 
and blood, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? 
Jam content to do it. | 
Such as theſe are evident conſequences of an earneſt 
deſire after Gop's favour as our happineſs; and as 
much as we -have failed in any of theſe, we muſt al- 
lo ourſelves to have come ſnort in the love of Go 


A is. 6. 
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and who can ſay that he hath. not failed? Or who, 
that he doth not come ſhort ? What hath been hi- 
therto advanced muſt be inſiſted on to have been, and 
to be more or leſs the caſe of thoſe who can fay with 
truth in the generality of their conduct, Our deſire 
4 js to thee, O Gop, and to the glory of thy name.” 
And what then muſt: be the caſe of ſuch as have no 
deſire after Gop*s favour at all? How muſt they be 
condemned as not lovers of God; the lovers of this 
and whoſe views are all confined to this fide the grave, 
how muſt theſe be condemned? And I fear, yea 1 
doubt not, it is che caſe of many among you. My 
Friends! there are among you ſuch as live without 
Gov. in the world, and what is the ſtrangeſt thing in 
the world, (if any thing in corrupt natuse can be 
ſtrange) have not the leaſt defire after -Gop's favour, 
without it. You may indeed be ready to fay, that you 
do deſire his favour. So you may, as far as defiring 
he may not puniſh you will go. But to ſay, you de- 
fire Gop's favour as your happineſs, this you cannot 
fay with any truth; for every day convinces of the 
contrary. The happineſs you defire is merely a 
worldly one ; and therefore you do not defire Gop 
for a portion. And ſince you will have your portion 
in this world, I cannot fee how you can fo much as 

expect the favour of Gon, fince you do not ſo much 
as deſire it. O that you would conſider how every 
moment you are living in. a breach, and that an al- 
lowed one, of Gop's Law; while awake or aflcep, 
92 „ 9 
9 Gov's 
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Gov's favour! and has it not been always thus with 
you? Have you not been always. children of this 
world in the deſires of your hearts? If this hath 
been, and is your caſe, I beſeech you deceive not 
yourſelves by any appearances. Be you as liberal, 
chaſte, ſober, honeſt, exact in religious exerciſes as 
yoo wi ic in pln. your hays: jnmeple che way. of 
Gop's Commandments, for you defire not Gop's fa- 
——— O! conſider this, while yet 
there is time. While you. may have Gop's favour 
conſider this, left he pluck you away, and there be 
none to deliver you. 

Whas, 1 have been now faying concerning the do- 
- ſixe of God's favour I might ſay over again with re- 
. gard to the deſire of a ſenſe of Gop's gracious pro- 
ſence, fax i. is impoſſible to deſire the one without the 
other. He that deſires Gop's favour muſt needs de- 
| fire, his preſence, wherein alone here and hereafter is 
found the actual enjoyment of his favour : and who- 
ever deſires Gop's. preſence muſt needs deſire his fa- 
vour, without which. his preſence would be terrible. 
Nevertheleſs 1 will ſuggeſt a ſhort inquiry on this 
point, that you may ſee how far ſhort you come in 
your deſires after Gop. "Hath your care to walk in 
e ſenſe of Gon's preſence manifeſted a due defire 
after it as your greaceff preſent happineſs ? You have 
ſadly. forgotten Gop, you own ; you are ſadly apt to 
do fo to this hour: but are you ſure this is not owing 
to ſome careleflneſs on your part? Have you been 
enough diligent to obtain 2 ſenſe of his preſence. with 
you? Or when you have obtained that facred com- 
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mugion, have you been diligent” 10 maintain jt, by 
| ſcaſonable 
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work ? Have you not careleſaly loſt fight of Gop in 
vain converſation, in trifling levity, in abuſed recrea- 
tions? If fo; where then was your ardent deſire of 
Goy's preſence, when you could fo eaſily miſs it for 
want of a little reflection, or be content to part with 
it for vanity and amuſement ? Ir is well if ſome do 
purpoſely into company and riot to loſe fight of him 
and themſelves. It is well, if others be not adviſed 
ſo to do, left the thought of Gop ſhould make them 
melancholy. Alas, my Friends! do we deſire to fee 
Gop in heaven? Surely, that place will be no heaven 
for us, if we do not. But if we do, if we reckon 
prom dyno hr te, mn ogy 
ful manſion, how comes it that ſome fo wilfully, and 
others ſo heedleſsly forget Go? That we have all fo 
much to blame ourſelves for, in our little care to 
walk with Goo? We defire not God's favour, but 
exactly in proportion as we defire his preſence. Judge 
therefore how cold your deſires after Go have been; 
and remember that he who can truly ſay, I have 
* none in heaven but thee,” can ſay with equal truth, 
There is none upon earth that I deſire beſides thee.” 
116%» 


Thirdly, dive vie ava Sink or do you do- 
Eobt in God as your chief happineſs ? This delight 
conſiſts in a certain calm, ſteady, and rational com- 
placency in God, as an all-ſufficient happineſs, the 
foul reſting on him as every way excellent and ſatiſ- 

fing 
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fying. The Commandment requires we ſhould thus 


delight in Gov, that we ſhould do fo at all times, and 
that we ſhould delight in nothing elſe as our happi- 
ack ; and we have fren thar Gov is every way. a fuit- 
able objedt of thi; our delight and joy B becauſe in 
| himſelf he is every way excellent, ſuited to be ſuch a 
farisfying happineſs to his rational creatures; and hac!: 


| revealed and-propoſed himſelf to us of the world in 


this view. But now ha , or do we thus delight in 
of God's preſence with us, and his fatherly direction 
of. us, we have always enjoyed a-contented and thank- 


in this contented and thankful ſtate ? Or if compoſed 
bath this compoſedncſs ariſen only from a full ſatiſ- 
. fiednefs 'jn-Gop ?. How far is this from the cafe of any 
of us! ſome to this day do not fo much as know 
what I am ſpeaking of; are quite ſtrangers, as they 
have always been, to this joy in Gop ; perhaps would 
be ready to difpute whether'there is any fuch thing, 
at leaſt any: poſſibility of ſo being content and thank- 
ful in Gon in certain. ſeaſons of worldly diftrefs. And 
which of you hath always thus delighted in Gon, 
and that in ſuch a meaſure as to poſſeſs always a con- 


contented and diſſatisficd? Have we never un- 


thankful? Whence cle have we been fo ready to 


complain? Whence have we fo often fallen into, or 
perhaps lived long in an unthankful mood, peeviſh, 
fretful and diſpleaſed with every thing, forgetting all 


wanting? And what was that one thing wanting at 
| the 


ful frame of ſpirit. But . hath our ſoul been always 


tented and thankful ſpirit? Have we never been dif- 


God's other favours becauſe one was taken away or 
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bottom, 


2. What? in no 
and unthankful 
ce? Wan no when you ar ten —4— 
— by your friends; 
K .warkdly _ 
bove fy Dee 
ee er when you met 
— —— 
2 1505 
1 
2 . — vhs yur pi you; 
ORE as it were, let upon 


them ; 
ſeemed to gain little ground upon 
when you 


when diſorder hindred exerciſe of 
from the free 
prayer, meditation and the like 1 — 
growing — . caſes have you 
—— you? la al ales! have 
* bee wr you av 
— Gop ? Hath this been your 
fatisfiedneſs in 


with you ? And this your 
ings have gone well 
when things 


iſs ? The moſt 
wr Apa 7 pn _- 
22 joy in the world is plainly a carnal 
= vor om you worldl — ions; have 
h = 1 the whole the 
matter : — _ 12 to Joy is a rare 
none of theſe we joe? Hl ELANS 
matte cans by Ge 3 
Joy 3 but drink and be merry, 2 22 
Wen the fre *Þ not bloſſom, fruit 
N ben the fig-iree do 


fret inthe wins, then to joy in God +, this k ray 
| tobe met with.” Or if we can rejoice in Go, be 
content and thankful in adverſity, how hatd is i to 
delight in him bnly in proſpetit — 
. the great dub} of hving 
Gop : and T need not aſk whether you be guilty or 
net, . Our happineſs is, my Brethren! that Gop hath 
provided a ranſom for us in Ixsus Cizrsr. But let 
none think that propitiation fufficient without more 
ado, left he abuſe my defign and his own foul; I 
meat not to give any the læaſt room for ſecurity, while 
I ſhew that all are guilty. I would have you alf with 


deep humiliation, with felf-lothing and ſhame, be- 
take yourſelves to Cunrst. And I declate'm the 


name of Gon, that whoever doth not thus with 


humble acknowledgment and confeſſion of his vile- 
neſs lay his has on the head of J=svs, his fins ſhall 


be on his own head: There is yet the Fear of Gop to 
be- ſpoken"of;” which muſt” wg u co dur nent 


2 nee 
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Wherefore the Law was our Schoolmafter to bring 
us ants Clvifh, that we might be juflifed by Faith. 


2 


age. now to ſpeak of che Feer of Gad, in 
S correſpondence with the deſign of the 


- 


G Text, to ſtir you up with deep humiliation 


to betake — unto ennie dor 
n * 

Gon, 1 divine Majeſty, as the ab- 
ſolute Sovereign of the world, is the object of fear. 
And inafmuch as his kingdom reacheth unto all, and 
he is every way qualified to maintain the glory and the 
rights of it, he muſt be intitled to the higheſt fear 
from all his creatures. It is Gop's wiſdom, power, 
juſtice and ſovereignty over all creatures which render 
him the object of all fear. So the Scriptures ſpeak ; 
they repreſent Gop's wiſdom and knowledge as a foun- 


dation of fearing him: Can any hide himſelf in ſecret 


places, that I ſhall not ſee bim] ſaith the Lord: Do 
not T fill heaven and earth? ſaith the Lord (a). And 
again, All things ars naked and ofen te the Se of him 

with 


| (a) Jeremiah xxiii 24. 


30 Lebt on the Church Catechiſm. Serm. 28. 
with whom we have to do (). So the power of Gon 
is ſet forth as a motive to fear: O fooli]h people, and 
without underſtanding, fear ye not me ? ſaith the Lord : 
Will ye nat tremble at my preſence, which have placed 
the ſand for the bound of the ſea, by @ perpetual decree 
that it cannot paſs it, and though the waves thereof toſs 
| themſelves, yet can they not prevail ; though they rore, 
| yet can they not paſs over it (c)? Allo becauſe of his 
Juſtice he is to be feared, If ye call on the Father, who, 
without reſpet of perſons, judgeth according io every 
one's work, paſs the time of your ſojourning here in 
fear (d). Laſtly, becauſe of his ſovereignty over all 
creatures, Gop is to be feared. If I be a Mafter 
where is "my fear I am à great King, ſaith the Lora 
of boſts, and my name is dreadful among the Heathen (c). 
Yet however Gon by reaſon of his wiſdom, power, 
| juſtice and ſovereignty be the object of all fear, yet 
he is not actually feared, but when he is confidered as 
preſent: in which view Job faith, Therefore am 7 
troubled at bis preſence ;, when I conſider, I am afraid 
of him (). And the holy Spirit gives us to under- 
ſtand by the mouth of Foſbus, that Gon manifeſts 
himſelf in miraculers doings, to the end that all the 
people of the earth may know the band of the Lord, 
that it is mighty, that ye might fear the Lord your God 
for ever (g). 

Now though Cos be the object of all fear by reaſon 
of his glorious Majeſty, yet he will be differently 
feared by his reaſonable creatures, according as they 


(5) Heb. iv. 13. (e) Mal. i. 6-14. 
le) Jerem. v. 21, 22. | (F) Job xxii. 15. 
*(4) 1 Pet. 8 . | (0 Joſhua iv. 25. 


Serm. 28. Lefures on the Church Catechiſm. 31 
are differently diſpoſed towards him, and have or have 
not an intereſt in his favour. The bleſſed ang-ls, and 
perfected ſaints above, conſcious of his favour towards 
them, and their love towards him, have a fear of 
Gon, which is moſt properly a high reverence of his 
Majeſty and Perteftions, poſſeſſing their ſpirits with 
a moſt awful approbation of his government, with 
the molt pleafing ſubmiſſions thereto, and with a moſt 
perfect deteſtation of whatever is contrary to it; and 
this is what is figured out to us, by the angels being 
ſaid to cover their faces before the Lord (. Again, 
on the other part, the inhabitants of hell are poſſeſſed 
with a fear of Gen's Majeſty, which is full of hor- 
ror, becauſe they have both the utmoſt deteſtation of 
his government, and lie under the immediate fury of 
his wrath, which alſo they are conſcious they ſhall 
never eſcape, becauſe they are fure he will never be 
reconciled to them, The evils believe ond tremble (i). 
In like manner the fear of Gop will be various upon 
earth, according as men are conſcious that they have, 
or have not an intereſt in his favour ; if the incereſt 
in Gop's favour be iure, and love of Gep more ad- 
vanced, the fear of Gop will have more of that hea- 
venly reverence, and leſs of that tormenting appre- 
henſion juſt ſpoken of. If there be no intereſt in 
_ Gov's f:our, and the confcience is awakened to fee 
the danger of the ſtate, the ſear will be a bad one, 
proaching to the dread of devils, perhaps void of 
all reverence and big with hatred and diſlike of Gos 
Power and Majeſty. Yet two things muſt be noted 
for the clearing this point, 
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his preſence to it; and there the ſoul of the ſinner 
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Firſt, That fince we are now in a ſtate of trial, our- 
fear of God may not, and cannot advance to ſuch a 
degree of heavenly reverence, as excludes all appre- 
henſion of Gon's future judgments ; for this were to 
cut off one of the two great motives to the practice 
of religion. Cxn1sr teaches us to have reſpect to 
the wrath to come, that we may flee from it, as well 
as to the recompenſe of reward, that we may obtain 
it: for he faith, Fear bim who is able to deſtroy both 


| foul and body in bell (k). And it is plain, St Paul had 


reſpect to it, when he faith, Lf that by any means 1 


ſhould be a caſt-away (1). 


Secondly, That there can be actually no fear of 
Gon, where there is no ſenſe of Gop's preſence on 
the heart. There is no fear of God before the eyes of 
the ungodly ; becauſe ſuch perſons have not God in all 
their thoughts. The reaſon is, that now Gon waits 


loſe fight of him in their carnal enjoyments, while he 


withholds his fury from falling on them. But in the 
world to come it ſhall not be fo : there the foul of the 
faint ſhall be ever full of reverence, becauſe Gop 


ſhall eternally com te a moſt delightful ſenſe of 


ſhall ceaſeleſiy tremble, becauſe Gop alſo ſhall be 
preſent with it, pouring out the fury of his indigna- 5 
tion upon it. 
From the whole we may eaſily collect, that the 
fear of God in man is not ſuch an angelic reverence, 
as 


(4) Matt. x. 28. — (/) 1 Cor. ix. 27. 
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as if we had never ſinned againſt him; (for in tais 
reſpect there is a difference between angels and ſaints 
even in heaven; the ſaints never forget they were fin- 
ners, though the remembrance be wirhout pain or 
fear, yea rather with a humility that enlivens all their 
praife and joy) or as if we were now perfect, or were 
delivered from all the pains and penalties which the 
juſtice of God hath annexed to fin; but it is fuch an 
apprehenſion and veneration of God's wiſe, mighty, 
and glorious Majeſty, as makes us jealous for his 
, and fearful of his diſpleafure : and this both 
as we have offended him, and left we ſhould offend 
him, 


I. As we have offended Gon, this apprehenſion and 
veneration of God's Majeſty ſhould keep alive upon 
our hearts a due and deep concern for his glory, _— 

we have thereby injured, and for his diſpleaſure, w 
we have thereby incurred. 


Fir, A deep concern for the plory of God's majeſty, 
which we have injured by our fins. We cannot be 
ſuppoſed to have any veneration for Gop's majeſty 
without this. Let us fee how a concern for Gop's 
glory in ſuch a cafe doth expreis itſclf. 


Firſt, In godly ſorrow. Peter, as foon as he had 
denied his Maſter, went aut, and wept biiterly (m); 
for what did he weep, but the diſhonour he had done 
his Maſter ? It was that which pained and grieved his 

Ver. II. D heart, 


(n] Matt. xvi. 77. 
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heart. O what a monſter did he think himſelf! and 
have we lothed ourſelves, and humbled ourſelves in 
godly forrowings, whenever we have diſhonoured 
Gop's Majeſty by our fins ? Whence is it then that 
ſo many of you have committed and too many of you 
ſtill do commit the moſt deadly fins, the fins of 
ſwearing, and drunkenneſs, and filthineſs, and fab- 
bath-breaking, and feel no concern about it, find no 
ſhame upon the matter before Gov, if ye take to 
yourſelves any ſhame before men ? Whence, like the 
ſons of Sodom, are you bold and hardy to do what 
you lift? Alas, with inſolent diſregard of Gop's 
majeſty, you ſay in your hearts, 2 is Lord over 
us? While you ſin without fear; yea, make a mock 
at fin, and deſpiſe the fear of the Lord. Thanks be 
to Go r 
e of you, how diſproportionate have been your 

wings to your ſins? Have we not all reaſon to 
d 
diſhonoured Gov fo much, and lothed ourſelves fo 
little ? 


Secondly, In jrtifying God's majeſty in the ſentence 
that be hath dentunced againſt fin, according to that 
humble language ; That thou mighteſt be juſtified in thy 
ſayings, an mig hieſt overcome when thou art judged (n). 
Now have we juſtified God in his againſt us? 
And have we always done thus? Hath the veneration 
we have had for Gop's majeſty made the curſe he 


hath pronounced againſt us appear equitable to us? 
Have we never. er ſecretly queſtioned nn it, or 


l) Rom. iii. * 
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complained of its ſeverity ? Many are doing this 
openly, and inſiſting that the righteous Gop will not, 
or ſhall not thus deal with his creatures? Many do fo 
openly ; but if you have eſcaped this infolence, have 
you never done it ſecretly, either queſtioning whether 
you were not fo righteous as to deſerve Gon's favour, 
or diſputing whether his curſe juſtly belonged to you, 
or conceiving hard thoughts of him concerning it, or 
murmuringly demanding in your heart, Why haft 
thou made me thus? So charging your fins on Gon 
to juſtify yourſelf? Have you always lain down un- 
der the ſtroke of juſtice, giving glory to Gop's ado- 
rable Majeſty, and faying, from the full conviction 
of your heart, I is of thy mercies, O Lard, that I am 


not utterly conſumed ; thou baſt done right, but I have 


done wickedly. O enter not into judgment with thy ſer- 
want, for in thy fight ſhall no fleſo living be juſtified ? 
Will you venture to ſay, you have thus acquitted and 
juſtified Gop in your heart in all and every one of 
your fins, without * and without diſput- 
ings ? 


Thirdly, In a quiet ſubmiſſion to God s cerrefions. 
Have you always acquieſced in the juſtice and even 


mildneſs of them, that they were leſs than you de- 
ſerved ; ſay ing, Rigbtecus art thu, O Lord, and juſt 
are thy judgments ? Thou art rightecus in all thou baſt 


brought upon us? Why ſhould a man complain for the 
puniſhment of his fins ? Brethren ! have we never for- 
gotten God in the matter? or complained with wicked 
Cain, My puniſhment is greater than I can bear ? or 
bins cnagy > caris the day that we were born, with 

= 3s Job? 
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Fob ? Have we always owned, Thy judgments are 
« juſt, when the deſire of our eyes hath been taken 
« away at a ſtroke,” when our proſpects have failed us, 
our friends have been taken from us, when we have 
been left deſtitute and forſaken, when Gop's viſitati- 
ons have fallen thick upon us one following in quick 
ſucceſſion upon ancther ? In all caſes have we been 
quiet, nor aſked Gop, I bat diſt thou? Adoring his 
Majeſty, and giving glory in the bottom of our hearts 
to his juſtice ? The too common way is, we provoke 
Gov by our ſins to puniſh us, and then quarrel with 
him for doing ſo. O where is the reverent veneration 
for Gop's juſt Majeſty, while we are fretting againſt 
all his diſpenſations which do not fuit our humours ; 
finning with a high hand, and with as high a hand 
refuſing to be corrected; murmuring, unpatient, an- 
gry, as if Goo were doing us wrong, as if he had 
no right to do with us as he pleaſes, as if by our du- 
tiful demeanour we had a claim upon all his favours ! 
A right apprehenſion of, and veneration for Gop's 
majeſty, while we ſee what fin is committed againſt 
it in the world, ſhould make us rather admire there is 


_——_ x 9 a 5 
hive is © mack: and be who is laintec 


ae 
of that wretchedneſs he has to go through in this vale 
of miſery; at the pains, ſickneſſes, death which he 
ſers waiting for him. But, 


Secondly, As we have Goned againſt Gop? $ majeſty 
Qur hearts ſhould be impreſſed with a due concern about 
bis 
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his diſpleaſure which we have thereby incurred. But 
now let us ſce what concern we have had, or yet have 
about God's diſpleaſure againſt our fins. 


Firſt, Have we not been, or are none of us now, ſe- 
cure in our fins? David could fay, Ms fleſh trembleth 


er fear of thee, and I am afraid of thy judgments (0) 


but hath it not been, or is it not our language ftill, 
Saul, take thy eaſe, eat drink and be merry? Have we 
never acted as though we had made a covenant with 
death, and put away the evil day far from us? If we 
have not retuſed the fear of the Lord more or leis, 
even to turn with all our hearts at his reproofs, whence 
is it we are all ſuch poor ſcholars in that wiſdom 
which the fear of the Lord would have taught us? 
or whence have ſo many of you this leſſon all of it 
ſtill to learn, after all of us have paſſed through fo 
May we not all fay, we have been ſhamefully ſecure 

about Gop's diſpleaſure at our fins? My Brethren, let 

conſcience be confulted, are there none among you 
this day, who have cauſe to ſay, I am ſtupid, I 
« am ſenſeleſs ; fool that I am, I live as if God were 
« not able to puniſh; as if my forgetfulneſs ſhould 
 «. ſtop the courſe of Gop's vengeance; I live as eaſy 
« as if I were ſure Go was reconciled to me, 
« and death, come when it will, ſhould certainly 

„ convey me to Abrabam's bolom ; and yet I am 

« ſure, as I am that I live, that death, ſhould it 
* come, (and it is coming, it is ſtriding up towards 
* my Gas cs Gm cm; 09 (3. conan; ors 
3 D 3 « tremble 


te! Pſelm exix. 120. 
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« tremble at the thought!) it would take me away, 
« and hurry me, alas! not to Abrabam's boſom, not 
« to the paradiſe of Gop, not to the bleſſed place 
«« where-there are pleaſures for evermore, but (and 
« can I any longer be eaſy at the reflection? ro mi- 
« ſery and flames and torments? Yes, death, ſhould 
« jt now come, would carry me at once without de- 
% Jay, without hope, without mercy, to that dark 
* and dreadful place where dwell the devils and all 
WSWS VO IEC WET WENIIONY 
them allo for ever!” 


Secondly, Hath our concern about Gop's diſplea- 
ſure by reaſon of our fins driven us to Gop's mercy 


in Jesus CurisT ? They are few who have ſo much 


concern about Gop's diſpleaſure againſt them for their 
fins paſt, as to come to Car1sT with an honeſt and 
_ chooſe to be happy, and they would be glad if Cn 186 
would make them fo, but it muſt be on their own 
terms; he muſt diſpenſe with their forſaking fin, with 
an holy and an heavenly life, elſe they will be excuſed. 
They have not fo much fear of Gop's diſpleaſure as 

this comes to. They will hold it out a little longer ; 
they will rather run the riſque of all that Gop can 
inflict than ſubmit to theſe hard Goſpel terms. What 
I am faying is no new or ſtrange thing. It is as old 
at leaſt as the days of Chulsr, when, we are told, 
Many went back, not able to endure ſuch bard ſayings (p); 
and it is no ſtrange thing to one and another of you 


(e John vi. 66, 66. 
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here preſent, I doubt not: yea, we all know it, in 
ſome degree, by experience. The very beſt have 
found it no eaſy matter to part with all for CHR, 


whatever apprehenſions they — 
diſpleaſure. But, 


Thirdly, l you have betaken yourſelf to 
mercy in the Redeemer, are you to have no concern 
about your paſt fins? Yes ſurely. I ſaid above there 
will be a humbling remembrance of fin in heaven; 
and I ſay now, that the beſt ſaint upon earth is not 
at liberty to forget his paſt fins. I am ſure neither 
David nor St Paul did fo: and that to keep them 
humble, to enliven faith, to excite love, (according 
to that of our Lord, He that bath much forgiven, will 
love much) (q) to ſtir up praiſe, thankfulneſs, and re- 
deeming the time. And do we, or have we as we 
ought, thus concerned ourſelves about paſt, and I 
ſuppoſe now forgiven fins? ho will fay this? Who 
will fay it for ſo much as one hour ? It is not fit we 
ſhould be terrified about paſt fins when we are come 
to Carisr; but it is fit we ſhould remember the dif- 
pleaſure of Gop under which we then lived, the dif- 
honour we did his Majeſty, the danger we brought on 
our fouls, and the grief we brought on the ſoul of 
Jesvs. This is a part of a religious and childlike fear 
of Gop; and I leave you all to judge if you do not 
come ſhort in it. Yet, 


| Fuurthly, Fear of Gov's diſpleaſure by reaſon of 
paſt fins is often flaviſh, and that is very contrary to 

| __ SR the 
60 Luke vii, 47. 
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the fear we are now ſpeaking of; and pecuharly dif- 
honourable to Gon as a merciful, as well as righte- 


no concern about Gop's diſpleaſure ſimply conſidered, 
but about the puniſhment which is the conſequence 
of ſia, and of that diſpleaſure. A good child will 
be forry he ſhould have done any thing to deſerve his 
father's diſpleaſure, a ſelfiſh ſlave regards not how any 
are affected by what he hath done, but what he is like 
to ſuffer. This latter is a bad fear, and contrary to the 
duty we are ſpeaking of. Let if your greateſt con- 
err or hath been, 
that you may not be puniſhed ; if you mean nothing 
but yourſelf, { yrs 204: nee — apicvnd, but 
only frightned at the thought that Gop ſhould be 
diſpleaſed wich you; if you could be eaſily enough 
reconciled to have finned, could you be ſure Gop 
_ would never call you to account for your fins, yours 
z a laviſh fear; and it argues that you have not any | 
veneration for Gop's Majefty, nor childlike concern 
about his diſpleaſure againſt you: this was the fear of 
Alam after he had ſinned, I beard thy voice in the 
garden, and I was afraid. ,t is time now to paſs on 
to the other branch of the fear of Gop, having ſpo- 
ken ſufficiently of that concern which a due appre- 
benſion and veneration of his awful Majeſty, as we 
have offended him, ſhould preſerve in us. 


u. The cther was, that ſuch a fear of Gop as 
makes. us jealous. of his honour and. icazful of his diſ- 
pleaſure, /bauld keep us from offending bim and diſpleaſing 
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bim. CT IOC 
theſe four things. 


Firſt, 26 all ſin. 


Secondly, An aftual Se of all evil matios in 


Thirdly, A wachfulne again herpa. 


Faurthly, An holy eare not to diſhonour Gov in the 
uſe of any of his good creatures. ME | 


Firſt, Have we not cauſe of humiliation, and of 
crying unto Gon for mercy, in that we have not had 
a greater deteſtation of fin? To hate fin is the great 
fruit of a true fear of Gop: for as a true fear of Gop 
is a moſt high veneration of Gop's majeſty, and a 
"moſt awful apprehenfion of Go p's diſpleaſure, fo 
"where this is, there cannot but be an entire hatred of 
all chat fin, which diſhonours Gop's majeſty and in- 
eurs his diſpleaſure, and is the only thing that can do 
fo. Wherefore there is no ſuch thing as really fear- 
ing Gov, without deteſting and lothing fin, and this 
of whatever kind it be. Sin will be abſolutely and 
_ univerſally hated, wherever the true fear of Gop is. 
Indeed, the love of fin is confiſtent enough with a 
ſlaviſh fear of Go; nay is, what is a main cauſe of 
that ſlaviſn fear of puniſhment. Gop would not be 
dreaded, were not his government hateful, and it is 
a love of ſin only can make it fo. We ſhall need 
therefore look well to it, that we abſolutely hate from | 
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the bottom of our hearts all evil ways, all ſinful 
practices, and all ſinful tempers, and all the ſinful 
motions to the one and the other that are in our na- 
ture, elſe we have not the true fear of God in us. 
It is eaſy to apply this. The carnal mind, with all 
worldly, and proud affections and luſts, have they 
always been hateful to us, and hated by us as they 
ought? Who hath not found fome longing after the 
fleſh-pots (r)? or who hath ib perfected holineſs in 
the fear of Gon as to be able to fay, Al falſe ways 
T have utterly abborred(s) ? Were this the caſe, how 
comes it that the catalogue of our actual fins is ſo 
large, and that we have all ſo much to confeſs, and 
to be forgiven? Would our debt have amounted to 
fo large a ſum, had we actually, abſolutely, and duly 
hated and abhorred all evil ways? No. The love. of 
them was at the bottom too much, and the fear of 
Gon too little, in the many fins we have to anſwer for. 
When we at any time indulged intemperance, was 
there not the love of the fleſh ? When we made com- 
pliances through fear of men, was there not the love 
of ' praiſe? When we truckled to the humour of ſome 
one we had expectations from, was there not the love 
of the world prevailing in us? Doubtleſs, we have 
not feared Gop as we ought; and I wiſh there may 
be any true fear of Gov in the moſt of us now. In 
ſach caſe we ſhall quickly ſee many fins laid aſide 
which are now in practice among us; and therefore 
— daTat; ol 


Secondly, 


(oy Exodus xvi. 3 3. 
(-) Pſalm cxix. 128. Old tranſlation. 


tte body of fin, is the beſt and only certain fign of 
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| Secondly, Have we actually rejected all evil motions 
in our hearts? This is but a of the 
other. And the reaſon why I make a diſtinct head 
ol it is, only to have it more diſtinctly noted; be- 
cauſe a watchfulneſs over our hearts, and a ready re- 
jection of whatever evil motions are raiſed there by 


2 true hatred of fin, and conſequently of a true fear 
of Gon. I ſtop not to aſk, whether you have never 
indulged evil motions in your heart? Luſtful, worldly, 
proud or malicious imaginations? This is but too 
certain; but 1 obſerve that ſuch motions, improved 
into evil imaginations and thoughts, by the conſent to 
and delight of the heart in them, are both the nurſery 
of all outward fin, and in themſelves fo many actual 
fins before God; who perfectly knows the inward 
parts, requires truth there, and plainly diſcovers that 
in ſuch caſes there is a great defect in the fear of his 
holy name. It was the fear of the heart-ſearching 
Gop that made David fo earneſtly pray, Prove me 
and examine my thaughts, look well if there be any way 
of wickedneſs in me (t). And we muſt ſee to it whe- 
ther there be in us ſuch an holy fear of God, as makes 
us watchful over our deceitful hearts that are conti- 
nually, like a muddy fountain, ſending out ſome 
filchy thing or other ; and whether we be ready to put 
our hand to the knife, and flay all ſuch evil motions 
in the birth. If ſo, Gon will ſay of us, as he did 
of Abraham, New 1 know that thou feareſs me, ſeeing 
theu haſt nat withblden from me thy maſt beloved incli- 
nations. 


60 Plalm cxxzix. 22, 26. Old tranflatien. 
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nations. O that ſinners would but caſt their eyes on 
vail within them in fo ſhort a ſpace! they would find 
| at once that they knew not the fear of the Lord. 


Thirdly, Hath the fear of offending Gop made us 
watchful againlt all temptations? As much as the 
fear of offending Gop- poſſeſſes our hearts, it muſt 
needs be, we ſhall not willingly run any riſques of 
doing it. And needleſsly we run riſque of offending 
Gov, when needleſsly we run into temptation. Now 
hath Gop-nothing to lay to our charge on this ſcore ? 
Few have at any time fear enough this way ; and 
tations. Some indeed court fin, run wilfully into 
would not be frequented as they are : -and where then 
in ſuch perſons is there any fear of offending Goo? 
What? Doth the drunkard fear offending Gov, when 
de runs wilfully to the alchouſe; or the lewd perſon, 
when he betakes himfelf to the brothel ? Is there any 
fear of Gov in the heart of him, who will be a com- 
panion of thoſe who fear him not? This hath been, 
and is the cafe of too many of you. And of whom 
in ſome degree hath-it not been the cafe not to fear 
temptations ? Alas! the more we ſearch our hearts 
ern n 


| — Hath ben of Que belies foe 
liſhonouring him in the uſe of any of his good crea- 
tures ? T9 © n 

and 
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and is what is meant by doing all things in the fear of 
Gop. And it is the more to be noted, becauſe in 
things allowed we are moſt apt to be off our guard. 
It is to no end I ſhould aſk careleſs perſons it they 
have not been without this fear, ſince they always are 
ſo, and know not the difference between the uſe and 
abuſe of an allowed thing ; aſking only if there be 
any harm in it, while they make it ignorantly harm 
to themſelves by their abuſe of it. But to more ſe- 
rious perſons I obſerve, there is not one of the ne- 
ceſſaries or comforts of life which we ſhall not ſinfully 
abuſe, unleſs we uſe it in the fear of Gon. Our 
ſleep, refreſhments of meat and drink, our time, our 
friends, our books, our children, our every thing is 
capable of ſinful abuſe, by being uſed to indulgence ; 
not in the fear and to the glory of Gop, but to ſelf- 
pleaſing, and to the hindrance of neceſſary duties. 
I deſeech you all to bring yourſelves under examina- 
tion upon this point. You will all find plenteous 
matter for humiliation from it. It is a great thing to 
be able to ſay, I have uſed this world in the allow- 
<« able things thereof, as not abuſing it.” 

Thus much of the fear of Gop. Apply what you 
have heard, and the Lord give you underitanding for 
Cun 18 IEsus' fake. 


SERMON 


* 


SERMON XXIX. 


GaLraTians III. 24. 
Wherefore the Law was our Schoolmeſter to bring 
us unto Chriſt, that ur might be juſtified by Faith. 


LEST HAVE ſpoken fully of the Gt Con. 
7 I di mandment with a view of ſhewing you 

#8 what the Law faith and expects, and that, 
3 
humble ourſelves, and betake us to CuRIs T. And 
now I will enter upon the ſecond Commandment with 
The firſt Commandment enjoins a practical know- 
ledee of God, or giving the heart to him in the diſ- 
poſitions thereof. And this is the lite and ſubſtance 
of all the following Commandments, which are only 
kept, in proportion with the devotedneſs of heart to 
Gop which there is in keeping them. More particu- 
larly we can only worſhip Gop, as our hearts are ac- 
enen 
nething of this all worſ:ip can be but 
formality : we can neither pray nor hear nor wait cn 
Cod in 6— ſpirituality ; fo thefz 
my? 
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muſt be lifeleſs ſervices, unprofitable to us, and not 
honourable to Go. 
This feeond Commandment requires us to worſhip 
Gop. And the worſhip of Gop muſt be according 
to Goy's revealed will. Now the Scripture requires 
we ſhould worſhip God in a reverent uſe of prayer, 
At preſent I will ſpeak of the Sacraments, reſerv- 
Tagge And theſe 
ee 


ee thoſe 
ſuch as I hope may be of fervice to fuch of you as 
are now to approach the Lord's table. 

Let it be remarked once for all, that there are four 
things needful to a right performance of religious 


Firſt, Sincerity, from a ſimple deſire to pleaſe God 
in our worſhip, becauſe he requires it at our hands as 
a means of our honouring him and profiting our- 


Secondly, Diligence, which is an earneſt ſtriving to 
worſhip, and to profir by it. 


Thirdls, Faith, which is a believing that Gov will 


accept us in our worthip for — 's lake, and bleſs 
it to us. 


Funrtby, 8 which i is mp of 
the Majeſty of that Gop with whom we tranſaft.—. 
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Let us ſee for the preſent how far we have walked in 
theſe rules concerning Baptiſm and the Lord's Sup- 
Per. 


Firſt, With regard to Baptiſm how this Sacrament 
is the inſtrument of admiſſion into Ca ist's family, 
by which the baptiſed perſon becomes intitled to Goſ- 
pel benefits, and voluntarily engages for Goſpel du- 
ties, namely, that mortification of fin and holy living 
which are repreſented by waſhing the body with wa- 
ter, and which St Peter calls the anſwer of a good con- 

ſcience before God (a). See then, ſince we came to 
| years of diſcretion have we been ſincere and true to 
our Baptiſm ? Did we immediately on coming to 
thoſe years claim the benefirs it gave us a right to, 
and diſcharge the engagements it laid us under? Who 
will fay this of himſelf ? Who will ſay from the hour 
he was capable of it he has always reſpected himſelf 
as a child of Gon's family, valued as he ought the 
relation, and faithfully hath walked as a dutiful child 
of his heavenly Father? Will you venture to ſay, you 
have been thus fincere with Gop in his Covenant, at 
no time ſtarting from it? Or are you now fincere ? 
Alas, how many are unfaithful, not claiming their 
privileges, and diſregarding their duties ? In whom 
fin even now reigneth, and to this day unwaſhed 
from their iniquity ! to fincerity let me add an in- 
quiry about your diligence in this baptiſmal tranſ- 
action? Have we been diligent to make our calling 
ſure? Diligent in ſeeking the grace of Gov ; diligent 
in ſtirring up the grace that is in us ; diligent in the 

Vor. II. E uſe 


(a} 1 Pet iii. 21. 


facred Trinity? Have you not rather regarded your 
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uſe of all inſtituted means; diligent in living to Gop, 


in mortifying, and dying to fin; in ſhort, diligent 


before all things and as we ought in our fpiritual and 
covenant work ? Alſo, have you been believing, that 
is to fay, truſting with all confidence on Gov's faith- 
fulneſs to make good whatever was promiſed and en- 
gaged for to you, when you were baptiſed into the 


baptiſm as a matter of form with which you had little 
concern; or negligently undervalued and forgotten 
the privileges you were admitted to in baptiſm ; or at 
beſt not failed often and much in claiming thoſe ſpi- 
ritual bleſſings in time of need, which Gon had fo 


| kindly engaged himfelf by that inſtitution to make 


good to you? To ſpeak the truth, we have almoſt 


which this divine ordinance ſeals between Gon and us: 
baptiſm ſtands for a mere cipher, I may aſk, who 
hath any reverence for it ? or where is it ſhewn? Is 
there any thing of that ſacred reverence which is due 
to a divine inſtitution ſhewn when we bring our chil- 
dren to it ? From one end to the other, do we treat 


it as a Sacrament ? Is not the chief care, to procure 
Sponſors who may be able to bear an extravagant and 


needleſs expence, and then to entertain them in ſuch 
fort as to ſay the leaſt doth very ill become the de- 


voting a child to God's ſervice, and that abſolute re- 
—— the child's name, of the pomp and 


vanity of the world, together with the carnal defires of 
CT Gm eee Is there 


get the vows which are on ourſelves ; and do but little 


loſt ſight of thoſe both benefits and engagements | 
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act the baptiſmal Covenant in our own perſons, when 
we bring others to it, and folemnly pledge our care 
for their godly education in it, Or is this the only 
time when we do not reverence our baptiſmal engage- 
ments and privileges? It is a ſaying among the Turks, 
„What, a muſfelman, that is, a profeſſed ſervant 
40 of Mahomer, urn 


— But what regard Wande 
our baptiſm ? It is renounced every day by the neglect 
of the moſt that have been ſealed with it, who live in 
an utter contradiction to it, lighting Gop's ways, and 
keeping in with the world and the fleſh, fo ferving 
the devil. - And 1 would Gon any of us had been 
without blame on this ſcore. But, 


Secondly, With regard to the Lord's Supper. Now 
this I hope you are ſenſible is ſuch a remembrance of 
the death of CHRIST, as that while therein we receive 
him to us we renewedly by that receiving ſurrender 
ourſelves to him as his diſciples, in a living union 
with him, and in a loving fellowſhip with one ano- 
Cusn is r to believers as an all- ſufficient Saviour, and 
them to CurIsT as loyal ſervants and faithful diſci- 
ples and 5 —— — 
and fellow -ſervants: if ſuch be the communion of 
ſaints with Canis and one another 2 
ſtitution of our Lord's own appointment for the pur - 
pole, it will be ſeaſonable to afk in view to the ap- 
proaching Ordinance, and I leave you to make appli- 
cation for the time paſt. 


— 
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Fir, Are you ſincere herein? That is to ſay, are 
you truly deſirous that Cnxrs r alone be your Savi- 
our, becauſe you find an utter inſufficiency in your- 
ſelf, and an all-ſufficiency in him to help you in 
every need of your foul, whether reſpecting your 
guilt or the ſentence of the Law, or the power of 
corruption, or the force of temptation, or the deceit- 
fulneſs of your own heart, or the vigilance and ar- 
tiſice of the devil, or the work you have to do, or 
the ſhortneſs of your life, or the approach of death 
and judgment: for any or all of theſe things do you 
deũre fincerely help from Cha isr, giving glory to 


dim as alone able and mightily able to ſave you; and 


faying with Peter, Lord, to whom ſhould I go, thou 
baſt the words of eternal life ? And I know and am ſure 
that thou art that Chriſt the Son of the living Gad (b). 
Alſo are you fincere in this, in determining that Cu xis r 
alone ſhall be your Maſter ? Doth he who knoweth 
all things, even the ſecrets of your heart, read there 
the unfeigned characters of loyalty for his ſervice, 
and exceedingly aſhamed of yourſelf for your paſt 
unfaithfulneſs you are come now to him with an ho- 
neſt and true heart, earneſtly hoping and ſtedfaſtly 
purpoſing by his grace, that never more you will be 
aſhamed of him, or deny him, or betray him, or fell 
him for intereſt or reputation, or friends, or life? 

Can you fy atfo with wank en of yRre 
heart, that you are ready to all offices of love towards 
Cunisr's members and your fellow-members? Can 

you 


4% John vi. 68. 
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you chearfully eat this one bread and drink of the fame 
cup in token of your brotherly affection; and as your 
pledge that you will gladly do all in your power to 
promote their greateſt intereſts; and that you are ready 
to receive all their kind aſſiſtance for the edificatian of 
your own ſoul? 


Secondly, To ſincerity have you added diligence in 
this matter? Are you come prepared ? Have you 
examined and judged yourſelf that you might not be 
judged of the Lord? Is Cuxisr precious to your 
foul? Do you long to taſte of his goodneſs? Are 
you come with an hungring appetite to eat the fleſh 
and drink the blood of the Son of Man; diligently 
having ſought out your wants and his fulneſs? Is your 
forting grace? Have you been diligent too in trying 
whom you have pierced ; in ſtirring up all your 
graces, and putting on the wedding garment ? Have 
you beheld the man, till you have mourned, till you 
thought of all the wonders he hath done, of all the 
wonders he hath done for yow, how he hath plucked 
you from the hands of the enemy, and led you, and 
raught you 10 go, and kept you from falling, and 


wonders he hath yet to do for you have you been 
mindful, wonders in grace and glory ? Have you me- 
praiſe and thankfulneſs is impatient to come before 

E 3 


bi 


lifted you up when you were down, and to this day 


54 Leͤcures onthe Church Catechifin. Serm. 29. 
him in this not the leaſt teſtimony of his love; to 
come and tell him of his wondrous doings, and to 
devote yourſelf, your whole ſelf, foul, body and ſpirit to 
him as a too little return for his wonderful love? And 
wauld you think it worſe than death ever any more to 
part from him, to deny or difgrace him? But more, 
have you been diligent that your love of Cazisr 
might be enlarged to all his people ? Have you been 
earneſtly ſeeking that all prejudices might be done 
away, and to have your heart taughe the gracious 
tenderneſs of a Car +s7-like affection, ſo that you can 
ſay, Nu laue net in werd and in tongue, but in deed. 
aud. in truth (d), and truſt that CHa is ſhall own 
you by this mark to be his diſciple ? 


confidered attentively who hath ſpread the table; and 
what are the proviſions which are ſet before you ? Do 
you ſee CHRIS under theſe ſigns of bread and wine; 
and are you come to feed your heart and eyes in this 
repreſentation of the dying love of Jzsus * You have 
weighed his own words, - This ts my body which was 
given for you; and this is my blood of the New Teſta- 
ment which was bed for you, and for many, for the re- 
miſſion of fins ? And what, do you verily believe it 
ſhall be even fo as he hath faid ? Only believe and 
in the repreſentation. here made of him, Faith makes 
the promiſe a living word, and feeds on the body and 
blood of CarisT in the power of the promiſe ; Faith 
looks to Jzsus at the right hand of Gop, is affured 

1 of 
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of his power to fulfil his engagements and of his 
faithfulneſs to his promiſes, and draws out of him a 
feaſt indeed, to the eſtabliſhment and refreſhing of 
the ſoul. Are you believing therefore? In ſpite of 
all your manifold paſt iniquities, in ſpite of all your 
infirmities and ſpiritual poverty, in ſpite of what- 
ever trials and diſcouraging appearances, do you be- 
lieve that there ſhall be an accompliſhment of the 
things which have been ſpoken? This is to deal with 
Cannrsr as a faithful and powerful High-prieft, and 
to enter into the heart of his deſign in leaving behind 
him this pledge of his love, this aſſurance of his care 
and protection till he come. Yet, 


Fourthly, Are you come with reverence? Amidſt 
all che triumphs of your Faith, are you mindful who 
you are and with whom you are to tranſaft ? That 
you yourſelf are a vile ſinner coming to fit down at 
your Maſter's Table, who is alſo the moſt high Gop? 
The thought indeed ought not to terrify you, but it 
ought to awe you. Have you therefore been ſo mind- 
ful of your fins, and ſo abaſed in your own eyes, that 
you could not think of drawing near but in the merit 
command. And, when even thus you are embol- 
dened to approach, are you impreſſed with a deep 
ſenſe of your vileneſs, of your unworthineſs of fo 


high an honour, and covered with ſhame while you 
are admitted to ſo near an approach? Believe it, my 
Friends, the higheſt archangels rejoice to miniſter un- 
der him with whom you are about to feaſt. You muſt 
needs then be humble when you come near to his Ma- 


E 4 jeſty. 
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jeſty. You muſt needs admire and adore and be full 


of lowly reverence of his preſence, while he thus 
condeſcends to us finful duſt and aſhes. 


hile you 
cannot bur have reflected how far ſhort you have come 
in all theſe things, or at leaſt in fulfiling your ſacra- 
mental engagements, on former occaſions. Who 
can ſay, with all this ſincerity and diligence and faith 


and reverence, I have always attended on the Lord 


at his table ? Let the thought of former miſcarriages 
ſtill more humble and abaſe you, let it alſo increaſe your 
fear and watchfulnefs. And O that others, who have 


neglected or profaned this high and holy ordinance, 
may be ſeaſonably brought to a ſenſe of their guilt 
with regard to this important branch of Chriſtian 

worſhip ! 


* . - 
* 


; * 
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GaraTians III. 24. 
Wherefore the Law was our Schoolmafter to bring 
us unto Chriſt, that we might be juſtified by Faith. 


KE@*@AHILE we ar proving ourkives by the 
. $f 2 the holy juſt and good Law of 

God, bringing our hearts and ways un- 
N der examination by one and another of 
the divine Commandments, do not our fins obſerve- 
ably increaſe upon us, our guilt grow up to a moun- 
tainous fize, and are we not conſtrained to cry out 
the hairs of my head ? But Brethren, do we and can 
we alſo ſincerely ſay with him on the review, My beart 
| bath failed me; O Lord, let it be thy pleaſure to deli- 
ver me: make haſte, O Lord, to help me? Are we 
cover our face, and our hearts failing us are we cry- 
ing mightily to our Gon that for his mercy's fake in 
Jzsuvs Cunisr he will have mercy upon us? Have 
we thus improved the word we have already heard, 
mg 
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ing other than adding fin unto ſin? Why do we ſuffer 
the devil to catch away the word from our hearts as 
ſoon as we have heard it? In truth this is too gene- 
rally the caſe among you. You come and fit here as 
Gov's people, you hear what is faid to you, you 
plainly. perceive that the matter we treat is of the laſt 
importance to your fouls: but when this is done, 
where are the fruits? O that fuch fruits were found 
among us as God doth moſt certainly and moſt rea- 
ſonably expect! you ought to have been long ago a 
humble believing heavenly people, full of love to 
Gon and to one another. But is this the caſe ? Hath 
not Gop cauſe to fay of us, my Brethren, All day 
lang I have fireiched forth my hands anto a diſobedient 
and gain/aying people (a)? They will not hear, they 
will not regard; I have ſhewn them their filthineſs in 
the glals of my Law, but they go away and forget 
what manner of men they are; they go away and 
forget all that I have ſaid to them, they do not me- 
own hearts in their chambers digeſting the bread I 
have given them to eat, they forget all that I have 
ſpoken, one loſing it in care, and another in pleaſure, 
and another in and another in floth, every 
one in purfuit of the particular luſt of his heart. Yet 
my word ſhalt nat return unto me vaid (b). I beſeech 
you, Brethren, is not the word Gop's ? You know it 
is. And is not the miniftry of it Gop's own appoint- 
ment? You know we are no leſs than ambaſſadors 
for Gon, and his meffengers to you. And is not the 
2 aaa. + 
do 
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do you not by your coming hither profeſs yourſelves 
to belong to Gop ? I beſeech you after all, how will 
you anfwer it to Gop, that you remain ſtill fo idle, 
that you hear and do not, that you hear and uſe no 
endeavour to do, forgetting as ſoon as you have heard? 
O that you would duly conſider the awful declaration, 
That the ward of the Lord ſhall not return unto bum 
uaid: that the word you hear in this houſe is a bleſſing 
ar a curſe to your fouls, is life or death to you as. 
yourſelves improve or diſregard it!— - But to draw 
nearer the point. 

Our conduct is under examination reſpecting the 
ſecond Commandment. And this Commandment 
was faid to injoin upon us the worſhip of Gop in a 
due uſe of Prayer, the Word and the Sacraments. 
As the occaſion then required it, I ſpake of the Sa- 
craments the laſt Lord” day. And now I am to con- 
fider Prayer and the Word, with a view of bringing 
your conduct under inquiry, and ſo of ſuggeſting 
cauſe of humiliation, and of application to the blood 
of JIxsus for mercy. 

You will remember that four things were ſaid to be 
requiſite in order to a religious diſcharge of every part 
of divine worſhip, that it might be ſo done as to glo- 
rify Gop and profit us. Theſe were Sincerity, Dili- 
gence, Faith and Reverence. We will apply theſe to. 
6 And, | 


Firſt, ** we Pile ron in the uſe of Gon's 
Word? There is a generation, who deſire nat the know- 
ledge of Cd's ways (c), and therefore care not is come 

| ; : to 


(c) Job ai. 14. | 
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to the light left their deeds ſhould be reproved (d); or if 
they do come to inquire at the mouth of the Lord, it 
is hypocricically, not with an honeſt heart and ſingle 
eye; ſimply defiring to know whar the will of the 
Lord is, though it ſhould be never ſo much againſt 
their own inclinations ; but like wicked Abab wanting 


the word of the Lord to ſpeak good concerning their 


caſe and not evil; that is, wanting to have the word 


ed end, that they may be more fatisfied and eaſy in 
their pernicious ways. Now we know that as Satan 
can transform himſelf into an angel of light, fo an 
Scriptures ſpeak the language of hell ; becauſe it is 
wiſhed they might correſpond with the prejudice or 
inclination of the heart, it is eaſy to believe they do. 
Wherefore in the hearing or reading of God's word 
have you never had your prejudices; did you never 
want the Scripture to be of your humour or opinion, 
coming thereto with preconceived notions, and fo 
more apt to warp and diſtort its rr 
to be judged by it? There is more of this i 
in the world than is thought of : and dhis is (he vai 
why men of all perfuaſions do think the Scriptures 
ſpeak on their fide. They come with prejudice, and 
ſo 
way, they eaſily do fo, catching at every word which 
is not a Popiſh infallible interpreter, but a ſimplicity 
and true honeſty of heart. But fay if you have not 
brought your prejudices with you againft Gop's word? 


Have 


(4) John iii. 20. 


of Gop on their ſide, and that merely for this wretch- 


longing to find ſomewhat which may favour their 


I 
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Have you never in or after hearing had your diſguſts 


againſt it? Have you always hearkned to it with a 
childlike teachableneſs and meekneſs, or rather inſtead 
of humbly and thankfully applying all to yourſelf, 
have you not been unwilling to hear its declarations ; 
and its judgments, becauſe they were fo ſevere; its 
precepts, becauſe they are ſo ſpiritual ; its prohibi- 
tions, becauſe they are ſo ſelf-denying; its means, 
becauſe fo oppoſite to fleſh and blood? Whence is it 
otherwiſe, that ſo many of yuu have been wanting me 
to propheſy to you ſmooth things, and complaining 
of me that I am often hard and terrifying and carry- 
ing things too far, when nevertheleſs you all know in 
your conſciences I ſpeak to you but what Gop ſpeak- 
eth in his word? In ſhort, As rew-born babes, have 
ye defired the fincere milk of the word, that ye may 
grow thereby (e)? As a child doth the breaſt, have 
you always loved and always defired the word, al- 
ways received it when offered you, always fed upon 
it and made it the whole nouriſhment of your foul ? 
Your diligence in the uſe of it may beſt ſhew you 
your ſincerity, and therefore I aſk, 


Secondly, Have you been diligent in the uſe of 
God's word? Have you been diligent to hear it pub- 
licly miniſtred? Hath your place been never vacant 
in the church? or when vacant, was it always an ab- 
ſolute neceſſity, fo as that you can appeal to Gop you 
did nor come for this only reaſon, becauſe you could 

not, or at leaſt becauſe you were fatisfied in your con- 
ſcience it was his will in your circumſtances you ſhould 

not ? 


(e) t Pet ii. 2. 
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not Have you been diligent to read it in private? 
Hath your Bible at no time lain by covered with 
duſt? or is it not the caſe with you perhaps, that 
you have never yet provided to have ſuch a book in 
your houſe? Was this becauſe of your poverty ? 
What, all your life ſo poor ? Have you never ſquan- 
dered more than this would amount to? or even in 
the moſt neceſſitous caſe, would you not beg if you 
were never able to buy? Or ſay you could not read; 
have you been diligent to meditate on what you heard 
therefrom? You could think: have you thought on 
Gop's word ? this is required of all, whether readers 
or not readers: have you endeavoured always to hide 
it in your heart? All the day long hath your ſtudy 
been in it? Have you made it your delight and your 
counſellor ?! —Gop's command concerning the Scrip- 
tures, Tou Hall teach them your children, ſpeaking of 
E NN dg he prne 
walkeſs by the way; when thou lieſt down, and when 
thou riſeſt up(f). It means plainly that the Scriptures 
muſt be the matter of our ordinary converſation. Be- 
fore the buſineſs of the day begins and when it is 
ended, when we fit at our tables, and when we walk 
abroad, our converſation muſt be from the word of 
Gap? This might you all &, whether lows 

uned; but this have you done, or do you? Are 
1 your family, your houſes, your ta- 
bles, your walks, witneſſes for you herein? Alas, it 
is greatly to be feared the word of Gop is more in 
the mouths of ſome to jeſt upon it, than of others to 
ſpeak of it with honour. Indeed we are aſhamed of 


Y Deut. zi. 19. 
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ſo unfaſhionable a thing. And while it is baniſhed 
eur familiar diſcourſes, our fouls ſuffer abundantly 
from the idle vain trifling inſignificant matters we en- 
tertain one another with in our friendly intercourſes. 
| But have you been diligent fo to uſe the word as to 
profit by it? Have you made diligent preparation for 
fuch uſe of it, by praying for a meek and under- 
ſtanding heart, that you might be able both to know 
and receive the will of Goo concerning you? Have 
you been diligent to apply it to yourſelf rather than 
others when you have been hearing or reading it, al- 
ways laying home to your own foul the doctrines, re- 
proofs, corrections and inſtructions it hath fpoken to 
you? And have you alſo been diligent to do what you 
have been taught, carefully keeping the word in your 
heart, and recalling it for uſe by recollection and 
prayer ? To talk over the, Sermon one with another, 
to it, was a good old cuſtom among Chriſtians. Have 
you defired or endeavoured to do this? or rather, 
have you not too often careleſsly forgotten as ſoon as 
you were gone from church whatever was ſaid to you? 
And how could it be otherwiſe, when you would paſs 
your Sunday evenings in viſits one with another; and 
when in them you would ſpeak your own words on the 
[abbath-day (g). To ſpeak freely, I never expect to 
ſee that perſon religious indeed who continues in this 
practice, and thereby breaks at leaſt two Command- 
ments at. once as ſoon as departed from the houſe of 
Gop, the fourth by an abuſe of the Sabbath, the ſe- 
cond by a careleſs and wilful forgetfulneſs of the word 


(s) Taiah Iviii. 13. 
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ſpoken. I fay then once more, have we uſed the 
word with diligence ? or have we not all been ſadly 
negligent to read, to hear, to ſpeak of, to improve 
tit? And to what ſhall we aſcribe this, but to want of 
fincere love of it? Let us take ſhame to ourſelves be- 
fore God, that while we have been fo deſirous to hear 
or read or talk of any matter of pleaſure, we ſhould 
have been fo backward to Gop's word; and been 
amuſing ourſelves with that which doth not profit, 


while we have been neglecting what alone can make 
us Ge „ 


e 
| There is ground enough for believing the Scriptures 
to be the word of Gop ; but yet to believe them ſuch. 
with the heart is no flight matter: indeed there is no 
doing it of ourſelves, for this Faith is the gift of Gov. 
To uſe the Scriptures in Faich, is not only to receive 
every and any part of them with ſuitable temper and 
diſpoſition of ſpirit, but eſpecially it is to have all the 
great points of them lying on the heart; to entertain 
in the heart the threatnings and curſes of Gon againſt 
fin, with an humble acknowledgment and awful ado- 
ration of their reality and juſtice; to entertain the 
promiſes with perſuaſion of their truth, ſatisſiedneſs 
in their fulneſs, and content that they ſhall ſurely be. 
accompliſhed ; to entertain the precepts with delight 
as being holy, juſt and goed; to entertain the prohi- 
bitions with willingneſs and readineſs ; and to enter-- 
tain the means preſcribed with defire and thankfulneſs. 
And have we thus received the word? Sinners, ſee 
you not that Gov's curſe againſt * 
hath 


wa 
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hath never humbled your hearts; that you do not 
take one of his promiſes relating to this or another 
life into your heatts, ſo as to reſt upon and be influ- 
enced by it; that heartily and from the bottom of 
your fouls you hate all which Gop bids you do, and 
with full choice love and follow what he forbids you; 
that you experience no defire after the means Gop af- 
fords us and uſe them with a moſt wicket indifference? 
And where then is your faith in God's word? Be- 
lievers, have Gop's threatnings awed you as they ought 
now and always, and his promiſes encouraged you; 
hath what he bid been received with chearful delight, 
and what he forbad been forfaken with utter deteſta- 
tion; or have you always uſed the means with deſire 
and thankfulneſs ? Have you uſed the word in faith? 
Though you believe, have you no cauſe to ſay, Lord, 
help mine unbelief ? Put yourſelves to the trial, hath 
heard it? Whence then, hath the hearing of Gop's 
terrors drove you no faſter from the wrath to come, 
or the declarations which you have had made to you 
ſo often of Gop's mercies, allured you no more to 
Iss? Whience is the Law of Gop fo little tran- 
ſcribed into your hearts, and the law of fin fo little 
mortified there? May not Cazisr well complain of 
us, O faitbleſs generation, how long ſhall I be with 
you? Hew long ſhall I ſuffer you (b)? One and all of 
us, we have great cauſe of humiliation for our little 
faith in Gon's word. And, be it remembred, that 
nothing more diſhonours Gop than this, ſeeing not 
to believe his word is to make him a liar ; ws, 4 

Vos. II. F 
(5) Matt. xvii. 17. 
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dim unfaickful, to ſuſpect him weak or changeable or 
miſtaken. Alas, who can know the depth of that 
myftery. of iniquity, tbe heart of man, when ſo much 
= ara Bur, 


93 Awe we ve wh se wand undd eu- | 
| rence-?- Brethren, in all reaſon we ſhould approach 
- Gov's word as if we heard Gon ſpeaking to us. For 
the ward: is Gop's revealed will, the declaration of 
Gon mind to us and concerning us. The difference 
is not ſo much whether the inſtrument he uſes be the 
voice of a man, or the voice of an angel; the thing 
zun that whit we hear or read is the c+- 
: clayation of Gon's mind to us. And I will leave you 
t judge in what manner we ought to attend upon 
Hop revealing his mind to us. Only conſider that 
he is the glorious eternal almighty Majefty of hea- 
ven and earth, and we duſt, aſhes, finners, and you 
will eaſily perceive that with our faces on the earth, 
with the deepeſt proftration of ſpirit, ſtruck into awe 
-and reverence we ought to attend the manifeſtations 
ef his mind. But now, are you not already con- 
founded in the recolleftion- of that little reverence, 
 wherewjth you have fo often attended on the moſt 
high Gp ſpeaking to you? How wandring, cold 
and inattentive you have been ! how lightly you have 
regarded ! how heedleſsly you have approached! how 
Nn the miniſtry is Gop's 
eſpecial way af ſpeaking. A thought which ſhould 
make the preacher and the audience both to tremble, 
Feſt eicher ſhould profane the word of Gov. And is 
— 2. 0 * 
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| meſſengers ſhould be heard with curioſity, with cri- 
tical remarks only: on the abilities of the preacher, 
with contention againſt his declarations, with an in- 
fulting indifference, with a horrid flight, diſdain, and a 
licentious air of dilregard ? Is it fit that meſſages 
from heaven ſhould be received with that irreverence 
they too often are? Attention is not enough, there 
muſt be reverence ; reverence not of the man, but of 
heard; to ſee whether your irreverence hath not been 
2 ſignal cauſe of your little profiting. by what you 
hear, and to weigh what. that word of the inſpired 
preacher. meaneth, Keep thy fook whew thou gocft into 
the houſe of Cod, and be more ready io bear than (o Mer 
the ſacrifice of » fools; for tbey know not that they do 
4 a ; „ er. of the 


u. . 
we have made of prayer. And they will be but a 
few, becauſe what hath been ſaid concerning the Word 
may be ſo e ap ec d 0 this matter of prayer. 
Yer Fafk, a 


Bit. e 
e Sincerity in prayer is an un- 
ae ene. But 
I fear there is much ſeeming prayer | where there is 
kreſe unfeigned defire. Dil you never fe for co 
2 | trite 


(s) Ecclef. v. t. 
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trite heart and full of godly forrow for your fins ; or 
for a new heart and new ſpirit ; or for faith and love 
and other graces; or for Gov's bleſſing on the 
church; or for the converſion of ſinners; or for the 
eſtabliſhment of faints ; or in ſhort for many other 
things which have been the matter of your prayers 
(if not elſewhere yet in this boule at leaſt) when at 
the bottom you really deſired none of theſe things; 
or when your deſire of them was ſo very weak chat 
you could hardly call it fincere? | 


" Sly, live we bern Aizen ka janger? DAY: 
gence implies that we are conſtant at our work, and 
buſy while we are in it. How have you been con- 
ſtant in prayer? This you ought. Continue inſtart in 
prtyer, and pray. without" ceafing (i), are Scripture 
injuictions. But ſome pray not at all. Perhaps they 
are more than may be thought of. Truly I ftick not 
to pet in the number all ſuch as pray not in fecrer, 
though they appear in the congregation. That they 
may do and never pray, unleſs an unmeaning repeti- 
tion of words ſhould be called prayer. And if they 
had any thing more, any the leaſt grain of the ſpirit 
of prayer and ſupplications, it would bring them on 
their knees in private as well as public. And others, 
ate they as conſtant as they ſhould ? (let the queſtion 
be put to any of you all) Have you been always con- 


ſtaat? At no time have you needleſsly neglected, or 


cauſelefsly been diverted from it? And when you 
have been thus employed, have you been always buſy, 
n **. and all your ſtrength em- 

| | ployed 


1) Rom. xi. 12,-t Theſt v. t. 
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ployed upon it? Whoever prays indeed ſhall often 
find it no eaſy work. There ſhall need much wreſt- 
ling, wreſtling wich the fleſh, wreſtling with the 
world, wreſtling with Satan? And what have you al- 
ways wreſtled, and always vanquiſhed ? Whoever you 
are, I am fure you are crying out, ** Lord, forgive 
me the iniquity of my holy things.” 


Thirdly, Have you alſo prayed in Faith? Now it is 
the very nature of ſuch prayer to caſt all manner of 
care and every burden on the Lord; guilt, corruption, 
trial, temptation whatever it be, to come and lay it 
all upon Cux is: and this with a certain confidence 
in him; which both doth him the higheſt honour, 
and makes him beſt pleaſed with us. It charges 
Cans with all, and leaves every thing with him. 
It fays, „ Lord, here are all theſe fins that I have 
« done; here are all theſe temptations I have to 
« ſtruggle with ; here are all theſe corruptions to ſub- 
« due; here is all this work to be performed; and 
«« Lam a poor helpleſs thing: behold I lay ic all upon 
« thee, and leave it all and every part of it with 
« thee. And I know that thou canit, thou haſt told 
e whole. It is thy 

<« office to do fo, and thou delighteſt to do it: Lord 
1 caft all my care on thee.” There is no other 
boldneſs in this than what the promiſes of Gop en- 


courage and give ſanction to. Such is the very prayer 
of faith. And I muſt Jeave yourſelves to judge how 


far you have approached the rhrone in this ſpirit. | 


— Here you prayed wich rivermer ? What, 
always ? and with all due reverence ? as ſpeaking to 
= F 3 Gov 2 
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Gop ? You know. how great a reverence, how pro- 
found a humility becomes you a creature and a finner 
when you approach the great Gon. But hath this at- 
tended you in all your approaches? Whence then is 
it that ſome are fitting on their ſeats? That others are 
unconcernedly gazing about while prayers are here 
offering up? Is this reverence? 1 do not fay that 
wandring thoughts lamented and contended with, ſhall 
render prayers ta the maſt merciful Gon, offered up 
in Cur1sT's name, of no account: but you muſt. 
needs ſee that fuch thoughts argue a want of due re- 
verence. And which of. you bath had fuch an abid- . 
TEAR nan 
of that Gop with whom be hath been 
prayer, as to be altogether free of them ? 2 
not this have been owing to an haſty and. unprepared 
ruſhing into Gopꝰs preſence ? And then what ſhould 
that tonvince of, but that we were not folemaly 
W r eee 
about to hold with Go 

D en And let 
the whole convince you: how exceedingly you have 
this ſecond Commandment, which regards 
the 'inftitured — TR Gs * 
22 | 
Add the inquiries Wr 
ſecond Commandment to thoſe which were made from 
the firſt, and then ſay if you have not abundant need 
of a righteouſneſs. better than your own, and how juſtly- 
the Apoltle ſays in the Text, that The law is a ſcbool-. 
maſter to bring us unto Chriſt, that we might be juſtified. 
by ſaith. I ſhall be greatly rejoiced, if theſe conſi- 


derations drive any of you to him, or nearer to him. 
| And 
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And much need there is they ſhould drive us all to 
1 
the Law abideth on us. | 
is ah. cy Bats, X xo ide» fi 
ingly to Cu RISsr it muſt be in a way of true humi- 
| liation; lothing yourſelves, aſhamed, forry, and greatly - 
humbled for all your tranſgreſſions againſt Gop's ma- 
jeſty. Remember that Ci n1sT did not come to be 
a miniſter of ſin. Gon forbid. But he came to give 
us encouragement and to give us power to repent. 
And how much greater will our damnation be, if ta 
our tranſgreffions of Gop's Law we add fo horrid an 
mung DEA Ws: 
us to take liberty of continuing in fin? 
Aan the faint for the e 
reſume it again, if Gop permit, at the return of this 
ſeaſon. Bur truly that is a great way off: and. who 
can ſay that either you or I ſhall live to fee it. © Cer- 
tainly many of us ſhall not. If it ſhall pleaſe Gon to 
take me in the mean time, what you have already heard. 
will be his witneſs againſt you, and you muſt ſee to it 
that you be ready to give a faithful account of the 
improvement you have made o it at the day of judg-. 
ment; where we ſhall aſſuredly all meet again; and 
carneſt prayer, to ſee you every one at the right hand 
of the Judge, and hear that ſoul-raviſhing ſentenceos- 
acquiral and glory pronounced over you all, Come ye- 
bleſſed of my Father, receive the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world. Even ſo, Lord 
e e e e vt +2: 
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| Wherefore the Law was our Schcalmaſter to bring 
us unto Chrift, that we might be juſtified by Faith. 


AH E deſign of Lent is for the more expreſs 
x T humiliation and mourning for fin. We 

muſt come to Cuxisr as men caſt away, 
Nerd and glad by any means to be ſaved from 
periſhing. How doth the ſinfulneſs and miſery of 
our loft eftate appear? The Text tells us, by the 
Law. The Law is our Schoolmaſter, by holding 
up to us its righteouſneſs and curſe, condemns and 
makes us afraid, and ſo drives us to CurisrT. It is 
the contemplation of the Law therefore muſt abaſe 
us; and this abaſement cauſing us to draw near to 
Jxsvs for pardon, we learn from the love of God, 
manifeſted to us in the ſatisfaction and atonement 
made for fin, to lothe ourſelves for it, and lament and 
forfake it. To open therefore the Law as a rule of 
duty, and that in a way of inquiry, that therein as in 
2 glaſs we might ſæe our own deformity, was thought 
* 


theſe as in them have you been adding ſin to fin? As 


4 Ladfures onthe Church Catechifn. "EY 
Then it was propoſed to go over the Ten Command 
meats in this view; to gp as far therein only as the 
*unday; of Len gave opportunity; and, ſhould Gon 
cive me lite and continuance among you, to reſume 
what remained the next (that is naw, the preſent) 
Gon's having ſpared me, and the moſt of thoſe who 
then heard me; this year; alſo forces it{c}f upon me, 
and ſuggeſts to me to aſk myſelf and you, what fruit 
ve can ſhew tor fo long a time, and for ſo many op- 
portunities as we have enjoyed in it? Are we grown · 
ſtronger in faith, hope, deſire after Gop and glory ? 
ters ſtrvice ; and what have we. attempted for his 
honour and intereſts, and for the falvation of others ? 
Lu us look back and take ſhame to ourſelves we 
have fo liztle profited. Yea, but are we not rather farther 
from Gop than a year ago? Have we not loſt ground? 
Do we not ſee leſs of our fins, and feel leſs for our foul z 
and ſeek leſs after Cx 1sT ? Are not our eyes cloſing ? 
ful thing, and juſt even as we were, inſenſible and care- 
iefs! Is it not fo with ſome of you? Are twelve other 
months gone over your heads juſt like the former ? In 


if your guilt were not great and heavy enough before, 
have you been filling up the meaſure of it every day 
of all this time? If this be the caſe with any of you, 
I know not what to ſay to it. I wiſh I could fay any 
thing that might do you ſervice. I will fay this. Will 
- | with 
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with religion; that you will go. on, live and die in 
your old way, and ſtand by the conſequence ? I would 
have you try to bring yourſelf'to this reſolution. De- 
you will never have any thing to do with Czxrsr. 
old way, as long as you live. Why, it is but to loſe 
heaven and periſh for ever. Reſolve, I fay, diſtinctiy 
and fully, that you will never meddle with religion. 
It is as good refolve as do it. Well then, are you de- 
termined ? No. Satan has never yet puſhed you'to 
this point, nor ever will. He knows, he ſhalt fuc- 
ceed more effectually by putting you on delay. Satan 
will not, then I will ſtill more and more prefs you to 
try if you cannot come to this reſolution. Doubtleſs 
ſolved that you will have nothing to do with Gob, 
and podlineſs, and glory, and will never mind any 
thing but the world, it will preſently make your life - 
more eaſy, you will eat, drink and be merry; 5 
will eat and drint, for i morrote you i (a). What 
profits it to halt between two opinions ? You do not 
like Cun ir? Why not then reſolve you will never 
have any thing to dd with R? Vou ſee my mean- 
ing? you are in ingots ren Apps bond 9 
date not reſolve to do. The paſt year proves it, and | 
the preſent hath not produced, nor is 1 
dute any thing to the cohtraty. 
What uſe ſhall we make now of paſt experience? 
Shall we not humble our fouls ? And hall not what 


A before us quicken us 
ta 


n 


be] Thaiah xii . 


A + 


7% Len the Church Catechiſm, Serm. 31; 
te da ſo ? Let us procecd then in the work propoſed. 
The two firſt Commandments have been already 
C rn gn * 
ye. now to the. 


mice * 
of- the Lord thy Gad in vain, fer the Lord will not bold 
him guiltleſs that taketh bis name in vain. The name of 
the Lord; though it ſignify properly and ſtrictly any 
of his titles, ſuch as Jznovan, Lon p, Gb; yet 
inaſmuch as names only ſerve to diitinguiſn per ſons, 
we muſt underſtand hereby Gop himſelf, Eis Muyeſiy, 
that is, thou ſhalt not touch, or meddle with Gon, 
or. any thing whereby he is known as perſons are by 
upon light occaſion. - The- ſenſe of the Command- 
ment is this z We nwiſt not in our ordinary condutt 
and converfation behave ourſelves diſhonourably to 
chat Gov» whom we ſolemnly take to be our Gop, 
4s according to the ſuſt Commandment, and whom 
« we profeſs do be our Gon by the public worſhip 
* we pay him, according: i the ſecond Command- 
mem: but our whole conduit and converſation in 
4. the. world, muſt be ſuck as. doth reveremaly ſet forth 
* and. tend to pramate his. glory. In ſhort, in word 
and deed, we muſt_behave in ſuch manner as ſhall be 
to the glory of Gop's name, when we do not ſay and 
do every. thing, which may promate Gon's honour, 
as well as when we ſay or do any. thing contrary ta 
bis hopour,.we are. guyty f taking his name in vain. 
Let us come therefore to inquiry under theſe two 


heads, 
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heads, whether in word, or condukt we have taken 
Gop's name in vain. — 


Li ths cr carts es thei 
fuch, as that therein there was never any thing diſ- 


honourable to his glory, 9 
to do him honour? © 


Firſt, Hes os Ks i. 
| Gop upon our lips? The Apoſtle St James faith, The 

tongue is @ wyorld of iniquity, an unruly evil, full of 
of this member. Have we profaned Gop's name, 
taking it in our mouths lightly, irreverently and with- 
out deſign of doing him honour ? This is the manner 
of too many to abuſe that ſacred name in horrid im- 
precations and curſes and appeals to God, in every and 
no cauſe; as it is alſo the manner of many more to 
uſe familiarly Gop's name in almoſt every - ſentence 
they ſpeak: and in the mean time hoth are ready with 
excuſe, the ane is provoked or dees it inconſiderately, 
the otber inſiſts there is no great harm in it; how 
truly, let this third Commandment determine. Have 
you never treated irrehigiouſly Gop's: Word, and the 
truths it contains? And this, whether by diſputing 
againſt what it faith, or by indecently uſing the ex- 
preſſions of it? It is the way of ſome to diſpute 
againſt what, for manifeſt reaſons, they care not to be- 
lieve; and of others, with as great ill manners as 
ungodlineſs, to clothe their idle jeſts over a glaſs in 


n * * 


enen Sm. 31. 
ef God's odinances, his day, Rcraments and other 
parts of his worſhip, and eſpecially the preaching of 
the Word, wherein we are moſt apt to offend becauſe 
it comes to us through the hands of men ? But it 
muſt be remembred that as the word is Gon s, ſo is 
he miniſtration of it Gov's ordinance. And there- 
fore Cnn1s7 faith, He that deſpiſerh you, 45 55 
me (3). To ſpeak againft what a miniſter faith 
edge Ford, as era pry 
rectiy againſt Goo (c): 58 the free 
enforcements, exhortations and — 
of Gov's Ward, is dively to — the th 
ful execution of God's ordinance. Have you never 
ſpoken rathly of Gov's pep; 00 haſtily judging 
and cenfuring them ; too readily receiving and pro- 
evil reports concerning them; running them 
their infirmiĩties, and "giving 2 malicious 
turn to their graces ; and fo- miſealling the profeſfion 
r 
pocrily, as to diſcourage and diſcountenance it? 
| Have you never ſpoken &ſteſpectfully of Gop's pro- 
vidence and grace? In che day of your diftreſs; curf- 
ing the day you were born{d}, and complaining with 
Cain that your mailen was more than you could 
Fear (e), that none was ever viſited as you? 
And in the day of your: proſperity aſcribing all to 
yourſelf, ſay ing. in the forbidden language, My power, 
and the might of my: hand hath gotten me this wealth, 
br for my rigbtentiſneſs (F5-hath the Lord done ſuch 
as 
diſhonourably 


"ii tis LW 1 att. 
. Ee 8. . Deut. viii. 17. ix. 4. 


down 


(4) Job tit. —3 
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diſhonourably of Gon's promiſes ? Faith brings glory 
to Gop, when our expreſſions are full of confidence 
in his care and protection according to his word. Per- 
| haps there is hardly a greater inſtance of this than- in 
that of Fob, Thuugh be ſlay me, yet will I put my, truſt 
in lim (g). Whereas when we art cwWingg out, In bis 
mercy clean gone for ever ? doth bis promiſe fail for ever- 
more (5)? we bring diſrepute on,his,fairhfulneſs and 
truth in the face of thoſe that hear hs. From ſuch 
circumſtances as theſe we may fee if we have not ſpo- 
ken unadviſedly and diſhonourably to Gov wich 
our lips. But further, | 


Secondly, a Rs a, 
not diſhonourable, but ſuch as in every thing was 
ſuited to glorify Gop? Have we always in circum- 
ſtances required ſpoken for Gop ?. 7 will ſpeat of i. 
teſtimonies, ſays the Plalmiſt, before kings,” and wil: 
not be aſhamed (i).  Hath this been always out cafe? 
What, have we never been aſhamed, and ſpoke (to 
ſay the moſt) but by halves, diſgfacing the trum. 
not freely and fully declaring it ? Have wer ner poke 
more in conformity. with. the. times-and. rhe corimany 
than we ought ? Tea, but is there not 41@ fich 3 
thing as ſinful ſilence } a holding the peace altogetber 
even from good ? and ane we not chargrable with it? 
I read of Canrisr: that when himſelf” was reviled, 
perſecuted, accuſed, he anſwered not fo meh as 2 
word: but when Goo's truth was in queſtion, or the 
nn then it was, N unte n 

(g) Job xi. vg. | is, Pam cnix. 46. 
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Scribes, wo unto you Phariſees, wo unto you lawyers (k). 
Juſt the reverſe of what we do, who are warm and 
what day, what hour, what company, doth not con- 
vict us of opportunities paſt by wherein we might 
have faid ſomething, or ſomething more than we did, 
for. Gon: And to ſpeak now of the general uſe of 
the tongue: what has been your general converſa- 
tion ? Has it not often been trifling, inſignificant, un- 
profitable ?- Who have been your familiar acquaint- 
ance ? And what has your converſations together uſu- 
ally turned upon? Has it been any thing to the glory 
of . Gop directly or indirectly ? If not, are you guilty 
or not. guilty of oppoſing the deſign of this Com- 
 mandment ? Our Lord faith, Ne ſhall give accaunt of 
every idle word at the day of judgment (1), that is, of 
every unprofitable word, which is inconſiſtent with 
the character and conduct of a Chriſtian: and then 
what cauſe have we every one to cry out, Gad, be mer- 
ciſul to me @ ſinner ?..Alſo, when we have been ſpeak- 
ing of God, have we always done it with all that re- 
verence which became us towards him, ſo as to exalt 
him, and expreſs a lively ſenſe upon our hearts of his 
being that glorious Gop we ſay he is? When we have 
ſpoken of his juſtice have our tongues expreſſed a be- 
coming dread ; when of his holineſs a becoming 
ſhame; when of his grace and love a becoming gra- 
tirade; when of his faithfulneſs a becoming confi- - 
Are 
Have we as we ought e. PC ' 
wand, his providence, his judgment, — 

| while 
(4) Mart, zaill. 3. (7) Matt, 2. 36. 
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while we have. been- ſpeaking of them whether they 
regarded the world in general, or ourſelves in parti- 
cular ? Under whatever diſpenſations we at any time 
have been, have we made it our endeavour ſo to ſpeak 
as · to give glory to his juſtice or mercy or patience, - 
as the caſe was? In a word, have we in all our con 
verſations exalted Gon as we ought, conſidered as a 
great and gracious Maker, Redeemer and Sanctifier? 

Theſe hints may ſerve to ſhew you what guilt you 
ö 
by word. S0 I go an to inquire, 


U. Whether in coadukt you have not been guilty 
of taking Gop's. name in vain. , And here alſo we 
mult ſearch again into the negative and poſitive fide 
A 
Fit, Negatively : - Hindi dis nad tn 
e nnd hone ns hen KATA 
whoſe ſervant you profeſs yourſelf to be? You may 

remember what was Nathan's parting word to David, 
Biecanſe by this deed thou haſt given great occaſion to the 
enemies of the Lord to blaſpheme, the child alſo that is 
born unto thee all ſurely die (m). David's conduct in 
Lord great handle to fpeak evil of, and run down the 
good ways of the Lord. The queſtion is, whether 
been guilty, as will appear by a review of our con- 


c and in 
32 2 our 


e 2 Sam. Xi. 14 
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our. ſpecial callings in that ſtate of life in which the 
providence of Gop hath placed. us. 

Conſider your genera! calling as Chriſtians, have 
you done nothing diſhonourable to the name of Jz- 
sus therein? Looking back on your paſt years can 
you fay, Tam pure from pwned « all men (n) ? dy 


82 


— —— 
Lord to blaſpheme? Recollect the various periods 
and paſſages of your life, your younger and your 
riper years, the places you have lived in and the per- 
ſons who have been privy to your conduct, and 
try if with St Paul you can appeal to all theſe things, 
and ſay, Ze are witneſſes, and Gad aljo, how balily, 
and juſtly, and unblameably, I behaved myſelf among 
you (o)? Have you in no inſtances, at no time, ſet 
before the world an example diſhonourable to your 
Lord? What, did you never ſhew forth any pride, 
conceit and vanity z any anger, envy, reſentment, 
malice, or evil ſpeaking ; any conformity with the 
ways and maxims of the wicked, doing as others, 
following the multitude, and refuſing to be particu- 
lar? Have neicher the honour eſteem or intereſt of 
the world ever had undue influence on your conduct ? 
Did the world never ice you ſtep into indulgence in 
meat, drink or apparel ? never yielding to ſloth, idlenefs 
and pleafure ? at no time treſpaſs the bounds of de- 
cency and modeſty in word or deed? never giving 
countenance to the abuſe of the Sabbath and Gon's 
worſhip ? What, have you never given encouragement 
to evil, in all the places where you have been, and 

. 5 e among 

] Acts xx. 26. "2 (o) 1 Theff xi. 10. 
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among all the perſons with whom you have converſ- 
ed? Scarch rather and ſe in how many particulars; 
perhaps for how many years, your conduct has been 
inconſiſtent with and diſhonourable to that holy name 
whereby yu are called. Nor {hall we need look far 
back ; tl traces behind us reach home to the preſent 
day in one ivitance or another, And yet in every 
inſtance we mult be forced to confels we ates. un- 
ſuitably with our profeſi en, and rcok the of 
the Lord our Gon in vain. To fay the * care- 
læſs perſons are always doing fo, their whole lives are 
a continual taking Gop's name in vain, and giving 
occaſion with a winek to the enc:niet of the Lord to 
blaſpheme. This is an awakening thought. But 
alas, ſuck miſcalled Chriſtians regard not how much 
diſhonour they bring on the Lord Itsus, nor how 
many unhappy fouls they are the inftruments of en 
couraging and forwarding into hell. Yet how deplo- 
rable is it, that while the true believer is pierced to 
the very heart when he takes but one ſtep diſnonour- 
able to God, that theſe ſhould every ſtep be trampling 
down his glory and fecl no concern for the matter? 
But to paſs on, 
Beſides our general, W us a ſpecial call- 
ing; and it is peculiarly needful we ſhould all inquire 
if we have not by our conduct therein diſhoneuret 
God's holy name. In the commonwealth, the mi- 
nifter of ſtate, the commander by fea or land, the 
judge, and every other officer is expected to do no- 
thing hurtful to the honour of the king and the in- 
tereſts of the people; when at any time they do, all, 
yy reaſonabiy too, are calling for „ Now 
Ws we 
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and that according to his aſſignment whatever our ſta- 


tion of life be; while alſo our miſcondu& therein 


doth peculiarly diſhonour Go p and hurt the intereſts 
of the Redeemer's kingdom. I fay we have all our 
particular callings; let us all examine how we have 
acted in them. You know what your calling is, for 


a calling each of you have, though providence may 


have diſtinguiſhed ſome of you by a fortune, which 
exempts you from thoſe determinate 


or that more reſtrained courſe of life, which others 


are confined to. You know, I ſay, your calling, how 
then have you acted in it? Have you been ſeeking to 


it, and taken his name in vain. If worldly honour, 
worldly intereſt, or carnal gratification, hath been the 
ting you have been aiming at, you have diſhonoured 


back now and ke ben Goo vo charge againſt yo 
your truſt through leneſs, och, vaniry, company- 
defire of man's favour? Did you never 
pervert it to the ends of pride and vainglory ? Has 
the world never ſeen any thing in your conduct reſpect- 
ing your calling which has been diſhonourable to the 
_ Chriſtian name? What, never any compliances for 
filthy lucre's ſake? Never any trimming, or truck- 
ling, or diſſembling, or flattering ? I cannot ſtop to 
be more particular. Yourſelf muſt ſee if there have 
not been many things diſhonourable to Gon's name 
in your diſtinct and particular calling; and eſpecially 
this, whether the world may not-have moſt diſcernibly 

ſeen 


we each of us bear a particular office under CurisT, 


glorify Gop in it? If not, you have totally abuſed 


your Lord, and taken Gov's name in vain. Look 


8 Ne ” „ 
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ſeen you were not carrying it > 
to glorify Go. Now, 


Secondly, For the poſitive fide. Have we fo con- 
ducted ourſelves always in our general and ſpecial call- 
ing as might moſt tend to glorify Gop's name? The 
Scripture is expreſs, Let your light ſo ſhine before men, 


| that they may ſee your good works, and glorify your Fa- 


ther which is in heaven (p). Now the inquiry is, have 
we acted as children of our Father which is in heaven, 


zealous always for his glory ? 


In our general calling, have we been always ſhining 
lights? Was the will of Gop our rule. always, and 
our only rule? Ever concerned to glorify Gon, have 
we always conformed to this rule, and fo ſhewn forth 
our good works before men to Gop's honour ? Have 
we been always ſuch examples of faith and heavenly- 
mindedneſs, hope and charity, meekneſs and humi- 


 lity, patience and contentednefs, diligence and zeal z 


have we always in fuch manner approved ourſelves 
dead to fin, dead to the world, dead to the eſteem, 
the pleaſures, the intereſts of it, dead to felf-will and 
{elf-pleaſing, without anger, pride, envy and revenge, 
and fo chaſte, modeſt, temperate, ſober ; as that ia 
the whole of our conduct Gop has been glorified in 
us, and wherever we have been, and whatever we 
have done, we have ſhone as lights unto the world ? 
Who will ſay this? None but they who know not 
what manner of men they are. The humble Chriſtian 
will ſmite upon his breaſt and ſay, Father, thou 
e knoweſt all things, thou knoweſt that in all the 
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* things I have not glorified thee as I onght. How 
« exceedingly have I failed in that faith, hope and 


& charity, which make thy children a light unto the 


„ world, and are the good works which men may 
« ſee and glorify thee for!“ Indeed the ſelf- ſuſficient 
will pretend a claim, and be raſh to cry out almoſt as 
Curisr did, „Father I have glorified thee upon 
earth,“ when alas, they have been teking nothing 
but ſelf-praife and honour from others. While the 
moſt have never thought of glorifying Gop by their 
conduct, nor can produce fo much as one act in their 
lives undertaken in that view, which ſhould have in- 
fluenced the whole of them. 

_ Al6s, in our ſpecial callings, have we done all we 
might for Gop's glory? Have we been faithful, dili- 
gent, laborious, chearful, undaunted, unwearied, up- 


right day after day in our Father's work? Have 


we always ſaid in our hearts, thus and thus ſhall Gon 
be glorified, and hath this ſtirred us up to labour and 


not to faint? Not to ſpeak of Cunisr's example, 
which leaves all ſo far behind, only compare ycuß 


conduct in your calling with that of St Paul in his: 
and certainly you can aſſign no reaſon why you ſhould 
not have been zealous, active, laborious, ceaſeleſs as 
he. Make then the compariſon, conſider the Apoſtle's 
conduct and your own, and fee it you have been in 
your conduct the thouſandth part of what he was, and 
what the glory of Gon required you ſhould be. Bre- 
thren, Go hath put a talent into every one of our 


hands, and bid us go and work; whether miniſters, 


magiſtrates or tradeſmen, whether men in authority 
or inferiors, whether parents or children, maſters or 


4 
? 
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ſervants, we have all a ſpecial calling. Let us look 
then what we can ſeverally anſwer. Will ail that 
have been witneiles of our conduct bear tefiimony we 
kave not born our calling in vain. To inſtance only 
in one initead of all, maſters of families, will your 
children and ſervants bear teſtimony tor you, that you 
have ruled in your houſe for the glory of God, en- 
couraging godlineſs, diſcountenancing vice, worſhip- 


ping Gop, and carefully inſtructing and watching 


over thoſe committed to your care ? Can you call 
them all together, even each of all that have been un- 
der your roof, and will they be your joint and una- 


nimous witneſſes that throughout your whole fami- 


lies you have done all you could to glorify Gop ? 
By this time the deſign of this Commandment may 


be manifeſt, and that it reaches farther than curſing 


and fwearing, and a light uſe of Go p's name. It 
commands us, not only to own the Lord to be our 
Gop, and to own kim by the worſhip we pay him, 
but to do it in the whole of our conduct in word and 


deed. And you will eafily fee how all other owning 


of Gop is nothing, if this owning him in word and 
deed be wanting. Conſider what you have heard with 
application. And may the Lord forgive us our ſins, 
and put a new heart into us for Jesvs Criris7's ſake, 


_—_ SERMON 


. " * 9 


Wherefore the Law was our Schoolmaſter to bring 


SERMON XXXI. 
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us unto Cbriſt, that we might be juſtified by Faith. 


PTR Crean 

and application, I have already 
1 | fer before you the inward principle re- 
EX quired in the firſt Commandment, godli- 
neſs itſelf lying in the heart, and alſo the ourward 
expreſſions of it injoined by the ſecond and third 
Commandments both in worſhip and in the whole of 
our conduct. 
The fourth Commandment requires the ſanctifica- 
tion of the ſeventh day to Gop's glory and our ſpi- 
ritual profit. Gor's people muſt keep a weekly holy- 
day, in remembrance of the works of creation and 


redemption, and in a way of preparation for that reſt 


which remaineth for them in the life to come. 80 
you fee the Sabbath is a day not only of reſt from 
worldly labour but of holineſs ; and therefore a day 
of ceaſing from worldly labour, that it may be ſpent 


in ſuch exerciſes as tend to ſanctification, without 
which a day of reſt would be no other than a day of 


The 


idleneſs, and fo of fin. 
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The deſign of the Sabbath is twofold. Princi- 
pally, that the fervants of the Lord by ceaſing from 
ordinary employments, and devoting themſelves to 
_ Goy's worſhip on that day, might make a public 
of his name. And, fubordinately hereto, 


that by the exerciſes of public and private worſhip 


the ſanctification of their fouls right be promoted, 
and they forwarded in the way to their better and 
everlaſting reſt. In the former of which views the 


Sabbath appears calculated for the glory of Gop in 


the world; as in the latter it is manifeſtly an inſtitu- 
tion given us in great mercy, that we might not be 
loft in the ccaſeleſs cares of this lite, and fo forget 
and remain diſqualified for the glory that ſhall be re- 
vealed. Now ſuch being the deſign of the Sabbath, 


of which whenever we have failed we have contracted 


I. Here is reſting from ordinary employments. 
II. Here is a ſanctifying that reſt. 
II. Here is a right aim in ſuch reſt and ſanctifica- 


tion, namely, the glory of Gop and the benefiting 
our fouls. 


Firſt, Here is reſting from ordinary employments. 
In it thou ſbalt ds no manner of work. On the Sab- 
| bath day nothing of the work of the fix days may be 
done. Confider now what the work of the fix days 
is, and you will . —— 51:4 


ordinary 


here are three things evidently required in it, in either 


5 


1 * 
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* 
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cauſe thinking and talking of worldly matters doth 
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ordinary e is to be underſtood. In the 
exerciſe of our calling, there muſt be a tbinting and 
contriving of our buſineſs; there muſt be a talking of 
it, by conferring with others, afking queſtions of 
thoſe with whom we are concerned ; and giving out 


directions and orders; and there muſt be the employ- 


ment of the body in it. When a man does his work, 
his thoughts and tongue and hands are engaged in it. 
Conſequently on this day of reft, there muſt be not 
only a ceaſing from the actual labour of the hands, 


bur neither the tongue nor thoughts may be engaged 


upon our werldly matters and affairs. So faith Jaiab, . 


ff thou wilt honcur Ged on the Sabbath, it muſt be in 


not doing thine own ways, ner finding thine own plea- 
ſure, nor ſpeaking thine 60m words (a). Our own 
words muſt be forborn, and our own pleaſure, and fo 
of courſe our own thoughts: for it is plain, words 
aad thoughts of worldly buſineſs are as oppoſite to 
the ſanctifying of the Sabbath as ordinary work is; 
ſeeing the ſoul can no better or more be employed in 


holy exerciſes while we are thinking and talking of 


our worldly things, than if the whole body were en- 
gaged in them. Nay rather, ſuch thinking and talk- 
ing about worldly concerns is more contrary to the 
ſanctification of the Sabbath than labour itſelf ; be- 


labour of the hands ſingly could do. 


Now therefore bring your conduct under examina- 
tion, Have you reſted from contriving, talking 
22 buſineſs on the Lord s day: 

Examine 


(e] Iſaiah Iviii. 13. 
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Examine what your Sunday thoughts have been. 
Have you always in thought and mind been in heaven 
that day, having left your worldly cares and intereſts 
and affairs out of fight behind you ? What, have you 
never been deviſing how you might contrive ſome bu- 
fineſs, or prevent ſome misfortune, or bring about ſome 
project? Has your head never been plodding and 
working for the world, perhaps in this houſe ? Never 


meditating how you ſhould meet with this perſon, 
and tranſact with that? Nay, have you never been 


conſulting with yourſelf even beforehand about ſome 
bufineſs to be negotiated on Sunday, and when Sunday 
was come revolving it in your mind, and feeling 
yourſelf diſpleaſed if your ſcheme did not ſucceed? 
Worldly thoughts will indeed of themſelves be in- 
truding unſeaſonably upon the mind, and demand 
from all the moſt reſolute reſiſtance; cauſing the 
truly humble ſoul to lament his ſad ſinfulneſs and 
weakneſs: but inſtead of reſiſting did you never in- 


to dwell peaceably with you on the hallowed hours of 


the Sabbath? Say, have you nothing to anſwer be- 


fore Gov for worldly thoughts on the Lord's day? 

wards on this day ? Look back and fee if there be no 
records againſt you in the Book of Gop of worldly 
affairs negotiated on the Sabbath day. Ir is a general, 


However ſinful and hurtful practice, to hold worldly 


conferences, to be ſettling worldly bargains, and to 
be giving worldly directions on the Lord”s day. Did 
you never hear of 
* It is a common 


faying 


to this or that church to 


di 7:04 £46, 


Serm. 32. Lectures on the Church Catechiſm. 93 
ſaying all over the country, I ſhall ſee bim at church. 
Or did you never hear of giving orders for the week 
following how ſervants ſhall be employed ? 
Alſo inquire if you have not done worldly buſineſs 
on the Sabbath-day. You have not perhaps opened 
your ſhop ; but have you not delivered things out of 
it? You have not made your goods; but have you 
not incroached on the Sabbath by wandring far and 
near to carry them home? By receiving or paying 
money, by ſettling accounts, by tranſafting buſineſs 
by letter, or by ſuch like ways have you never in- 
vaded the ſanctification of the Sabbath ? Perhaps 
you are ſaying, Yes, I have done fuch things; 
« but what then? theſe are but rifles; and beſides 
they could not conveniently be avoided. They 
are but trifles you fay. But trifles as they are, have 
they not hindred you from making a religious uſe of 


r 
with reſpect both to Gop's glory and your ſpiritual 
benefit? And how then can you call them trifles ? 
Yea, but ſtill you inſiſt they could not conveniently 
be avoided. This I deny in general; not one in fifty 
of them but might juſt as conveniently have been 
done another day. If indeed it were of abſolute ne- 
ceſſity, or the thing of real and particular importance, 
which could not be prevented by being done before, 
nor be delayed to another day, though not in the ut- 
moſt ſtrictneſs of the word neceſſary, the matter were 
otherwiſe. In fuch cafe, to ſpeak my own judgment, 
though the thing be of a world! y nature, yet the doing 
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it is a duty which ſuperſedes the poſitive inſtitution of 


rule is, I will have mercy and not ſacrifice. Now there- 
fore here is the only exception; if it be an act either 


of abſolute neceſſity, or of real and ſpecial moment, 


is not broken. See then, were the worldly things 
you have done on the Lord's day all of them of ne- 


> of ome ad ple ins? 


(and particular things you know cannot happen often 
in their very nature, for then they would ceaſe to be 
That is the firſt qualification of worldly 
that may or rather ought to be done on the 
| Lord's day. But then, could none of them have 
been prevented by doing them before, had there been 


proper care and foreſight ? That they could not, is the 


ſecond qualification. And further, might none of 
them have been put off to another day? The nega- 
tive to this is the third qualification. Under this rule, 
if you will, you may eaſily bring your conduct re- 
bees vnd airs onthe Sabbath-day unde er 
amination. But in coming to a deterr 


diligently remember that we —— — | 


ances as Gon has not. given us; nor call that a work 
of importance or neceſſity which Gop will reckon li- 


centiouſneſs. Thus much of reſting from worldly 


affairs on the Sabbath. I go on, 


Secondly, To help you in the farther inquiry, whe- 
ther ſuppoſing you have reſted from worldly affairs, 
. you have alſo ſanctiſed that reſt. To ſanctify the 
Sabbath-day, is to keep it holy. That is the expreſs 

word 


the Sabbath in that inſtance ; for in ſuch caſes the 


= n 3 . W 
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word of the Commandment. Remember the Sabbath- 
day to kc2p it holy. And common fenſe muft own 
that Gop had forne higher deſign in forbidding us to 
work than to ſet us to be idle. Yet I think accord- 
ing to the interpretation which common practice puts 
on this Commandment, the words might run thus, 
« Remember the Sabbath-day to take thy pleature 
« therein.” Io fay the truth, we have all too much 
found our own pleaſure on this day; as I fear will be 
but too manifeſt, while I _ 
examination tome hunts regarding the | L 
9 
e 
it is ſpent with Gon, in humble and thankful ac- 
know ledgments of his love in creating us, and of his 
infinite mercy in redeeming us by Jesus CRRIST, 
who is gone into heaven to prepare a place for us. 
Then we ſhould be examming our hearts and lives, 
that is in us, exerciling repentance, faith, hope and 
charity; above all looking forward 1c abe reſt that re- 
mainetb' for the people of Gd (). We fhuuld enter 
into that which is within the vail, whither the forerun- 
ner is for us entred (c); we muſt place Ixsus on his 
throne in our heart as an almighty, all-ſufficient, de- 
firable, victorious approaching Redeemer ; get our 
_ fouls warmed into a humble, penitent, believing 
frame, full of joy, full of glory, full of praiſe, full 
of gratitude. We muſt get up into the mount, and 
behold the promiſed land, till every earthly thing is no 
— valued, till inſpired wuh renewed zeal we are 


ready 


(6) Heb. iv 9. l e Heb. vi. 19, 20. 


95 Lectures on the Church Catechiſm. Serm. 32. 
ready to fight our way to the promiſed inheritance, till 
all the afflictions we have to ſtruggle with are found 
light in compariſon of that exceeding weight of glory 
we have in our eyes. This is to ſanctify the ſeventh 
day; this is to remember a riſen and exalted Re- 
deemer ; this is to foretaſte the everlaſting reſt, and 
to reſt from fin. And think you, is not one fuch 
day better than a thoufand ? O what do they loſe, 
who make the Sabbath a day of carnal pleafure ? 
Who paſs it in wandring, and viſiting, and drefling, 
and every kind of idleneſs ? Who have no other de- 
fign on the Lord's day than to do nothing? Or who 
go abroad to the church and elſewhere to ſee and to be 
teen? Who contrive parties of pleaſure, and mutually 
conſpire to forget Goo? What do theſe loſe ? Yea 
what guilr, what vengeance do they not incur ? Is 
this to ſanctify the Lord's day? Let us conſider all of 
againſt a Commandment of Gon. Have we kept 
the Sabbath-day holy? Or do we not ſee many Sab- 
baths behind us which were given to pleaſure ? What 
did we think of? Was it not pleaſure? or talk of, 
but vain things? or do but what our carnal hearts 
liſted? And let us be affured that Sabbath-idleneſs 
zs of all idleneſs the moſt finful. To be idle at any 
time is bad enough; but to be idle, when Gon fo ex- 
preſsly commands us to be employed about him, when 
his honour is ſo interefted, when it is the very harveſt 
time for heaven and glory ! then to be idle, what a 
fin, what a thame it is! the remembrance of it will 
colt us bitter tears ſooner or later. See then what 
bath been the uſe you have made of the Sabbath in 

grneryl : 


Serm. 32. Lefures on the Church Catechifni. 97 
general: hath it been ſanctified to the Lord, or given 
to ſloth and pleafure? — But more particularly the 
ſan&ification of this reſt lies within the compaſs of 
theſe three things. 


I. Public exerciſes. 


III. Nelli - | . 1 I 


There is no queſtion to be made but that the whole 
Sabbath ſhould be taken up in one or another of theſe 
_ employments; and that whenever we ſtep aſide from 


them, unleſs in the excepted caſes beforementioned, 
we break the fourth Commandment. 


Nit. As to public worſhip. Public worſhip is the 
aſſembling of Gop's people to his glory, * 
praiſe, hearing the word and ommunicatine 
therefore, NN 
to public worſhip on any unwarrantable cauſe ; if your 
defign in coming hath been any thing elſe beſide the 
glorifying of God; if you have not heartily joined 
ö —_—_— of glorifying 
Gon in every part of worſhip, in prayer and praiſe, 
in hearing and communicating ; ſo far as you have 
failed herein, you have not duly ſanftified the Lord's . 
dy in public worſhip. See then: Did you never ab- 
ſent yourſelf from Gop's worſhip needlefsly ; as thro” 
floth, idleneſs, buſineſs, or for the fake of plealing . 
company, ——— cw 
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haps never thought of any thing clſe you had to de 
than to take your pleaſure and amuſe yourſelf, as 
thinking Sunday the time for recreation ? Ang fp 

Thirdly, What anſwer can you make regarding re- 
hgious communication ? In this reſpect too, have you 
never {pokew your own wards on the Lorg's dey? J 
wiſh we may all deeply Jay this to heart : for the 
tongue is an unruly member. Unprofitable canver- 
ſation is the bane of ſanctifying the Sabbath. But I 
aſk, have you not ſpoken your own words? Let us 
all impartially judge, and we ſhall all certainly con- 
diemn ourſelves in this particular. Yet let us not Jie 
down under the condemnation, but confeſſing our fin 
in this reſpect, and earneſtly imploring pardon feof 
Irsus CanisT's fake, let us henceforward take beeg 
to our ways, that we do not thus any longer offeng 
with our tongue. Conſider, my Brethren, what has 
ou yur ena bo wn Os op 
have come to this houſe : has it been about inf 
femme things ? How fol © praprration for public Sor- 
ſhip! and what have you done at noon; what, ſtill 
vanity? And then in the evening; what, nothing 
but unprofitable talk, as if on purpoſe to forget whag 
had been doing at the church, and to loſe the ſerious 
impreſſions that had been made on the mind? Te ſay 
gious things on the Lard's day, it were much better wg 
religious, the cuſtom of viſiting on this day, and 


method of running together in public places, where 
H 2 it 


— — nr Sets * gg 4 = rs” pp tp „2 * l ; _ 4 74 
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in public, in private, and in all our communications, 
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it is unreaſonable to expect one ſerious word ſhould 


be ſpoken, have fo eſtabliſhed converſa- 
tion on the Sabbath, that 22.80 
own words without ſuſpicion of our doing any thing 
amiſs, and thereby have both deſtroyed that honour 
due to the day, and that ſpiritual advantage we ſhould 


” otherwiſe reap from it. I wiſh we would try the dif- 


ference ; and ſee what keeping alone or converſing 


only on religious ſubjects would produce. It is a pi- 
tiable thing, that while we wiſh well to our fouls, we 


ſhould be taking in poiſon wich our meat every 


Lord's day. 

By this time we may be able to judge whether we 
have ceaſe] on the Sabbath-day from worldly affairs to 
good purpoſe. As far as we ſanctiſied the Lord*s day 


we have done this: but as far as we have failed 
herein, and fought our own pleafure, we have not. 
And if this matter be well fought into, I ſuppoſe we 
ſhall all find we have abundance to anſwer for at the 


judgment-ſeat of CnrIST. 


thing contained in a due obſerv- 
ance of the Lord's day was faid to be a right aim in 


The third and laſt 


ceaſing from worldly labours, and in exerciſing the 
teouſneſs of the aim is, when there is a correfpondence 


between our deſign in keeping, and Gop's deſign in 
inſtituting the Sabbath; which was faid in the intro- 
duction of this diſcourſe to be twofold. 


I. His glory. 
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Firſt, Hath then our deſign in the obſervance we 
have paid to the Sabbath, principally been to glorify 
Gop? I gave them my Sabbaths, ſays God, to be 4 
fign between me and them (d) namely, a fign that I 
the Lord Jznovan, Father, Son and holy Spirit, am 
their God, and they conſequently my people. The 
Sabbath was to be a ſign of this. How ſo? Why 
becauſe Gon hath appointed it ſo to be; having au- 


aſide all worldly things at Gop's command, dy meet 
and join together in worſhip in honour of his name ? 
The conſequence of this is, that every Chriſtian, com- 
ing into public worſhip, and obſerving the Lord's 

day, doth hereby own Gon in Cuaisr as his Gop ; 
_ doth take this public way of making fuch acknow- 


-Jedgment, and of profeſſing that as a loſt ſinner he 
looks for ſalvation upon that glorious plan contrived 
by the bleſſed Trinity, in which the Father fends, the 
Son comes, and the holy Ghoſt applies what the Son 
ſo ſent of the Father hath effected. Now yourſelves 
_ 


(4) Exckiel xx. 12—20, 


from labour, doth repreſent vo us the neceſſity of cenſ- 
teveald. K is a gracious defign, to have heaven in . 
de locking to an exalted Redeemer, ſo both enliven- 


« joy. They live, — Gay we fer 
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dry tan judge whether to make profeſſion of the 
Triviry, and of faith in Cu sT as the only ground 
of your hope. in time and eternity, hath been your 
aim in obferving the Lord day, and particularly in 
koming to public Chriftian worſhip; which to do is 
Indeed mere folly if a man have not this faith. If 
this were more the befrever's aim in obſerving the 
Lads dey, & would have 2 direct influence to his 


— Beſides this, 


r foul ? The 
Sabbarh, conſidered as a reft, immediately leads our 
faich forward to the reſt remaining for believers in 
heaven; and at the ſame time by enjoining us to ceaſe 


ing from ſin in the way to that glory which ſhall be 


ing our hope of the eternal inheritance, and mortify- 


ing under the influente of that hope the power of fin. 
© Well may the believer ſay, this is a ternporary reſt, 


« yet it is a gracious one, it gives me opportunity to 
«« conſider wich more attention my eternal reft : how 
« glorious, how delightful, how perfect, how end- 
+ Jeſs! it is ho imagination. Jxsvus is gone before 
to prepare a place, and he will come again; I ſee 
„ him already by faith on the clouds, he calls from 
e their duſt che departed fainrs, he plates them near 
«« him on the right hand, he bids them enter into his 


ever 
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« wilt not barter heaven for a poor vain world. 
« Down, down ye vile luſts; ye foes to my Saviour 
„ and my foul, I forſake you all; pleaſure, intereſt, 
<« eaſe, honour, eſteem and pride, I facrifice you all 


„to my eternal hopes.” You cannot but fay ſuch 


views as theſe are altogether becoming the day of re- 
membring a riſen Redeemer gone away into heaven. 
But are they yours? Do you thus ſanctify the Lord's 
day, and have you always thus ſanctified it? O for 


how much nobler purpoſes was this day deſigned than 
for vanity, pleaſure and floth ! 


From what hath been faid on the Sabbath, I am 
confident you will all ſee cauſe enough of condemna- 


tion and of humiliation. You belong to a crucified 


Mater, fee in this inſtance again how you have pierced 
him. And while you feek and humbly rely on the 
pardon of theſe fins through the merit of his blood, 
let that blood influence you to a godly forrow and 
hatred of all your tra « So Ixsus ſhall 
« fee of the travel of his foul and be fatisfied;” to 
him with the Father and the holy Ghoſt be glory, 


SERMON 


DRA J EN 2 
SERMON XXXII. 


GaLraTians III. 24. 


us unto Chriſt, that we might be juſtified by Faith. 


aggro a diſtinct conſideration of the du- 
F DO ties reſpecting godlineſs required of us in 
© the four firſt Commandments, we have 
ee tn eee Lov © 
 frribed in the Text, namely, of ſerving as a School- 
maſter to bring us unto Carisr. Theſe Command- 
ments applied to our conſciences have condemned us 
all; and if we have duly conſidered the curſe annexed 
to every ſingle breach of them, the ſenſe of our ma- 
nifold guilt will needs bring us unto CHRIS r, that 
„ nary gs Gs as 
perfect righteouſneſ; 4 1 

been condemned, r 
view only what we have gone over, and ſay — 
and all be not guilty. Doth not the following con- 
Denne 
my heart, and my ways are not hid from thee. 
+ Wut thou be crack to mark what is done amiſs? 
Thou 
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Thou knoweſt I have had other gods before thee, 
„I have fet up my worldly idols in my heart; 
« worldly things I have loved too much, and truſted 
4 in too much, and feared the loſs of them beyond 
«« all things: but to love thee, to truſt in and fear 
« thee, how little has my heart known to do this? 
« Thou ſearcher of hearts knoweſt what a firanger I 


„ have been to thee, how little I have known thee, 


« or deſired or endeavoured to know thee, how fadly 
„] have forgotten thee, how much of my days is 
«« gone by and thou waſt not in all my thoughts; 
* and when I have thought of thee, how unbe- 
— ET INT; VEN TOS es CO UH 
40 with how little reverence, with how 
— —— — extialt thee? 
« O enter not into judgment with thy ſervant for 
<< having had other gods before thee! but have mercy 


upon me, and incline my heart to keep this Law. 


« And haft thou charged me, O ſovereign Gov, to 
« bow down and worſhip before thee ? To pray wich- 
« out ceafing, to meditate on thy word, te obſerve 
* thy ordinances ? What then ſhall T anſwer for all 
< the flights I have put upon thy word and miniftry, 
thy worſhip and facraments, for all my ſloth, cold- 
« neſs, negligence and formality in calling upon thy 
* name? Are all my breaches of covenant-vows, all 
« my diſteſpectful approaches to and neglects of thy 
„word, all my lifeleſs wandring prayers; are theſe 


* aſl noted in thy book of remembrance agamft me? 


« Then, Lord, have mercy upon me, for my fins 
« againſt thy ſecond Commandment are more in 
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* glorified; and that every where, and in all places, 
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e alfo charged me to have reſpect unto and glorify 
« thee in all the words of my tongue, and all the 
« actions of my life? Requireſt thou of me fo to 
« ſpeak, and fo to act, as that in all thou mayſt be 


& jt ſhould be made manifeſt in me that I am thy 
tc ſervant, thine only; my conduct always ſuch as 
that ia all things thou mayſt be honoured, and the 
4 whole world know me to be thy fervant ? So thou 
« chargeſt, and I confeſs that thy charge is holy, juſt 
© and good; fo thou oughteſt in all things to be 
«© magnified. But how far have I been from bring- 
» GR ow G0 hos 3 on I 0 

„ profeſſion, vain, carnal, worldly, conformed to 


the ways and cuſtoms of an evil generation! And 


e this tongue, how continually hath it ſpoken idly, 
« or lightly, or raſhly, or angrily, or wantonly, or 
«« profanely ! Lord, thou knoweſt there is no end of 


« ployed my hands, how much more of 
 rngor, how moſt of all my thoughts inthe 
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« worldly affairs, how little have I ceaſed from my 
« own pleaſure! what unprofitable converſations, 
«« what needleſs viſitings, what idle wandrings, lie 
« upon the records of my memory! At beſt, how 
little have I ſanctified thy day by ſacred meditation 
« an} heavenly employments ; how little laboured to 
« aſcend unty the reſt above and paſs the hours with 
« an exalted Jzsus, to the glory of thy name and 
« the ſpiritual advantage of my immortal foul! Mer- 
“ cy, Lord, mercy upon a miſerable Sabbath- breaker 
Sr 


garding Go, eee 
be found guiltleſs in thoſe of the ſecond table, which 
are then only kept, when obſervance of them ariſes 
from a ſenſe and a diſcharge of that duty we owe to 
Gon required in the firſt. Nevertheleſs, in order to 
favour that ſelf-righteous ſcheme fo pleaſing to our 
hearts, that we might think well of ourſelves, it has 
been the cuſtomary manner to explain the commands 
of the ſecond table in 2 literal ſenſe, and even to take 
no notice of what the four firſt Commandments en- 
Join: inſomuch that the perſon who has abſtained 
from the three groſs acts of murder, adultery and 
theft, has been ready to ſay, © I have kept all the Com- 
_ © mandments from my youth,” and am certainly free in 
this matter: than which nothing leads more directly 
to detain fouls in a damnable fecurity. To remove 
this ſoul-ruining miſtake, there needs no more than to 
open the Law in its true ſpiritual ſenſe, as our Lord 


wn. 
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us to do: and then the whole world is found guilty 
before Gob, as has been abundantly made manifeſt to 


your own conſciences in opening the Commandments 
already ſpoken to. With the ſame defign I proceed 
now to ſubmit to your inquiry what the fifth Com- 
mandment requires of us. 

Honour thy father and mother, This is the firſt 
other ; and is defervedly ſet in the firſt place, becauſe 
it is the ſum of all thoſe duties we owe to our neigh- 
bour, and ſo of the largeſt latitude and extent, its ob- 
ſervance or non-obſervance alſo being of the greateſt 
importance to the church of Gop. From whence 
OY that a regard or dad to this 
che Boe and eandiine of cur td. When our re- 
gard to Go is carried into, and regulates our temper 
and conduct in the various relations we bear to each 
other as ſuperiors, inferiors and equals, it will be cer- 
tain and evident we have the honour of his govern- 
ment at heart. Bur if our pretences to piety and de- 
votion have not ſo happy an effect upon our behaviour 
one toward another; and while we are exact and dili- 
gent in attendances on worſhip we are ſtubborn infe- 
riors, haughty ſuperiors, and felf-willed equals, it is 
plain, our proud hearts have never been humbled, 
we are not endued with the mind of Jxsus, nor par- 
is vain. Thus much was needful to be ſaid in general. 
come now to open this Commandment for examina- 
tion and humiliation. And the extent of it being 
* 2 


Honour | 
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Honour thy father and thy mother. To honour is 
to own the dignity, eminence and authority which 
| Gop hath put on the objects to be honoured, and this 
boch in an internal reverence of them in the mind, 
and by an external expreſſion of it in conduct. 
Thy father and mother : that is, not only thy natu- 
ral parents, but all others whom Gop hath marked 
out and diſtingniſhed by dignity and excellency, as he 
has done thy-natural parents. Where there is no dig- 
nity nor excellency, there is no place for reverence and 
honour. _ of 
On the other hand, all to whom Gop has given 
| dignity and excellency, are hereby equally, though 
more implicitly, injoined not to uſe it to their own 
ends, but to the glory of Gon, and the benefit of 
thoſe whom Gop has made inferior to them. | 
This is the: general deſign of the Commandment. 
And you fee it takes in all the relations we ſtand in to 
one another as ſuperiors and inferiors. I vill open 


I. The duty .of children towards their parents, and 
of parents towards their children. This ſhall be the 
matter of our preſent inquiry. - 


Previous to what will be faid upon the duties of 
parents and children, I would obſerve there is ſuch a 
thing as nature affeFion, which I ſuppoſe does not 
come within the ſcope of this Commandment. The 
Apoſtle indeed ſpeaks of n. any, namely, parents and 


(a) Rom. i. 31. 
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but then he is defcribing, not perſons tranſgreſſing 
this, or any other part of the written Law of Gon, 
but Heathens, departed from the light they bad, and 
funk in vice to that degree, as to have loſt thoſe very 
animals they were urged to by inſtinct. To fay there- 
fore that to be wanting in natural affeftion is a tranſ- 
ere 
ceive, to underſtand the Commandment rightly, which 
is not defigned to bid us do that which we by the mere 
inſtinct of nature alone are inclined to do, and do ac- 
tually without any thought of Gov's will in the mat- 
ter, till by the indulgence of our lufts, theſe our very 
natural inftinfts are deſtroyed and we become more 
unnatural than the brutes ; but this Commandment 
requires of us that which we are not in the leaſt de- 
gree by nature inclined to do, namely, as parents to 
uſe our authority over our children not for our own 
ends, but for Gov's glory in their ſpiritual welfare; 
and as children to honour our parents, becauſe they 
bear the authority of Gop towards us and over us. 
Hence by the way it is eaſy to ſee, | 


Firft, That natural affection is no virtue, however 
in other reſpects good and defirable it may be: for 
you fee it is but a mere inſtinct, and juſt no more 
than what is common to the beaſts with us. Let not 
then parents or children, the former eſpecially in whom 
this natural inſtinct is ſtrongeſt, miſtake this for the 
duty they owe one to the other by virtue of this Com- 
mandment ; nor apprehend that becauſe this natural 
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and care, therefore the duty of parent or child is ef- 
fectually diſcharged. The very worſt parents or 
children, who have loft all ſenſe of duty; will hardly 
be able altogether to extinguiſh this natural principle, 
which alſo is often found acting in the higheſt degree 
where there is not any thought of the child's ſalvation 
on one fide, nor of the honour due to parents on the 
other. 


Yet, Secondly, We may ſee alſo, that if this natural 
affection be loſt, it can only be in conſequence of the 
moſt advanced meaſure of fin. Self- will and felf- 
not only all principles of religion are excluded, but 
alſo all natural principles are eradicated by it. And, 


Thirdly, I ould obſerve on this matter, that tho* 
this natural affection be a great help in doing many 


rr 


rent to indulge chem in their humours, to give them 
their own will, not to endure to croſs much leſs to 
correct them, in ſhort, to give up all authority, and to 
leave the child to do as he pleaſes, till being unreſtrain- 
ed he is grown peeviſh, wilful, deſperate, intolerable 
to all, and a great grief of heart even to the fond pa- 
of the child's undoing. So you may fee fondneſs is a 
be too much gyarded againſt, eſpecially by mothers, 


ſerved that Gop by this Commandment 


a divine additional power to enforce upon children all 
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in whom natural affection is ſtrongeſt, and who-there- 


fore are moſt liable to fall into this deſtructive way 


of indulging their children to pleaſe themſelves. I do 
not ſtop to make anſwer to many excuſes which fond- 
neſs is ready to plead for itſelf; only I am deſirous it 
may be obſerved that when I find fault with fondneſs 
I do not mean to blame natural affection, but only 
that it ſhould be kept within its proper bounds. And 


what theſe are you ſhall now ſce, while I am deſcrib- 


ing, 


Firſt, The duty of parents towards their children, 
as required by this Commandment. And that will 
be diſtinctly ſeen, if this one thing be carefully ob- 


W 
children on pain of his wrath to honour their parents, 
does thereby himſelf expreſsly put a power into the 
parents hands. Now though parents mult needs have 
a natural power over their children, in conſequence of 
their begetting, nouriſhing and caring for them: yet 


their obligations by the expreſs revealed authority of 


Gep himſelf, parents could not have, unleſs Gop 


had been pleaſed to give it them. But to what end 
muſt we ſuppoſe Gop has put fo ſolemn a power into 
the hands of parents? What, to ſwell them up with 
pride, and that they may ule it tyrannically over their 


children? Gop forbid. What then, to enable the 


parents more effectually to provide for the temporal 
proſperity of their children? No, nor this neither, 
ay farther than ſuch an authority in temporal things 
might ſerve the higber — et promoting Gop's 
Vor. II. lory 
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glory in the Chriſtian education of children, and their 
being placed in ſuch a ſtate of life as might beſt con- 
tribute to their living to the fame glory, and to the 
eternal welfare of their own fouls. God's end is his 
own glory in all things; and therefore when he adds 
his revealed authority to the natural authority of the 
parent, it is with this deſign that they may bring them 
up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. This 
„ e ek ard tan wag tray" 


all parents to ſee if they have done their duty to their 
children, which will be found 2 


— 

Firſt, Aiming at their religious conduct. 

Secendly, Setting them a good example. 

Thirdly, Inſtructing them. 

Fourthly, Encouraging them in all good ways. 
Fiſebly, Being gentle toward them. 

| Sixthly, Seaſonably correcting them. 

Seceubly, Placing them in a proper calling 

Eightl{y, Providing for them. 

 Nalbh, Taking care how they marry. 

ruh To ſay all, praying for them. W 


rents have come ſhort, or acted contrary to any of 
. - 3 9 — theſe 
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theſe things, they have ſinned againſt their children, 
and broken the fifth Commandment. A ſhort word 
will be ſufficient upon each. | 


Firſt, It is the duty of parents to aim at the reli- 
gious education of their children above all things 
Gov faith of Abrabam, I know him, that be will com- 


mand bis children and bis houfhold after bim, and they 


Hall keep the way of the Lord (v). This you find was 
Abrabam's aim in the uſe of that authority Gop had 


given him over his children. And parents, can you 


fay it has been yours, your great aim, always the 


your children and guidance of them? Hath it really 


be n And in compariſon of this have you 


proſperity in the world? Be affured if it has not; if 
to bring them up in the fear of Gov has not been the 
principal object of your care, that which has regu- 
lated all your conduct reſpecting them, you have not 


done the leaft part of your duty towards them : if 


you have had no higher proſpects than for their well- 
doing in the world, or have been regatding them as 


your property, and have been deviſing to get yourſelf 


a name in them, you have gone out of the way of 
your duty, and have forgotten for what end God gave 
you authority over them. Has the glory of God in 
your childrens religious behaviour been your grand 
aim, regulating every ſtep you have taken in your 

I 2 management 


(8) Gen. zviti. 19. 
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management of them ? This is the leading inquiry. 
And hereupon, let it be aſked, 


Secondly, Have you been ſetting them ſuch an ex- 
ample as might beſt tend to form their minds to reli- 
gion on the one fide, and to diſcourage vice in them 
on the other? Have you carefully endeavoured they 
ſhould ſee in you every thing which might diſpoſe 
them to love and practiſe religion ; ſhould fee in you an 
engaging pattern of humility and faith, of heavenly- 


mindedneſs and the love of Gov, of charity and 
meekneſs, of deadneſs to the world reſpecting its ho- 


nours, intereſts and pleaſures; that they ſhould fee you 


feared Gop, ſtudied above all things to pleaſe him, 


and would not willingly diſpleaſe him to pleaſe all the 
men or to get all the things of the whole world; that 


they ſhould fee you delighted in worſhipping Gop by 


kept up daily in your family, and by the time they 
muſt know you ſpent with Go in private in your 
cloſet? And on the other fide, have they ſeen every 


thing in you which might tend to diſcourage vice in 
them; how hateful it was to you, how careful you 


were to avoid it? You have not ſet before them a 
pattern of pleaſure, and company-keeping, and idle- 
neſs, and vanity ? They have not ſeen you indulging 
over the glaſs or pampering your body by gluttonous 
living? You have not been an example to them of 
lewdneſs or ſwearing, of ambition or covetouſneſs, of 
fabbath-breaking or licentiouſneſs, of pride and ſelf- 
will and anger and violence, — in your counte- 
nance and words, than which nothing is or can be a 


more 
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more hurtful example to children ? Thus have you 
endeavoured by your example to nurture your children 
in the ways of Gop ? 


Thirdly, Have you carefully inſtructed your chil- 
dren in the knowledge of Cuxis r? Theſe words thut 
I command thee this day Hall be in thine heart ; and 
than ſhalt teach them diligently unto thy children (c). 
You ſee, it is the parents duty themſelves to catechiſe 


and inſtruct their children, as far as they are able. It 


zs the leaſt part of this to teach them by rote the cate- 
chiſm and their prayers, both ſhould be explained to 
them by the parents, and the children taught to regard 
them both as matters of the laſt and beſt importance: 
in doing which what is wanting in the parents ability 
muſt be made up in his diligence. Nor on any pre- 
tence muſt this point of inſtruction be put over by the 
parents to the ſchoolmaſter and miniſter, who ordina- 
rily will be able to do little it the parents authority 
and co-operating inſtruction be wanting to give weight 
to their endeavours. Parents muſt be diligent and 


dren alſo to attend and mind the inſtructions of the 
which regard I have matter of complaint againſt 
many parents among you, who give themſelves no 
care to cauſe their children to attend the public cate- 
chiſing, at leaſt when they are grown to ſuch years as 
to be capable of any conſiderable improvement; but 


leave the young perſons to themſelves to come or not 
as they ſee fit, and as fuits their own humours. 
* © aff Where- 


 (<) Deut. vi. 6, 7. 


frequent in this work themſelves, and cauſe their chil. 
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Wherefore I earneſtly beſeech and require all parents 
to look to it that their young ones give their attend- 
ance, and that not promiſcuouſly in the congregation 
as part of the audience (in which cafe they do nothing 
but play and diſturb all near them) but in the place 
aſſigned them; that they may not only hear, but ren- 
der an account of what they have heard. The third 
duty then of parents was m/trufion. Confider if 
you have nothing to charge yourſelf with on this 


Fourthly, Have you encouraged your children in 
all good ways? And in the parents power it is to en- 
courage their children by giving them helps, and 
ſhewing themſelves peculiarly delighted in them when 
22 any ſerious marks of religion on their 
minds. e 


ſhew their children, that 112 
only the greateſt ornament, but the richeſt bleſſing 
they wiſh for them. They may let their children 
know that they pray daily for God's grace upon their 
hearts; and that they have little concern about their 
proſperity in this world, in compariſon with what they 
feel for their being the ſervants of Cunisr and inhe- 
ritors of everlaſting life. The queſtion is, have pa- 
to encourage their children in the ways of religion? 
It muſt be a horrid part in a parent to do the con- 
trary, and to diſcourage them from the ways of god- 
lineſs. reg 


A 
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perhaps eternally loſt through this very thing, when 
they ſhall ſtand before the judgment-ſeart of the Lord 
Jzsvs ! « There are not a few, ſaith a ſenſible writer, 
© who ſeem afraid, left by being trained up in the 
holy religion of Carisr, their children ſhould be 
* brought too much out of love with this world, 
* and learn that piece of ill huſbandry (as they 
<« efteem it) to count all things but loſs for the ex- 


« cellency of the knowledge of CrurIST * the 


Lord.“ 


Fiſibly, Have you been gentle towards your chil- 
dren? Fathers, faith the Apoſtle, provote not your 
children to wrath (d). Harſhneſs in the parent is a 
fruit of the very fame ſtock with ſtubbornneſs in the 
child: both proceed from felf-will indulged. There 
is no good to be expected from harſhneſs ; on the 
© contrary it is the natural parent of lying, hypocriſy, 
and many other fins; till the child is grown old 
enough no longer to endure it, and breaks out into 
abſolute waywardaeſs and independency. The parent 
muſt hold his authority, yet muſt uſe it with a gentle 
hand. Gentleneſs does not lie in humouring children, 


but by mild and prudential meaſures, rather than by 


heat and violence, bringing them to compliance. Th 
gentleneſs in all cafes is needful, but eſpecially in the 


point of religion, leſt by means of force and icverity 


children v=o tartan Yet 


at proper ſeaſons, 


Sixthly, Have you alſo corrected your children? If 
1 let me aſk for what? Their vices, I hope, 
I 4 not 

(4) Ephef. vi. 4. 
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not Heir indifcretions, particularly the two great vices 
of children, ſtubbornneſs and idleneſs? Fooliſbneſ is 
beand in the heart of a child; the red of correct ion ſhall 

drive it far from bim (e). Here by fooliſhneſs you 
muſt underſtand wickedneſs, which faith the Spirit is 

bound in the heart of the child, this is what we are 
all born with; and it is this and this alone the rod of 
correction muſt drive out. The breakings out of natu- 
ral corruption muſt be reſtraineꝗ by the parents inter- 
poſing their chaſtiſing authority. So you ſee parents 
may not correct their children for their own pleaſure, 


to gratify their own paſſions z they may not correct 
them for their indifcretions, for being children: but 


for their bad tempers they may and muſt correct 
them. That is their duty to them; as to neglect it 
ſhevs but ſmall love of their fouls, though very great 
and very ſinful fondneſs for their perſons. Yet too 


often we ſhall ſce children puniſhed for their indiſcre- 


tions, and their vices eſcaping ; and the rod more fre- 
qucutly uſed to induige the bad humours of the pa- 
rent, an to correct thoſe of the child. What ſay 


you now, have you nat withholden the rod? or have 


you uſed it only in reſtraĩning your childrens corrup 
tions ? If you have ſpared the rod you have laid afidg 
your authority ; if you have uſed it for your own 
pleafure you have abufed it it, The 


Seventh * of parents is to place their children 
in a proper calling; that is ſuch an one as, their cir- 
cumſtances and talents conſidered, will beſt contribute 
to their doing God ſervice i in the world, and will leait 

expoſt 
le) Prov. xzii. 15. 
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expoſe them to temptations. In determining this im- 
portant matter the parent muſt have directly in his 
eye the glory of Go and the ſpiritual welfare of 
the child. It is this, and not what will in a worldly 
view be moſt advantageous muſt guide his determina- 
tions. The manifold daily abuſes in this kind ſhould 
cauſe parents ſeriouſly ro conſider and to lay to heart, 
by what motives they have been directed, in a matter 
wherewith not only the preſent proſperity, but the fu- 
ture happineſs of their children ſtands fo nearly con- 
nefted : and in this view the making the only rule of 
determination what the child likes, will hardly be 


Eighthly, It is the duty of parents to lay up for their 
children a ſuitable proviſion : and a ſuitable one is 
that which will enable them beſt to exerciſe their call- 
ing with moſt advantage to God's glory, and with 
leaſt temptation to their own ſouls. The parent is 
not to make indeed the leaving his children a compe- 
rency an excuſe for his own covetouſneſs, and for not 
giving to the poor out of that wherewith Gop hath 
bleſſed him: but then neither is he to neglect making 
proviſion for them through ſloth, nor to ſquander their 
portion in extravagant living. The proverb that 
charity begins at home ſeems founded in the thing 
now before us. A man muſt give to others with a 
more ſparing hand till proviſion be made for his own 
houſhold ; and then he muſt open his hand more 
largely in acts of liberality. But what is a compe- 
tency for a child? The anſwer is eafy, that which 


will enable him to live agreeably to his ſtation. But 
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how ſhall I know what that is, ſeeing people of the 
ſame ſtation live very differently? This muſt be de- 
termined by the practice of prudent and ſerious peo- 
ple. 


NMintbly, 1 will juſt add a word upon the point of 
marriage: concerning which, as this at leaſt is clear 
that children ought not to marry without their parents 
conſent; ſo it will lie in the parents power and is the 
indiſpenſible duty of parents, to prevent their chil- 
drens marrying to graceleſs perſons: for ſo the rule 
is, Let them marry, only in the Lord (f). Grace is the 
firſt qualification; and therefore if the parent biaſed 
by intereft gives his conſent where the perſon to marry 
his child is graceleſs, he betrays the truſt Gop has put 
into his hand, and ſhametully fins againſt Gop's glory 
and the foul of his child. So far is clear. But is this 
the whole of the parents duty in the point of mar- 
riage ? I find the Patriarchs in Scripture ſeeking wives 
for their ſons: and if parents did not leave fo great a 
matter wholly to their children, as is commonly done, 
but would at a proper time of life ſeek out fuitat 
perſons for their children, propoſing them to their incli- 
nations without force or conſtraint, they would tread in 
the ſteps of Abraham, Jaac, and other Scripture ex- 
amples, and not at all ftep out of the way of their 
duty to their children. But, 


_ Tenthly and laſtly, Have you been conſtant and im- 
portunate at the throne of grace for the ſpiritual wel- 
fare of your children? that in all theſe things Gon 
{f} 1 Car. vii. 26—39. 


Serm. 33. Lectures on the Church Catechiſm. 123 
would direct you, and bleſs them? Have you prayed 
for the grace of Gon to be poured into their hearts; 
and for that beyond all things? Are there records of 
ſuch your daily interceſſiuons written in the book of 
Gop's remembrance? And will it be found there at 
the judgment-day ? 

But I have done. n is. che d of pace. 
You fee how ſpiritual as well as important it is. You 
will prove yourſelves by it as many as have been in 


that relation. I refer the duties of children to our 


next meeting, when | eſpecially with all young per- 
ſons may be 


Gop has laid upon them reſpecting their parents by 
this fi‘ Commandment. 


SERMON 


preſent to hear on their part what a charge 


SERMON XXXIV. 


GaLraTians III. 24. 


Wherefore the Law was cur Schoolmaſter to bring 
us unto Chriſt, that we might be juſtified by Faith. 


HE relative duties required by the fifth 
1 1 mmandment are now under examina- 

tion for the purpoſe expreſſed in the Text, 
e that ſeeing ourſelves condemned by the 
Law we may humble ourſelves, and come unto 
CarrsT. The relation of parents and children was 
entred upon when we laſt met. Then I ſhewed you, 
how Gop had put authority-into the hands of parents ; 


was the duty of parents to uſe their authority over 


ſpeak, 


Secondly, Of the duty of children towards their pa- 
rents, In this relation we muſt all have been; and 


gious education of children; and that conſequently it 


lars in the duty of parents. I am now to 


4 „ 
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therefore the preſent ſubject will be of more univerſal 
concernment than the laſt. We have all had parents. 
Have we done our duty toward them? Here ſome 
will hold themſclves guiltleſs, becauſe their 
parents died when they were young: indeed in that 


caſe the obligations whack are purely natural ceaſed ; 


the authority ever ford ebidirn, as ell an — 


of a parent, devolved upon thoſe who had the care 
of them, and flood in the place of parents toward 
them : „„ 
univerſal concern to us all. 

The word of Commandment is this, Honcur thy 


: father and mother. Obſerve, It is not ſaid bear a na- 


tural affection toward thy father and mother, but ho- 
nour and reverence them. Natural affection there will 


be, till children grow altogether reprobate : but there 


may be much of this, where there is little or nothing 
of the reverence here commanded. A child, who is 
very wicked toward Gop, may have much natural 
affection for his parents. But to honor and reverence 
them, as bearing Gop's authority, and from a ſenſe 
of duty to Gov, this is the main point, and the only 


mark of a truly dutiful child. Our buſineſs therefore 


is to ſee what is meant by this word honor thy father 
and thy mother, which will lay open to us the whole 
duty of children to parents. Now to honour has 
been faid to be to acknowledge the dignity there is in 
another. Conſequently to honour our parents is in 
all ſuitable ways to acknowledge that dignity and au- 


. -' - * 
3 Fir), 


Serm. 34. Lectures on the Church Catechiſm. 127 


Fr, There muſt be an inward acknow! 
of their dignity and authority upon the heart. 


Secondly, There muſt be an outward expreſſion 
thereof in a becoming behaviour. But becauſe where 
the one of theſe is, the other cannot fail to be: 1 
ſhall conſider them together. 
To honour parents implies an acknowledgment of 
that dignity and authority Gop has put upon them 
both, both father and mother. And where this is, 
there will not be wanting fuitable outward expreſſions 
of it. I fay both father and mother, for the Com- 
mandment mentions both, and requires the one to be 
honoured as well as the other. It requires both of 
them to be honoured, not for the ſake of any natural 
pliſhments of ſenſe and parts, or for any worldly 
diſtinctions of wealth, honour and ſtation, but becauſe 
God's authority is put upon them equally and in 
common : and fo the one muſt be honoured as well 
as the other, and neither of them the leſs becauſe they 
may be without any conſiderable either natural or ac- 
quired endowments. Now this honour muſt needs 
imply all fuch things as do acknowledge Gop's au- 
thority in the perſons of our parents, and do corre. 
ſpond with God's deſign in giving parents that autho- 
rity. For though Goo has put authority in the pa- 
rents hand, it is plain nevertheleſs that neither Gov's 
glory, nor the child's ſpiritual benefit is therein pro- 
moted any farther than the child has regard to Gop's 
authority in the perſons of his parents, conſidering 
them as ſet over him under and for Gop. From 
hence it is evident that the 


Firſt 
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to them thraugh natural affection, or for the ſake of 
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Firſt duty of children to parents, and that alſo 


without which they can do no part of their duty to 


them upon a right principle, 1s to reverence them as 
immediately appointed by Go» to direct their educa- 
tion. This is in the ſtricteſt ſenſe to honour parents. 
Honour them ; have regard to their authority over 
you. Reſpect that authority as God's appointment. 


Now children, have you conſidered your parents as 
_ Gop's deputies, and in that view have you had a be- 


coming reverence on your heart toward them ? What, 
has it been the main thing cauſing you to reverence 
them, that Gop bid you do fo? And have you in- 
deed reverenced them, and always done ſo? And 


both of them, your mother as well as your father? 


Whatever has been their condition in life, whether 
poor or rich; whatever has been their conduct in ge- 


neral, and toward yourſelf, ſtill have you reverenced 


them; not thinking yourſelf by any conduct or cir- 
cumſtances of theirs, or by any advantages of know 
ledge, grace, ſenſe, wealth, ſtation, you may have 


that honour which Gop requires you to have and bear 
on your heart toward them? The oppoſite to this is 
rn light by father or mother; making 


no account of them any farther than we need them. 
This is a common fault and fin in many children, they 


have no reverence of their parents in their hearts ; 


and they ſhew none in their expreſſlons toward them. 


and when they are grown up may have ſome reſpect 


what 
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what they may expect from them ; but to reſpect them 
with „ eee Yet the 
Commandment doth not ſay, Honour your father and 
en becauſe you live in 
their houſe, and are cared for by them : it doth not 
fay, honour them, while you have your dependence 
upon them, and then you need not honour them any 
longer: nor doth it ſay, Honour your father, becauſe 
he is a wiſe and experienced and wealthy man; ho- 
nour your mother, becauſe ſhe is very fond of you, 
and is ready to let you do as you pleaſe : but it faith, 
at large, without regard to circumſtances, and with a 
peremptory command, Honour thy father and mother. 
Behold I charge thee fo to do. I ſuppoſe there is 
much failure throughout the world with regard to this 
godly reverence ; elſe we ſhould not find fo little an 
account made of parents, when they are no longer 
needed, and are grown old enough to be inconvenient 
or troubleſome or expenſive. Elfe children would not 
be anſwering fo pertly, and diſputing fo ſaucily, and 
in all things behaving ſo ſtubbernly and frowardly as 
From this reverence will ſpring out many other diſ- 
poſitions, which are the duties of children toward 
their parents. For it is manifeſt, if Gon has put au- 
here hunger hand for his glory in the reli- 
ducation of children, that then it muſt be the 
Sow of cis beats eaten ie cate- 
rity, in every caſe to which it reaches. And fo chil- 
dren muſt reverence their parents in all their inſtrucsi- 
0:5, diſcipline, correftions, diſcoſals and directions; in 
vou- i S W — 
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all which they muſt behave with a humble and chear- 
ful compliance, not expecting to have their own 
will, bur ſtudying to pleaſe and obey their parents in 


The Second duty thereforeof children, is chearfully and 
humbly to attend unto their parents inſtrutms. When 
parents are teaching their children the ways of Gop, 


fulneſs of their nature, and the danger of fuch and 
ſuch wrong courſes taken up by them, when they are 
warning them of the evil of certain fins they are moſt 


hable to, as ſtubborrmeſs, ſelf- will, idleneſs, pride, 


eompany- keeping, or love of pleaſure, vanity in dreſs, 
or any thing elſe; when they are giving their children 
obſervance of them, they are acting in the character 
of patents; and it is the duty of children humbly to 


Fhe word of Gon is expreſs on this head, y ſen, 
hear the infruftion of thy father, and forſake not the 


| aw of thy thather (a). Not do I underſtand that in 


any advanced age of children, either they or the pa- 
requires. We find old Jacob ſharply reproving the 
condutt of his two ſons in the matter of the Sheche- 
miles (); and old El condemned for not reftraining 
the impiety of Hophnt and Phinebas (c), when they 
were not only grown to be men, but were in the ad- 


miniſtration of the prieſthood. The queſtion there- 
r 3 
f .. ze. | om — 


cdority Gop had put into his hands. He was reſolved 
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fore is, have children meekly heard and carefully ob- 
ſerved the inſtructions of their parents, relating to re- 
ligious conduct? Look back, and ſee. Were not 
ſuch leſſons grievous and intalerable to you? When 
you were warned againſt certain companions or prac- 
tices, were you never impatient ? When you were re- 
proved for your faults, were you never reſentful, and 
even ready to fling away in a rage? In your grown 
years, have you not thought, what have my parents 
to do with me? And when an affeftionate mother 
not thought yourſelves particularly intitled to laugh 
at it, and diſregard it? Perhaps behaved fo irreve- 
renrly to your parents that they have been afraid tg 
| ſpeak freely to you; and have incurred E's fia thro” 
| fear of diſpleaſing you? 


The Third duty of children, is chearfully to ſubmit 
to the parents diſcipline. By this I mean the religious 
diſcipline or government of the family. When 7% 
ſaid, As for me and my houſe we will ſerde the Lord (d); 
he ſpake like one who had a proper ſenſe of the au- 


Gon ſhould be ferved in his houſe, and it was the 
duty of his children duly to conform to the order and 
regulations he made therein. While the pious parent 
in the fear of Gov will allow no bad orders within 
his walls, expects all his dependents to attend the fa- 
mily worſhip, and forbids all idle wangrings abroad 
on the Lord's dgy, the chilgren pyſt gutifully com- 
ply with the whole ang every dae ang tha 


(@) SIN 15. 
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however they be advanced to riper years. Thank- 
fully and chearfully in all ſuch orders they muſt ſub- 
mit to the parents pleaſure; and it will be a peculiar 
fin againſt their authority to flight, or ſhew any diſlike 
of ſuch religious regulations. Yet how often do 
children think this grievous! have you not thought it 


a burden to be thus confined to religious exerciſes ? 


A hardſhip, that your parents would not allow you 
ſuch pleaſures, as you are ready to fay they themſelves 
took when they were young? Have you not thought 
it a hard thing they would not permit you to wander 
about and take your pleaſure on Sundays? And have 
you not often undutifully deceived them by feigned 
pretences in one and another of theſe particulars ? 


Fuurtöly, It is the duty of children chearfully to 
ſubmit to the correct iuns of their parents, and humbly 
to profit by them. By correction I mean any method 
the parent uſes for reſtraĩning the vices of his chil- 
dren. And under correction it is the child's _ 

1 To be humbled for his fault. 


u. To be gricved for hav: ing incurred his parents 
di | ants 


| il. To ſubmit to the reproof. And, 


. endeavour without delay to recover Gop's 
fxvour and his parents alſo. And let me add, it is 
che duty of children thus to behave under the correc- 

CA tions 
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tions of their parents whether they be more or lefs ſe- 
vere, whether of the rod or the wgee, arab 
father or mother. | 


Firſt, Wan Seder e 
ever it be, whether ly ing, or ſwearing, or idleneſs, or 
company-keeping, or whatever elſe. They muſt nor 
deny they have done amiſs, and ſet about to excuſe 
themſelves ; r 
pleaſure, all were well enough. 


Secondly ese fe bee incur- 
ed their parents diſpleaſure. For bat they mult 
principally be grieved, — 
have brought on themſelves. 


Thirdly, They muſt ſubmit to the b 
not be angry with their parents for doing their duty to 
them ; but own their fault, and confeſs they deſerve 
and need the correction. Ann 
heart. 


Fourthly, They muſt ſeek Gop's n s and 
their parents. Alas, how little is the former of theſe 
thought of by ſtubborn children! and how loth are 
they to conform to the latter. 7 


preſs a hearty forrow for being deſervedly under the 
parents diſpleaſure, they grow ſullen, appear diſſatiſ- 
fied, meditate revenge on thoſe who may have given 
Gay yet EI, and ſtudy rather how to 
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themſelves. Sometimes this grows up to an intoler- 
able infolence, they will ſtay no longer in the houſe 
not they, e 


deal of ſuch threatning wilful language behind their 
garents back if not to their faces; which ſhews a de- 


Ir Pe wickednck, and a total loſs of all re- 
yerence towards parents or duty toward Gop, Of 
ach it is ſaid in Deuteronomy, Fa man heve a ftub- 
born and rebellious jon, who will not obey the voice of 
brs father, ir the rice of bis mother ; ah that when 
they bave chaſtned bim, until not bearken unto them: thin 
Hal lis father and mother lay beid on lin, and bring 
| the elders of bis city; N 
b city Ball ine bin with ſtones, that be die (e). 


Fiſthy, Have you chearfully fubmined to the /. 
peſals of your parents? This is another duty of chil- 
dren, to leave the management of themſelves in the 
prmer of their ecucation 6 ther pavemes will Chil- 
of the one ſex muſt not affect any other ſchools 
= callings than their parents provide for them; nor 
thoſe of the other ſuch dreſs or pleaſure as their pa- 
rents do not fee fit for them. And in theſe things 
they muſt ſtudy not only to ſubmit to, but to pleale 
their parents, ſhewing all chearfulneſs in doing as 
they are bid. There is no true reverence of parents, 
1 hildren want to have their own will in ſuch mat- 
ters ; arid though, they ſubmit, yer do it unthank- 
fully as we fay. Fess you know went down readily 
with his parents to Nazareth, and was ſubject unto 
chem. It is really a. graceleſs ſaying from 2 child to 


a parent, 


1e) Deut. xxi. ens 
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a parent, however innocently it may ſeem to be ſpoken, 
J will not be of that trade. or profeſſion ; or why 
„ ſhould not I do as this and that young perſon does? 
Dutiful children diſpute nothing, but chearfully fub- 


mit to what their parents order; and that without 


making any queſtionings upon the matter. But I 
fuppoſe this is not the common caſe of children. Too 
often young perſons will be for taking the manage- 
ment of themſelves out of their parents hands as ſoon 
as poſſible, and when indeed they are utterly unfit to 
judge of what is proper for them; they will ſhew 
are making for them, and will try all the arts of ſtub- 
bornneſs and fondneſs to bring their parents to com- 


ters, and impatiently longing for that ſeaſon. Mean 
time as that advances, you may fee diſregard to pa- 
rental authority advancing with it, and new liberties 
daily taken in ſelf-government. And now the young 


rents no farther than according to the worldly expecta- 


tions had from them, manages all things at its own 


diſcretion, and adventures into the moſt important 
e 


| e nnd i ee-peier of mantions; : 


that to engage their affections ſo far as to put it out 


their conſent, and then to aſk their approbation, is 
„* 
| s - 


they will do when they are men and their own maſ- 


head is wiſe enough to ſet up for itſelf, regards pa- 


which I —— woman trfatis 


of their parents power with any prudence to-withhold 


* 
! 
K: 
"1 
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and that a coarſe one too; and which they do not pay 
from any reverence but through a ſort of laviſh fear, 
and becauſe they cannot marry without their parents 
aſſiſtance. To ſay the truth, as many parents regard 
their children as their property, conſidering them only 
as thoſe with whom they may do what they will, ſo 
many children in their turn ſeem to have no other no- 
tion of their parents, they look on what their parents 
have as theirs and that is all, they mind; they take 
advantage of their parents circumſtances to diſpoſe of 
themſelves, and will think themfelves hardly dealt 
with if their parents do not come into their meaſures ; 
ſo indeed, as I have faid, uſing their parents no other- 
vile than as their property: 


Sixthly, It 18 the duty of chi rer 


to ſubmit reve- 
rently to the directions of their parents in all lawful 
things. I add this in the place of many other parti- 
culars that might be mentioned, and in order to make 
you ſenſible that the Commandment is fo large, as 
to require a reverent obedience to parents in every 
lawful caſe. There can be but this one exception, 
if the parents directions ſhould be contrary to con- 
ſcience towards Go : in all other caſes the rule holds, 
Children obe your parents in all things (f). See how 
large the rule is, in all things, great as well as little, 
and little as well as great. In things of greater im- 
portance the matter is clear, to diſobey is to diſhonour. 
But is it not ſo in lefler things? Certainly it is. For 
if the thing directed be little, it is more eaſily com- 
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irreverence. Beſides theſe leſſer things take in the ge- 
nerality of the parents directions, and of the child's 
duty. Honour for parents will approve itſelf by a 
readineſs to conform to their will in the whole of the 
childrens conduct; and the excellent proof of it is a 
being pleaſed in doing or forbearing in the whole of 
the conduct as will pleaſe the father and mother, whe- 
ther the matters be great things or ſmall. Conſider 
then, has it been your ſtudy to pleaſe your parents in 


all things? to behave yourſelf as you knew they 


would have you? and has this accompanied you in 
their abſence as well as in their preſence ? And that 
alſo when you could be fure they would never know 
what you did? And have you done this not out of 
conſtraint but chearfully ? I know not what your con- 
duct may have been in this reſpect: but there is a 
manifeſt ſelf - willedneſs of conduct in many children. 
They want to pleaſe themſelves in all things z when 
they are reſtrained from it you may ſee by their faces 
if not hear from their mouths, that they are diffatiſ- 
is the more to be regarded, becauſe it is in this general 
 defire of pleaſing parents rather than in any particular 
act, that the honouring them, that is, the honouring 
God's authority in them, doth conſiſt. And it is eaſy 
to ſee, that if there be this general deſire to pleaſe and 
obey parents in the whole conduct, a conformity with 
their will in more intereſting caſes will not be want- 
ing: as on the other hand, fuch children as have no 
regard to pleaſe their parents in the generality of their 
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through fear or intereſt, comply with their will in more 
Such now is the duty of children. And you may 
fre how exactly it correfponds in every particular with 
Hands, for bis own glory in the religious education of 
children. If parents ate authoriſed and required to 
tram up their children in the ways of godlineſs; then 
x muſt de the chalePs duty to reverence his parents as 
pine, 10 ſabmit to their needful corrections, to yield 
himſelf to their diſpoſals, and in all things to be 
guided by their will. This is plain, -otherwiſe the 
defipn-of the Commandment is fruſtrated; and there- 
fore, whenever we have departed from ſuch an ho- 
maring of our parents, we have broken the fifth 
a I pom eng enema 

| you arc talking of; F make me 
wich a covenant GOD; 1 had no good in- 
fiructions from them; and when they corrected me it 
andaliredtions at beft, tended only to my worldly hap- 
pine; yea, and they have ſet me an ill example, by 
negletft of family worfhip, and private worſhip in 
their own cloſets, (far d know, that ordinarily they 
Gn ut, Mn grant 

The like. —— — 
eee duty I owe them? Muſt 1 


honour 
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honour ſuch parems as theſe ? Doubaleſ you mull. 
No miſeonduct in them toward you, will juſtify an 
irre verence in you toward them: for Gon faith, Ab- 
But you ſay, how enn 1 henoft them when they ave 
wicked? Why if they were good, the reaſon of your 
honouring them, conſidered as parents, is net becauſe 
cauſe Con has put authority upon them as ſuch. So 
you fee that the authority Gon hath put upon them, 
"makes them honoureble whether they be bad or good. 
And were they good, to honovr them for that, and 
not for the authority Go D hath put upen them, wete 
to go befide the Commandinent. Here lies the dif- 


ficulty, to honour parents ſolely from the conſidera- 
tion becauſe Gon has put authority upon them: and 
in this view, it is juſt as difficult to honour good pa- 
rents as bad ones. But how muſt I honour bad pa- 
rents? Juſt as you would honour good ones. You 
muſt reverence them in your heart; you muſt obey 


now your parents are bad? Well then, have you ho- 
noured them in this manner? Have you reverenced 
them in your heart? Or have you not licentiouſly ta- 
ken advantage of their faults ro flight them in your 
mind? Have you obeyed them in all lawful things? 
Or have you not ſet up for your own maſter ? Have 
you ſtudied to pleaſe them, and always to do fo for 
conſcience fake? Have you behaved reſpeifally to 
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kindly to you? And if you have warned them of 

Have you couered thoſe faults, as much as you might, 
of them to others? Have you prayed for them; and 
alſo endeavoured by the meekneſs and humbleneſs of 
your demeanour to win their ſouls? 

T have now ſuggeſted matter enough of inquiry 
upon the duty of children; and therein I ſuppoſe of 
. homiliation. It were greatly to be wiſhed that parents 
and children would lay to heart what has been ſaid on 
this important ſubject; which, as I obſerved in the 
beginning, has the neareſt connection with our eſtate 
towards Gop, and a religious regard to which is among 
fp aaa an intereſt in Can1s7 
"Roos | 


SERMON 


GaraTians III. 24. 


| Wherefore the Law was cur Schoolmaſter to bring 
us unto Chriſt, that we might be juſtified by Faith. 


KEZERLTHOUGH the ſubject undertaken from 


* a EN 


in Lent, yet it will be improper to leave 

the conſideration of that Commandment 
we had entred upon unfiniſhed. Therefore I will go 
on with the fifth Commandment already begun with, 
and ſubmit to your conſideration and examination 
thoſe ſeveral other relative duties it injoins ; having 


already ſpoken to the duties of parents and children. 


A Second pair of duties required by the fftb Cen- 


Firſt of the duty of ſervants. You muſt conſider 
we have all a twofold calling; a general calling, and 
a particular calling. The general calling is that which 
is common to us all, tbe profeſſion of Chriftianit;. 
The particular is chat ſpecial ation of life, or caurie 

of 
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of employment, in which we are engaged. Now as 
there can be no congradiftion. between theſs two, if 
our ſpecial calling be an honeſt one; ſo it is the moſt 
we faithfully ſerve Gon therein: I fay, when the main 


thing we have in view is to ſerve and glorify Gop in 


our ſpecial calling, then we do moſt of all approve 
ourſelves true members of Can iar: as well, becauſe 
fuch ſpecial calling is the very place allotted us in 
which we ſhould ſerve Gon in eur generation; as be- 
cauſe our ſpecial calling muſt in a manner ingroſs all 
our time. What is advanced thus in general, I now 
particularly apply to the matter before us, the caſe of 


The Firſt duty of fervants is to conſider themſelves 
ſervants of Gop in that their 


St Paul in the ſinth chapter to the Epbeflans, he obe- 
dient to them that are your maſters according to the fleſh, 
with fear and jrembling, n fingleneſs of your beart, as 
unto Chrift : not with che. ſervice, as men-gleaſers, but 
as the ſervants of Chriff, doing the will of God from the 
beart 3 with good will doing ſervice, as to the Lord, 
and not to men. Here, "you fee, ſervants are required 
| tos their duty in their calling, with fingſeneſs of 

heart, as -unto Cn; not as if they had no more 
to do but to pleaſe their maſters ; but with god will 
God expects it of them; and to pleaſe and glorify 
him. This is the main qualification of a good ſer- 
_ vant. And without this none ſhall be fo accounted in 
* ful 
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in truth ſuch are not ſerving Gop, but themſelves. 
Nay, but indeed it cannot be imagined that ſuch will 
Senſe of duty to Gop, as members of Car 157's body, 
and ſerving the Lord in that calling, wilt carry ſer- 
vants through all the duties and all the diſcourage- 
be eye-fervants, but feeing God's eye ever looking 
upon them, will be ever as diligent in the mafter's 
abfence as in his preſence ; fuch will not more ſquan- 
der their maſter's goods than they will ſquander his 
time, but will make the moſt of all for the maſte:*s 
benefit, as being put in truſt by Gop ; nor will {fuck 
hardſhips and unkindneſſes which either their maſters 
put upon them, or at leaſt ſervants will be apt to 
think they do. If the deſire of pleaſing Gon be 
wanting, and the greateſt aim is to pleaſe the maſter, 
and ferve their own intereſts, the beſt ſervants other- 
_ wiſe in the world will gain nothing in Gop's account, 
for Thoſe that deſpiſe me, ſaith the Lord, ſhall be 


lightly eftcemed. Nor upon ſtrict inquiry will they be . 


found, either careful as they ought of their maſter's. 
intereſts, or diligent as they ſhould be at their labour: 
moſt of all, they will not endure with a proper ſpirit 
thoſe hardſhips or unkindneſſes they have to contend - 
ready to utter paſſionate and irreverent ſpeeches; © The? 
„ I ſhould work myſelf to death my maſter would 


not care, and * This is what I get for my la- 
„ bour,” Indeed if we ferve carthly maſters only, 
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this may be often ſaid truly enough: but if we ſerve 
Gov in our calling of ſervants, it can never be ſaid, 
* Here is no conſideration had of my diligence.” 
The true ſervant of CHR Is r knows better than to ſay 
that: for as he does not ſeek a reward from man for 
his ſervices, ſo he is ſure he ſhall not Joſe his reward 
from the hand of him whom he ferves, his maſter in 
heaven; and hereupon is not diſcouraged by thoſe 
hardſhips or unkindneſſes put upon him by his maſter 
on earth. Jacob was a good ſervant under Laban, a 
covetous and hard mafter. Yet Laban's ſeverity did 
not cauſe Jacob to remit of his diligence. For twenty 
years together he went on ferving Laban with all bis 
might : as he ſays, By day the drought conſumed him, 
and by night the froſt, and fleep departed from bis 
eyes (a) „ he was up early and late, and minded no 
weather. And what recompence did he get from 
Leban? Why, If any thing was torn Jacob bare 
« the loſs of it; and whatever was ſtolen by day or 
4 night poor Jacob muſt ſtand to it.” That there 
are many Laban: in the world may not be queſtioned; 
but I fear there are few Jacobs, who ſerve Gop in 
their calling with his faithfulneſs, diligence and zeal 
for his maſter's intereſt, and that too under fo many 
diſcouragements, and ſo much ill treatment as Jacob 
met with in return for all the ſervices he had done 
Laban. The too common language is, My maſter 
does not like me, why then let things go as they 
will; what care I how much is loſt and ſquander- 
ed. Now, ſervants, prove yourſelves by this. What 
anſwer will you give to this queſtion, have you been 
Rs ſerving 


{a} Gen. xxxxi. 40. 
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ſerving Go in your calling? If you have altogether 
failed here, there is a heavy account lying againſt you 
before Gop for your conſtant tranſgreſſion of his fifth 
Commandment. But ſuppoſe you had ſome general 
eye to Gop in your ſervice, hath that continually at- 
tended you, fo that for Gop's ſake yeu have been al- 

ways diligent, faithful, patient? There is no inquiry 
fo important to ſervants, who would think well of 
their eſtate towards Go bp through Jrsvs CurisT, as 
this now before us. For as ſervice is their talent, fo 
only by reſolving this inquiry, can they be deter- 
mined whether they have uſed it to the glory of Go 
or not. And with regard to the matter of ſalvation, 
I muſt obſerve, it is of equal moment to you that 
you be found ſerving Gop in your calling of ſervants, 
as it is to me that I be found fo doing in my calling 
as a miniſter of the Goſpel of Cuz 1s7.—What I have 
been advancing on this head is the foundation; and 
that without which it is impoſſible to be a good ſer- 
vant: for conſcience toward God mutt needs be the 
ground and ſupport of all other duties, which Gop 
requireth from ſervants to their mafiers. But where 
there is this conſcience towards Gop in ſervants, there 
maſters, or a ſhewing that reverence by obedience and 
| honeſty, together with prayer for them, and for the 
ſucceſs of their maſter's buſineſs in their hands; which 
are the remaining duties of fervants, and which I 
come now more directly to lay before them for exa- 
ninatior Wherefore, 


The ſecond duty of ſervants is to reverence their maſ- 
ters. This reverence is twofold, inward and outward. 
Yor. II. 1 Firſt, 
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Firſt, Inward. Servants be obedient to them that 
are your maſters according to the fleſh, with fear and 
trembling (b). Be ſulject to your maſters with all fear, 
wot only bo the good and gentle, but alſo tothe froward (c). 
Let as many ſervants as are under the yoke, count their 
cwn maſters worthy of all honour (d). You ſee Gop puts 
authority upon the maſter, and requires ſervants to 
reſpe& and reverence it. As it was in parents, fo 
here in maſters, God's authority reſts upon them; 
and for the ſake of that they muſt be reverenced. If 
| you ſhould reverence your maſters becauſe they are 
_ wiſe and wealthy, this would not be the thing; for 
then you would not reverence them at all if they were 
poor or ignorant: and this I fuppoſe is a common 
caſe with ſervants ; while they are in families where 
their maſters are rich and great and keep up ſome au- 
_ thority, they will have ſome reſpect towards ſuch 
maſters : but do they come under ſuch as are lower in 
the world, or have not fo much diſcretion and weight 
with them, truly they have no reſpect for them at all. 
Yea, and in the fame houſe you ſhall commonly ſee a 
kind of reverence had of the maſter and very little 
of the miſtreſs. In ſuch caſes it is plain there is no 
regard had to God's authority; to which, and not to 
the wiſdom or wealth of the maſter, the reverence is 
due. I fay, it is Gop's authority puts honour upon 
the maſter; and that whether the maſter be rich or 
poor, wiſe or fooliſh, nay good or bad. Even in bad 
_ maſters Gov's authority muſt be honoured : for when 

| 0 | St Paul 
e Epheſviig. 1 | (4) x Tha. i 4. 


(c) 1 Pet. ii. 18. 
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St Paul faith, Let as many ſervants as are under the 
yoke, count their maſters <carthy of all honozr, that the 
name of God and his dactrine be not blaſphemed, he is 
ſpeaking of unbelieving and Heathen maſters z as ap- 
pears from what he adds in the next verſe, Aud they 
that have believing maſters, let them not deſpiſe them be- 
cauſe they are brethren ; by which he ſhews that the 
maſters he was before ſpeaking of were infidels ; while 
at the ſame time he intimates it is no leſs difficult to 


reverence ſuch maſters as are truly good and Chriſtian. 


It is as if he ſhould have ſaid, Servants, I know it 
« js a hard matter for you to reverence your maſters; 
« if they are without religion you will be ready to 
«« think, muſt or can I have any reverence for ſuch 
« 2 wicked maſter as this? And if your maſter be a 
« real diſciple of Cuz1sT, you will be apt to forget 
« he is your maſter, becauſe as a Chriſtian all are 
upon a level as brethren : but whether bad or good, 
« a diſciple of Cu RIS or of Belial, bear an honour 
« toward him on your heart, becauſe Gop has put 
« his authority upon him. It is a great matter, and 
« that by which ſervants do a great deal of honour 
« ro Chriſtianity, that they efteem and reverence their 
« maſters in their hearts, whatever they be: as by a 
_ « contrary conduct they bring diſgrace on the name 
« of Gop, and the Goſpel of Jesvs is evil ſpoken 
—— 


Secondly, This inward muſt, and where it is will 
be accompanied by outward reverence ; which lies 
chiefly in a reverent ſpeaking and behaving f their 
maſters, and a reverent ſpeaking of them. Servants 

hb 3,55 muſt 


* 
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muſt not ſpeak or act irreverently ie their maſters and 
miſtreſſes, muſt not an/wer again (e), ſaith the Apoſtle, 


muſt not ſhew a proud, ſullen, undutiful fpirit. But 
how little is there of this Chriſtian conduct among us? 
Do not the moſt of ſervants, if they be in families of 
higher ſtation, ſhew the irreverence of their hearts by 
2 diſcontented ſullen countenance, and an angry ſturdy 
manner of going about their work, when in any thing 
they are blamed or put out of their own way ? And 
in families of a lower degree, is not the ſervants word 
as good as the maſters or miſtreſſes ; are not their 
ſervants continually ready to come to terms of de- 
bate with them ; and the maſters often obliged to 
give up the matter for peace-ſake ? Such ſervants be- 
wray the ungodlineſs and irreverence of their hearts by 
ſuch behaviour; and indeed have not the leaſt regard 
to Gop's authority in the perſons of their maſters and 
miſtreſſes. And as ſervants muſt not behave or ſpeak 
wreverently to their maſters, ſo they muſt not ſpeak 
wreverently of them. It is a very bad part in a ſer- 
vant to come like a ſpy into a family, to watch and 
obſerve every thing that paſſes, and then to go whif- 
pering it about here and there without any other end 
to be anfwered but that of indulging a wanton licen- 
tious tongue, and a very wicked irreverent heart. 
Yet it is a moſt ordinary thing for ſervants to ſpeak 
too forwardly of their matters when behind their 
back; to proclaim their faults and weakneſſes, and 
ſo to blaſt their reputation. And this I have obſerved 
to be a very ulual thing after ſervants are paſt from 
one family to another, their new maſters and miſ- 
treſſes 


(e] Titus ii. 9. 
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treſſes encouraging them in it out of a vain and finful 
curiofity, and not conſidering that they themſelves are 
laying a foundation for a like mifuſage of themſelves, 
when ſuch graceleſs ſervants ſhall have been gone from 
them to others. 


The third duty of ſervants is obedience. Servants, 
obey your maſters in all things; that is, in all things that 
are lawful : for if your maſter command you to lie, 
ſwear, ſteal, break the Sabbath, or in any thing to 
tranſgreſs the Law of Gop, he mult not be obeyed. 
In all things muſt needs reach to all ſuch things as fall 
within the calling of a ſervant. Though the maſter's 
authority doth not reach unto any that is a matter of 
conſcience in the ſervants judgment of it, as whether 
his ſervant ſhall be a Papiſt or a Proteſtant and the 
like, yet it abſolutely reaches to all, that is the pro- 
per buſineſs of a ſervant living in the family. While 
a ſervant is in a family he muſt ſubmit to all the orders 
and regulations of it regarding religion and prudence z 

inſtance, he muſt attend ſuch family worſhip, and 
obſerve ſuch hours as the maſter of the family has 
ſeen fit to eſtabliſh. And with regard to the matter 
of work, the ſervants muſt do as they are bid; muſt 
not be impatient of direction; nor murmur and grow 
peeviſh, if reproved. Servants muſt do what they 
are bid chearfully, conſidering, that not they but 
their maſters are to guide the houſe. | A conceited 
temper in ſervants, leading them to do juſt what they 
will, and nothing elſe without being out of humour ; 
cauſing them to treat their maſters and miſtreſſes or- 
0 with Bt — to do what they will 

1 and 
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„ pleaſe ; ſhall he tell me? I am old enough to go- 
« vern myſelf, and do not want his d- rections. What 
« 1s it to him, how much money I ſpend, or what 
« company I keep? It is not his buſineſs how I ſpend 
„% the Sunday, or where I pals the evenings. He has 
44. would — . My dear young Friends, it there be any 
ſuch as I have been deſcribing preſent, will you con- 
ſider that while you are thus behaving to your maſters, 
you are rebelling againſt Gop. I own indeed, that 
through your maſters want of refolution or want of 
real love toward you, you may many of you do 
nearly what you will : but if you get the upper hand 
of your maſters, will you be alſo able to do io of 
Gon? And what will you ſay to him for all this ir- 
reverence and undutifulneſs of yours to them, whom 
he has expreſly charged you to honour ? Nay, you 
may ſee plainly, you are not only diſhonouring and 
diſobeying your maſters, but Gop much more: and 
what think you this proud ſpirit of yours will end in? 
Be aſſured, it will in all probability end in your utter 
ruin of foul and body. If you are old and wiſe 
enough to manage yourſelves, let us ſee you making 
a right uſe of this ſelf-management : for depend upon 
it, not a truly wile foul in the world will allow you 
have the leaſt meafure of that wiſdom you conceit 
belongs to you, till you have forſaken theſe ungodly 
as theſe are the objects of the greateſt compaſſion ; 
and all concerned with them or for them, ſhould exert 
themſelves to reſcue them from ſo dangerous a con- 
_ Their parents eſpecially ſhould uſe all their. 

L 4 authority 3 
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authority ; leſt they alſo by and by became ſlighted 
by them, and loſc all power of doing them any good. 
Bur, 


Fourtbly, Another duty of ſervants is honefty. Net 
purloining, but ſhewing ail good fauhſulneſs. It is the 
property of a faithful ſervant to be true to his truſt, 
not to convert to his own profit what belongs to his 
maſter and is committed to his care; to be diligent 
too at his work, that he may render to his maſter that 
for which he pays him; nay, and to be as thrifty of 
what is his maſter's as if it were his own. Theſe three 
things then fall under the title of honeſty in ſervants, 
a clean band, indiſtrious labour, and a javing tbrifti- 


1. Servants muſt have a clean hand. Picking and 
ſtealing is moſt abominable in ſervants, and incom- 
parably worſe in them than in any others. When a 
perſon is taken into the houſe, as one of the family, 
and intruſted with ſo much of what is there; when 
the maſter giveth him his wages, and provides for 
him every thing needful for comfortable ſubſiſtence ; 
then n a pilfering and plundering : this is theft 
ot 2: enormous kind. If any ſervants have finned 
this. great ſin, ict them as they value their fouls make 
reſtitution according to their power. In the law of 
111/25 the matter of reſtitution ſtood thus, He Pali 
--, 1m; caſe bis treſpaſs with the principal thereof, and 
add unto it the ib part thereof, and give it unto him, 
againſt cubam be bath treſpaſſed (f). But if any, whe- 
ther ſervant or other, keep what they have ſtoln, they. 
will 


2 — 
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will be fure to keep Gon's curſe along with it : for ſo 
it is ſaid in the Prophet Zechariah, I will bring it forth, 
ſaith the Lord of hoſts, and it ſhall enter into the beuſe 
of the thief ; and it ſhall remain in the midſt of bis houſe, 
and foal conſume it, with the timber theresf, and the 
tones theredf (g). 


2. Servants muſt be induſtrious. This is anacter 
branch of honeſty in them. They may not be idle, 
cantoming mark, ans nartng Nate. They are hired, 
and ought to Jabour. f they do not, their 


Dh maſters are as much emu asf they wer l 


If you are a ſlothful ſervant, I beſeech you 
5 RN you 
your wages, when you know you have not earned 
them ? And what is here ſaid, does as much affect 
ſuch as are hired by the day, as any other fervants. 


3. Alſo ſervants muſt be thrifty, taking care of their 
maſters intereſts, as they would do of their own : 
things as are allowed, and not think it is all their own, 
as we ſay; they muſt not careleſly waſte and deſtroy 
any thing, becauſe not they bur their maſters muſt 
provide more, they muſt not take the liberty of giv- 
ing away what is not permitted ; nor, as the manner 
of ſome is, make ſpoil of what is their maſter's in 
thing of this is diſhoneſt, and ſhews a ſervant has not 
either much conſcience toward Gop, or regard for his 
maſter. 

So you ſee the honeſty and faithfulneſs of ſervants 
js of pretty large extent. It greatly demands their 
Zech. v. 4, — 


A 
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conſideration: both on account of their duty towards 
Gon, and their own intereſt in the world, which has 


the neareft relation with their integrity and faithful- 
neſs. I ſaid in the 


Fifth and laſt place, that it was the duty of ſervants 
to pray for their maſters, and for the ſucceſs of their 
maſters buſineſs in their hands. This, at leaſt to the 
ſervants themſelves, may be a good proof of the con- 
ſcience they make of their calling, and of the care 
they have to glorify Gop in it. You may ſee (ö), a 
very devout prayer to this purpoſe made by Abra- 
bam's ſervant, when he was ſent upon an important 
buſineſs by his maſter. And I ſuppoſe you will hardly 
think, that when the Lord made whatever Foſeph did 
to proſper in his hands, ard bleſſed his maſter the 
Egyptian's houſe for Foſeph's ſake, that both the one 
and the other were not commended to Gop by him in 
daily prayer. Indeed it cannot be well ſeen how they 
can be Chriſtian ſervants, who in a confidence of their 
own ſtrength and ſufficiency, and not calling on the 
Lord for belp, are going on with the whole work of 
their calling. Now then, you have found much 
cauſe of condemnation from one and another of thoſe 
duties which I have been laying before you. You 
have not as you ought had an eye to Gop in your ſer- 
vice; you have failed prodigiouſly of inward and out- 
ward reverence you have been fadly felf-willed and 
impatient ; nay, you have not been ſo honeſt as you 
ought, at leaſt in the articles of diligence and thrifti- 
neſs. But have you not to add to all theſe, that your 


calling 


(3) Gen. xxiv. 12. 
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calling has not been ſanctified as it ſhould have been 
by diligent daily prayer ? And may not this have been 
the main cauſe alſo that you have fo greatly failed in 
thoſe other dutics of your calling ? Yes verily ; and 
I will add farther, that you ought to charge it to your 
neglect herein, that you have met with all thoſe croſſes 
and diſappointments you are ready to complain of : 
for I know not that there is a promiſe made in Scrip- 
ture of any bleſſing that is not prayed for. 

On the whole, you cannot but fee how content and 
happy the practice of your duty in the inſtances men- 

tioned would render you in your calling, though in 
ſome reſpects ſervice may ſeem to you clogged with 
peculiar inconveniencies. It is the calling Gov has 
placed you in; and let that ſatisfy you. Let it be 
your care to do your duty in it as becomes the ſervant 
of the Lord, and in the end if you are faithful, Gon 
will not forget you in Jzsus CMMI Tr. 
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GaLaTians III. 24. 


Wherefore the Law was our Schoolmaſter to bring 
us unto Chriſt, that ue might be juſtified by Faith. 


$583 TREATED laſt of the duty of ſervants 
* I toward their maſters; and am now to 
4 ſpeak on the other fide of the duties of 
Ne maſters. Servants, it was ſhewn, muſt 
ſerve God in their calling, fo muſt their maſters alſo; 
ſervants muſt reverence their maſters, becauſe Goo 
therefore uſe that authority in ſuch manner as that 
Gop may be glorified by it; ſervants muſt be obe- 
dient to their maſters orders, therefore maſters muſt 
be mild and reaſonable in them; ſervants muſt be 
faithful, and maſters muſt be kind; fervants muſt 
pray for their maſters, and maſters in their turn muſt 
watch over their ſervants fouls. It is impoſſible not 
to remark in the conſideration of thoſe relative duties 
which the Law requires of us, how exactly ſuited to 
promote the happineſs and well-being of ſociety our 
religion is; ſeeing it interpoles a divine authority to 
zeſtrain the violence of our corrupted hearts, and lays 

us 
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another, juſt as it does for our fins committed imme 
dey n Gov bl Servants muſt act their 
parts becomingly to their maſters, and they again to 
them, under divine penalties ; nor ſhall tranſgreſſions 
of this kind any more than thoſe directly againſt Gov, 
be blotted out and pardoned, but through the blood 
of Cu xis r humbly and penitently applied unto. To 
fay the whole, there is fuch an intimate relation be- 
tween Gop's glory and our happineſs, as that the one 
may not be ſevered from the other : and in inftances 
of the very loweſt kind, where the glory of Gon de- 
mands obedience from us, we ſhall find that obedience 
producing the happieſt effects even upon our preſent 
eaſe and quiet. Particularly, in that family, where 
the fear of the Lord influences all the members to a 
religious diſcharge of the duties of their ſeveral ſta- 
tions in it, there will be found a moſt deſirable and 
delightful peace. 

——— take of actos. I obſerve 
by way of introduction, that it is the part of a reli- 
gious maſter with good advice to make choice of the 
ſervants he takes into his family. He that walketh in 
4 perfeft way, faith David, be ſhall ſerve me. He 
that wworketh deceit ſball unt dwell in my houſe ; he that 
telleth lies all not tarry in my ſight (a). David would 
have none but religious perſons for his ſervants; no 
proud, lying, ſwearing, ungodly perſons ſhould har- 
how could he think they would ſerve him well, who 
ſerved Gon ſo ill? — a 


— — 
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within his walls to infect his children and the other 
ſervants : nor venture to take the curſe of God into 
his houſe, together with the wicked ſervant he admits 
into it. This is the foundation ; there muſt be a good 
choice made of ſervants; and the maſter muſt look 
to it, that he hire none for ſervants, whoſe conduct 
| ſhews they do not fear God. If we have failed here 
ve have ſet out wrong; and I dare fay ſhall be found 
to have done very little of that duty God requires 
at our hands as maſters of families. What that duty 
is, I come now to explain under the particulars above- 
mentioned. And, 


Firſt, 6 
calling. And a very important calling it is, that 
of a maſter of a family. For the whole world is but 
a collection of families under the direction of their 
reſpective heads: and as theſe are nurſeries of religion 
or vice, ſo in general muſt the world be. There can- 
not therefore be any private truſt of ſuch moment as 
that of a family-governor; as alſo the account to be 
rendred up of it muſt be of the laſt importance to 
our ſouls. Upon the faithfulneſs or remiſneſs of the 
maſter, the ſtate of the family will unavoidably turn; 
de orderly and exemplary on the one hand, or a har- 
bour of licentiouſnels, riot and wickedneſs on the 
other: wherefore when Gon diſtributed the world of 
men into rich and poor, ſuperiors and inferiors, it was 
not, but upon a wiſe deſign for the better ordering his 
government among us. He has not admitted that 
we ſhould be all equal, that there might not be an 
ugiverſal confuſion : — 
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of neceſſity, he has put the many into the hands of 
the few; and has ſtrictly enjoined theſe few to look 
well to the charge he hath committed to them. The 
moſt natural and immediate relation that is cauſed by 
this inequality is that of maſters and ſervants; and 
therefore according to Gop's general deſign in this 

iſtribution of circumſtances, it is eaſy to ſee 
how mock cſs a= the head of 2 fienily garemas, 
and how much it behoves kim to ſerve Gon in that 
particular and important calling. It is a queſtion 
therefore of great moment to all maſters, whether 
they have been ſerving Gov or themſelves in that re- 
lation. If there hath been no conſideration of the 
truſt committed to maſters, nor view to ſerve Gop in 
that tation ; the charge is heavy and the guilt great, 
as the conſequences muſt have been very hurtful to the 
intereſts of Gop in the world. But to come nearer 


to the preſent ſubject. 


Secondly, It is the duty of maſters to uſe that au- 
thority Gop hath given them over their ſervants to 
his glory. The maſter muſt be truly ſenſible of 
God's deſign in putting authority over ſervants into 
his hands; that it is not for the maſter's ſake, but 
Gop's; not that the maſter might take his eaſe and 
be attended as though the lower fort of people were 
made for that purpoſe, but that by a righteous uſe of 
the authority received the honour of Gop might be 
maintained in the family. Hence in all reſpects in 
which the maſter's conduct and government may have 
any tendency to promote the honour of Gop by the 
influence the one 2. G0 have an th e- 
var. 
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vants, it is his duty fo to behave and govern. Theſe 


therefore ſhould be leading inquiries with a maſter of 
a family. 


Firſt, What influence will my own conduct have 
upon my ſervants? Do they fee in me every thing 
that would recommend religion to them? That I ho- 
nour it, that I believe it, that I practiſe it, that I 
make no account of wealth and honour in compariſon 
with it, that I really facrifice every thing to it? Have 
all that were ever ſervants in my houſe teen this in me? 
And have they never any of them ſeen in my con- 
duct any thing which had a tendency to leſſen their 
regard for Gon, or to harden them in fin? Did they 
ever ſee me in any inſtance an example of drunken- 
neſs, ſwearing, ſabbath- breaking, covetouſneſs, or 
whatever elſe was contrary to the conduct of a Chriſ- 
tian? Or have they ever found me countenancing any 
of theſe ſinful praftices in others within my walls ? 
Maſters, as far as you have failed in theſe points, you 
have not uſed your authority to the glory of Gov. 


The ſecond leading queſtion is this, Is my govern- 
ment in the family ſuch as might beſt ſerve to pro- 
mote religion among my ſervants? Particularly, have 
they ſeen this to be my great aim in all my family 
diſcipline? And that the worſhip of God, and the 
maintenance of all good order have been prevailing 
objects of my attention? That I would admit no 
manner of vice; and that my ſervants muſt either re- 
torm or leave me? And, 


Vor. II. 


= Thirdly, 
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Third/y, Am I able to fay I have uſed all the in- 
fluence my ſtation has given me with my fervants, to 
lead them into and encourage them in the ways of 
Chriſtian godlineſs? Have I obliged them as far as I 
might to a religious obſervance of the Sabbath at 
church and at home; both providing they might as 
much as poſſible attend the former, and not allowing 
them to idle about from the latter on that day? Have 
been at any pains to inſtruct them; and given them 
convenient opportunities for private prayer? Have I 
encouraged them in doing well; and reproved them 
for doing ill? In all careful not to give up my autho- 
rity by an unpardonable remiſneſs and want of refolu- 
tion? Moft eſpecially have my orders at no time been 
contrary to any of theſe things ; ſuch as brought them 
under a neceſſity, if they would avoid my diſpleaſure, 
to lie, deceive, cheat, break the Sabbath? Such as 
eaſily help maſters and miſtreſſes of families to dif- 
cover how far ſhort they have come of uſing their au- 
thoxity over their ſervants, to the glory of God in 
their ſervants ſpiritual profit. d 


Thirdly, It is the duty of maſters to be mild in 
their carriage and reaſonable in their commands. Te 
. maſters du the ſame things unto them, forbearing threat- 
ning, knowing that your maſter i; in heaven: neither is 
. tbere reſpect of perfons with bim (5). Maſters muſt 
not be tyrants, nor ſer vants treated like flaves. Maſ- 
ters mult endeavour to make their ſervants labour as 


(5) Epheſ. vi. 9. 
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eaſy to them as they can; not laying more on them 
and indiſcretion to ſcold and rate them for; not haſty 
and apt to ſee every fault, nor provoking them to 
wrath by unſeaſonable warmth upon every cauſe. 
However it may feem, it is at leaſt as difficult a matter 
to be a good maſter as a good ſervant; not leſs con- 
trary to our hearts to command than to obey with a 
proper temper. Many maſters and miſtreſſes are in- 
diſcreet in their giving directions, to that fervants 
know not what they have to do, and in what order of 
time; from hence many things will come upon their 
hands at once, ſome of which muſt necas be neglected 
for the maſter's imprudence. Nay, and ſome maſters 
or miſtreſſes will be indulging a temper of finding 
fault, and be continually watching occaſions againſt 
ſervants to ſcold them, as if it were the property of 
good and notable maſters and miſtreſſes to make their 
| ſervants ſtation conſtantly uneaſy and uncomfortable ro 
them. Others again carry it with too high a hand 
toward their ſervants, domineering over them as if 
they were .brutes, inſomuch that the ſervants trem- 
ble to be near them. And others ſhall be expecting 
from them wat is beyond their parts and abilities and 
: of improvement, which not conſidered, 
Eo mods » cine wk nan 
was but the effect of pure ignorance. In all ſuch 
caſes, ſelt - will breaking out, ſhews how difficult a 
thing it is to exerciſe Chriſtian meekneſs and modera- 
tion toward thoſe who are in ſubjection to us. Let 
only that word be remembred by maſters, Luc ming 
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that your maſter alſo is in beaven: neither is there reſpeft 
of perſons with him; and then how utterly inexcuſable 
will their want of meeknels and moderation towards 
their ſervants appear even to themfelves. Your maſter 
is in b:aven, you have often provoked him, you are 
daily provoking him, yet he hath not dealt with you 


as you deſerve, but is patient, gentle, forbearing 
towards you; conſider then that your ſervants are as 


dear to him as you can be, and fay how you can an- 
ſwer for ſuch a treatment of them as he does not ex- 
erciſe towards you, and your cafe would be miſerable 


you ſee is exactly fitted to ſhew the unhumbled pride 
of their hearts, who, inſtead of ſhewing gentleneſs, 
a manner bear, whatever treatment their maſters and 
miſtreſſes ſce fir, do behave toward them with ſeverity, 


roughneſs and cruelty. 


 Fowrtibly, It is the duty of maſters to be honeſt and 
kind towards their ſervants, which is but an equal return 
for their faithfulneſs and ſervice to them. I fay the 
| Sr 

emplary faithfulneſs to ſomewhat more. But 
$ ld die tom back cake the; tes . 
cauſe kindneſs ſeems to be but a fort of honefty towards 
a a good fervant. Maſters muſt be honeſt towards their 
_ ſervants, paying them their wages, and that in due 
time. There are fo many paſſages in Scripture on this 
head, as plainly to ſhew that, whatever may be the 
.caſe now, yet there have been times when ſervants 
have been grievoully oppreſſed this way. Go 10 now, 


if he did. This is the force of the argument; which 
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ye rich men, weep and bowl for your miſeries that ſhall 
come upon you. Your riches are corrupted, and your 
garments are moth-eaten. Your gold and filver is can- 
kered ; and the ruſt of them ſhall be a witneſs againſ# 
you, and ſhall eat your fleſh as it were fire: ye have 
beaped treaſure together for the laſt days (c). Why, 
what is the cauſe of all theſe dreadful declarations of 
wrath ? It follows in the next verſe : Behold, the hire 
of the labourcrs, which bade reaped down your fields, 
| which is of you kept back by fraud, crieth: and ibe 
cries of them which bave reaped, are entered into the ears 
of the Lord of Sabanth. Such another declaration I 
find in Malachi, God will be @ fwift witneſs againſt 
them that appreſi the bireling in bis wages (d). And in 
Jeremiab, Mo be to bim that uſeth bis neighbour*s ſer- 
vice without wages, and givelb bim not for bis work (e). 
Maſters therefore muſt needs give unto their ſervants 
that which is juſt and equal. Now what is that? Their 
wages without diſpute, and that in due ſeaſon, and 
willingly, not cauſing their fervants to ſue for what 
they have honeſtly earned, as if they were claiming 
what they had no right to. But what beſides wages? 
It is juſt and equal that ſervants have wholeſome pro- 
viſions, and ſuch as is ſufficient for them. It is juſt 
and equal alto they have ſufficient time for ſleep, and 
ſome time for relaxation; and, as I faid before, con- 
venient ſpace daily for private exerciſes of worſhip. 
But is this all; doth juſtice and equity require no 
more ? at leaſt, doth the duty and law of kindneſs de- 
mand no more? You ſhall judge for yourſelves. I 

M 3 find 
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find the ſtory in the Goſpel, that a certain centurion's 
ſervant, who was dear unto him, was fick and ready 
to die. Hearing of Jesvs, the centurion ſends to 
him the elders of the Fews, beſeeching him that he 
would come and heal his fervant. You may fee in 
and that himſelf would have come, but he did not 
judge himſelf worthy ; for it was that alone, and not 
want of love to his ſervant, that detained him at 


home. Yet obſerve, he was a man of no ſmall con- 
ſideration; he was very wealthy and had built them a 


ſynagogue, and one that had many at his command. 
Now judge you : did this centurion well in taking this 


care for his fick ſervant ? Doubtleſs you ſay he did. 
Why then you confeſs it is juſt and equal you ſhould 


take what reaſonable care is in your power of your 


ſervants, when they are in ſickneſs. And what then 


ſhall we think of ſuch maſters as grudge their ſervants 
what they eat and drink at fuch ſeaſons, and murmur 
CUE e ys 

mmercifully ſtop their wages; and all through a mi- 
Ponder PR" — But is this all? Is nothing due 
to thoſe who have been long and faithful ſervants to 
their maſters, and are now worn out in their ſervice ? 
Indeed no- a- days it is but rarely there is any ſuch 
that no affection grows on the one part or the other: 
which is a thing very unbecoming. But where les 
the blame of it? Maſters ſay in the ſervants, and 
ſervants ſay in the maſters. I ſuppoſe they are both 
in the right, and that both are in fault; while on 
each ſide the one has contributed to make the other 
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worſe. Nevertheleſs this is not always the caſe : there 
are thoſe who grow old in the ſer vice of the fame 
maſter : and what is due to them? Methinks they are 
grown into a kind of nearer relation than that of fer- 
vants; and have a very fair title to their maſters libe- 
rality, when they have painfully and fairhfully worn 
out their ſtrength in his ſervice. It was ordered in the 
Law, that at the ſeventh year, when ſcrvants were dii- 
charged, the maſter ſhould not ſend his fervant away 
empty, Thou ale furniſh bin liberally out of thy act. 
and out of thy Hour, and out of thy wine-preſs : of that 
wherewith the Lord thy God hath bleſſed thee, thus ſhall 
give unto him (). And this you will own is a worthy 
pattern for Chriſtian maſters to follow. But, 


Fifthly and laſtly, It is the duty of maſters to watch 
over their ſervants fouls. This is a principal duty of 
maſters, however little it may be regarded. Gop ſays 
of Abrabam, as a principal branch of that believer's 
character, I know that be will command hi, houſhaid, 
that they ſoul! keep the way of the Lord, to do juſtice 
and judgment (g). Like a good maſter he would uſe 
his authority over his ſervants to engage them in 
Gop's ways. But was this all? Would he not inſtruct 
them, think you, what theſe ways of the Lord were ? 
And would he not carefully obferve their behaviour, 
whether they were walking in theſe ways or not? And 
when at any time he ſaw them going out of theſe 
ways, would he not warn them of it, and as need 
was reprove and correct them for it, and take all the 
pains and care he could to bring them back again into 

RSS of _—_— 
Y Deut. xe. 14. | (g) Gen. zviii. 19. 
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always and in every caſe ated with this view, that you 
might glorify Gov in the uſe of that authority he hath 
put into your hands over your ſervants? Have you 
alſo at all times been mild and reaſonable with them, 
not indulging your own will in the exerciſe of your 
power over them? And have you ſhewn them not 
only all manner of honeſty, but of kindneſs, in deal- 
ing by them as was juſt and equal? Withal, have 
you watched carefully and as a father over their fouls, 
inſtructing, reproving, admoniſhing them? What 
maſter will fay, All this have I done from my firſt 
hour of my being in that relation ? What maſter will 
not rather ſay, In this duty I have been exceedingly 
deficient, negligent and blame-worthy ? And if fo, 
ſhould not ſuch a matter be laid to heart, the curſe of 
+ the Law be apprehended, and the blood of Curisr, 
according to the deſign of the text, be applied to for 
cleanſing from ſuch guilt ? If we were not guilty there 
would be no need of CHRIST; but ſince we are, we 
muſt either periſh or come to him, crying, I have fin- 
ned, Lord, have mercy upon me. 

Nor is this all. The Law is a rule, as well as a 
Schoolmaſter ; and a humble endeavour through faith 
in CaunisT's blood, and by his Spirit to conform to it 
as a rule, is our bounden Chriſtian duty, and what 
will certainly be expected at our hands at the day of 
account. To as many maſters therefore as are really 


walking according to this rule of their duty now laid 
before them, with a ſenſe of their imperfection therein, 
real ſorrow for that impertection, and humble depend 
ghteouſneſs of CHRIST for pardon 
thereof, 
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thereof, I may truly ſay, Peace be unto them, for they 
are of the true 1/rae! of Gop ; and may exhort them 
to abound therein more and more, to the manifeſta- 
tion of Gop's glory, to the furtherance of the falva- 
tion of fouls, and to the increaſe of their joy in the 
day of the Lord Ixsus Curisr. 


SERMON 


GararTians III. 24. 


Wherefore the Law was our Schoalmaſter to bring 
as unto Chrift, that we might be juſtified by Faith. 


I I 3 Þy the fifth Commandment, we have 
is {x conſidered already the family relations of 
— ſo we come now, in the 


parents and children, and of maſters and 
Third place, to ſpeak to the relation ſubſiſting be- 
Two or three obſervations will pave a way to the 


Fint. Marriage is purely and wholly a divine inſti- 
tution. Though natural propenſities muſt needs have 
other ; yet it was only the appointment of Gop which 
woman, by which their perſons, circumſtances and in- 
tereſts are mutually regarded as one. So we find, 


o 
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though Gon made Adam and Eve, yet by a diſtinct 
in marriage. He brought ler unto the man; that is, 
to be his wife. And Adam ſaid, This is now bone of 
1 bones, and fleſh of my fiejh. 


Secondly, The defign of this inſtitution was Gop's 
glory, in the preſerving the chaſtity of our minds 
in the procreation of children... And in ſuch a reli- 
gious dwelling together of the parties as might beſt 
tend to the pious education of thoſe children, as well 
as to the great comfort and alſo ſpiritual profiting of 
they ſhould now have on others as a family. 


Thirdls, That in order to theſe ends Gov has bound 
_ rity; giving ſuch commands to both and to each, as 
have the plaineſt tendency to effect them. Thus ſee- 
ing one end of marriage is the preſervation of chaſtity 


mfr 


which the pious education of children is provided for, 
he hath put authority upon the man over the woman; 
yet io reſtrained by the obligations of love and ten- 
derneſs, that while there ſnould be ſubmiſſion on the 
done fide, there ſhould be no tyranny on the other. 
Government ſuppoſes inferiority ; and the preeminence 
in the matrimonial union, is apparent from the very 
order and manner of their creation, as St Paul ob- 


ſerves, i Tim. ii. 13. Where the Apoſtle ſufficiently 
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Fourthly, It can only be in a religious regard to 
theſe ends which infinite wiſdom had in view in the 
inſtitution of marriage, that Gon can be glorified by 
perſons in this relation. This is the plain conſequence 
of what has been advanced. For if marriage be 
fimpiy and only an inſtitution of Gon for the preſer- 
vation of chaſtity, and for the bleſſings of family go- 
vernment to the parties themſelves and to their chil- 
dren; and if ſuch ends cannot be effected but by the 
obſervance of ſuch rules as Gon has given in the caſe 
on the one part and the other; then the tranſgreſſion of 
theſe rules muſt be the ſubverſion of Gon's deſign, 
and ſinning againft his inftitution. Wherefore, 


Hfibiy, The inquiry is, What are theſe rules which 
Gon hath preſcribed to perfons in the ſtate of matri- 
mony for the preſervation of chaſtiry, and for the 
maintenance and furtherance of his glory in the good 
order of family government, by which the children 


are religiouſly educated ? My anſwer is this. You 


have a comprehenſive view of matrimonial duties, in 
that which is ſignified and repreſented by a ſtate of 
marriage; namely, the ſpiritual marriage and unity 
that there is betwixt Cun Ir and his church. And 
here, 


Firft, Of the duties common to both huſband and 
wife. Betwixt Carist and the church there is union 


” — "UE — SYS 
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and communion. This is 4 great myſtery (a), ſaith 
the Apoſtle ; the union between CH 1sT and believers, 
who are fo ſtrictly united as to be one. We 


ac acatarefdd lads, of bs fob, and of bb bones (b). 


And out of this union of courſe ſprings communion. 
Car n1s7's things are the believers things, and the be- 
liever is Cur 1sT's, to hold, uſe and enjoy at his will. 
But though there be a great myſtery in the ſpiritual 
union and communion betwixt Car1sT and the church, 
the figure which repreſents it, marriage, is plain 
enough. By Gop's inſtitution the man and woman 
in marriage are made one; as one they muſt regard 
themſelves. The man is the woman's ; and the wo- 
man is the man's. The man is the woman's in fuch 
manner, as to let no other have a part in him as a 
huſband ; and fo the woman is the man's in ſuch ſort, 
as to belong wholly to the man in quality of a wife. 
Conſequently, by the act of marriage there is a ſur- 


render made of the perſun mutually by the one to the 


other. And out of this grows communion ; what- 
ever is the woman's becomes the man's, and what is 


| the man's becomes the woman's, jointly to uſe and 


enjoy. Wherefore, 


Firſt, It is the duty of married perſons to regard 
each other as one: for CHRIS and the church are 


one; and the huſband and the wife are one. They 


mult regard themſelves as parts one of another. And 


this regard muſt be very tender and affectionate. 4 
man fbail leave bis father and mat ber, and be joined unto 
bis wife, and they 19 foal! be one fleſp (c). They muſt 


(6) Epheſ. iv. 32. (4) Epheſ. v. zo. (eh Epheſ. v. 3. 
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regard each other as one fleſh. But do they fo when 
they are ſelſiſb, making as it were ſeparate intereſts, 
and each fo caring for ſelf as to have little care for the 
other ? Do they regard each other as one fleſh when 
they fall to ſinful contentions and brawlings, the man 
ſtrength by anger and fury, to the deſtruction of fa- 
mily peace, to the very great hurt and hindrance 
of their children, and to the wounding their own 
fouls by the violation of matrimonial obligations ? · 
Do they regard each other as one fleſh, when they 
have 20 liking to each others company, when home is 
worſe than a priſon to the huſband, and the wife is 
never eaſy but when he is out of her way? 


Secondly, If man and wife are one, as Cuxisr and 
the church are one, they muſt nor only regard each 
| other as one, but alſo endeavour to promote the pre- 
ſent and eternal happineſs of each other to their 
power. They muſt labour to pleaſe one another, and 
make their lives mutually comfortable; yea and 
eſpecially to work for the ſpiritual proficing one of 
the other. It is an ill token of their regarding each 
other as one fleſh, when they do not ftudy to pleaſe 
and be agreeable the one to the other, but are conti- 
nually thwarting as if they came together to be a 
mutual vexation. It is a much worſe token, when 
inſtead of helping, they are an hindrance to each 
others fouls ; ſeldom or ever a ſerious word paſſing 
between them, never warning each other againſt what- 
ever linful tempers or practices any farther than their 


126 Amer wk Gard, Serm. 37. 
own reſpective eaſe or humours are croſſed by them, 
ànud leading ſuch careleſs and ungodly lives as mightily 
tend to quench any little meaſures of ſeriouſneſs there 
might be in either of them, and to harden one the 
other into a total ſorgetfulneſs of God ? 


Thirdly, If man and wife are one, they muſt eſpe- 
cially help to bear each others burdens. It was a fad 
part in Job's wife, when Gop's hand was againſt 
him, to be againſt him too. She of all his family 
was left to comfort him, but ſhe proved a poor com- 
forter ; inſtead of ſupporting him, ſhe comes with her 
peeviſh counſel, Curſe God, and die: when all was gone 
already but Gon's favour, ſhe would needs he ſhould 
wilfully throw away that too. Deſperate counſels 
and angry reproaches, are I fear the too 
conſolations miniſtred from one to the other in the ca- 
lamities attending a married ftate. Elkanab's conduct 
To his wife Haunab in their common affliftion is an 
excellent pattern of matrimonial tenderneſs : Hannah, 
why weepeſt thou ? And why eateſt thou not ? And why 
is thy beart grieved? Am not I better unto thee than 
ten ſons (d)? 


Fourthly, 2 di a 
exerciſe much patience and forbearance one with the 
other. It is an unnatural thing for a man to be an- 
el it if be is ſo? Yer in this ſtate there is much oc- 
caſion for patience : for infirmities and fins there will 
de in both, croſs accidents in the family of greater or 


(4) 1 Sam. i. 8. 
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lefs importance, loſs and diſappointment in worldly 
buſineſs ; with many other things which will be apt 
to ſtir up the heart of the one againſt the other, and 
to breed uneaſineſs. Nevertheleſs they two are but 
one fleſh, and ſhould not tear and devour one the 
other; laying the fault each upon the other, as they 
commonly do when any thing goes amiſs. This is 


all contrary to matrimonial union, by which the par- 
ties are joined together as they are; not two angels 


met together in the matrimonial fate, but a fon and 
a daughter of ſinful Adam, from both of whom muſt 
be. expoſied. inflemities, fraikics, inaperiettions, paF- 
ſions and provocatrons. 8 


And lap, If man and wife be one even as 
Canrsr and the church are: then they muſt be faith- 
ful the one to the other. They muſt be faithful to 
the marriage-bed. It is a capital fin againſt the inſti- 
tution of marriage, that either party ſhould" in any 


tions in this reſpect; and however the world thinks 


of it, it is as great a crime in the man as the woman. 
A crime which however it may be artfully concealed 


Cob, who harh declared that ¶ bor mongers and adui- 


— CNY Gunn, cbter He dat- 
fothful ; bet having regard to their common happi- 
neſs and welfare as being alike intereſted. Nay, they 
muſt be faithful to each other's ſecrets. There ſhould 
be much freedom of heart between them; as they 
Vor.. II. N 
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are one, they will be likely to keep little to them- 
ſelves, and what they intruſt one to the other ſhould 
be kept with a becoming prudence and ſecreſy. 
firſt head, as they evidently riſe from the matrimonial 
union, fo do they regard both the huſband and wife. 
I come now, 


Secondly, To ſpeak of thoſe that are ſpecial to each 
of them. And theſe I think are very diſcernibly 
plain on the one part and the other, from the conduct 
of Cunisr and the church one towards the other, 
which is repreſented by the ſtate of marriage. What- 
ever is the temper and conduct of Cunisr to the 
church, ſuch is the duty of the huſband toward the 
wife ; as on the other ſide, the duty of the church to 
Cunts r marks out the duty of wives towards their 
huſbands. Now the temper wherewith CaurzisT go- 
verns the church is love, uſing his dominion for Gop's 
glory with all gentleneſs. And what of his conduct 
under the three heads of direction, proviſion, and for- 
bearance. Chais r uſes his authority for the glory of 
church. And fo the church's duty, on the other part, 
is with affeftionate ſubmiſſion to obey CaRIST's di- 
reftion, to improve his proviſion, and to be thank- 
fully ſenſible of his forbearance. So we have here 
„ 
namely, 


Firſt, Houlbands maſt love their wives, and wives 


| Secondly, 


2 


id. ito ad n and ah cd 
obey them. 


Thirdy, Huſbands muſt provide, and wives mu 
prudently manage that proviſion. 


Fourthly, Huſbands muſt bear with their wives, 


The firft of theſe ſpecial duties is, huſbands muſt 


bands. Huſbands muſt love their wives. This is 
the temper of Cuxisr toward the church his ſpouſe. 
He doth not exerciſe his authority but for the glory 
of Gop and for her welfare. And accordingly this 
is the pattern ſet out to huſbands to walk by. Fu/- 
bands love your wives, even as Chriſt alſo loved the 
church (e). And again, Love your wives, and be nat 
bitter againſs them (). Do not uſe your authority to 
exalt yourſelf, but to the glory of Gop ; nor be a ty- 


rant inſtead of an huſband. This would be a ftrange 


abuſe of Gov's deſign in putting authority into your 
hand. Yet it is ſuch an abuſe as the heart of man is 
directly liable to; which is ever ready to forget the 
defign of God in the uſe of the things received from 
him, and to turn them all to licentiouſneſs. Perhaps 
in few caſes is this more frequent than in that before 
us. Huſbands will have their will, becauſe they will; 
without any regard to God, or reſpect to his gracious 
purpoſe in the appointment of tamily government : 
N 2 


. 


(e] Ephel, v. 25. | (f} ColeiT. i, 19, 
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as if power were given them to gratify their pride, 
and others were ordained of Gop to be their flaves. 
Such a temper is intolerable even towards the meaneſt 
fervant ; but how much more fo toward the wife of 
a man's boſom ? Why, you cherliſh Nabals, when 
you married your wives, did you or they mean and 
contract that they were to be indeed flaves to you; 
that they were to tremble at every look of you, never 
to hear a kind word from you, and to be dealt with 
as thoſe over whom you were licenſed to rule with a 
rod of iron? They cannot eafily help themſelves it is 
true, but muſt bear all your ill treatment: neverthe- 
leſs Gov will help them; he will certainly reward on 
your heads fo horrid an abuſe of that authority he has 
bands, or have been fo, confider with what temper 
you have conducted yourſelves in that relation? Have 
you not more or lefs behaved raſhly, and roughly, and 
unkindly? Have you loved your wives? always loved 
them? never been bitter againſt them? But more, 
have you held and uſed your authority for Gop's 
gloty, and the good of thoſe in ſubjection to you ? 
The queſtion is not fimply, have you been kind to 
your wives? but have you exerciſed yout* authority 
with kindneſs as Cn 151 doth his? A mere fond kind- 
a kindneſs for quietnefs fake will not anſwer Gop's 


| demands. The point is, whether you have endea- 


into your hand? and whether you did it with love? 
As Cnaisr does not lay aſide his government over 
the church, but uſes it in all gentlenefs and tenderneſs 
of affection, | 


= 
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On the other ſide, the temper of wives toward 

their huſbands muſt be reverence. Le! the wife fee, 
that ſbe reverence ber buſband (g). Wives muſt con- 
ſider Gop's authority in the perſon of their huſ- 
bands, as the proper ground of a religious reverence. 
It will ſtand upon nothing elſe but this. For if the 
reverence of the wife to her huſband do reft on his 
ſtation, or ſenſe, or knowledge, or piety ; take all 
theſe away, and ſhe will have no reverence for him at 
that conſideration folely, becauſe he is her huſband ; 
that is, becauſe Gon hath put authority upon the huſ- 
band in regard of his wite, and ſhe by he: own con- 
muſt bear reverently upon her heart the fenſe of her 
being in ſubjection to that man as a huſband ; and 
that reverential ſenſe of his authority muſt be ſhewn 
in all her conduct toward him. If therefore at any 
time ſhe deſpiſes him in her heart, becauſe of any ſup- 
poſed or real weakneſs, infirmity or fin, as did Michal 
Saul's daughter reſpecting her huſband David, when 
in her judgment he made himſelf a fool by dancing 
before the ark (+), ſhe fins. Nay, you fay, but he 
is indaſcreer, raſh ; or perhaps you will ſay, he abuſcs 
| his authority, and treats me unkindly ! this, and a 
great deal more may be true, he may be poor withal 
and deſpiſed in the eyes of the world: yet the anſwer 
ſtill returns, he is your hufband, and in that capaciry 
bears Gop's authority toward you; upon which ac- 
count your reverence is due to him, and is not ſuſ- 
K 3 pended 

(g) Epheſ. v. 33. | (6) = Sam. vi. 16. 
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pended upon other accidental circumſtances. When 
therefore you have behaved irreverently towards your 
huſban in thought, word or deed, upon any, whether 
imaginary or real provocation, you have ſinned againſt 
Gov's authority. But now is this reverence conſiſtent 
with thoſe ſullen peeviſnneſſes, furious countenances, 
angry ſpeeches uttered with vehement indignation and 
clamorous voice, that are too often found in the con- 
duct of wives? Surely here is not the leaſt footſtep of 


| reverence, If ever there was any, it is all ſwallowed 


up by that pride of felf-will which inſiſts on equality 
at leaſt, if not preeminence. Caſt up now your ac- 
counts on your parts, and fee if there be no charge 
againſt you on the ſcore of irreverence toward your 
huſbands. Poſſibly you have ſeen them deficient in 
the duty of love; examine now if they have not, yea 
rather, if Gop hath not, ſeen you defective on your 
part in the duty of teverence : for that huſbands love 
their wives, and wives reverence their huſbands, is the 
expreſs command of God, for the tranſgrefſion of 
which both the one and the other muſt be anſwerable. 
I conclude for the morning with this obſervation of 
deration, By thy Commandments I get underſtanding. 
So we eaſily may, as of the ftriftneſs and holineſs of 
the Law, fo of the ſinfulneſs of our depraved na- 
ture. Nor let us quarrel with the Law for its purity 
and holineſs. We cannot but approve it, though it 
. condemns us ſo much, and though we find ourſelves 
ſo utterly incapable of anſwering its demands. To 
what a bleſſed condition ſhall we be arrived when all 
that the Law requires ſhall be found perfectly wrought 
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into our hearts! that will not be yet. We muſt wait 
mean time let us thankfully receive that pardon, and 


diligently improve that grace, both which are pur- 
chaſed for us and offered to us by Jesus CurisT our | 


Second'y, The next ſpecial duty is this, as it is the 
office of CRS. to direct the church, and the duty 
of the church to obey his directions ;, fo it is the office 
af the huſband to order and diſpoſe in the govern- 
ment of the family, and the duty of the wife to ſub- 
mit to ſuch directions.—It is the duty of the huſband 
to order in the government of the family. And it 
beboves him to do it with much adviſedneſs; not 
conſulting his own will, but Gop's glory, in that little 
ſociety over which Gop has placed him. I ſay he 
muſt have in his eye Gop's glory, and be guided 
thereby in the whole diſcipline of the houſe, that the 
moted. This I have mentioned already in a former 
diſcourſe, and repeat here with a view of ſhewing the 
true nature of the huſband”s authority over the wife 
in point of orders. It is true, the huſband's will is 
the wife's rule of duty fo far as there is no interfering 
with the Law of Gop. But then alſo the Law of 
God muſt be the huſband's rule, from which if at 
only may but muſt refuſe compliance in the ſpirĩt of 
meekneſs. Gon has laid it on the huſband to govern; 
and at his hand Gop will require it, if he have made 
his own wiltul humour and not 2 

14 and 
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and the benefit of the family the meafure by which 
he hath been guided. Indeed his charge here is very 
interefting ; and he hall need fue with much impor- 
tunity to the throne of grace, that his own will may 
be mortified, and that he may be directed himſelf to 
diſpoſe all things within his houſe in the manner that 
ſhall beſt conduce to Gop's glory. In which good 
work alfo it is the duty of the wife to aſſiſt him by 
her prayers and counſels : but by no means to ſtep 
imo his place, and take the direction out of his hand. 
She is a ſubject in the family; and her duty is to bs 
foremoft in ſubmitting to the directions given by the 
head of it; which alſo it is her buſineſs to obſerve 
with a ſubmiſſion proportionable to the importance of 
them in the judgment of her huſband. Yea and even 
in leſſer things, which ſeem not of much moment, 

compliance will be both moſt ſatisfactory to her 
own mind, and moſt conducive to eſtabliſh the go- 
vernor's authority over children and ſervants. This 
latter conſideration ought to have much weight with 
the wife; ſhe ſhould labour to eftabliſh and ſtrengthen 
the huſband's authority; the readieſt way of doing 


which is by the ftriftneſs of her conformity to his di- 


rections 3 with which it the be found to rake liberty, 
the inferiors will be very ready to do the ſame. 
This in ſhort is the duty of hufbands and wives 


reſpecting government and ſubmiſſion ; upon which 


every one knows the Scriptures lay much ſtreſs. 77 
buſhands, dwel! with your wives arcording to hnow- 
leage (i). Now this is the very thing I have been 


jpeaking of; huſbands muſt exerciſe their Chriſtian 


authority 
i] 1 Pet. iii. 7. 
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ichority with all wiſdom. 2e wives, be in ſubjettion 


your own buſbands (k) ; and ſubmit yourſelves to them 
it is fit in the Lord (I). Let conſcience therefore 
y whether this hath been wrought on the one part 
ous in command, the wife lawleſs in ſubmiſſion , 
ath miſguided by their own will ? Hath the latter at 
3 time made compliance with ſinful orders to pleaſe 
r pacify her huſband ; nor the former given up his 


thority, and let things go as they will, to pleaſe his 


- ife? In ſhort, has the one always acted like a kind 
'brabam, the other like a ſubmiſſive Sarah, in the 


2341 — 


a ee 
nanage that proviſion . with. thriſtineſs and care. 
of the family. The care of getting lies on the huſ- 


band. He muſt not be idle, but labour for the ſup- 


port of thoſe who are his, in a decent manner becom- 


takes no pains about ſuch a proviſion; cares not what 


becomes of the wife and family at home, fo he may 


have wherewith to indulge his Juſts abroad in rioting, 
drunkenneſs and pleaſure; never takes up a thought 
how his children and wife ſhall be ſupported when he 
is dead, but is an idle ſquanderer of what he has and 
what he gets. This is an ill, a cruel, an unnatural huſ- 
band ; be is worſe than an infidel (m), the Scripture 
plainly tells him in ſo many words, Yet how com- 


(#) 1 Pet. iii. 1. (] i Tim. v. 3. 
(/) Coloſſ. ii. 13. | 


ing their and his ſtation. It is an ill huſband that 
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mon a character is this! ſuch huſbands are to be found 
in every part. They marry to gratify their carnal 
- Inclinations; which done, they have evidently no 
concern about their families nor love for their wives, 
would gladly leave them to the wide world were it not 
through fear or ſhame, (indeed many ſuch ungodly 
ſpendthrifts do this to the great burden of others) and 
are very content to ſee them ſtarving while themſelves 
It is not eaſy to conceive a more brutal character than 
this. Yet how common! what among the lower fort 
only ? Truly no. There are thoſe of higher ſtation 
who conſume their ſubſtance in idle riotous living. 


milies to beggary by their own ſinful extravagance. 
Let the wife be what ſhe will, all muſt come to ruin 
in ſuch circumſtances. And I have always thought 
fuch wives the firſt among all the objects of compaſ- 
fion ; eſpecially becauſe their condition, though bad 
enough, is made worſe: by the unkind and brutal 


treatment which their huſbands too commonly add to 
all the miſery they have brought them to by their idle- 
neſs and extravagance. It is the huſband's duty there- 
fore to make proviſion for the family ; and then it is 
alſo the'wite's to manage it in the houſe with care and 
band earns, muſt not through a vain affeftation of 
making a figure ſpend more in the family than he can 
prudently afford ; muſt not always be calling, give, 
give, but muſt manage and order according to his 
abilities. There is much miſchicf of this kind done 

P alta 
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alſo by the heedleſneſa and other evil qualities of 
wives. They have not many times a due regard to 
their place and calling, which is to look after the 
houſe; are idle, are too proud to fubmit to ſuch em- 
ployment, have an eye to nothing, and let all go as 
it will, do not keep at bome (e), as the Apoſtle adviſes, 


but behave. ſo unprofitably in their calling, that let 


the huſband provide what he can, all ſhall not be ſuf- 
ficient. His gains are like ſand thrown into a ſieve, all 


not ſomewhat to anſwer for on this head, I leave them- 


ſelves to determine; while I juſt obſerve there is ano- 
ther extreme, when the huſband will not afford what 
is ſufficient, or the wife will not uſe it though dif- 
truſt of Goy's providence and defire of vainglory. 


Faurthly and laſtly, It is the duty of huſbands to 


bear with their wives, and of the wife to help them 


with all loving aff&ion. The Apoſtle calis the wife 
the weaker veſſe! (f), and as ſuch, enjoins that honour 
ſhould be given ber. Cunisr bears with the church, 
and fo muſt the huſband do with the wife. Forbear- 


arce is the duty of the head, the office of the infe- | 


rior is ſubmiſſion. Now zs Curisr manifeſtly fees 
innumerable faulrs, blemiſhes and miſcarriages in the 


church, yet doth not for that come to haſty terms 


with his ſpouſe, but affeftionately loving her doth 
wait upon her with meekneſs, and is continually doing 


they ſee many defects in their wives; they muſt be 
gentle toward them, and if they have more know- 


e Titus i, 5. } (/} » Pet. fi. 7. 


her good: fo herein is an example for huſbands tl: 
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ledge muſt uſe all kind and gracious methods to do 
them ſervice, and to bring them off from any wrong 
courſes. Nothing can vindicate the huſband in ufing 
any violence toward his wife; it is as if a man ſhould 
tear and rend his own fleſh. Ile muſt nouriſh and cbe- 
rifh ber, as Chriſt dees. the church (g). He muſt con- 
fider his own fins, and ſee how Gop bears with him; 
and hereby he muſt be wrought up to ſuch a kindneſs 
and ſweetneſs of temper and conduct, as is moſt likely 
to effect the reformation of whatever is amils in his 
wife. This duty requires, as much as it forbids that 
roughneſs wherewith many huſbands are wont to 
time the wife muſt not take advantage of the huſ- 
band's gentleneſs to grow upon him, but muſt ſtudy 
to reform whatever contrary to Gop's word he diſap- 
proves, that ſhe may keep and increaſe the love of 
his heart towards her; than which nothing ſhould be 
more the object of her concern and care. Love in 
matrimony is 2 tender thing, jealous, and ſuch as will 
wear out if it be not continually fed by kind endea- 
vours on each part. So that both muſt look to it, 
that they do not loſe the heart one of the other, than 
which nothing ſhould be more deeply dreaded ; be- 
may be expected, and it will be no eaſy thing to re- 
gain the loſt affection, So that wives muſt not pre- 
ſume on their huſbands Kindneſs, but ftudy to pleaſe 
err: Heir 
partaking with them in their griefs. Such kindneſs 
; in 


(4) Ephet. ». 23 
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in the man and amiableneſs in the woman will mightily 
kait their hearts together, and abundantly contribute 
to their helpfulneſs one wo the other in all concerns 
ſpiritual and temporal. To the enlargement of which 
matrimonial love it will behove them eſpecially to 
pray with and for each other: for it is Goy's blefling 
alone that can make them comfortable partners, their 
affairs proſperous, and above all their fouls to thrive 
in this matrimonial eftate, in ſuch manner that by their 
godly living together in this world, in the world to 

I have reckoned up now the principal duties of the 
married ſtate : by which I doubt not there hath been 
found much miſcarriage one way and another in thoſe 
that are or have been engaged in it. This indeed 
is the leſs to be wondered at, becauſe of the undue 
motives upon which matrimomy is uſually undertaken. 


If there be no eye to the glory of Con in the choice 


of the perſon; or if that aim be but a ſecondary one, 
taken in by the way, whilſt intereſt or inclination are 
allowed to have the firſt place; if the approaches 
toward this ſtate be not ſanctiſied by prayer, the good 
huſband and wife ſought out from the Lord ; if the 
duties of the married Rate and its difficulties be not 
by grate ; if there has not been alſo a prudential re- 
gard to tempers and circumſtances: if all theſe need- 
ful ſteps have been neglected, and people ruſh into 
matrimony „ lightly and wantonly, to ſa- 
tisfy their carnal lufts and eppetites, lite brute beaſts 
that have no rer — om it be 
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comfortable to them, and full of diſappointment in 
reſpect of what they hoped for in it? Wherefore as 
ever we would expect Gop's bleſſing on that ſtate, we 
grace muſt direct us principally in our choice, nor 
muſt we corrupt the minds of thoſe we purpoſe to 
marry by fulſome flattery and vain expectations. 4 
prudent wife, ſaith Solomon, is from the Lord (b), and 
at his: hands ſhe muſt be obtained. 

Put the whole now together; and fee if you are 
before you. And if you are, as who in this relation 
is not? you will eaſily ſee how the number of your 
fins increaſes upon you. Who can tell bis iniquities ? 
you may well ſay. It will be well if your defires after 
Car1sT and value for his falvation increaſe with the 
diſcovery made of your fins: elſe my labour, and 
your attention ſhall be in vain. You do not attain 
the end of the law mentioned in the text, and are not 
ſchooled home to Cunisr. But if the Law have 
taken ſhelter under the Redeemer's wings, then your 
conformity to what has this day been ſet before you, 
though it be abundantly imperſect, will graciouſly 
prove that you have not believed in vain. In fuch 
cale be thankful, and labour to go on unto - perfection, 
— — nora 


E 


" SERMON 


abe“ III. 24. 


Wherefere the Law was our Schoolmafter to bring 
us unto Chriſt, that we might be juſtified by Faith. 


es the Law of Gop can be the only rule 
E a4 of our conduct, fo departure from it muſt 
K needs bring us under his diſpleaſure; and 
to engage us ſeriouſly and penitently to ſeek for mercy, 
in the way Gov offers it to us. This is the uſe we 
are bid by the text to make of the Law; and I ſup- 
poſed that a more diſtinct explanation of the Law in 
by the bleſſing of Gop to this defirable end. In 
theſe views I have already ſubmitted to your inquiry 
an explanation of thoſe parts of the Law which relate 
immediately to God. And in purſuit of the fame 
 defign, I am now treating of thoſe duties which Gon 
requires from us one toward another; which are ei- 
ther relative, ariſing from particular circumſtances in 
which we are placed, provided for by the fifth Com- 
mad: or general, and fuch as we owe ta all 


men, 
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1 
in the five laſt Commandmenss. IT 

| nes OR 
| ſtand upon the ſame footing of divine authority, and 
to break one of them is as much an infult offered to 
God's as to break another. Indeed re- 
ſpecting temporal effects there is a difference in the 
tranſgreſſion of one Commandment and another, ac- 
cording to the differing nature of each Command- 
ment. Thus we vazioully, injure others by breaking 
the Commandments againſt murder, adultery, theft, 
and falſe witneſs : but in either of theſe ſins we alike dif- - 


as great a fin againſt Gop to break the fifth Com- 
mandment as the fixth or the eighth. Tet it is not 
fo accounted ; we make no great matter of difregard- 
ing thoſe relative duties, required by the fifth Com- 
mandment, when we ſhould greatly condemn our- 
ſelves were, we guilty of theft or adultery ; while ne- 
vertheleſs the honour of Gon and indeed the welfare 


of our neighbour are as 2 
other. 


1 have explained dien de relations which ar 
and ſervants, huſbands, and wives. Wea top 


jets. Whenefare the : | 

"Found nn 
| mandment, . and which comes. nom to be. ſpoken 
to, is that which ſubſiſts between miniſters and peo- 
ple. | 


It 


regard the authority of Gon. Tou fee therefore it is 
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Ir will be needful, in order to our better under- 
ſtanding the nature and obligations of this relation, to 
obſerve that a miniſtry is Gop's appointment for his 
glory in the edification of the church, by difpenfing 
to it the word and ſacraments. This is plain from 
the commiſſion given by Cuk is r to his Diſciples, Go 
and teach all nations, baptifing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the holy Ghoſt ;, teaching 
them to obſerve all things whatſoever I have commanded 
vun: and lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end 
of the world. Amen a). Here the commiſſion, and 
the end of it, are both evident; as alſo the promiſe 
e 
duct maſt they whe ae thus folemaly chargail and 
commiſſioned, minifter the Goſpel? The anſwer to 
this will diſcover the duty of minifters. And how 
muſt they be received and treated by thoſe to whom 
they are ſent? The anſwer to this will ſhew the duty 
of the people. Concerning both nothing can be 
plainer, than that it is the buſineſs of thoſe, who are 
thus commiſſioned, to promote the intereſts of Cunisr 
by all the means in their power; as it is alſo, that 
they to whom they are ſent, ought to receive them 
in ſuch manner, as ſhall teſtify their regard for him 
whoſe meſſengers they are, and moſt effectually anſwer 
ſuppaſt that which is moſt material to be ſaid upon 
this relation of miniſters and people, will fall within 
r 4 

Ver. II. Oo 


(a) Matt. xrrii. 19, 20; 


— 
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of Cun iar; and their people muſt reverence them as 
- bearing that character. Minifters muſt account them- 
. Golpet is the very end of their office: | iCanisy did 
not appoint them that they ſhould ferve their ou luſts 
- by their calling: but ſimply chat chey Ghould ferve 
the intereſts of his kingdom in raiſing up and edifying 
hes church. This & the very. deſign of their iuſtitu- 
you; nd is this view foy we vatuntly exit An- 


Serm. 38. LeTures on the Church Catechiſm. 195 
| baſſadirs for Chriſt (o, Seward of the myſteries of 
God), Labeurers in the Lord's barveſt (d), Watch- 
mow over the- bouſe of Iſracl (e), as well as by othet 
tiles which ſufficiently declare the nature, importance, 
and divine appointment of their office. They muſt 
therefore account themſelves men ſet apart to the ſer- 
vice of Cn ier in the church. This muſt be their 
great aim; and this they muſt regard as their great 
iofallibly betray their maſter's intereſt, and ſuffer the 
wolf to ſeater and devour his ſheep. They muſt be 
ſenſible of the prodigious truſt committed to them, 
how — of Gop and the falvation or de- 
ration mmorra} ſouls, — — 
b inquires tink b. + Have Lhe tener 
«< ambaſſador for Canist;' My heart: Tae 
< with zeal for the honour and intereſts of his king- 
« * Some: 96d lag. ty ad ode met elfecionnee lagging 
ImAaMItted fo my Care 
« home to Cazisr, and 5 
them in his paſtures? Am I ready to ſacrifice. my 
„rr. Have I no. by-ends ; 
+ neither ſeckigg in the pride of my heart to lord jt 
+, over Gps heritage, not in che cayeraulack of wy 
:% heart to promote my.own filthy lucre ? Is Gov my 
is and will che judgment day make i; pub- 
bel appear wo the. alſembled world, . that Lam. not 
e worldly views in my aber: and.char l wen 


+; {945 908 We Oe 5 me. than my life, and 

al TTT 755 which 
1 WT, LO 20. a Matt. i ix. 28. 
Cor. w t. | (e) Ezekiel iii. 17. 
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vieh is the principle of my whole conduct) the 
4 intereſts of Ixsus and the ſalvation of fouls? And 
« was this always my aim and view? Did it engage 
<< m in enter into the office ; and has it ſteadily fol- 
<< lowed me in it from that day until now; At that 
time had 1 no undue eye to the honours or intereſts: 
« of the world? And fince that time have I never 
„ been warped to a conformity with the world, by a 
« defire of obtaining its wealth or of preſerving its. 
<< eſteem and favour ?” Theſe are great. inquiries, 
which enter into the very foul of the miniſterial office. 
Happy ſhanld 1 be could I anſwer them as St Pau! 


did, Tau nothing by azyſelf (f}). Such is the account 


miniſters - muſt make of themſelves... And what ac- 
count muſt their people make of them? They muſt 
account of them as the miniſters of Chriſt, and few- 
ard: of the myſterics of Gad (g); in which 
they: muſt bear a reverence towards them upon their 
vun, brethren, to know them who labour among you, 
and are ever you in the Lord; and eſteem them very 
Mul in lave for their warts ſake (h). You ſee, the 
miniſter. muſt be efteemed in love for the fake of his 
office 2 for it is that, and not his abilities, which puts 
work's-dake ; - becauſe he is the ſervant of CHRIS T to 

miniſtar the Goſpel. If he be honoured becauſe of 
his learning, yea even becauſe of his goodneſs, theſe. 
(though otherwiſe proper grounds of reverence) are 
6 -he muſt 5 reverenced becauſe he is 
CurisT's 


Ger (5) 1 Theſf v. 12, 13. 


(g)1 Cor. iv. 1. 
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CanisrT's ſervant. Let the elders wwho rule well, .be 
counted worthy of double bonour, eſpecially they who la- 
bour in the word and dectrine (i). Speaking of Epaph- 
rodilus, the Apoſtle ſays to the Philippians, Recerce 
him in the Lord with all gladneſs, and hold fuch in re- 
putation : becauſe for the wark"s-jake be was nigh, uni 
death (k). A meſſenger of Canisr is one in an ho- 


of reverence proportionable to the dignity and majeſty 


of him whoſe ſervant he is. Accordingly CHRIS r 
_ faith, He that deſjiſeth you, deſpiſeth me (H). So it 
muſt needs be; becauſe to deſpiſe the meſſenger proves 
a diſregard of him that ſent him. You fee therefore 
that reverence is due to the miniſters of CHRIS, that 
they muſt be conſidered in that character, and for that 
_ reaſon muſt be eſteemed. I fay they muſt be reve- 
renced for their work's-fake, becauſe they repreſent 
Cunisr's perſon, (what a gravity and dignity ſhould 
that impreſs upon their own hearts and conduct!) be- 
cauſe they bring his meſſage, and miniſter his ordi- 
nances. Furrer 
due to them; ualifiec | 
ent Cunter malt de e the malde> maſt 
be honoured in the ſervant. I magnify mine office (n), 
faith St Paul. His office, you obſerve, not himſelf. 
Aaron and Moſes aſk, What are we, that ye murmur 
againſt us ? We are nothing: but in conſideration of 
the office Gop had invefted them with, they add, 
Tour murmuvings are not againſt us, but againſt the 
Lord (n). bs Os View whnr have winiiue nou ? 


* (i) 1 Tim. v. 17. ; ( Rom. vi. 13. 
4% Philipp. ii. 29, 30. (») Exod. Ni. 7, 8. 
(/) Luke x. 16. | | 


Vet how evidently muſt they be reverenced for their 
work's-fake? Suffer me therefore to 'afk, have you 
accouated miniſters as ſervants and repreſentatives of 
Cual As fuch have you eſteemed and honoured 
them, neither deſpiſing them for the meanneſs of their 
office? Have you at all times behaved reſpectfullx 
towards them z bearing with their infirmities (for they 
are men and not-angels) and concealing as far as ycu 
might their fraikies ? Eſpecially have you” never be- 
haved irevereatly towards them in the execution of 
rheir-pablie truſt, by lighting, detpilings railing at, 
proots,/ ſaying with ham, I baut fun, when it has 
been ſaid} to your heart, bau art thei man (); or in 
the ſpirit oi cho ill intored childrewot: Berbel to Elba 
have you fad, G up thou baid-brad (? As far as 
any have tailecb in c αr n toward their miniſters, 
Gon, but alſo againſt their aun ſouls; for to profit 
by a miniſtry there muſt needs. be æ reverent regard to 
the inftivution of Cu RIS in the appoimment of it; 
other wife if that be wanting, andi the ordinance of 
Jon diſregarueti, there is nothing of that ſpirit of 
ee whonem. N can receive into our 4 
en ing de Wat DOR Sine 11 10 


"Second Gm of minifiers and people... Abkehr f 1 
| diligently diſperſe the cord; and people muſt meekly 
receive 


el 2 Sam. f >, 15. | (7) 2 Kings it. 23. 
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zs the means of executing their office; they are ap- 
pointed purpoſely to deliver, explain and apply Gop's : 
meſſages of reproof direction and comfort which are 
writer in the Scripture. And this it is. their dH 
and duty to do, as need is, with all freedom diligence 
city. It is their buſineſs to ſearch, under- 


one hand to preach the unſearchable riches of Cunrsr, : 
to make knomun to thoſe who are ſeeking Gon, the 
love of the Father, the. grace of the Son, and the 
ſervants of I xsus (eſtabliſhed by the ſeaſonable mi- 
other hand it is their buſineſs Zoldly to rebuke vice, to 
ſtand up againſt iniquity, to watch the fins that 
abound, to oppoſe to them the threatnings of Gon's 
=” word 
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word: and herein to ſet their faces as braſs, neither 
| to be aſhamed nor. afraid to tell the houſe of Jecob 
their fins; as becomes thoſe who are ſet on purpoſe to 
confound the kingdom of Satan, and to exalt the 
kingdom of their maſter Caz1sr. In a word, they 
mult diligently, perſeveringly, and immoveably mi- 
niſter the Goſpel for the honour of Gov and the ſal- 
vation of men; neither of which can any other way 
be forwarded or maintained but by the Goſpel. All 
this may ſeem an. eaſy taſk to thoſe who are not 
engaged in it: but how much pains will it coſt to un- 
derſtand all theſe things! how much denial of fleſh 
and blood to go through the private and public la- 
bours that will be found in a faithful execution of this 
work ! and above all, what firmneſs and diſintereſted- 
neſs is needful in honeſtly oppoſing the Goſpel to the 
authority, maxims and practices of a wicked world! 
not, this is their duty and the very end of their of- 
ner; and as St Paul faith, No will be unto them, if 
they preach wot the: Goſpel (q). — The people muſt 
meekly: receiue the word, which it is the duty and office 
of miniſters thus to diſpenſe to them. If it is the 
duty of miniſters to teach, it muſt be the duty of 
people to learn; if their buſineſs is to inſtruct in the 
ways of Gon, then it is the peoples to walk in them. 
ſelves : far they waich for your ſouls as they that muſt 
Live an account ; that they may do it with joy, and not 
with grief : for that is unprofitable for you (r). The 
67 cap 


the 


00 x Cor. ix. 16. | 5 Heb. xiii 17. 
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the doctrine the miniſter preaches out of Gop's word; 
which as the paſſage intimates, will be as 
to the miniſter, as it is and will be profitable to the 
people. But when people run quite contrary, hear 
indeed, and are it may be very kind to the miniſter, 
yet have no care to practiſe what he teaches them, 
they do not their duty to him, they diſregard his of- 
ice, they bring him to daily grief, they diſcourage 
and weaken his hands, and cauſe him to pour out ſacl 
complaints before Gob on their behalf. Nothing is 
mult attend the miniſtration of the word at the mouth 
of the miniſter ; they muſt wait with humble, meek. 
muſt hear it as the word of Gop; they muſt lay it 
up in their hearts; and ſhew forth their profiting by 
their practice. And in proportion as this is done the 
deſign of a miniftry is anſwered, Gop is glorified, and 
the church is edified. Now therefore if any would 
know whether they have done their duty to their mi- 
niſters, they muſt look into their hearts and lives, and 
ſee if they can find tranſcribed in them their humility, 
faith, holineſs and heavenly-mindedaeſs, the leſſons they 
have heard from Gop's miniſter. As far as they 
come ſhort, they will of - neceſſity condemn them- 
ſelves. And then they muſt make inquiry whence it 
has been that ſo much ſeed ſown upon them hath 
brought forth ſo little fruit, it may be none at all: 
whether they have not heard lightly, irreverently, con- 
tentiouſly, curiouſly ; whether they have not attended 
to the man rather than the miniſter, ſaying with the 
people * days, Come, let us ſee how the 

Propbet 


— he Chirch Cate, Scrm. 38. 
Prophet will ſucceed to day; whether they have not 
ſaffered the devil to catch away the feed fown on their 


fovng; after fo many ponmies durduand thaie hd nat. 
other graces are ſo weak, after ſo much teaching they 
are ſo ignorant and unenlightned : in ſhort, why they 
have done fo little of their duty to their miniſter in 
that point wherein, 202 2 


deſires to ſee them ſubmit to him. 


Rasa 
other; and ſuch as if honeſtly made will leave both 
condemned; and both you and we ſhalt be crying 
out Lord, have mercy upox us, I am fure it behoves 
45 miniſters to make diligent ſearch, ſeeing we have 
io dreadful a denunriation. levelled againſt. us, if we 
forbear to ſyeak the truth through ſloth, cowardiſe 
or deſire of pleaſing men. Sow of man, I have ſet 
auer @ watchmen unto the beuſe" of Tſrae! : therefore 
then Halt bear ihe ward from my mouth, and warn 
them from me. Il ben 1 ſay unto the wicked, O wicked 
man, thou ſpelt jurely die; if tot doſs not ſpeak 1 
:varn. the wicked from his <cay;. that wicked man fa! 
die in bis iniguity, but. his biged will I require at thine 
band (5).: Surely after this none can be angry at us 
that we ſpeak freely. And for en, my Brethren, 
doth it not behove you to inquire how you have heard 
the word at our mouths ? That is an awful ſentence 
of our Lord's, and implies much more than it ſpeaks, 
W wr bear you, —_— 


- 2. ðͤ A En. ÞÞ 18. 
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depart thence, ſhake off the duſt from under your feet far | 
a teflimony againſt them (1). To which I might add 
many more equally alarming, and enough to ſtir you 
up to deep humiliation for your neglect or abuſe of 
Gop's ordinance, by which we are appointed miniſters 
of his word toward you. * 


Tbiruly, an e 
ſelves up to their work ; and the people muſt com- 
municate unto them in all good things. Miniſters muſt 
give themſelves up to their work. Their miniſterial 
office is their proper” calling ; nor ſhould they have 
any other but upon neceſſity or charity, as was the 
caſe of St Paul. Indeed they will find employment 
of their duty, if they have their heart in their work. 
Give attendance, faith St Paul to Timothy, to reading, 
to exbortation, 10 defirine ; neglett not the gift that is 
in thee. Meditate upon theſe things, give thyſelf wholly 
to them, that thy profiting may appear to all (u). It is 
a ſtrange miſtake you ſee that miniſters have little or 
nothing to do. Surely if they mind their buſineſs, 
they will find no leiſure for vain pleaſures, and will 
ſpend as little time and thought as they can upon the 
cares of the world. And this miniſters among us 
have obliged themielves to by an ordination-promiſe z 
they will lay afide the ſtudy of the world and the 
fleſh, and give themſelves up to ſuch employments as 
are proper to their calling, They are to ſeparate them- 
ſelves as much as may be from worldly engagements, 
their province being to ſtudy and promote the inte- 


) Mark vi. 11. (+) Tim. iv. 13, 14. 15. 
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reſts of Ixsus and the beppiork of their pogle in a 
better life. You ſhould ſee them therefore 
this one thing, unremitting in their labours, and evi- 
dently maniteſting the importance of their office by 
their diligence in it and attention to it. Give thyſelf 
belly to them; to thy labours, thy ſtudies, thy maf- 
ter, thy people. This is the employment of the mi- 
niſter.—And if it be, then the duty of the people 
muſt be on the other hand to communicate to their 
| miniſters in all good things. F we have ſoten unto 
_ you ſpiritual things, is it a great thing if we ſhall reap 
your carnal things (x)? It is the peoples duty freely 
and without grudging to help their miniſter with ſuf- 
ficient allowance of the things of this life, that he 
may be at leĩſure without diſtraction to attend upon 
the duties of his calling. Were I ſpeaking to another 
congregation, I ſhould have occaſion to preſs this 
point, ſeeing there are many, be, as one faith, are 
ont {0 int all wwell-gotten which they can defraud and 
ecei ve the miniſter of. But as it is, I do but hint this 
duty of the W s maintenance as that which the 
profes ought gladly and chearfully to afford : and 
Pals to the 


| Fourth duty of miniſters and people, namely, mi- 
niſters mulf be examples of what they teach, and 
people muſt follow their example as far as they are 
ſo... Minifters muſt ſet a good example. "There is a 
very remarkable direction to this purpoſe given to Ti- 
mot y. Let no man deſpiſe thy youth.- But Timothy 
might be apt to ſay, How can I hinder them?“ 

Why 


I] Gal. vi. 6. 1 Cor. ix. 11. 
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Why this way, faith St Paul, Be thou an example of 
the believers, in word, in converſation, in charity, in 
ſpirit, in faith, in purity (z); do this, and though 
thou be young, they will not defpiſe thee. An exam- 
ple in the miniſter is a main point; and there is none 
the Scripture inſiſts more upon, as you may ſee efpe- 
cially in the Epiſtles of St Paul, particularly in thoſe 
to Timethy and Titus. I will mention but one, Jr all 
things ſhew thyſelf a pattern of guod works, in dofirine, 


uncurrupineſi, gravity, Picerity (a). Titus and every 
other miniſter muſt be a pattern of Chriſtian godli- 


neſd, muſt live what he preaches, muſt go before his 
flock in every point of duty. His example muſt cor- 
rect vice, muſt countenance all manner of 
in a word, maſt recommend the Goſpel. ' He muſt 
ace pps. Haves. ahem dopant; 
he muſt lead the way in every point of felf- 
and difficult duty. He muſt not lay ber alas on other: 
which be will not touch himſelf with one of bis fin- 
gers (d). He: muſt not give encouragement to fin by 
the leaſt appearance of compliance; his conduct muſt 
de a continual exemplification of the doctrines he 
teaches. Little can be expected by us, to ſpeak the 
truth, we can expect nothing, among our people, 
when our conduct does not go hand in hand with our 
doftrine. The people, too ready to take advantage 
of every encouragement to ſin, will ſet our examples 
tion of nature the bias is ſtrong to the ſide of vice; 


from 


(z) Tim. iv. 12. a . 
Titus ii. 7. | | 
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from whence it happens, that though the beſt exam- 
ples produce little of the good effe& upon others 
which might be hoped for from them, examples that 
are not of the beſt will go great lengths. in hacdning 
others in ſin. Wherefore ſince fin has fo powerful an 
advocate in the heart, the ſervants of Curvy muſt 
not add any thing to its inſſuence hy their conduct, 
weight in their power to the cauſe of Cn tsr by join- 
ing an unblameably edifying practice to a true Chrif- | 
tian preaching. The man of Goo muſt be every 
way ſuch ; every where and in every thing muſt live 
for Cun is r, fo. letting his light ſhine before men · that 
they may ſee his good works, and glorify Gon by 
ſubmitting to Cun sr. On the. othes hand it muſt 
be the duty of the people to fallow the gaod enampies 
of their miniſters, ta follow them as they follow 
Cunisr. It is im concei._in_the::mavths. of 
| miniſters. "ide thaw. —ů—ů —„—P 
neither. For what, is there one rule in Scripture for 
the miniſter's duty and conduct, and anothes fot the 
peoples? Or can the miniſter do ot forbear.ajot mare 
than the Law of Gop requires of all Tha whole 
poſſible difference lies here, that the: miniſter, 48 the 
ſervant of Cun ist, is peculiarly obliged to gu before 

others in doing and forbearing. But ſuppoſe he ſnould 
| potf if he does not forbear what he fhauld. farbear, 
will this excuſe the people. for committing im? On if 
he does not do what he ſhould, will Gun therefore ex- 
euſe the people for neglecting their duty? Ibis is a2 
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niſterial example on the fide of godlineſs of no effect. 
miniſter does any thing amiſs, then the cry is, Well 
may wwe if ibe miniſter does ſo : but when the miniſter 
acta in, an exemplary manner, then the tone is altered 
member it is the duty of the people to be influenced 
Dy, and to follow univerſally the good example: of 
to ſuſpect there may be ſomewhat amiſs in them, ſeeing 
he avoids them; nor to imagine he is righteous be- 
yond meaſure in doing more than others, bur modeſtly 
Ty ety of ehen he is better 
9.541 D007 -3- 

ee Par of: minif- 
ood to pray for each other. Well it be- 
cometh miniſters (who are the ſervants of Cunrsr, 
and have ſo diſficult a taſk on their hand in his behalf 
with che untoward hearts of men, as well as ro oppoſe 
the whole power ef ſpiritual wickedneſs) to pray ear- 

nelly and frequently for -Gop's bleſſing and grace to 
Fal continnally ow their miniſtrations; that they may 
be fuccefsful-upori the people, that Gov will forgive 
Their fins, will not be provoked to take his Spitit from 
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effectually on their hearts. We find St Pex! conti- 
muaily ſpeaking. of his bowing his knees before Gop, 
with ceaſ-leſs importunity, for the eſtabliſhment and 
growth of believers. And Sammel fays, God forbid 
that I ſhould fin againſt the Lord, by ceafing to pray for 
von c). Indeed it: would be fooliſh and vain thing, 
ſhould a miniſter think of doing any good among his 
people without praying for them. Should he preach 
with all the zeal of Poul and all the eloquence of 
Apolilas, all. would be. fruitlets unleſs Gon gave the in- 
creaſe. It is net ma's labour and wiſdom, but che 
Spirit that can malte che word eſſectual to humble the 
of miniſters m pray. much for. their people, and to 
by their miniſtry. When {Jeremiah could not prevail 
_ with the people be was ſant go, be; fays, like a-muc 
Prophet, My ſeu! ſhall weep in ſecret places. for gau 
pride (d). If public preaching. cannot prevail, I will 
try what private mourning wilb do; if I cannot move 
ven to repent, I will wy if I cangat move Gop 1 
ward his people, and his ſoul ſtirred up ts much fa- 


the:other fade of the peoples praying for their miniſ- 
bow arena — nn 


i 60 Heb. 28. 18. 


erm. 38. Lectures on the Church Catechiſm. 
To the Theſſalonians he ſays, Pray for us, that the 
word of the Lord may have free courſe, and be glorified 
even as it is with you and that we may be delivered 
from unreaſonable and wicked men (f). This is a great 
duty lying on the people. And yet it is to be feared 
and hearty prayer for their miniſter, that he might 
be furniſhed with abilities for fo great and weighty an 
office ; that he might have the gift of wiſdom and ut- 
terance to divide the word aright ; that the Lord 
would be with his mouth > an —— 
that never thanked Gov for ſtirring up their miniſter's 
heart at any time to reprove fin with more earneſtneſs. 
and to call to repentance with more power; as if it 
were no mercy to them that Gop opened their miniſ- 
ter's heart thus to be plain and, preſſing with them. 
You muſt judge for yourſelves, whether herein doth 
n IT Fuck Sublels kear- 
The inftitution of a-miniftry being God's, the du- 
ties which I have now laid before you on one part and 
matters of much importance. And it will become 
us on both fides to conſider how we have diſcharged 
them. Not in fuch manner I am confident either you 
or we, that both have not great need of Go p's for- 
i And bleſſed be Gop, he fits on a throne of 
mercy prepared by the blood of the Redeemer. Thi- 
ther then let us come with contrite and penitent hearts, 
end eur fas al not be eur deflratiion. And while 
r bet ii 1, 33 


6 on, l 
to run in the ways of Gop's Commandments. Happy 
they who have ſo taſted that our Gop is gracious, as 


that their hearts are thereby ly inclined to keep 
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GALATIANS III. 24. 


Wherefore the Law was our Schoolmaſter to bring 
n that we might be juſtified by Faith. 


K- plain deſign of the fiſth Command- 
T F ment, which for ſeveral Sundays 2 
5 S forded matter of confideration, is to regu- 
E- late by Gop's immediate authority the 
divers relations men ſtand in "ane to another. And 
this he does not ſo much to preſerve the peace and 
good order of ſociety, (though it is manifeſt that where 
there is no regard to Gov's command in the ſeveral 
ſocial relations, there ſociety has no ſtable foundation) 
as by the influence of theſc ſeveral relations religiouſly 
obſerved, to promote his own glory in the mainte- 
nance of piety among ſinful and corrupted creatures. 
By a diſtinct conſideration of the relative duties it 
manifeſtly appears how peculiarly Gop's honour and 
aur preſent happineſs would be promoted, did we all 
faithfully diſcharge the focial truſts he has committed 
to us: while it may be equally cafy to obſerve that 
the great diſgrace which rcligion ſuffers, and much 
of tht vexation and miſery that is in the world, can 
te aſcti c d :o nd other cauſc than out diſcegard of our 


F 2 duty 


212 Tallares on the Church Catachiſir. Serm. 3g. 
duty in theſe relations. Were parents and children, 
periors and inferiors, what they ſhould be in theſe ſe- 
there be upon earth! how 


which being a relation of a more large extent, and 
taking in all perſons, the good effects of faithfulneſs 
in it on the one part and the other would be more uni- 
verſal ; as on the contrary diſregard to the duties of 
ſuch relation on one or both ſides muſt be more dread- 


fully deſtructive to Gop's honour r in the world and 
be not an inftance'in 
F will leave any t 


. 
expoſed to the raging beat of the fun when that friendly 
cur afijes dad.» — — 


wares to favour our counſels, ard give ſucceſs to the Br i::4 
. ml ive rat furs we rg. 
„5 "WE! 
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with authority, and in thoſe who are in ſubjeftion ? Is 
there any ſhew of conſcience toward 'Gop in thoſe" 
who are in authority, I mean thoſe who are in public 
ruſt ? Does not every man mean himſelf, not Gop's' 
ofory, (alas, how little is that thought of!) not the 
public good? And if you caſt your eye to the fide of 
the people, can you ſee any thing like obedience to 
governors for conſcience fake ? Is not every man ſet 
up for 4 — munen 


neſs? There is little conſcience toward Gon on either 
part; and from hence we are naturally neceſfarily and 
judicially ſinking under confuſions at home, and diſ- 
appointments abroad. What can put a ſtop to our 
certain ruin? Nothing on our part but the fear of 
Go falling on our hearts. We may call for a change 
of men and meaſures; our expectations may run high 
from this and that.enterpriſe ; bur we ſhall ſooner or 
later in the iſſue but reap the tubirlwind as the et 
regard to his honour and law influence us to a faith- 
ful diſcharge of our duty as governors and people. 
Let us open therefore our hearts to conviction, while 


. 
which is the | 


| Fit e provided for — 
tron. In order to the clearer un- 


Cad. 2 but with re- 
gard to the obligations which rulers and ſubjects are 
9 mutually 


214 Ladlures on the Church Catechiſm. Serm. 39. 
mutually brought into by being members of ſociety. 
Here Gop's authority comes in, and obliges to the 
reſpective duties of this relation. And then be it far- 
ther conſidered, what is Gop's deſign in this ordinance. 
This the Apoſtle plainly intimates in that direction to 
Timathy, I exhart that ſupplications, prayers, interce/- 
fions and giving of thanks be made for kings, and fer 
all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and 
feactable life in all godlineſs and boneſty (a). In the 
latter clauſe of this paſſage you. may obſerve, how the 
end of government is marked out to be, that we may 
lad à quiet and peaceable life; and then the means 
hereto are added, in all godline/s and honeſty. There 
can be no quiet and peace without godlineſs and ho- 
tor Lia ps yp = ptr 


and fo peace and quietneſs promoted, only by the 5 
faithful diſcharge of the duties of that ſtation we are 
called to in government, whether it be a ſtation of 
authority or of ſubjection. There muſt be rulers for 
the maintenance of godlineſs and honeſty : theſe muſt 
look to their work; and they muſt alſo be ſubcaitred 
to and ſupported ia their carrying it on: otherwiſe if 
rulers be negligent or people will not ſubmit, the 
deſign of government is overturned; and as godlineſs 
and honefty are not maintained by it, fo neither are 
quietneſs and peace procured. ' From the whole thus 
ſtated, it will be eaſy to ſee what are the duties of 


iim 5. 12. 


- 


and 


| bleſſing to make the whole effectual, | 
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ordinance for the quietneſs and peace of ſociety by 
“k! 8 
2 


Firft, Thoſe in authority muſt regard themſelves 
as God's miniſters appointed for theſe ends. And 
dees ruſt reverence them. as the miniſters of 


Gov. 


Secondly, Magiſtrates muſt 3 
maintenance of godlineſs, honeſty and peace And 
ſubzects cn Sm a. them in their lawful commands 


Fins,” Migrate iſtrates muſt look to and provide for 
offices. —And ſubjects muſt chearfully contribute to 


bear them out in Going fo. 


' Fourthly, They muſt- mutually pray for Gov's 


Firſt, Magiftrates muſt regard themſelves as Gop's 


l appointed for the maintenance of godlineſs, 
honeſty, peace and quietneſs. And ſuhjects muſt re- 


verence them as bearing Gop's Wy towards 


them. 
Magiſtrates muſt  segard themſelves as God's mi- 


niſters. By me, fays the ſovereign Judge, kings reign, 
and princes decree juſtice : by me princes rule, and no- 


b, even all the judges 25 the earth (b). Magiſtrates 
P 4 | you 
(5) Prov. viii. 15, 16. 
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you find are Go bꝰs deputies. There is no power but of 
God, ſaith St Paul; the powers that be are ordained of 
God (c). You may fee what magiſtrates ought to be, 
in the direction given by the fame Apoſtle, a little 
lower in the fame chapter; when inſiſting on the du- 
ties of ſubmiſſion, and paying tribute, he calls ma- 
giſtrates again and again, miniſters of Gop; He it 
the miniſter of God fer goed. He is the miniſter of Gad, 
4 revenger to execute wrath upon bim that doth evil. 
They are God's miniſters, attending continually upon this 
very thing. Wherefore as Gop's miniſters they muit 
themſelves ; not ſer up to ſerve themſelves but 
Gov's glory in the good of the people he hath com- 
mitted to them. Magiſtrates are not ſet up over others 
by Gop's'ordinance to fwell up their. hearts with pride 
and ambition, to indulge them in their own naturally 
_ wayward will, to fill their purſes, or to encourage 
them in ſloth, luxury and extravagance: no, but to 
be miniſters of Gop for the peoples good, in ruling 
to be nurſing fathers and nurſing mothers to them. 
Yet authority is a great temptation to a corrupted 
heart; ard it will behove all who have been or are in 
authority and truſt, in places of lower s well as of 
n diligent inquiry 
whether they have humbly tegarded themſelves as the 
mers of C0 5 whether they have had in view to 
ſerve his glory in their places; whether they have 
executed their truſt with a pure deſign of rendring 
their office effectually uſeful to the people under them; 
whether um had no indirect aims to their own 
3 _ 
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worldly honour; whether they have not exerciſed their 
authority to the indulgence of their own felf-will ; 
whether they have not had a ſinful teſpect to their 
profit; in ſhort, whether they have purely deſigned 
to glorify God in their office, and whether there has 
not been ſomething or other in their conduct that 
—__ „ 
ſcifiſh aim. | 

kb whole a cabin ded ns 


Moſes reſpecting the choice of magiſtrates. This will 
ſhew what fort of perſons they ought to be. It may 
be found in the eighteenth chapter of Exodus at the 
twenty-firſt verſe ; Moreover thou ſbalt provide out of 
all the people able men, ſuch as fear God, men of truth, 
hating covetouſneſs, and place ſuch over them. Ma- 
giſtrates muſt be able men, ſuch as have {kill and abi- 
liry for their employment; they muſt be ſuch as fear 
Ged, who believe his eye is over them, and that they 
ſhall be accountable to him for their conduct: men 
who make a conſcience of their office, and will nei- 
ther neglect nor betray it. They muſt be men of 
ruth, to be depended upon for their integrity, who 
vill not be double-hearted or act a bad part upon any 
conſideration; and hating covetcuſneſs, perſons not ta de 
biaſed by any regards of intereſt, and who are above 
ſeeking themſelves in the execution of their truſt. 
That is, in a word, they muſt be men who will be at 
pains to underſtand their duty, and mean only the 
nn 
charge of it. e 

On the other part, r 
giltrates as bearing Go p authority. — . 
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to obey the lawful commands of magiſtrates ; this is 
nothing in the fight of Gon, if it do not iſſue from 
a reverence of their authority in the heart. The word 
is, Hononr the king (d). It lies in the temper of the 
heart; the magiſtrate muſt be honoured becauſe Gop 
has honoured him; Gop's authority muſt be ſeen 
reſting upon him, and for the fake of that his perſon * 
as Gov's miniſter muſt be reverenced. Many a per- 
ſon will have ſome fear of the for wrath's 
fake, becauſe he has the power if putting; many 
are ſtruck with the pomp and folemnity of his ap- 
'3 many are influenced to a kind of awe by 
the dignity of his ſtation : but none of this is honour- 
ing the magiſtrate as the miniſter of Gov. We then 
only properly honour the magiſtrate, when we honour 
Gon in his perſon. That was true reverence in Da- 
rid, when he faid concerning Saul, I will not pat forib 
mine band againſt my lard; for be is the Lord's ancint= 
ed (e). San was the Lord's anointed ; that was the 
foundation of David's teverence. What then ſhall we 
ſay of thoſe in our days who have no reverence of ma- 
giſtrates? What account do they make of Gop's or- 
Ginakce ? or how will they alter k w kim at kis 
judgment? Yet there is a viſible irreverence every 
where towards thoſe-in authority. A licentious fpirit 
is gone out, out, which does not fear God, and fo does nat 
| bowur the king, and thoſe who bear office under him (f). 
Is it a ſinful irreverence ia ſpeak evil of the rulers of 
ihe people (g)? Then what place, what houſe, what 
— e . 
heard | 
py 
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heard perions in the higheſt as well as the loweſt of- 
fices ſpoken of ! what raſh interpretations put upon 
all their public conduft ! how have they been treated 
as if there were no difference between them and us! 
what, becauſe we are a free people, may we therefore 
ſer aſide Con's Commandment, and forget that we 
owe reverence to thoſe who repreſent Gon in the ſtate, 
and are eminently diftinguiſhed by the mark of his 
authority? But it will be ſaid, If they behaved in 
theit-office as they ought, they would be reſpected by 
us. This makes no difference in the matter: the te- 
verence is due to the man becauſe of his office, not 
to the office beeauſe' of the man. Let the man be 
whit he will, the office is ſtill the ſame ; and as long 
as he bears it, he muſt be reverenced becauſe fer in 
authority. The truth is, there is no reverence amongſt 
us paid to magiſtrates becauſe of their office : if they 
behave well indeed they ſhall get ſome reſpect; but 
then, to what is that reſpect paid, to the office or to 
the man? If to the man, what has religion and the 
command of Gon to do in the caſe ? To be plain, all 
 honouring of magiſtrates for the Lord's fake ſeems 
in a manner out of doors ; ſcarce any one thinks of 
them as miniſters of Gon: hence they have loſt their 


authority, their hands are weakned, they have no hold 


upon our conſciences, and there remains chiefly the 
form without the power of governots. - 

If there be any one national vice in this kingdom, 
any one that overtaps all the reſt, it is want of reve- - 
rence for authority. How familiarly are we come to 
think and fpeak of our governors! how free are we 


ta cenſure all. their proceedings how ready as has 
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appeared lately all over the land to take the redreſs of 
our calamities out of our governors hands, and to do 
ourſelves right, as we think it! To go no farther than 
this very place for an exemplification of the Spirit 
to our magiſtracy ? There is indeed ſome fear of their 
power, ſome reſpect to their fortune; but where is 
the reverence due to them as miniſters of Gov, while 
one and another is at every turn ſpeaking fo irreve- 
rently of them, and not ſeldom even to them! It is 
in no degree better, I am very confident, elſewhere. 
Ir cannot be otherwiſe ; as Chriſtian piety has decayed, 
hearts; and as we have forgotten to fear Gon, we 
have learnt to diſregard man. 80 it is in fact, all 


will, may ſee it; methinks we can hardly help ſeeing 
it whether we will or no. Let the conſequences are 
above all things to be dreaded. K 
will mention two of them. 


S 
governors, it has actually rejected Gov's ordinance, 


which government was above ſhewn to be. Gover- 
nors being Gop's miniſters in the ſtate, to caſt off re- 


as tij Me point of government, and to reject that very © 


med which he bath eſtabliſhed for natiotial peace © 
ity. Now as far as this is our caſe, it is 


plain he muſt be provoked at us as a people. When 
the Jraclites would have a king, they did not mean 


to caſt off all regard to authority, yet it was a flight 
. * | | put 


regard to authority is generally departed, whoever 


garden their authority, is to fly diredtly in Gow's face” 


dude we arc in greater danger from 
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put upon Gon's majeſty, and therefore he gave them 
a king in his anger. But when a people will own no 
authority, but flatly oppoſe the ordinance of Gop, 


this is an higher inſult offered to him, an avowed re- 


jection of his inſtitution ; nor can they reaſonably ex- 


pelt but that his hand ſhall be againſt them to puniſh 


and conſume them till they be no more a people. 


-- "ab 


rity, the only cement of ſociety is gone, and they 
muſt fall in pieces of courſe, be eaten up by domeſtic 
confuſions, or be made an eaſy .prey to an enemy from 
abroad. Can any fociety ſubſiſt without ſomewhat 
to tie it together ?,;But when regard to authority is 
gone, there is no longer any tie ſubſiſting, by which 
the people are bound to their governors. The out- 
ward form of the comiſtitution may remain for a ſeaſon, 
but the life of it is no more. There is an actual ſpirit 
of rebellion in that people, they will do as they lift; 
nothing but force can reſtrain them. If force do 
reſtrain them, they are ſlaves : if it do not, they will 
ſooner or later be devoured one of another. 

Upon theſe conſiderations, the truth of whick ate 
but tos ſadly made out to us in part by the hand of 
Gon on the fide of our enemies againſt us, as-welkas 
by the uncommon confuſions among thoſe 
the head of our affairs, is there not juſt cauſe 


from all others; and that the fears of thoſe who UM" 
cern the face of the times with an eye to Gov's Rr 
vidence, and the natural conſequence of national viets; 


are 
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are bur too juſtly grounded? The remedy is indeed at 
hand, if we had the grace to make uſe of it. If re- 
ligion revived, conſcience would grow up with it, and 
then there would be found fuch a religious regard to 
government as would quickly make this whole people 
2 — ne 
— — Wherefore 
for the fake of our ſinking conny let us return unto 
de Lord let us pray him & ſend out his Spirit 
among us; let us contend earneftly for the revival of 
religion ; and let us be patterns to all men ef that 
ſeur of Gop and hondur of his miniſters, the want 
of which muſt unavoidably iſſue in our ruin preſent 


IFC 
Pearce. For the maintenance uf alt theſe they are 
Gon s miniſters, and for the fake of ſupp 


them 
in bia glory he has imparted of his authority to them. 


Within the compaſs of theſe lies the whole buſineſs 
of he civil magiſtrates. They muſt uſe their aurho- 
b and} public. exerciſ of it unmoleſted, and by 
. — 
a 5 againſt it. They muſt uſt their authority to 
9 | 
"are all-the- occaſions of it, fuck/as erer 


mint, houſes of gaming and lewdnefs, which ate | 
oF + 8 J | 
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among the plentiful cauſes of knavery, theft and other 
ſuch kindsof villany. They muſt uſe their authority 
for keeping peace and quietne/s among the people; 
good order, and repreſſing the turbulent ſpirits of vio- 
lent and troubleſome perſons, lie within the reach of 
the magiſtrate's ſword, and he muſt not fail to uſe ic 
as need requires. Theſe are the general duties of his 
office, which I do but hint at, becauſe it is my buſi- 
neſs rather to inſiſt on the diligence, boldneſs and impar- 
office. He muſt be diligent, look well to his truſt, 
have his eyes every where about him, not ſuffer the 
fword to lie aſleep in the ſcabbard, bur have it always 
in his hand for the puniſhing of evil doers. As alſo he 
mult be careful to give a due meaſure of praiſe v ibem 
Abart do well.: An indolent magiſtrate is a very bad 
one, unfaithful to Gop and to the truſt committed to 
his care, and while he ſleeps the guilt of a thouſand 
fins and miferies light upon his head. If he fleeps he 
bears the ſword in vain.. To diligence he muſt add 
Seldnefs, he muſt know no man and fear no man in 
the execution. of his office ; he muſt not be moved 
from his duty by apprehenſions of any future conſe- 
quence that may attend his doing right; he nut not 
be detered by threatnings, nor melted down by A falſe 
pity, nor wearied out by complaints, intreaties ur the 
interceſſion of friends. He muſt go on to dn 
duty, though the world be againſt him, and in den 
to all therpleadings againſt it be will find in hi 
He muſt regard no oppoſition, hut go our ſword 
hand againſt a multitude of evil doers. He-mutt na 
_—_— thing which the honour of Gop and the 

1 Welfare 
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welfare of the people require at his hand. He muſt 
have the courage to be ſingular as need is in executing 
his truſt, and muſt not be biaſed by what ſhall be ſaid 
or thought of him. In ſhort he muſt be in the ſtate, 
Lord Gad (b). For the judgment is God's (i). Nor 
muſt he ſtop here. He mult be alſo impertia!, he 
muſt know neither hatred nor affection ; intereſt muſt 
not be allowed to throw a grain into either ſcale ; he 


between thoſe who come under the ſtroke of it: here 
he muſt be blind. In this manner the magiſtrate 
muſt uſe his authority in the maintenance of godlineſs, 
honeſty and peace. To maintain theſe muſt be his 
aim in the whole exerciſe of his office ; and ſuch is 
the diligence, boldneſs and. impartiality, with which 
he muſt behave himſelf in ſo important a truſt; You 


ſee if the honour of a magiſtrate be great, his labour 


is not leſs. Well may every magiſtrate cry out, 
« Who is ſufficient for theſe things? Lord have 
mercy upon me! and very reaſonably may he expect 
the concurrence of the ſubject to relieve him as much 
as may be from ſo heavy a burden. This he has a 


n 


wo obey magiſtrates in all their lawful commands and 
adminiſtrations. And were this done the duty of the 


magiſtrate would be more eafy and pleaſant. Now 


nothing can be more expreſs than the injunctions of 
ꝗ6— — W 
dinancs 


— 1 Deut. i 17. 


muſt deal alike by all, the rich as well as the poor. The 
law muſt be his rule, and he muſt make no difference 


For on.the other hand, Sop has laid it on ſubjects 


* * 


— I mms et OT OY 
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dinance of man for the Lord's ſake, whethtr it be io the 
king as ſupreme, or unto governors, as unte them that 
art fent by bim (). Put them in mind io be ſubjett to 
principalities and powers, to obey maviſirates (i). Let 
every ſbul be ſubject to the bigher powers (m). The point 
to be conſidered is, wherein doth this obedience and 
ſubjection conſiſt ? It conſiſts in a conformity with the 
laws of the land (ſuppoſing them not contrary to the 


laws of Gop) and in a /xbmiffion to the magiſtrate in 
the exerntion of them. To obey magiſtrates doth prin- 


cipally imply obedience to the laws of the ſtate; from 
which whoever doth wilfully depart in any inſtance is 
difobedient to that government under which he is, and 
fins againſt Gop. Yet to obey magiſtrates doth alſo 
imply farther, that it is the ſubjects duty not to reſiſt, 
but to ſubmit to the magiſtrate in the execution of 
fach laws: for laws are nothing, unleſs liſe be given 
to them by the vigilance and activity of the magiſ- 
trate. So that the ſubjects obedience reaches to all 


may not tranſgreſs the laws, neither may he any way 
ſtop the courſe of their ſanctions to render them incf- 
fectual. Now I fay were there this conſcientious'obe- 
dience in ſubjects, the execution of government would 
be a more eaſy matter to thoſe in authority; indeed 
they would have little eiſe to do but to ge threugh 
is, diſobedience in ſubjects is fure to provide them 


work erioagh for the exerciſe of their courage and 


' zeal. Taw'wr is may 22 
Vor. II. . - - iyurious | 


(4) Pet. ii. 13, 1 AM ( Rom. zii. 1. 
4 Titus i, ©. of | " 
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injurious to the ſtate, and therefore puniſhable by the 
laws of it, ſuch as drunkenneſs, fabbath-breaking, 
lewdneſs, ſwearing ; there are ſo many fins directly 
againſt the ſtare itſelf, ſuch as frauds in public truſt, 
in payments of cuſtoms and duty, gaming, unlawful 
| houſes, cheating, oppreſſion, theft, corruption in 
elections, and number leſs others, by which the peace 
and welfare of fociety is fo directly ſtruck at, that the 
magiſtrate ſhall nor want employment. Indeed there 
is more than he can poſſibly effect, and evil workers 
will often eſcape his watchfulnefs and diligence : bur 
then they cannot eſcape the judgment of Gop, who 
knows all, and will furely puniſh all in the day of ac- 
count. Seek therefore after whatever you have done 
in diſobedience to government, and repent of it be- 
times, calling upon Gon for mercy for Jzsus CHRIS T's 
fake, elſe you ſhall find at laſt that thoſe who have re- 
ſiſted hal. receive io themſelves damnation (). 


N. eee 
office And ſubjects muſt chearfully contribute to 
bear them out in ſo doing. 

It is the part of governors to look after the public 
exigencies of every kind, to provide all manner of 
good order at home by the wholſom and ſeaſonable 
execution of laws, to maintain it againſt all its ene- 
er agg gente in 


nors. 


( 15 Rom, xiii. 2. 
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nors. They are not ſet up for their own ends, to fill 
their pockets, to gratify their ambitious hearts, to 
aggrandize their families, and vainly to ſeek for them- 
ſelves a name and honour in their generation. Gon 
has no ſuch deſign in advancing one above another. 
They are ſervants of the ſtate ; their office is deſigned 
for the public good; they are appointed by Goy 29 
attend continually upon this very thing (o). Let them 
look to themſelves therefore that are looking after 
places of public truſt, with what views they are ſeek- 
ing them. It ſhould be merely to ſerve Gor and the 
people, that offices of truſt ſhould be undertaken ; 
with fear and trembling becaufe of the weight and 
importance of them. But is this the only aim? Is 
all the ſtrife for places we hear of ſimply owing to a 
love of their country? Are men fo zealous now. a- days 
for the public good, that they cannot endure any 
damage ſhould accrue to it; and therefore are they 
preſſing their ſhoulders under the heavieſt burdens to 
ſerve it ? Can theſe things be fo, when the means uſed 
to obtain preferments are ſo indirect, diſhoneft, illegal 
and unchriſtian? When votes are bought for money; 
when the kingdom preſents us with a ſcene of ini- 
quity at every ſeaſon of election, which makes every 
thinking man admire that Gop does not fink us a 
thouſand fathom into the heart of the earth? Are theſe 
is the only road to preferment, not only in the ftate, 
bur even the church ? I could mention proofs without 
tion and covetouſneſs rule all. Sad 
proofs, which ought to make us all tremble in the 


oo 
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be all this as it may, it is ſtill the expreſs duty of go- 


vernors conſcientioufly to have regard to the public, 
and diligently to care for the public affairs; and for 
their faithfulneſs herein they ſhall anſwer at a higher 
* 


contribute to the public expences. There is no dif- 
puting whether this be the will of Gop. Render to 


all their dues, tribute to whom tribute is due, cuſtom to 
whom cuſtom (p), are the expreſs dictates of his Spirit. 


And for what is this tribute and cuſtom paid, but for 
the public maintenance of the ſtate, of which every 
one receives the benefit? Here another common fin 
comes under our view ; people not only pay their dues 
to the ſtate grudgingly, in direct oppoſition toCnrrsT's 
example; who though he was free from the payment, 
yet readily made it, leſt he ſhould offend them (3): 
paying the cuſtoms for that they buy, contrary to law, 
lihood of this ungodly gain. This may be called in- 


cheating every honeſt man in it, that pays his taxes 
duly. And methinks cheating at any rate is not ſo 
commendable a thing for one who is called a Chriſtian. 
But it is eaſy to fee where the cheat will reſt at laſt, 
even upon the ſouls of ſuch who, contrary to the lays 
their own conſciences to be finful. 


% Rom. xiii 7. | O Matt, vii. 24—27- 


lx is the duty of ſubjects on their part chearfully to 


deed only cheating the king, as if that were a harmleſs 
thing: but it is in truth cheating the Rate, that is 
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The fourth and laſt duty of magiſtrates and fub- 
jects is to pray for one another. I exhort that ſuppii- 
cations be made for kings and all in authority (2), is the 
direction for ſubjects. And you may fee in all the 
pious governors in the Old Teſtament what is the 
duty of magiſtrates in this reſpect. Surely we have 
need to pray now, it ever; magiſtrates ſhould pray 
for the people, and they ſhould pray for the magiſ- 
trates, that the Lord for Ixsus Curist's fake will 
take pity upon us, and turn our hearts. By prayer 
we own government to be the ordinance of Gop, and 
_ commend the guidance of it to him. But do we pray 
on either part? It looks ſadly as if we did not; at leaſt 
not faithfully : for I am ſure there are little marks of 
it to be ſeen; a praying people being always a godly 
people, and a people that truſts in God more than in 
fleets and armies, But Gop calls us to pray by his 
judgments. There were no beiter token in our be- 
half, than that our hearts were ſtirred up to do fo. 
We may think as we will, but unleſs Gop help us, 
all is over with us: all our counſels ſhall come to 
nought, all our undertakings fall ro the ground. And 
can we expect he will help us remaining as we arc? O 
for this prayerleſs people! we have not, we do not 
call on God in the day of our trouble (3). 

Io conclude: Put all together and ſee our provoking 
fins againſt Gop's ordinance ; fee, each of you, the 
ſhare yourſelf has in them as a member of civil fo- 
ciety. Lay this to heart, and ſurely the judgments 
of Gop on the land will lay you low. You will 
Q3 cry 


0 1 Tim. ii. 1. 4 (s) Pfalm cvii. 6, t3, 19, 28. | 
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cry for mercy for yourſelf and the people. The law 
will drive you to CurisT. There you will find 
relief, pardon for the paſt, and grace to walk in Gop's 
Jaws for the future. Do this, and the peace of Gop 
which paſſeth all underſtanding ſhall be with you. 


SERMON 


— SIS — 2 * # XA — — = - A 
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GALAT IAS III. 24. 
Wherefore the Law was cur Schoolmaſter to bring 
us unto Chriſt, that we might be juſtified by Faith. 


ae Feral diſcourſes from theſe words I 
E 1 bee brow aaning Be —— 
8 a before you for examination ; and am now 
Sectio conclude what is required in the fifth 


Commandment. The precept of honouring parents 


is of very extenſive latitude, taking in all relative 
duties; the principal of which have been already 
ſpoken to. You have heard the reſpective duties of 
parents and children, maſters and fervants, huſbands 
and wives, miniſters and people, magiſtrates and ſub- 
jets. I have now only to add that there is a mutual 
duty ariſing from various other diſtributions of dif- 
tinctions, which Gop has ſettled in the world between 
one man and another. Theſe divide themſelves inta 
three heads. 


. Outward diſtinctions. 


Q 4 Second iy, 
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Secondly, Natural gifts and acquiſitions. 
Thirdly, Spiritual attainments. 


Firſt, There are outward diſtinctions Gop has dif- 
tributed in the world, which as God's providential 
appointments do require obſervance and reverence in 
inferiors, and faithfulneſs and humility in thoſe who 
are diſtinguiſhed by tkem. Now theſe outward dif. 
tinctions ariſe from a difference in quality, wealth or 


To 
9.5 8 


Firf, There is a difference in quality among men. 
Some are high, others are low. So it is in all ſtates, 
the tew are diſtinguiſhed by birth and rank from the 
many who are of leſs conſideration. - But who has 
made this difference? I is the Lord that maketh por, 
and maketh rich; he bringeth low, and lifteth up (aj. 
And if it be Gop's doing to put others in the world 
over your head, you mutt be ſure to ſee Gop's hand? 
in ans 10 009 G's ERROR bp rrvaEng- 
ing thoſe whom he hath advanced in the world above 
you. Yeu aud en. 69 confrenita dimer wine 
Gon has eſtabliſhed ; adopt a leveling principle; be- 
cauſe you think yourſelf wiſer or better than your ſu- 
periors, indeed you may be ſo, and therefore think your- 
ſelf upon equality with the foremoſt, and diſdain ta 
ſet your foot behind them : for after all that can be 
faid they are ſtill your ſuperiors, and Gop has made 
them fo, and it will be your duty to honour and re- 


rerence 


(a) 1 Sam. ii 2. 
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verence them as ſuch. There are ftill ſome out ward 
remains of this reverence preſerved in our corner of 
the land. People of a lower claſs are generally wont 
to uncover themſelves to thoſe of higher appearance, 
even though they be ſtrangers. The uſage is com- 
mendable and decent; and as it is a proper acknow- 
ledgment of reverence to Gop in the perſons of our 
ſuperiors, as well as expreſſive of the different rela- 
tions we bear one to another under God's govern- 
ment: ſo would it be well if it ferved to put us in 
mind of that inward honour which every ſuperior in 
rank has a title to from us by God's appointment... 
But then on the other hand, has Gop ſet ſome in ſta- 
tion and rank before others? With what deſign I pray 
vou? What, for their glory, or his own ? Surely he 
means not that their inferiors ſhould be their ſlaves; 
nor has made the diſtinction to gratify pride. Yet 
diſtinction in ſtation is a great temptation to a cor- 
rupted heart. What a deal of pride on this conſide- 
ration may be {cen in the world! what a lawleſneſs is 
it apt to give to our hearts in treating with thoſe be- 
neath us! how little apt are we to bear with them, and 
to be gentle towards them! what liberties are we ready 
to uſe with them, their characters and conduct! how 
forward to be haſty and peeviſh with them, to rate and 
ſcold them! and all through a proud :z>uſe of our ſu- 
periority over them. I ſay there is not a man in the 
world, who has not more or leſs miſtreated his infe- 
to them as to have betrayed the pride of his heart, and 
a want of a due ſenſe of the author of that diſtribu- 
fjon which alone has ſet him in a ſtate of eminence 
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above others. Nabal's temper is that which is natu- 

ral to our hearts, and his language is expreſſive of a 
deportment we are but too apt to fall into towards our 
interiors, Moo is David? and who is ihe fon of Feſſe ? 
There be many ſervaiits now-a-days that break away 
every man from his maſter (b). And then beſides this 
matter of miſtreating inferiors, what a ſwelling and 
boaſting has there always been in the world upon fa- 
mily and extraction, manifeſted in a ſecret diſdain of 
ſuch as are of lower birth, and in a haughty carriage 
towards them! and on the whole how far ſhort have 
all come of that courteſy of conduct and unfeigned 
condeſcenſion to thoſe of the loweft rank, which would 
denote a heart duly ſenſible of the majeſty of that 
Gov from whom this diſtinction was received, and for 
what gary it was ee one dg are very few, in- 
in reſpect of ethics above them ; and there are not 
many who have not ſome under them; ſo that this 
head nay aford maner of extinination whe e 
on both the parts; and concerning both I may venture 
to lay it down as a certain rule, that as far as we have 
riors ; as on the other fide whoever bears it with a 
high hand to thoſe beneath him, can never brook re- 
verently and humbly to ſtoop unto thoſe above him. 


Secondly, Wealih makes another difference among 
men, and obliges to honour and reverence. Riches 
come of God (c), the Scripture affures us: and if they 
do, Gop does by them mark our for reſpect thoſe to 

| whom 


65 1 Sam. xxv. 10. 4 6⸗%06 1 Chron. XXIX. 12. 
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whom he gives them. Now Gop means that we 
ſhould honour thoſe whom he himſelf honours. Say 
the worſt ; ſay a rich man uſcs his riches covetouſly, 
luxuriouſly, ſelfiſily, proudly; yea fay be uſes them 
oppreſſively, to cruſh and do wrong to thoſe who are 
poorer ; yet when you have faid all, you have only 
ſaid it is a difficult matter to reſpect ſuch an one be- 
cauſe of his riches : ſtill Gon has made him rich, and 
therefore he muſt be reſpected. The rich muſt be 
reſpected becauſe they are rich; not becauſe of the 
uſe they make of their riches. If they make a right 
uſe of them they have a title to our reverence in 
another character, and we mult reſpect them not only 
becauſe they are rich but alſo becauſe they are good, 
The deceit, iniquity and pride of our hearts do in no- 
thing ſhew themſclvts more plainly, than by the pre- 
tences we are ready to make for bearing no inward 
honour and reverence towards ſuperiors of every kind. 
How ready the plea is, he docs not do his duty, he 
is a bad man, one cannot have any honour for him. 
True, not as a man, not as a Chriſtian, in that light 
you cannot reverence him; but as one whom Go 
has diſtinguiſh, you may and muſt honour him; it 
is no excule that he is a bad man; the point is, Go 
has honoured him by giving him diſtinction in his go- 
vernment of the world, and therefore you cannot 
withdraw your reverence without denying God's hand 
in the matter, and rejecting his authoricy.— As the 
rich muſt be honoured by others, ſo it is their duty to 
honour themſclves by a humble temper of mind and 
a ſincere endeavour to uſe their riches to the glory of 
Gov, You may ſee the whole of the rich man's 
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Chriſtian temper and conduct in that direction given 
to Timothy; Charge them who are rich in this world, 
that they be not high-minded, nor truſs in uncertain 


riches, but in the living God, who giveth ws richly all 


things to enjoy: that they do good, that they be rich in 
good works, ready to diſtribute, willing to communicate z 
laying up in ſtore for themſelves a good foundation againſt 
the time to come, that they may lay bold on eternal life (d). 
Let all who are rich in this world examine themſelves 
by this paſſage. Have they not been high-minded, 
puffed up on their wealth? The heart is ready to ſug- 
geſt in ſuch circumſtances, now I am ſomebody ; to 
fwell and grow big upon it; to look down upon 
others ; and to make little account of the gifts of 
ſuch as are poorer. The rich man is wiſe in his own con- 
ceit (e), faith Solomon, as if money did neceſſarily bring 
wiſdom along with it. Have they not truſted in their 


_ riches ? not truſted in them inftead of Gop? I am 


ſure we are naturally apt to truſt in any thing rather 
than in the Lord, for it is only when we have found 
by experience there is help for us no way elſe that we 
ſhall truſt in him. And how peculiarly difficult not 
to truſt in our wealth, when we fee it affording us all 
„ eee e of GE e 
and to appearance delivering us from the poſſibility 
of want? Lr For 


this reaſon have they valued and in this view have 


they uſed it ? Nay but are they rich this way, in works 
of uſefulneſs and charity? What matters it they be 
otherwiſe rich if they be not rich in good works ? 
Not being fo they have only heaped treaſure together 

2. 7 


(4) 1 Tim. vi. 17, 18,19. | © (6) Prov. xxviti. 11. 
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for the laſt days (f) : Have they been willing to com- 
municate, ready to diſtribute, and fo have they been 
ſtoring up for the time to come ? This is the rich 
man in God's account, not ſimply he that has riches, 
but he that uſes his riches in good works; who for 
CurisT's fake is continually making draughts on his 
grace and glory. That foul is in the very way to pe- 


riſh through want, who is rich in purſe yet poor in 


good works, who truſts in his riches, and boaſts in 
bis riches. Alas, ſuch an one /ets his eyes on that which 
is not;, his riches certainly — ua 
aS Cg). 


Thirdly, Age makes a difference between men, and 


demands reverence and honour. Thou ſbalt riſe up be- 


fore the hoary bead, and honour the face of the old man, 
and fear thy God : I am the Lord(b). Younger per- 

are in years, and not carry themſelves towards them as 
it they were their equals. Honour the face of the old 
man: I am the Lord. I command and require thee to 
do fo ; I will not have old age deſpiſed buthonoured ; 
and if thou do it nat, though hoary heads cannot 
puniſh thee, yet I aſſuredly can and will. To reve- 
rence old age is not only a piece of good manners, 
but a point of duty: and therefore it is ſaid of Elibu, 


that he waited till Job had ſpoken, becauſe they were 


elder than he, I am young, and ye are very old, where- 
fore I was afraid, I durſt not ſhew you mine opinion (i). 
Lou 


(f) James v. 3. ; | (4) Levit. xix. 32. 
(2) Prov. xxiil. 5. (5) Job anxn. +4» & 


themſelves in every matter, and deciding that ot which 


by a heavenly, grave, chearful and condeſcending con- 
duct to put a crown of glory upon their own hoary 
heads. For the hoary head is a crownof glory, if it be found 
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You ſee the practice of Elibu carries in it a reproof of 
the common pertneſs and forwardneſ of youth, who, 
conceited in their own ſuſficiency, will be opening 


they who are three times their age modeſtly doubt. It 
is noted in Iſaiab as a curſe that goes along with the 
ſubverſion of a ſtate, That the children ball behave 
themſelves proudly againſt the ancients (k). And if fo 
we have no cauſe to boaſt, I ſuppoſe, that our young 
people are men and women now ſome years ſooner 
than they were wont to be formerly ; that they affect 
with an unripe haſte to be their own maſters, make 


little account of the aged, and want to thruſt out of 


the world thoſe of years and experience. And if fuch 
reſpect and reverence be due to old people, they ought 


in the way of righiconſneſs(l). But if not how fignal a 


diſgrace! how bale and deſpicable a thing is that per- 


fon who has outlived every thing but his vices! If 


there be nothing of grace upon his lips, who is juſt 


ſtepping into the grave, but his talk is vain, light, 
ooliſh, infignificant, lewd or profane, what a ſnare is 
fuch an one to the young, how doth he tempt them 
to deſpiſe and caſt off all reverence toward him! is 


vanities of youth, when it mixes in the pleaſures of 
boys and girls, when it caſts off all reverence to . 

uſtriouſly ſeeking to render itſelf ridicu- 
Jous ? Is this what age owes to Gop and to the grow- 


| e Haiah ili, 5. | 6% Prov. xvi. 31. 


ſuch a gray head a glory? What, when it affects the 
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when they are ſeen more griping, diſtruſtful and worldly 
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ing generation? No, but as our bodies decay, ſo our 
fouls ſhould increaſe in gravity and ſoberneſs, in faith 
and love and heavenly - mindedneſs and meekneſs. 
How dead ſhould old age be to the world it is juſt 
leaving! O how deteſtable is covetouſneſs and greedi- 
neſs, when the body is even dropping into the earth! 
and then how patient allo, ſweet, affable and gentle ſhould 


| they be! thus they ſhall adorn the Goſpel of Jxsvs 


CHRIST, and command the reſpect of others. But 


with their years; when they are impatient, fretful, 
peeviſh and froward; when their will may not be 


croſſed a hair's-breadth, and they have learnt nothing 


nually angry and diſpleaſed with all about them; then 


where is the honour of the hoary head, or how can 
they complain if they are treated without reſpect and 
reverence *— And thas much of — 


1 
acquiſitions ;, ſuch as great parts, knowledge, learning, 
wiſdom and other gifts of the mind. Now as theſe, 
whatever they be and in whatever meaſure miniſtred, 
are Gov's diſtributions, they muſt be uſed to his 
glory. You think you have more ſenſe, more know- 


ledge, more learning, diſcretion and prudence than 


another. 4 you have; from whom did you 


Sirts? If from Gop, for 


what end? What, — like Abilbupbel a great poli- 
tician (n), you might only ſerve your own purpoſes by 
them, 


(m) 2 Sam. xvi. 17. 


| 
j 
| 
| 


| proſpered? Have you never boaſtingly ſet. yourſelf 
off, and contrived to let people fee hom expert, ready, 


— eminent as he was in 


them, or like Tertullus (n) pervert ght? Did Gop 
ed, that you might make a figure in life, that people 
of a lower claſs in ſuch gifts might truckle and bow 
before you, that you might diſdain their ſlowneſs and 
ridicule their ignorance, boaſting yourſelf on your 
own ſuperiority ? All this is abuſe of ſuch gifts, and 


yet very common is ſuch abuſe. I is no eaſy matter 


to be poſſeſſed of ſuch gifts as make us differ, and yet 
to be humble in the uſe of them as if there were no 


to others in knowledge ; when they have run upon 


had they followed your advice; when they have ſought 


dence of their inſufficiency in-- compariſon of you? 


Were you. never impatient. of others opinions, and 
eager to eſtabliſh your own, as if you expected to be 


treated as an-oracle ? The moſt run great lengths this 


way, ſpoiling all by their ſelf-· ſeeking, and proſtituting 


to the ends of their own praiſe the eminent gifts Goo 
has beſtowed upon them. What an inſtance of the 
contrary was St Paul! in him you ſes great pars, and 
the moſt excellent gifts, put to a right uſe q not to 


adorn the man, but to adorn the Goſpel of Carr. 


(a) Acts xxiv. 5. 


difference. Did you never find your heart riſing up 
with pride and conceit, when you law your preference 


— ] ‚—‚ be to ctaeoct 
- 


This is a miſchievous fin, derogates from God s gifts, 
and hurts their uſefulneſs. How much doth * 0 fo 
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all the knowledge of the Egyptians, and accompliſhed 
with the greateſt natural and divine gifts, all was 
humbly devoted to the honour of Gop and the in- 
tereſts of his people. Theſe are patterns ſet out for 
others of eminence this way to walk after. But do 


they tread in their ſteps, devoting their abilities to the 


ſervice of the church of Crrisr, yea or even em- 
ploying them in the civil intereſts of the community ? 
Are they not rather uſed to ſclñſh ends, to purchaſe re- 
putation, intereſt and honour ? And is not this too much 
the caſe in every profeſſion ? Even in the loweſt ranks 


others, doth not a little eminence in their way pro- 
duce ? But however this be, theſe things are the gifts 


of Gon, and therefore reverence is due to thoſe on 


whom he has beſtowed them. Such are conſiderable 
men, Gop has made them fo, and conſequently 


marked them out for reſpect. Indeed let them behave 


as they will the world could not well do without them, 
and therefore they are a bleſſing from Gop. Indeed 


while they abuſe their talents they turn their gifts to 
de a curſe unto themſelves; and when Gop pleaſes 
they may be a fore judgment upon others : yet on the 


whole Gop overrules, and makes them, act as they will, 
ſubſer vient to his ends in the government of the world. 


They muſt be honoured therefore, and it is a foul and 


baſe fin to be envious of them, to go about to leſſen 
their endowments, to be continually at our buts and 
exceptions againſt them, and to be trying all the means 
in our power to bring them down to our ftandard. 


vox. II R if 


riors conceited and puffed up on their diſtinctions, 


242 Lectures on the Church Catechiſm. Serm. 40. 
it theſe endowments be guided and directed by a ſanc- 
rified heart, and the man of parts, learning, wiſdom 
and prudence be laying himſelf out in the cauſe of re- 


ligion and the preſent and future welfare of men! yet 
this is theway of a wicked world. Even all the gifts 


of Jesus could aot ſcreen him from the imputation of 


baving a devil and being mad (o). Firſt the man has 


the character of being mad, and then they run him 
down. This was always the way of the world. Bur 


this leads us to the remaining head, which I ſhall 
ſpeak to in the afternoon. From what you have heard 
this mc ting you may learn two things, 


Firſt, The adorable wiſdom of Gop in the govern- 


of mankind into various ranks, ſtations and ſeaſons of 
life, as alſo by diſtinguiſhing ſome above others by 


gifts and endowments of the mind, has laid the plain- 


eft foundation for carrying on his government, for- 
warding the happineſs of his creatures, and uniting us 
together in love. We may ſee clearly that none of 
theſe excellent ends could have been anſwered, had 


there been an equality in all theſe things between all 
men. And therefore, 


Secondly, Wh wy tb i e 
of pride, which ftrikes at the root of Gop's deſign in 
all theſe wiſe diſtributions. Pride, by making fupe- 


cauſes that they ſeek themſelves, and not the glory of 
God, c 


4% Johr x. 20. 


ment of the world, which by diſtributing the whole 


1 
= 
|. 
'S 
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7 


<iteemed and imitated. 
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and on the other fide fuggeſting impatient, undutiful 
and ftubborn thoughts into the hearts of inferiors will 
not allow that their ſuperiors ſhall be of any ſervice. 
While Gon fays to the great, the wealthy, the aged and 
the wife, Seek my glory, ſeek the good of all men in 
theſe eminencies I have beſtowed upon thee; Pride cries 
with a louder cry, Thou are ſomething, ſeck thyſelf. 
While Gov is commanding interiors, Honour, reve- 
rence and ſubmit to all thoſe whom I have ſet over 
you ; ſtubborn inbred Pride is claiming in them the 
right of independency and cafting off all reſtraint. 
So dreadful a thing is pride, to bleſſed might we be, 
if we were but humble! and therefore let us pray 
Gop to humble us in the fight of our fins, and efpe- 
cially of thoſe we have been guilty of againft this 
Commandment, that while we cry for his mercy with 
broken hearts, we may grow diſpoſed meekly to ule 
his gifts one towards another, and chearfully to ſub- 


mit to thoſe he has ſet above us in * 


CHRIST s ſake. ..l am now, 
Nairdh, To ſpeak of the honour to be paid to hi- 


 vitual attainments. Grace is Gon's beſt gift in this 


world, ſo wherever it is given in a ſaving degree, it 
muſt be poſſeſſed with much humility and devoredneis 
to Gop's glory; as alſo on the other part it mult b: 


The Scripture hiſtory records a variety of perſon⸗ 
in the church from the firſt ages of the world, who 
were ſhining lights unto it, lived by faith, walked 
with God, and ſerved him faichfully. Ard fo it will be 


in all ages of the church, God will not leave himfclt 


R 2 WIE2CUG 
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without witneſs, but will raiſe up a people to his name. 


there is no inconſiderable number of fuch all over 
Chriſtendom, men and women who have obeyed the 
divine invitation, laid hold on the offered mercy, and 
come out from the ways and practices of a wicked 
world. Now hereupon arifes a double inquiry. 


Firſt, How mult ſuch perſons demean themſelves ? 
| Secundly, low mult others carry it towards them? 


Firſt, How muſt they demean themſelves ? I an- 
ſwer, Firf, With great bumility. They may not in- 
deed deny the gift of Gop, but they muſt think very 
meanly of themſelves. And this is the beſt mark in 
the world of true grace, grace that will ſtand all wea- 
thers and bear the ſhock of all temptations. Other 
graces make a greater ſhew, but without humi- 
lity they have only the name of grace. Zeal and 
charity are well bottomed when they ſtand upon 
this ; and it is this which gives the engaging ſweetneſs 
of modeſty and meekneſs unto both. The ſervant of 
Cnz1sr muſt think meanly of himſelf, muſt not have 
a lie in his right hand when he fays I am nothing, but 
muſt really mean what he fays, and experience that 
he ſpeaks the very truth. How nothing? Why no- 
thing in reſpect of any righteouſneſs he has in him to 
juſtify him, or any ſtrength of his own to walk in 
che ways of Gop; nothing, becauſe be is ſo corrupted, 
and all his beſt duties are ſo unprofitable ; yea nothing, 
becauſe whatever he has of his own does but ſerve to 


Doubtleſs however we live in theſe laſt and worſt times, 
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hinder and defile Gop's work in him. Thus he muſt 
think himſelf nothing; and when he does he will ea- 
fily eſteem others better than himſelf, and then he will 
deſpiſe no weak brother; he will not be proud and 
_ cenforiouſly prone to mark out others faults, becauſe 
he knows fo much of his own. This is the gracious 
man's great preſervative againſt ſpiritual pride, which 
allowed would foon cauſe him to fall, and by his fall 
to bring ſo much the greater diſhonour on his Maſter, 
as his profeſſion had been more eminent. If you 
mean to ſhoot up and to ſhew forth the fruits of an 
honourable profeſſion, you muſt be ſure that you go 
deep into your heart, and be truly lowly in the eſti- 


| Secondly, You muſt uſe the grace Cod bas beſtowed on 

your to the benefit of others. How? Your life muſt 
be exemplary. You muſt look that your conduct do 
recommend the ways of Gor, and reprove the ways 
of darkneſs. This is the main ſtep to uſefulneſs. 
Your light muſt ſhine : ſhine not affectedly, not on 
purpoſe to be taken notice of, but your behaviour muſt 
be ſuch as manifeſts the power of godlineſs to be in 
| you. But is this all? Yes; nothing can be added 
more: for what can any do more than let the world 
ſee they love the Lord Jesvs Cnrisr in ſincerity, and 
are heartily affected toward the good of all men? You 
muſt cauſe that men ſee it every where and in all 
things. You muſt endeavour always to ſpeak and 
act like a Chriſtian, and this from a real love of Goo 
and man; and when you do fo, you are in the high 
road of uſefulneſs. If you ſpeak like a Chriſtian, 
R 3 your 
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your words will not be corrupt but good to the uſe f 
edifying, and all with whom you converſe may by the 
| bleſſing of Gon be the better for you if they will; for 
it will not be your fault if you withhold not any thing 
from them wherein you can be profitable to them. If 
you act like a Chriſtian, you will in every thing you 
that as the true ſervant of Cn ist does not under- 
ſtand Gop has given him grace merely for himſelf 
but for the benefit of others, fo his aim is to live, act 
and ſpeak continually in ſuch manner as that others 
may be the better for him, — Thus in humility and 
an edifying conduct lies the duty of thoſe who have 
received that beſt of all Gov's gitts, his ſanctifying 
glace. You will judge for yourſelves how far you 
have come ſhort, and 1 hope the conſideration of that 
will fer ve to make jou more On the other 
pait, 


Secondly, How mult others carry themſelves toward 
{ch as are bleſſed with this belt gift, the grace 6 
? The anſwer is, they muſt lovingly efteem them 
aud follow their example... They muſt efteem and 
Jove them. This they ought to do, and this they will 
certainly do, if they have any love towards Gop in 
them: for Every one that loveth bim that begat, Ioveth 
tn alſs that ts begotten of bim p). No man loves 
top tor nothing, it is for the mercifulneſs, goodneſs, 
holinets, truth and faithfulneſs we fee to be in Gop, 
that we love him. And if we love theſe properties 
m Cob when we fre any of theſe things in men, we 

cannot 


tf; John v. . 
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cannot but love them too. It is impoſſible we ſhould 
hate holineſs in the child, if we love it in the father: 
if we hate men for their holineſs we do moſt certainly, 
though we ſee it not, hate Gop for his holineſs ; for 
If we love not our brother whom we have ſeen, how can 
we love God whom we bave not ſcen (4)? Yet notwith- 
ſtanding this, our Lord has taught all his followers 
how little they mult expect the love and eſteem of the 
world for their piety and godlineſs. Nas vel nat if ile 
world bate you, you know it hated me before it bated 
you : and then he adds the realon of this hatred of 
the world toward them, If ye were of the world, the 
world would love his own ; but becanſe ye are not of the 
world, but I have choſen you out of the world, therefore 
the world bate!h on (r). Now therefore, Brethren, 
have you loved or hated Chriſtian godlineſs wherever 
you have ſeen it? Has your heart riſen with delight or 
with diſguſt toward thoſe who would not live as others 
do? Have you been ready to cover the ir infirmities, or 
lat as a ſpy upon them to diſcover ſome flaw in their 
conduct for your own quiet's-ſake ? Judge for your- 
lelves, but fince the world began Gon never raiſed up 
2 ſingle man to himſelf, beffowing upon him the hea- 
venly gift of true grace, but all graccleſs perſons were 
immediately fet againſt him, charging bim with hy- 
pacriſy, oſtentation and what not, for no other reaſon 
than becauſe he would ſerve the Gon of his fathers. 
The true cauſe of which has always bern, that the ve- 
nom of the Serpent lies unmortified in ſuch graceleſs 

perſons, who cannot therefore endure the ſervants of 
Goo, and the followers of him who came to deſtroy 
R 4 the 

(4} 1 John iv. 20. | (r) John xv. 18, 19. 
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the works of the devil. However, all thoſe who bear 
the image of Gon in their hearts and lives ought, for 
that reaſon, to be eſteemed and loved. And then alſo 
we muſt endeavour to follow them as far as they fol- 
low Cunisr. Has Gop ſent light into the world 
merely to be looked at? No, but that we might be 
provoked thereby to good works. We ſhould ob- 
ſerve the conduct one of another to imitate it; if we 
ſee in another a greater meaſure of humility, meek- 
neſs, zeal, heavenly-mindedneſs and deadneſs to the 
world, that he is ſtriving more earneſtly to enter in at 
the ſtrait gate, this ſhould provoke and ſtir us up not 
to envy but to follow fuch an one. It is a great ag- 
gravation of our fin, that we are lazy and fit ftill, 
while we ſee others running in the race who have but 
the fame helps that we have: and by fo doing we dif- 
appoint Gop's deſign in ſetting the examples of others 
before us. The more ſhining example of my neigh- 
bour f -mann. 
I fee ſuch an one outſtripping me, I ſhould ſuppoſe 
God is ſaying to me by bis good works, „ Up, 
<< awake ſleeper, be doing, the time is at hand, the 
«« work 1s practicable, the enemies of your foul may 
be vanquiſhed, heaven is ſet open, come, run, ſtrive, 
« enter, let no man take thy crown.” And it is only 
ſo far as I hear and obey this call, that I honour and 
w—_—_— cw co 
diſtinguiſhed by it. 

And thes now at leſt we cor come 16/8 end with 
the fifth Commandment, upon which I have inſiſted 
ds longer, both becauſe it is lealt regarded, and alſo 
GER 4 coadutt that is molt expretiive of the power 
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Wherefire the Law was our Schoolmaſter to bring 
us unto Chriſt, that we might be juſtified by Faith. 


KX@a+©XH E ſeaſon is now returned wherein we 
a T 2 are to proſecute the explanation of the 
8 S rea Commandments, in that view wherein 
ND the text doth partly at leaft repreſent the 
Law ; namely, a Schoolmaſter to make known our 
fins, and by the terror of its curſe and ſcourge to drive 
us to CyrIrsT. The five firſt Commandments have 
been fully ſpoken to. And I now go forward to 
open before you the ſixth, Thu ſhalt do no murder. 

| bidden; and theſe two always contrary the one to 
the other ; which do in ſuch manner go together, that 
we cannot omit what a Commandment requires, but 
thereby we do what it forbids ; or do what it forbids, 
but we omit what it requires ; as, if a man murders 
his neighbour, he not only does what this Command- 
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duties of love and kindneſs it injoins upon him. And 
fo on the other part, if he neglect to give of his abi- 
lity to his diſtreſſed brother, as this law commands, 
he is therein guilty of that cruelty which it plainly 
forbids. — And farther it muſt be obſerved, that as 
reſpective ſins according to the nature of the Com- 
mandment are forbidden, fo to come ſhort in any 
meaſure or thing of that duty which a Commandment 
requires and injoins, is to be guilty of a treſpaſs againſt 
it; ſo that as far, for example, as we come ſhort of 
that love to others both in temper and conduct, which 
it. With theſe obſervations before us let us now en- 
deavour to lay open the fixth Commandment for exa- 
mination, Thou Halt do no murder. And it may be 
beſt underſiped and remembend whes diflaibuanl wa- 
der theſe three heads. 


Firſt, The diſpoſition of beart, _ 
Secondly, The ſpeech, | 


And jrft, of f the diſpofition * nnn 
to bear one towards another. Thou ſhalt do no mur- 
temper of mind towards any of thy brethren;; but ex- 
erciſe over them a compiacential, meek. and com- 
paſſionate diipoſition. 5 a 


| Firjt. 
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Firſt, Thou ſhalt not bear an envicus, but thou 
ſhalt bear a complacential ſpirit towards others. Envy, - 
ſtrictly ſpeaking, is that inward hatred of another for 
ſome good thing he has, which we have not, but wiſh 
tor. Hence, according to the fame ſtrictneſs of ſpeech, 
there is this difference to be obſerved between envy and 
jealouſy, (though they be both daughters of the ſame 
mother, pride) that hatred of thoſe who have what we 
have not, but wiſh to have, is envy ; hatred of thoſe 
who, though they have not yet, ſeem in the way to 
have beyond us, is jealouſy. But notwithſtanding 
this be true in exact propriety of words, yet theſe two 
are to be underſtcod in the Scripture to fall under the 
word envy, as indeed they do alſo in our common 
language. For the fact and nature of jealouſy ; you 
may find many inſtances of it in Scripture, ſuch as 
Saul's hatred of David leſt he ſhould go beyond him 
in military reputation; and Haman's hatred of AMor- 
decai, becauſe he was advancing in the favour of king 
Abaſuerns ; and Herod's and the chief Prieſts hatred 
of CRRIS r, leſt he ſhould take from them their 
worldly greatneſs. But what need of Scripture in- 
| ances, when the world is every day fo full of them? 
And when with our wretched hearts it is crime enough 
to incur diſlike, that any are coming near us in the 
thing for which we are diſtinguiſhed ? Whoſe heart 
which, if unreſtrained, has ſettled into hatred, againſt 
thoſe we feared were overtaking us? Indred it cannot 
de otherwiſe, while we are proud of that, whatever 
it be, which diſtinguiſhes us ; whether it be (tation, 
or wealth, or knowledge, or fill in a ptofeſß̃on, or 


tlrenath, 
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ſtrength, or beauty, or even dreſs, or (ſaddeſt of all) 
even gifts and graces of the holy Spirit. And then 
for hatred of thoſe who go beyond us in any thing ; 
what a fearful inſtance have we thereof in Cain towards 
his own brother Abe? And what had poor Abel done? 
Juſt nothing, but that he was the better man of the 
two. That was fault enough with Caiu's proud heart. 
His countenance fell, it is faid; that is, envy might 
be ſeen in his countenance. towards his brother; he 
could not endure the fight of him. And what was 
the iſſue ? Why firſt he murders himſelf as I may ſay 
with ſpite and vexation ; and then took an opportu- 
nity, when they were in the field together, to riſe up 
againſt and ſlay his brother. And what is all envy 
but murder in the heart? And who is free from it? 
He knows little of himſelf who has not feen that his 
natural heart is ready enough to. wiſh thoſe, who ſtand 
in his way, out of his way at any rate. Horrid ini- 
quity of fallen man! bat indeed is man, that be ſhould 
be clean, and be that is born of a woman, that be ſhould 
be righteous (a)! That inoffenſive child Zoſeph! what 
was his fault? His father was fond of him; and 
therefore his brethren muſt hate him; envy lies rank- 
ling in their hearts, till they caſt off all pity. Such is 
the real character of nature unreſtrained, hateful to 
and hating ane another (D). This envy is a raging fin 
in the world. The effects of it are not always alike 
terrible; but the thing itſelf is beyond meaſure fin- 
ful ; yet that man is ttark blind who thinks he has ne- 
heart; and he has becn a godly man indeed, who has 


(a) Job xv. 14 | (6) Titus iii. 3. 


Serm. 41. Lectures on the Church Catechiſm. 2575 
at no time in any degree indulged them. Such are 
jealouſy and envy the daughters of pride, you may 
ealily know by their features, that their — no 
other than the devil. 

2 — reticers: 
ing envy, you may not therefore think you are quit 
of the demands of this law upon this head; for it 
not only forbids that malignant ſpirit, but it does not 
permit you to be indifferent about the proſperity 6f 
your neighbour in foul and body ; it requires vou to 
rejoice in it; and that it is plain you do nor, if you 
are only indifferent whether it goes well or ill with 
your neighbour. Gon has made us members one of 
another ; all one by nature, and he expects we ſhould 
all be fo by grace; and therefore his will is that we 
all love one another; which doubtleſs we do not, if 
the proſperity of others gives us no pleaſure. The 
main thing he would have us rejoice in concerning 
others, is the proſperity of their fouls, that with re- 
gard to godlineſs and glory they are in a thriving con- 

dition; and alſo that our joy over them ſhould be in 
to the meaſure of grace and godlineſs we 
ſee in them; and ſo of courſe, "the cloſer we fee any 
walking after Canis r, the better we ſhould be pleaſed, 
and the more complacency we ſhould take in them; 
yea when we ſee them much more diftinguiſhed Chrif- 
tians than ourſelves, This the law requires. Judge 
you for yourſelves wherher you have not come ſhore 

of it. But then alſo ir reaches to the temporal con- 
ditions of our neighbours ; we muſt not regard their 
worldly proſperity with ad envious eyc; but av re- 
Joice therein as far as there is ground for doing fo, 
. that 

> 


2 
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that is, as far as we fee grace along with proſperity to 
uſe it to Gop's glory: for otherwiſe proſperity is in- 
deed a curſe from Gon, and ſuch a thing therefore as 
he who loves his neighbour's ſoul cannot rejoice in.— 
22 ſo neither, | 


| Senn, tio we. bear a revengeful temper towards 
any of our neighbours, but muſt be diſpoſed in meck- 
neſs of ſpirit toward all and every one of them. 
Here, whatever many may think of the littleneſs of 
ſuch things, all cauſeleſs anger, and all that refent- 
ment which lies upon the heart concerning thoſe we 
are diſpleaſed with, and moſt of all when it ſettles into 
malicious hatred againſt them, with wiſhes and con- 
trivances of revenge in any ſort or way; all theſe, 
- being in their very nature ſelfiſh and deviliſh, are per- 
| emptorily condemned by this Commandment. Cur 181 
explains it in this very manner himſelf, in order to 
| ſhew us the ahundance of our guilt. I ſay unto you, 
M boſoever is angry with his brother without a cauſe, 
(upon any ſelfiſh conſideration) ſhall be in danger of 
the judgment (c). And if fo ſeemingly light a thing 
as haſty, raſh anger, which quickly paſſes away per- 
haps, makes us liable to the curſe of the law, what 
ſhall we think of the matter-when the injury really or 
ſuppoſedly received fixes an allowed diftance, diſguſt 
and reſentment on the heart, at laſt ſettles into down- 
right malice, and brings forth wiſhes and contrivances 
of retaliation? You may fee the whole of this in its 
true light in the conduct of Jacob's two ſons, Simeon 
and Levi, towards the Secbemites, becauſe of the in- 


(e) Matt. v. 22. 
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jury done. their ſiſter Dizab (d). Firſt they fell into 
raſh anger.z it is ſaid, II ben the. ſons of Jacob heard 
| of it, the men were grieved, and they were very wrath, 
Wroth, you will ſay! why ſheuld they not? was 
there not a cauſe? No, not tor ſuch an anger as 
theirs, which was not ſo much for the diſhonour done 
to God, as for the affront put on themſelves, as you 
may fee by the laſt verſe of the chapter, Should be 
deal with cur fiber as with an bar? There in the 
words ear /ifer lay the grief; the. honour of the f- | 
a furious look, and vehement tone I warrant you, they 
ſpoke theſe words to their father! But it did not ſtop 
here. Their anger reſted in their boſom, and fertlect 
in 2 fixed reſentment, the ſcandal lay upon their 
minds, they could. by no means reconcile themſelves 
to put up the wrong: and under this ſpirit no one 
about them I dare {ay could have a gnod ward or a 
kind look from them. At length Shechem's love to 
heir ſiſter: gave them a fair opportunity of revenge. 
This was ſees to them. And now they could dif- 
ſemble friendſhip, and lie, and make a cloke of re- 
ligion to bring about their purpoſe. Till all things 
having anſwered their black defigns, they took their 
Sberbem but old Hamor his father, with all the males 
they could lay their hands upon. And then their bre: 
thren fell in alſa, and carried off, like a ccmpany ofplun- 
derers and robbers, all they could get. Lou ſea here 2 
terrible inſtance of raſh anger, of the horrid eff | 
Vel. II. 8 will 


(4) Gen. xuziv. 2. TA: 
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vill produce, and the great ſin of not leaving ven- 
geance unto Gov. How far any thing like this may 
hive been our caſe, whether we have not been often 
guilty of raſh and ſinful anger, whether anger has 
not ſettled into reſentment, and we have not meditated 
and taken revenge as far at leaſt as the fear of puniſh- 
ment and the reſtraint of the laws of the lard would 
permit us. I muſt leave every one to inquire for him- 
ſelf. But leſt any may think they have little or no 
blame on this head, becauſe they are not of this hor 
paſſionate humour, and love to be quiet, and fo for 
the ſake of their own eaſe make no ſtir upon every 
2 we muſt conſider, that by this Commandment 
thoſe diſpoſitions of mind towards others, which are 
the direct contraties to this angry furious revengeful 
S 


. 


As f. n 
per of heart towards others, as being members of 
ourſelves ; we and they being of one blood, and hav- 
ing the fame Father ; for which reaſon a man of frife 
1 and that ftrikes with the fit of wickedneſs, 
is faid by the Prophet Jjaiab to hide bimſelf from his 
. 6wn fleſh (e). This temper is ſet out by St Peter as 
thai great ornament in wives which Gop makes much 
account of in them: but it is as true of their huſ- 
| bands, and of all men, as of them, that The arna- 
ment of @ meok and quiet hu is inthe fight of God of 
3 

Secondly, 


(e) Ifaiak l . 5 1 Wins + 
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Secondly, A diſpoſition to conſtrue every thing in 
the beſt part. To hope all things, even the beſt we 
can, and to fee every thing in the moſt favourable 
light reſpecting all men, enemies as well as friends, 
4 what this Commandment requires of us. And 
ſurely it is but an ill token of true affection and love, 
if we be waiting as it were to find fault, greedy to 
ſwallow the leaſt accuſation againft another, ready to 
believe it, and forward to make the worſt of it. This 
ſhews a malicious and revengeful ſpirit, 


1 ace of Ob aha 5 6 


giving temper. Furgiving one another, even as God 
for Chriſt”s ſake bath forgiven you (g) ʒ as much as to 
| ſay, No man can receive ſuch injuries from another, 
as himſelf hath offered to and been forgiven by 
© Gov and Gniefoe Gap agate fr! Bank toy 
e aſide all of you all thoughts of revenge, and for- 
give one another from your hearts.” And let us 
remember there is no limitation to this command, be 
cauſe of the greatneſs of the injury done us. What 
ever it be, we muſt forgive it, and be ready in the 
ſincerity of our hearts to return good for it, as if it 
had never been offered. He that cannot bring his 
" hows HINNN, Uh Payne 2h cnnny, 223 di» tis. gan, 
is a tranſgreſſur mmandmen! 
che 28 inner of Gow for the fame; 8 you 
may fe in the prrvile rreeaoces ax the encÞ of the 
eighteenth chapter of Se Matthews. 1 


S 2 


(g) Fphet. “ 52, 
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And fourthiy, a peaceable temper is another branch 
of meekneſs. We muſt be of that temper, as, Fit 
be poſſible, and as much as lieth in us, to live peaceably 
with all men (b). We muſt really deſire to be at peace 
with all men, and uſe all honeſt endeavours actually 
to be ſo. We muſt do nothing, as far as we may 
avoid it, that will any way tend to open a breach or 
to keep it open; and where it is once opened, we 
muſt not ſtand upon niceties, but give up any thing 
in our power to get it healed. What care ¶ for their 
diſpleaſure ? If they be angry, they mult be pleaſed 
again. Shall 1 ſubmit to fuch an one? Such 
ſpecches are marks, 3 
n 


But Thirdly, 1 
be of a compaſſionate diſpoſition. Not cruel either to 
our neighbours ſouls ot bodies. Not to their fouls. 
There is nothing in which man can ſo nearly reſemble 
the devil, as by rejoicing at the fall and fin of another. 
Yet doubtleſs there were ſuch at Carintb, whoſe cru- 
elty herein ſet the Apoſtle upon putting them in mind 
of their great uncharitableneſs in ſo doing. Charity, 
faith he, : rejoicerb not in iniquity (i] and therefore of 
what temper are ſome of you, who, envious of the 
religious attainments of others, are waiting for their 
halting, and ready to rejoice at it; yea, and that fo 
much the more, as they have been eminent in their 
profeſſion? Then again, as we may not rejoice in 
others ſins, ſo may we not lead any into fin ; as thoſe 


(5) Rom. xii. 18. () 1 Cor. l. 6. 
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do who take pleaſure in making others drunk, or 
in putting them upon any kind of wickedneſs. Nor 
may we make a mock at fin in others, turning it into 
a laughing matter; for this tends to harden them, and 
ſhews much cruelty toward their fouls in our hearts, 
Nor finally' may we encourage any fin by our exam- 
ple and conduct, as not concerned what influence our 
Arnnrrrnreeeen 


0 ke; are great 
| en of 3 av. nook, e Havant he 


fouls of others, and high provocations againſt Gop ; 
whoſe will is that we ſhould be of the very contrary 
temper, tenderly affectioned to each others fouls, He 
condemns a careleſs indifference about the ſalvation 
and ſpiritual eſtate of our neighbours, as tl we 
ſhould fay, What care I what becomes of my neigh- 
bours, fo I myſelf get ſafe to heaven? Truly this is 
not the way thither. Gov wilt have us to compaſ- 
ſionate poor ſinners, to mourn and weep for them, 
and be ready to do every thing we can for their good. 
This was CHRTS 1's Spirit; he mourned in the very 
bottom of his heart for finners, he wept over loſt Je- 
rufalem, and was ready to ſuffer any thing for our 
fouls fake. And as far as we have come ſhort of his 
- temper, we have tranſgreſſed this Commandment... 
And then as to mens temporal concerns, all mercileſs 
rejoicing over, yea and indifference to their afflictions, 
whether in body or eſtate, is here condemned. Self- 
love and worldly intereſt are ready to beget this 
ſpirit of cruelty in us. Lou fee. how they did it in 
wicked Herad reſpecting the poor infants '&) ; and in 

| S 3 the 
(#} Matt. ü. 1—16. 
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the Prieft and Levite in the caſe of the wounded tra- 
veller (1); and we may fee the like effects of them 
upon the hearts of the covetous every day. O what 
an unfeeling, cruel, tyrannical, oppreffive temper, doth 
there ariſe out of the love of money, and the luſt of 
power ! how has this temper raged through the world, 


and compaſſion towards any objefts of miſery ! in 
greater or leſs degree it is probable it has infected us 


all: for have we always, and as we ought, pitied the 


poor; mourned with the afflicted; felt for the op- 
preſſed orphan and widow, and delivered them as we 


might ovt of the hand of the oppreſſor? As mem- 
bers of the fame body, have we been 2Miced with the 


ſons and daughters of forrow, and ready to comfort 
them with our words, liberalities and prayers? Yet 
his is compaſſion: and by failing in any part of the 
whole extent thereof, we have — N. r 


holy law of Gop. 
diſpoſrion of heart required 


And fo much for the 
dy this Commandment. | Of which I have 


baus largely, becauſe the Hfe and Tpitit of this law 


lies herein ; and becauſe, if we are tolerably free from 


outward groſs acts of envy, revenge and cruelty, 'we - 


are apt to imagine this Commandment has no charge 
of guilt againſt us. A ſhort word will be ſuſficient 
pen each Wr „ 
have only to obſerve on the — 


 Stiond head, tate ſt indulge and ray . 
ther envy, revenge nor cruelty in our tongues ; but 


N Eute x 25, 52, 
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from a real affection one towards another our words 
muſt be charitable and kind. Yet when envy, reſent- 
ment or unmercifulneſs: are in the heart, how impoſ- 
fible is it to confine the tongue! Confider now, how 
have you ſpoken of thoſe your heart diſliked, becauſe 
they were more eminent than yourſelf in wealth, fkill, 
or piety ; in ſhort of thoſe who ſtood in your way? 
What, was there never any bitterneſs upon your | 
tongue, nothing of the poiſon of aſps under your 
lps, no words tending needlefly to leſſen them, no 
artful infinuation of their defect? Yer all theſe were 
envious ſpeeches. Or again, did your tongue never 
tranſgreſs the bounds of meeknels in ſpeaking of thoſe 
who had injured you indeed, or you thought had done 
fo? What, at no time did you uſe any contemptuous 
words to them or words of them, 'by 
complaining to any one you met how ill they had uſed 
you, and how 2 ible they were ? Has yout 
tongue, I ſay, never been ſet on fire by the bell ef 
reſentment and revenge, and-been employed in doing 
miſchicf to an enemy ? Or Hnally, have your- words 
been ever free of cruelty and full of mercy ? You 
| know how Shimei curſed David in diſtreſs (n): 'and 
did you never ſpeak a diſdainful word to your brother 
in the day of his trouble? "The Phariſces lapking on 
Irsus hanging on the croſs. wagged their heads, and 
faid, A thou (n) : and did you, never ſhake. your head 
at a brother fallen from proſperity, or cry Ab thou, 
pride will bare a fall; or by any cruel word add e. 
An O how gracious were all the 
eeded out of the mouth of Itsvs! : 
| LS. 54., _ ow 

9 | (3 Mink an. 29. 1 
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Shew me one envious, revengeful, eruel word, in all 
that he ſpoke ! Upon his tongue was the law of kind- 
nefs, betauſe on his heart was the law of love. We 
have all need to be aſhamed, remembring how little 
we have taken heed to our ways, not to commit mur- 


. The third thing was our conduct. Thou ſhalt not 
do. any damage to. thy brother in foul or body, but 
2 do him all the good thou canſt in both. You 
fay, 1 never murdered any one, I never took away 
the life of my neighbour : but have you been no 
liner? Gon allows not that; be ſays, Yengeance js 
mine. Bur did. you never do damage to other peo- 
ples fouls ? Have you never put them upon fin ?. or 
SIRE bon or waned 
them in fin ? Here we are all guilty , we have all led 
others into fin whether ve deſigned it or no, and that 
by our example; yea, and! am fure we have en- 
them in fin by not ſetting our whole influ- 
ence againſt it. And this who will ſay he has done, 
ae he might for the help 
Are. N 


what parent, what ek, Ader man 5 wealth, what 
* Sirs, a Au 
murdering ſouls us all. 


us grace to repent it an 
from this blood-guiltineſs ! The Lord enable us to do 
good: to the fouls one of another, according to our 
| power, the reſt of our days! 


Halt do no murder, is expreſſed in ſuch general terms, 
ww EP” 4 4 0 * g 0 as 


. I have only to obſerve farther that the Law, Thou 
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as plainly to prohibit our doing any hurt to ourſelves 
in body or foul, and to injoin the taking all due care 
of the one and the other. Our fouls and bodies are 


_ Gop's. Therefore we muſt neglect neither, nor can 


we do damage to either of them without incurring the 
curſe of Gov. And if fo, what ſhall become of thoſe 
worſt of murderers, thoſe who murder themſelves, 


thoſe who murder their ſouls and bodies too, thoſe 


who are doing this continually for years together ? 
And yer this is moſt evidently the caſe of all drunkards 


eſpecially, of all gluttons, and alſo of fornicators 


and whoremongers for the moſt part.But if you 
would hear more on this head, I muſt refer you to the 
catechiſing in the evening, when what you have no@ 
heard will be Mſtrarad abd improved. | 


SERMON 


 GaraTians III. 24. 1 


ws wnto Chrift, that ur mught be juſtified by Faith. 


$528SHILE our conduct has been brought 
Et w under examination by the Law of Gov ; 
K Tad while in paſting from one Command- 
Neer ment to another, we are found puilty of 
every one of them ; whence. is it that we are fo little 
moved at the fight of what we have done, ſo little 
tranſgrefſions, and that the publican's cry (a), fo ex- 
actly fitted to our cafe, rifes fo coldly on our hearts? 
Irsus firs at the right hand of Gon; from that en- 


alted place he looks down upon us; ſeated in glory 


he lifts up his voice, «© Come, finners, come to me 
« come to me. My blood ſhall cleanſe you from all 
« your fins, your fins ſhall not be your deftruction ; 


« come to me and live.“ Thus Ixsus invites. But 
how is it, that we are fo flow of coming? Is there 


no 
( Luke xviti. 13. 
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no certainty in Gop's law, no reality that we have 
broken it, or nothing terrible in the curſe ir threatens 
us with ? Alas, all theſe are certain, real and terrible: 
but our hearts, our ſtubborn hearts! there lies the 
miſchief. - Neither the terrors of Sinai, por the more 
moving language of Caivary ; neither judgment nor 
mercy z neither death nor lite; neither hell nor hea- 
ven will move them, or move them but a little. We 
have been already condemned in our own conſciences 
by fix of Gon's Commandments : but are we fled for 
refuge to Jzsvs from the ſtorm of God's wrath ? 
Yea art we all come nearer to him in the increafing 
fight of our vileneſs? Then my labour bas not been 
in vain. But if not; if our iniquity has not found 
us out, and we are ſtil] inſenſible to our miſery and 
unſokcitous about God's mercy, how is our guilt in- 
creaſed by ſo much fruitleſs pains uſed upon us! how 
ſhall we anſwer it to IEsus when he comes in his 
glory! We' ſhould ſeriouſly confider, that fin com- 
mitted, how long ſoever ago, is guilt contracted; that 
ment inſured will never be remitted but only by the 
mercy of Goh in the merits of a Redeemer ; and that 
mercy will never be ours, unleſs we humbly, heartily 
and penitently ſue for it. You ſee the uſe we ſhould 
make of the Commandments. I pray you ſet your- 

ſelves thus to improve them. May the Lord fo bleſs 
oo OR Farr an TIRE 
As we wenn, and ſo the one part of our compo- 
1 is body, we have all animal deſires and appe- 
tites 
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tites in common with other ſenſitive creatures; bun- 
ger, thirſt, and the like, are common to us with all 
theſe animal appetites kept in due ſubjection, and di- 
rected according to the meaſures he has preſcribed for 
that purpoſe: that is to ſay, no animal appetite. muſt 
be allowed to uſurp a place that does not belong to it, 
by ingroſſing the heart, and taking to itſelf che di- 
rection of our minds and wills ; but muſt be kept 
within ſuch and ordered by ſuch rules, as 
God has ſet it. When thus kept in ſubjeftion and 
thus ordered, as it has nothing ſinful in itſelf, being 
— enones. re 
—— the natural appetites of 
hunger and thirſt. Meat and drink muſt be uſed for 
preſervation, and therefore the natural deſire of them 
mutt. be kept within the bounds of a ſober modera- 
tion. To delight the foul in the expectation of them, 
and to uſe them with exceſs is intemperance. And fa 
it is regarding that animal appetite more ſpecially de- 
ſigned in this Commandment. When indulged in the 
heart with delight it becomes a ſinful luſt, and when 
gratified out of the bounds Gop has preſcribed ts it, 
it becomes a ſinful act varying according to the aa- 
ture of the act itſelf, as committed with others or with 
our own bodies only, and fo called tornication, adul- 
I care not to mention. Hunger is no excule for glut- 
tony, nor thirſt for drunkenneſs; no more is that 
other animal appetite for luſt and uncleannefs : glut- 


tan, 
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tony, drunkenneſs, luſt, are firſt in the heart, there 
a very animal; and from the heart they come out in 


fuch various acts as reſpectively belong to each of 
them. 


neral deſign of the Commandment is to keep our bo- 
dies in a due ſtate of ſubjection to our ſpirits: and 
therefore that ———— — 
33 


manns a e 
| amd. yt — you enduring this is on 
Rr 
ſuffering it to be defiled by any unchaſte and filthy de · 
lights. ¶ baſoever locketh upon @ woman to luft after 
ber, bath committed adultery with her already in his 
beart (b), is CyrisT's interpretation of the ſpiritual 
meaning of this Commandment. And what he fays 

of looking upon a woman to luſt after her, muſt be 
_ entendedto all manner of unclean deſires. We muſt 
harbour no ſuch gueſts. Whenever we do, we hurt 
our own fouls and fin againſt Gov. Every indul- 
gence of this kind is a ſin — But then how much 
neſs is the very character of the foul, takes fire at 
ſpeaks at every look; when, as the Scripture expreſſes 
at, it appears with @ whore's forebend, and eves full of 
adullery? What a ghaſtly creature then! how de- 


(8) Matt. v. 28. 
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formed in the ſight of man and Goh - Chaſtity muſt 
reign upon our hearts; heaven-born chaſtity, the 
* of divine love: and her child modeſty 
muſt be with her; modeſty, harmleſs in look, decent 
in apparel, reſer ved in geſture, innocent in words, 
her face apt to bluſh, and her back turned upon every 
appearance of indecency. 
Chaſtity is alſo ontward, expreſſive of that purity 
of heart which lodges within. The hand, the tongue, 
the eye, every member of the body muſt be kept 
pure: and accordingly all kind of actions, which 
are in any degree contrary hereto, are abſolutely con- 
demned. ' It is a ame, faith our Apoſtle, even 1 
ſpeak of theſe things which are done of them in ſecret (c). 
Bur he had before faid what kind of things they were, 
Fornication, and all uncleanneſs, let it nat be once named 
amongſt you, as becometh ſeints. Neither filthineſs, nor 
fable talking, nor jeſting, wiich are not convenient : 
but rather giving of thanks. For this ye know, that 
#0 whoremonger, nor unclean perſon, bath any inberi- 
tance in the kingdom of Chriſt, and of Cad (di. Moſt 
peremptorily every act of uncleanneſs is condemned; 
I refer the parties concerned to the particulars, being 
both aſhamed, and alſo holding it improper to ſpeak 
of them. Only, conſidering the importance and need 
there is in this our day of the alarming remark, 1 
would obſerve concerning fornication and adultery, 
that they are fins which damn two ſouls at once ; and 
yet that felf-uncleanneſs is held by divines to be a 
greater fin than either of them. 


(e] Epheſ. v. 12 [ 00 Fphef.r. 4.5. 
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| Secondly, Temperance is the other duty required 

this Commandment. 1466 
tion. Now intemperance is here forbidden in a dou- 
ble reſpect, both as it is an indulgence of the body, 


and as by being fo, it miniſters occaſion to, and nou- 
riſhes luſt. 


Firſ, Intemperance is prohibited for its own ſake. 
The heart muſt not be in any of theſe things to de- 
light in them, nor the body be indulged in them. 
You may not ſet your heart upon eating, be nice and 
curious about it, nor eat beyond the refreſhment of 
nature ; this is gluttony : and I am fure the Scriptures 
rank gluttony and drunkenneſs in the fame degree of 

finfulneſs, however we may have learnt to do other- 
wiſe. You may not ſet your heart upon drink, nor 
uſe it to exceſs: if you do you are a drunkard. And 
take it with you, that Gop will judge, whether you 
have loved or indulged in drink by his reckoning, not 
yours. You may not fancy it to be no fin to love your 
pillow, and to indulge yourſelf there, when Gop 
would have you up to pray and labour. You may 
not ſet your heart on relaxations ; as far as you do, 
Ten are a lover of pleaſures, more than a lever of God (e); 
and if you give yourſelf up to them, ſquander your 
time upon them, and loſe yourſelf in them, though 
man may not condemn you for it, yet aſſuredly Gop 
will. Theſe, gluttony, drunkenneſs, floth and idle- 
. 
They 


(e] 2 Tim. iii 4. 
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They ſet the body above the foul ; and turn the man 
into an animal. For what need of being a reaſonable 
creature, to eat, and drink, and ſleep, and be idle? 
The beaft of the field can do this as well as we. 
Queſtionleſs, Go has given us a reaſonable foul for 
higher purpoſes : and doubtleſs he expects a better ac- 
count from us of the uſe we have made of that noble 
diſtinction, than to have levelled ourſelves with the 
brutes. Could a brute ſpeak, would it be any other 
language than this, Let ws eat and drink, and be 
merry : alas, that ever this ſhould be the language of 
reaſonable man! that ſo many of mankind ſhould 
have loft the thought and inclination of ſpeaking any 
other! 


Zut ſecondly, Intemperance is not only prohibited as 
it is ſinful in itſelf, but alſo as it gives occaſion to, and 
nouriſhes luſt. And this a life of indulgence does: 
it is the very food of luſt. The grievous fin of Se- 
dom is aſcribed to this very cauſe in the Prophet Exe 
| kiiel. Bebold, this was the iniquity of thy ſiſter Sede. 
Pride, fulneſs of bread, and abundance of idleneſs was 
in her and in ber daughters. And they were haughty, 
and committed abomination before me (f). And Fere- 
miah ſpeaks in the very fame manner of the Feu. 
When 1 bad fed them to the full, then they committed 
adultery, and aſſembled themſelves by troops in the bar- 
bats bouſes. - They were as fed horſes in the morning, 
(what can fo ſtrongly repreſent a body pampered with 
indulgence! the conſequence follows) every one neighed 


after bis neighbonr”s * 15 Thus luſt is che effect 
Vor. II. ot 


(f) Ezekiel xvi. 45, 50. (g) Jer. v. 7. 8. 
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of a body gratified in meat, drink, floth and idle- 
neſs. Yea, and if we conſider only either of theſe 
ſeparately, we may find Scripture inſtances of horri- 
ble luſts committed under the influence of each of 
them. Thus what made the S:4-mites fo wanton but 
fulneſs of bread? That is, their delicate living and 
high feeding? What made Lot commit ſuch dreadful 
inceſt with his own daughters, but drunkenneſs (b,? 
Or what filled David, or his fon Amnen after him, 
with ſo much luſt but a ft of ſloth and idleneſs (i) 
e In the heat of 
his youth, and no doubt in the of ſloth 
enn 28 
in love with Tamar his brother A ſalom's lifter. In- 
ſtead of taking any methods of ſelf-denial, it is ſaid, 
be was ſo vexed, that be fell fick far bis ſiſter Tamar; 
that is, he gave way to the paſſion, and let it occupy 
his whole foul, leaving no room for other employ- 
ment. Sloth now and idleneſs had their full power; 
and his unclean deſires grew to ſuch a head, that he 
is ready to facrifice every thing to his inclination. He 
readily complies with the wicked counſel of his friend 
Janadab. He lays himſelf down on his bed and feigns 
himſelf fick, his father comes to fee him; it is his 
father muſt ſend his own daughter and Amnon's own 
ſiſter to be facrificed to his paſſion ; and while ſhe is 
affectionately doing him the kindeft offices, he takes 
advantage of them to ruin her. What a ſcene of 
villany, hypocriſy and ingratitude was here! Was 
there ever a more dreadful ſcene acted? It coſt him 
tis fie quickly aux: but he was fo under the abſo- 
Jute 


6% Gen. ix Jte—3b, | (5) 2 Sam. A. 2.—2i. I-14. 
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lute dominion, fo under the raging influence of paſ- 
fron, that he conſidered no conſequences ; and luſt 
made him ſet no value upon (I do not ſay his conſcĩ - 
ence, for it is plain he had none, but) his honour and 
if we will, what harm is there in living high, in 
taking a glaſs, and following indolence, eaſe and 
pleaſures, ſo one can afford fuch things? Why, if 
there were not, which yet there is, any fin in ſuch in- 
dulgences ſeparately and in themſelves conſidered, yet 
you ſee what provocatives they are to luſt: and fo I 
doubt not a!l have found them who have given them- 
ſelves to them. Ft 
And therefore this Commandment, which regards 
chaſtity, does enjoin us all ſuch means as ſerve to re- 
ſtrain luſt; and theſe are the contraries of this glut- 
ay, drunkenneſs, ſloth and idlenrſe, by which it is 
3 I keep under my body, aud bring it into 


ſubjection (E], faith St Paul. Well, and how did he 


do this? What, by faring ſumptuouſly, and drink- 
ing plentifully, living at his cafe, and doing little or 


nothing? No. We hear nothing of his feaſtings, 


but he tells us, He was in faſtings often. He tells us, 
be ſuffered much hunger and thirſt, that he was is la- 
bours more abundart, and knew what it was la underg 3 
wearineſs and painfuineſs, cald and nakeaneſs (1). B 
ſuch a life as this it was he kept under his body and 
brought it into ſubjection. And you ſee the will of 
God is, that in order ts our purity in heart and life, 
we ſhould, 


F 2 Firſt, 
(+) x Cor. ix. 27. | {1} 2 Cor. xi. 2z—- 7 
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Firſt, Be moderate in the uſe of meats and drinks, 


and, as need is, give ourſelves to faſting and abſti- 
nence. We muſt learn and practiſe the leſſon of put- 
ting the knife io our throat, if we be given to appe- 
tite(m). The meaning is, we muſt not indulge our 
palates in the quantity or variety of the things ſet be- 
fore us; but always uſe ſuch a moderation as rather 
to keep on the ſide of too little, than run any hazard 
of too much. Nor muſt we always eat, even what 
better keeping the body in ſubjection to the ſpirit. 
Faſting is moſt certainly recommended in Scripture, 
but juſt as prayer is to be uſed, as need requires anc 
difcretion direfts. You obſcrve I am not ſpeaking ot 
more ſolemn faſts enjoined by authority, but of pri- 
vate ones recommended by the example of Scripture 
Saints, and called for by the neceſſities of our own 
fouls. If you will not ſubmit to this moderation and 
abſtinence, do not wonder if you cannot preſerve the 


chaſtity of your heart i. 


Secondly, Be diligent in your calling, Labour 
keeps the mind employed, and the body under ; 
whereas ſloth both genders luſt, and gives it opportu- 
nity. If you are idle, the fleſh will be buſy; and 
ho fair an occaſion do you give it by having nothing 
elſe to do, but to attend upon it! If you will be cry- 
ing upon your bed, A /ittle more fleep, a little more 
 fumber ; if you will put your hands in your boſom 
inſtead of putting them to your work; if you fee a 
lion in your ſhop (x), and cannot endure to be in it: 
what 


(=) Prov, n 2. 1 (#) Prov. i 23. 
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what advantage could luſt deſire, which you do not 
yield to it? You muſt not be idle; we muſt be all 
employed; Gov has work for us all in the world, and 
indeed the moſt for thoſe who ſeem to have the leaſt 
todo. Application muſt both keep under the body, 
a great way towards preſerving chaſtity. 


And laſtly, We muſt be aware of the recreations 
we uſe, and how we uſe them. They muſt be inno- 
cent in themſelves, (and that many of them are not) 
elſe they are both a ſin and a ſnare. It has been ſup- 
poſed that when Dinah went to ſee (that is, to viſit) be 
daughters of the land (o), ſhe went upon an unwar- 
rantable errand. Probably ſhe was mixed with them 
took her, and lay with her. Nor muſt relaxations 
only be in themſelves innocent, they muſt be alſo uſed 
innocently, if we mean not to be hurt by them. We 
are not to go tothem in an unguarded frame, or forget 
ourſelves in them, for then we lay ourſelves open to 
temptation ; and we mult not give that time to them 
which is owing to more important employments, for 
then they are in truth direct bodily indulgences ; and 
ſo it can be no wonder if they give occaſion to luſt. 

l thought theſe hints concerning the means of chaſ- 
tity, ariſing from the head of temperance, to be no 
improper concluſion of a diſcourſe on the ſeventh 
Commandment. In ſpeaking to which you will eaſily 
ſee, that, becauſe of the delicacy of the ſubject, many 
things of the chickelt —— and which are moſt 
T3 lignally 


(o) Gen. xxxiv. 1, 
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ſignally aimed at by this law, have been but glanced 
| retired and deliberate refleftion. The ſpirituality of 
this Commandment has, 1 hope, been made plain; 
and is now ſubmitted to your ſerious conſideration. 


May the Lord in mercy bleſs it to us all, for Ixsvs 
CurrsT's fake. 


SERMON 


GaLaTlians III. 24. 


| Wherefore the Law was our Schoolmaſter to bring 
us unto Chriſt, that we might be juſtified by Faith. 


FEAER TN is the wenkeelin of the 188 
2 8 I 

a ſin; whence comes it, that while our 
n ſins are ſo many, our apprehenſions are ſo 
flight ? Some indeed tremble, neither does all their 


frequent hearing of the merit of a Redeemer's blood 
ftill the clamour of their confciences. But others, 


the moſt, fin and fear not; not all the terrors of Sinai 
move them, though all thoſe terrors be actually thun- 
dring againſt them. And how dreadful are they ! 


12 manner of giving the Law ſpeak, though it 
can but faintly figure the terrors of the wrath of an 


avenging Gop. Be ready, ſaid the Lord, againſt ths 
third day, for the third day the Lord will come down in 
the fight of all the people. Set bounds unto the people, 
ſay to them, Take heed, go not up into the mount, or 
ouch the border of it: whoſcever toucheth the mount 
T4 Hall 

(s) 1 John ii. 4. 
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Hall be ſurely put to death, whether it be beaſt or man, 
it ſhall net live: when the trumpet ſoundeth long, they 
Hall come up to the mount. — And it came to paſs on the 
third day in the morning, that there were thunders and 
lizhtnings, and a thick cloud upon the mount, and the 
voice of the trumpet exceeding loud ; ſo that all the people 
that were im the camp trembled.— And Moſes brought 
forth the people out of the camp to meet God. — And Si- 
nai was altogether on a ſmoke, becauſe the Lord de- 
ſcended upon it in fire : and the ſinote thereof aſcended 
as the ſmoke of a furnace, and the whole muunt quaked 
greatly... And when the voice of the trumpet ſounded 
lung, and «axed lauder and louder, Moſes ſpale, and 
Cid anſcvered bim by a voice... And God came down on 
mount Sinai an the top of the monnt. And all the people 
{aw the thundrings and the lightnings, and the noiſe of 
the trumpet, and the mountain ſmoking : and when the 
people ſaw it, they removed, and flood afar off — And 
aid, Let not Ged ſpeak with us, leſt we die. And God 
[rake all theſe words, ſaying, I am the Lord thy God, 
which have brought thee ot of the land of Egypt, ont 
of the henſe of bendage (b). Thus Gop appeared ter- 
rible in giving the Law: what will the terrors be, 
when he ſhall come to avenge himſelf of the tranſ- 
oeffors of it! What will be the terrors of a judg- 
ment Cay, a day of recompence, whereof Gop him 
jelf hath ſaid, Yet once more I ſhake not the earth only, 
bt alſo heaven (c)? O ſinners, our G0 is a con- 
ſuming fire : and who of you will be able to ſtand 
whey is ye Now is the day of falvation. 
Death haſtneth : Then your day is over. Humble 
yourtclves. Come to Jesus. Live. 


I am 
Eid. x'x and xx. | (0 Heb. xii, 26, 
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am now to explain to you the eighth Command 
ment. Thou ſhalt not ſteal. 

The great duty required by this Commandment is 
contentedneſs, and the great fin forbidden is covetouſ- 
neſs. Gop will have us, as thoſe who depend on him, 
and live entirely by his bounty, to be content with 
ſuch things as we have, becauſe they are, be they 
more or leſs, what he gives us, and judpes fitteſt to 
beſtow on us. He will have us truſt in him for our 
daily bread, and all the bleſſings of life; and reckons 
it a great diſhonour done him, when we are careful 
and anxious for the things we really need, and much 
more when we ſet ourſelves to defire the things we 
need not. Take notice therefore, that contentment 
is being quiet and fatisfied with Gop's care of us in 
worldly things, chearfully uſing what he gives us to 
day, and nothing doubting he will provide for us to- 
morrow, in the way of our duty and diligent labour 
in our calling. As far as we fail of this quiet ſatiſ- 
fiedneſs in Gop's fatherly care of us, are afraid to uſe 
what he gives us, or anxious about the morrow, we 
come ſinfully ſhort of contentedneſs, and are guilty 
of covetouſneſs. The nature of which fin of covet- 
ouſnels lies therefore in theſe two things. 


Fir, An unbelieving diſtruſt of Cop concerning 
thoſe things of the world which we really need for 
ourſelves and families. It is a great fin againſt Gon 
to queſtion his bleſſing upon our honeſt labour. It 
both denies that he orders all things by his wiſe and 
good provience, and alſo flatly gives the lie to his 

5 9 
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of ſuch as truſt in him: and ſuch do believe that 
what he ſends is beſt for them be it little or much. 


Secondly, The other ingredient in covetouſneſs is 
carnal defire, putting us a Juſting after the things we 
really need not ; whether pride, hungring after worldly 
wealth, becauſe of the preſent honour that attends 
the poſſeſſor of it, or love of indulgence, that deſires 
to have wherewith to gratify its luſts. Theſe two are 
the firſt principles of covetouſneſs; and would you 
trace up any covetous deſire to its fountain-head, you 
| ſhould find it aroſe either from an unbelieving miſtruſt 
of Gop for what was neceſſary, or from a carnal de- 
fire of what was not ſo. Both the one and the other 
of which are theft in the fight of Gop, and that love 
f money which, he aſſures us, is the.root of all evil (d). 
condemned by this Commandment. In which as far 
as we are wanting, we ſhall alſo be likely to tranſgreſs 
in the outward duties injoined upon us, and be found 
in the practice of injuſtice, niggardline/s and waſteful- 
zeſs, which three include all manner of ſtealing. 


The ff outward fin here forbidden is injuſtice, to 
which we ſhall be ſadly puſhed by covetouſneſs, if it 
be in our hearts, whether it ariſe from a diſtruſt of 
Gov's providence regarding the things we really need, 
or from the inſatiable defires begotten in us by the 
pride of life and the luſt of indulgence, after the 
things we really do not need. And here I muſt pro- 
claim aloud againſt that worldly maxim, Sell as dear, 


(4d) 1 Tim. vi..10. 
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and buy as cheap, as you can, as abſolutely diſhoneſt ; 
being moſt directly contrary to that rule of our Lord's. 
What foever ye would that men fhculd do unto you, even 
ſo di unto them. Go does not admit that as a good 
character, to be a man of ſharpneſs in buſineſs; 
which, if I underſtand it right, is to have the wit of 
outwitting others. There is a market price in all traf- 
fic, and that every man ought contentedly to take or 
give. But to buy as cheap and fell as dear as I can, 
is to take the liberty of availing myſelf of another's 
ignorance or neceſſity ; which is a treatment I ſhould 
not like toward myſelf. As far therefore as any, either 
in the whole or part of their dealings with others, 
have acted upon this wicked maxim, however they 
may be eſteemed honeſt in the fight of men, they are 
accounted no better nor other than downright thieves 
in the fight of Gop : and however good they may 
have boaſted themſelves to have been in making a 
bargain in this world, unleſs they repent, they will 
find they have made a very bad one another day. 
God judgeth not as man judgeth : and therefore con- 
ſider as before him how you have dealt with others in 
the traffic you have had with them; whether a deſire 
of gain has not made you ſtep aſide from plain honefty 
wt Sofa nn 


— 2 . and 


4 


e Prov. zx. 14. 
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him perhaps not half the worth of the goods you 
take from him. And then in ſeiling, inquire again 
whether you have not knowingly overrated your 
goods ; or concealed artfully ſome defect or blemiſh 
you knew to be in them, parting with them at a price 
they had been only worth had they been found ; or 
raiſing upon an ignorant purchaſer what you had been 
obliged to abate to a crafty one; or if one wanting 
your goods muſt have them, therefore being ſure © to 
« make him pay for them,” as we ſay. It were end 
leſs to mention all the tricking and diſhoneſt practices 
that may have been uſed in ſelling : one however muſt 
whether upon juſt grounds I neither know nor do al- 
tow myſelf to think, the perſons concerned in felling 
muſt look to it. It is this, the not having weights and 
meaſures at all times ſtatuteable and equal. It is the 
ſeller's buſineſs in conſcience to fee carefully and con- 
ſtantly that they are ſo; which if he does not do, he 
cannot poſſibly be excuſed by an ignorance (ſuppoſing 
him ignorant) eaſily avoidable, and therefore wilful: 
but the truth generally is, there is real covetouſneſs, 
and the ignorance is, to beguile conſcience, merely 

As we may be diſhoneſt in buying and felling, fo 
alſo in borrowing and lending. If a man borrows 
without deſign of paying, the whole world pronounces 
him a cheat. But doth it do fo, if he borrow when 
he has no proſpect of paying? And yet at bottom 
this is little better than the other ; he would not chooſe 
to be ſo dealt with himſelf ; and for any thing he can 
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foreſee he is as likely to deceive his neighbour and diſ- 
appoint him of the thing lent, as if he had no deſign 
to repay it. But what ſhould he have done? he will 
fay. He was in neceſſity. Then he ſhould have beg- 
ged, not borrowed, and in fo doing he would have 
acted honeſtly. On the other part, a leader may be 
as diſhoneſt as a borrower; he may exact unreaſonable 


profit for what he lends, whether money or other 


things; or he may injure or deſtroy what is put in 
his hands as a ſecurity, whether eftate, houſe or leſſer 
thing; or may oppreſſively detain to his own uſe what 
is ſo depoſited, not caring to part with it again, tho” 
all proper ſatisfaction is already made, or is offered to 
be made. 
Alo in hiring and labouring for hire we may be 
diſhoneft. Gon does not allow thoſe who hire to drive 
unreaſonable bargains with labourers, beneath what 
their work is worth ; nor to delay paying them ; nor 
to detain any part of what was their due; nor to force 
a profit out of them at ſecond hand, by obliging them 
contrary to their inclinations to take in goods what 
is owing to them in money, and fo artfully and cruc!!; 
ſqueezing out of them a fixth, it may be a fifth part 
of their wages. No more muſt they who are hired 
defraud thoſe who hire them, which they may do by 
more ways than any one can tell but themſelves. 


not their work to their beſt ſkill and ability; and fo 
alſo when they ſpoil and conſume what is given thera 
to work wich; and fo finally, when they take any 

part 


They defraud their maſters when they are idle and 
ſlothful, ſquandering the time for which they are 
paid; and fo they do, when they are carclefs, and do 
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part of it to their own uſe, or give it to others with- 
out their maſters knowledge. 

I have dwelt, you find, upon ſuch things as do not 
paſs for great matters in the eye of the world, but 
are coloured with ſome ſhew of pretence for them, or 
do not come within the laſh of the Law, or by cuſ- 
tom are accounted no great ſcandal, and fuch as may 
comport with the character of an honeſt man. Wav- 
ing therefore to inſiſt, that plain theft, violent rob- 
bery, infolent oppreſſion of ſuch as have no helper, 
are acts of diſhoneſty: I only add farther upon this 
| head, that we may fteal from many as well as from 
one; and therefore that it is juſt as much theft to 
cheat the country, as it is to defraud a particular man; 


prohibition of this law. The ground of ſuch prac- 

tices is covetouſneſs, the practices themſelves theft. 

And now, to end this head, if any be found to 
have defrauded another, or to have in his hand any 
thing which he knows belongs to his neighbour, whe- 

| ther he is the original defrauder or not, he is required 
by this Commandment to reſtore it. It is as much 

diſhoneſty and injuſtice to keep what is another's, as 
to take it from him. He muſt make reſtitution. 

Nay, he muſt not delay to do it; for ſhould he re- 
ſtore it at laſt, he is actually defrauding his neighbour 

of the uſe and benefit of it every day he keeps it. 

But perhaps the fraud has been fuch, that he cannot 

know whom he has injured, or thoſe are dead to whoni 
the right belongs: and theretore how can he make 
reſtitution ? Why, he may not keep that which is nor 

his 
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his own at any rate. Is the perſon dead to whom it 
is due? Let his repreſentatives have it : forit is theirs. 
Does not a man know to whom he has been injurious ? 
Then it falls of right to the poor; and theſe we have 
always with us. And thus much of injuſtice. | 


The ſecond fin forbidden is niggardlineſs. This is 
the contrary to liberality, and is that fad and ſinful 
ſtate of ſoul, when a man has neither an heart to uſe 
nor to give, and fo robs himſelf and the needy. There 
is not a vice in the world more cried out upon; and 
vet if we may believe So/omon there is none more 
common. There is an evil, which I have ſeen under 
the ſun, and it is commen among men: a man to whons 
God hath given riches, wealth, and benour, fo that be 
_ wanteth nothing for bis ſoul! of all that be dejireth, vet 
God groeth bim not power to eat thereof (f). Well, but 
however common, what niggardly man ever owned 
that he was ſo? Ir is a fin, it ſcems, that hides itſclf 
from our eyes, and never wants the falſe, but fair ſhew 
of prudence to cloke itſelf under. So that peradven 
ture it may be your fin or mine, while we ſuſpect no- 
thing of the matter; we may be penurioufly robbing 
ourſelves and others. and at the fame time be admir- 
ing at the cloſe · fiſtedneſs of this perſon and that. Ve 
ſhall all therefore do well to look at home; and 1 
ſuppoſe we may fir.d ſome degree or other of it cleav- 
ing to us. Sure I am he only is in any tort fate from 
its dominion over him, who ſees and contends againſt 
it, The marks of it may be ſuch as the,. 


Fir, 


ef) Eccleſ. * 
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ing in wealth, ſo that the thoughts are all intent upon 
it, with a certain eagerneſs of growing up to more 
than one has yet attained to. 


Secondly, Importunate folicitude about the ſucceſs 
of worldly ſchemes, ſo that they follow us all the day, 
we only forget them as we fall aſleep, and they pre- 
ſent themſelves to us the very moment we awake. 


 Fourthly, A ſecret uncomfortable diſcontent of ſpi- 
rit, when — and our de- 


And ffthly, When it cheers our hearts to receive, 
but our countenances fall if we are to pay. This is 
| a fure mark of a niggard. And ſo is, 


plotting and contriving to pinch a little from this and 
a little from that, and when it goes to a man's heart 
to think how much is going away. And molt of all, 


Seventhly, When we have forgotten that the uſe of 
money is to live comfortably ourſelves, and to diſtri- 
bute largely to others. I ſay, when we have for- 
- gotten the uſe of money; for covetouſneſs ſhall ſo 
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blind a man, that he ſhall never once reflect why mo- 
ney was given him. 

And Eigbthly, e 


heart draws back from doing it. When he gives for 
very ſhame, to ſave his character, and would never think 


being engaged in a charitable undertaking, he pre- 
ſently repents, and 1s ſeeking a pretence to diſengage 
himſelf from it. _ By fuch marks as theſe we may 
diſcover niggardlineſs. But you will ſay, if you are 


of ſuch a ſtamp as this, you — 


vagance. No. 


Thirdly, Waſtefulnes is a fin ale forbidden by 
andment. I am well aware that the pro- 

Hgal perfor vpoo hearing 'che charplier of the nig- 
gard will be ready to boaſt, and to declare that he 
hates a niggard from the bottom of his ſoul. Well, 
but he conſiders not, that he alſo is a thief. Waſte- 


fulneſs is theft as well as niggardlinefs. | Thus, | 


Firſt, He that will waſte his ſubſtance in eating 
and drinking, live above his ability, and ſpend with 
thoſe that are better able than he, is but a thief ; he 
robs his family, and brings poverty on himſelf. Such 
an one may be eſteemed by his companions, and rec- 


koned th. moſt honeſt and beft-narured man in the 


world: but ſure I am in Gop's reckoning he has a 


very ill character, he is a thief, he ſteals from his own, 


ann 
upon, and is worſe than an infidel. 


Vor. II. U | do, 


of giving at all could be handſomely avoid it; and 
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So, Secondly, 8688 
on their back, dreſs beyond what they can afford, and 
will needs make a fine appearance whatever it coſt 
them, are miſerable thieves; they rob the poor, leave 
them naked and ſtarving that themſelves may appear 
to be ſomething. Nay, they rob themſelves; and 
ſo bring on penury and want where Gop ſends none. 
It is eaſy to ſee this prodigal humour will more effectu- 
ally reduce any one, than a thief could do by picking 
the pocket ; „„ 
this is a perpetual drain. 


So, Nirdh, Gameſiers are bur thieves, whether 
they Joſe or win. Does he loſe? He ſteals from him- 
ſelf and family. But he gains perhaps? Why, then 
he only robs another and his family. But will it be 
faid he gained it fairly? No ſuch matter. It was co- 
veting that which was another man's that ſet him to 
game; and there is one robbery, namely, in the 
| heart. And then he took an unlawful means of get. 
ting, for Gop has appointed no ſuch kind of traffic; 
and ta take from another without Gop's warrant can- 
not be honeſt. 


And, Fourtbly, He that prodigally waſtes his ſub- 
ſtance in pleaſures, does but rob himſelf, his family, 
and the poor. And there are many ſuch waſters now- 
a- days, who think nothing too much to ſpend on their 
pleaſures, and will put every thing to ſtake, ſo their 
inclinations this way may be indulged. No wonder 
| therefore if ban be now bes tre, which was i 

| Solomon's 


him bare, and fills his houſe with diſtreſs and calamity. 
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Solomon”s time, He that loveth pleaſure, ſhall be à poor 
man (g). If a man will be continually robbing his 


c 
there. 


Alſo, Laſtly, Idleneſs is a ſinful waſter, that preys 
upon a man's ſubſtance till he has nothing left. An 
idle foul Hall ſuffer hunger, and drowſineſs ſhall be 
clothed with rags(b). Idleneſs is a companion that 
is the worſt of thieves. Whatever a man has, it ſtrips 


Poverty comes upon the ſluggard like an armed man (i); 
it arreſts, and turns him out of houſe and home. 
Should a neighbour do that which idleneſs doth, you 
would challenge him for a notorious thicf and robber. 
But I cannot ſtay to enlarge. 
You may for now, how Tate naſe muy whe 
cry out Wu have onty ey th, ace 
themſelves are 2 way of breaking the 
ſame Commandment. ne 
how e niggardlineſs 


and waſtefulneſs, are grievous temptations to diſho- 
neſty, the former by imagining neceſſity, the latter 
| „ COT the eighth Com- 


(g) Prov. xxi 17. | (i] Prov. vi. 9, 11. 
% Prov, xix. 15. —Xxiii. 21. ; 


U 2 SERMON 


ee 8 a 


_ ſerve Gop and 


5 


SERMON XUV. 


5 


GaLaTians III. 24. 


Wherefore the Law was our Schoohnafter 10 
us unto Chrift, that we might be juftifed by Faith. 


LE I go forward explaining the Com- 
W q mandments, it is poſſible one and another 


too ſtrict, or of me as explaining it be- 
yond its real meaning. - For the latter complaint, I 
refer to Car1sT's own explanation of the Law in his 
Sermon on the mount : but the former has its foun- 


dation in ignorance of the deſign of the Law; which 


is to make us know our fins, and thereby the miſery 
of our ſtate ; with this gracious purpoſe, that we may 
come to CurIST for deliverance from our guilt and 
the we deſerve; and ſo may without fear 
keep his Commandments ſincerely, 
while daily experience ſhews us we cannot do it per- 


fecth. We muſt learn therefore to make a right uſe 


> of the Law. 
Hrſt, To underſtand it in its full extent. 


may be ready to complain of the Law as 


* 
9 — et. 
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S:condh, To apply it to our hearts and ways for 
the diſcovery of what we are and have done; and 


Thirdly, To ſue for mercy for Cun isr's fake, be- 
cauſe of our tranſgreſſions. againſt it, and to ſet our- 
ſelves chearfully to walk according to it by the grace 
of Gop as nearly as we can. With theſe purpoſes 
let us hear now what the ninth Commandment has 


againſt us. » AR 
neighbour. 


bs coder as Un the e Ae 


ment, it muſt be obſerved, that falſe witneſſing in 


the higheſt ſenſe is upon oath, when appeal is made 


to Gon for the truth of what we declare. Now in 


luch falſe witne lung, there are always three Com- 
mandments expreſsly broken; the third Command 
ment by calling Gon to witneſs what is falſe, and 
therein lies the perjury of falſe witneſs ; then, fe- 
condly, a monſtrous injury offered to our neighbour's 
life or eſtate, in breach of the ſixth or eighth Com- 
mandinent, as the Cale is, in capital caſes of both; and 
then, thirdly, a wrong done to our brother's charac- 
ter, which is properly the fin againſt this ninth Com- 
mandment. From hence it appears, -that although 


falſe witnefling upon oath doth indeed fall under this 


Commandment, yet it only doth fo as far as our neigh- 


bour's character is concerned therein; God's honour 
and man's lite or property having been before ſecured 
2 And * the ninth 

g Commandment 
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Commandment is evidently this, to preſerve the cha- 
racter of our neighbour. And it has two branches. 


Firſt, That as far as we can we muſt preſerve a 
good opinion of our neighbour in our own hearts. 


Secondly, That according to our power we muſt 


Firſt, As far as we can we muſt preſerve a good 
opinion of our neighbour in our hearts. And there- 
of this Commandment. 1. A cenforious diſpoſition. 
2. Raſh judging. 3. And a willingneſs to hear of the 
faults of others. Which three are ſo connected toge- 
ther, that there is no dividing them. A cenſorious 
temper unavoidably begets hard judging and pleaſure 
in the faults of others; while theſe plainly 
prove a cenſorious diſpoſition, which is moſt abſolutely 


contrary to the main purpoſe of this Commandment, 
in the fight of Gop a conſtant breach of it, and the 


cauſe of almoſt every tranſgreſſion that can be com- 
inſt it. Wherefore I ſet in the front of fins. 


mitted againſt 


_ Firſt, Acenſorious diſpoſition. Andthisis foch atemper 
of heart as diſpoſes us to believe badly of others, fills us 


with ſuſpicions of every one we deal with, and keeps 


us upon the watch to pick up all the ill impreſſions we 
can to the diſadvantage of others. Nothing in the 


whole world ſhews an uncharitable, unchriſtian, un- 


humbled 


iliſn ſpirit, to be in man fo much as this. 


It is worſe than revenge, where paſſion pleads; it is 
v4 worſe 


] 
| 


E 


3 — 


———— . AS > Eon, Es 


from this, that the faults and infirmities of others 


vices; that while ſome are hearing with a finful indif- 


to fix the crime, and fet it out in an unfavourable 
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worſe than envy, . where intereſt or reputation urge, to 
ne OE ARE OUS: it is 2 cool de- 
— — but the deep malignity of = 
proud heart. What can be fo deviliſh as to love to 
ſee fin in others, and to rejoice in the leaſt appearance 
ef it ? Beyond all the evil tempers you can think of, 
and all the horrid aftions you can deviſe, it argues 


the ſoul dead in treſpaſſes and fins; wrapt up in its 
own pride, it looks about with content on a world ly- 


ing in wickedneſs, and feeds itſelf wich delight and 


complacency upon the growing teſtimony of man's 
finfulneſs ; till at length it comes to a concluſion that 
none are to be truſted, and that there are no ſuch things 
as grace and integrity in the world. But, you fay, is 
there any ſuch thing as this cenforious diſpoſition 
among men? Alas, we all brought it into the world 
with us; and if there has not been a divine change 


wrought upon our fouls fince that time, we are now 


under the dominion of it. And the very beſt will not 
think themſelves free from it. Whence is it but 


make fo conſiderable a part of converſation ; that our 
ears if not our mouths are open in the tale of others 


ference, others are eagerly contending as for victory, 


light ? This we have all known, I fear do ſtill know 
more or leſs, to be our conduct; which nevertheleſs 
can ariſe from nothing but this very cenforious tem- 


per. But we ſhall ſee more of it in ſpeaking to the 
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two other things, TP and readineſs to hear 
evil of others. 


Puente. e eee bo Crammd: 
ment. Judge nat, fays our Lord, that ye be not judged(a). 
The reaſon and argument alledged ſhews the nature of 
the judgment forbidden; as ye expect Gop not to 
judge you in ſeverity, ſo be not you ſevere judges of 
the conduct of others. And herein lies a mighty ar- 
gument for judging the moſt favourably we can of 
others: for if God, who knows perfectly what poor 
ſinners and imperfect ſervants of his we are, will yet 
deal favourably for his Son's ſake in judging us ; 
much more ſhould we, who are under the fame con- 


_ judgments we can one of another, being we do not 


help judging that which lies plainly before me ? True, 
you cannot. And many times it is your duty to 
judge : for if you do not judge fin to be fin, and a 
ſinful man to be a finful man, you cannot reprove the 
ane or ayoid the other. Charity des not oblige you 
to put out your eyes and to call evil good. But it for- 
bids you to condemn any in your own mind upon an 


brother. — Geagh. you cxnner bur devine 


drunkenneſs, profaneneſs, idleneſs, covetouſneſs, and 
the like, are without the grace of Gon in their hearts : 


yet if the wickedneſs be hid, and there be the appear- 


ances 


(a] Mart. vii. 1. 


demnation before Gov, form the moſt favourable 


o well know the hearts one of another. Judge not, 
that ye be nat judged. But you will fay, how can 1 


inſufficient warrant, „ rere 


in your heart that thoſe who live in open fin, ſuch as 


— " 


P e 2 


! 
| 
| 
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ances of godlineſs, we are to hope the beſt, nor to be 
beat out of this hope by one thing or another which 
we cannot fo well reconcile and account for. And 
then as to particular actions, to put always the moſt 


candid interpretation upon them, not to aſeribe that 


blameable principle, if not a good one. Farther than 
this; not to determine any one's whole character to 
be naught becauſe of a particular action confeſſedly 
indeed bad, bur ſtill to hope it was through force of 
ſurpriſe, and that all nevertheleſs may be well at bot- 
ſum is, < ſecret things belong to Gop,”* who will not 
have us meaſure beyond our line, and rather to think 
well of thoſe who may be bad, than to be ready to 
think ill of thoſe who may be otherwiſe, becauſe of 
fome appearances to the contrary. But a cenſorious 
ſpirit will ſet us on judging contrary to all theſe mea- 
ſures. The Phariſces were ſure to take by the worſt 
bandle every thing Cnaisr did. When he caſt out 
devils, they will needs have it he is a conjurer and in 
league with Beelzebub. When he takes friendly no- 
tice of the moſt abandoned to do them good, pre- 
ſently he is no other than © a gluttonous man and a 
wine-bibber, a friend of. publicans and finners.” They 
firſt invented an evil aftion where there was none, 
and then condemned him far it as the vileſt of ſin- 
ners. Phariſees were hard cenſurers. nothing could 
eſcape them. Could TT ev Gas he hetero he 
of them, you would have found there a tribunal fer 
at + 


4 
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all, an eagerneſs to diſcover the leaſt flaw, a cruel de- 
ciſion of every thing in the moſt unfavourable man- 
ner, and an evident exultation of ſpirit in the ſuppoſed 
diſcovery. It would be well indeed, if there had been 
nothing of their ſpirit in us. But alas, how often 
have we judged raſhly, condemned upon falſe grounds, 
not put the moſt favourable interpretations, and come 
to haſty and uncharitable concluſions upon the ftate 
or conduct of our neighbours! and hereby proved 
that we are not ſuch ſtrangers to the cenſorious diſpo- 
ſition above ſpoken of, — ads 

imagine ? 
Thirdly, A willingneſs to bear of the faults of c: bers, is 
another effect of a cenſorious diſpoſition, ard fin againſt 
this Commandment. This is fo plain that I need not 
ſay much upon it, yet ſo common I fear that it muſt 
not be paſt by. The queſtion then is this, how are 
you affected, and how do you behave, when you hear 
of other peoples faults ? If you be charitably diſpoſed 
as you ought, you will be really grieved for the per- 
ſon accuſed, if the thing be ſo clear that you cannot 
gainſay it; and if you think he is hardly judged and 
miſrepreſented, you will not fail to defend him. Bu: 
if you are well enough pleaſed to hear ſuch things ſaid 
of another, and better plcaſed when you find they are 
true; if ſuppoſing you think him ſeverely dealt with, 
you yet fit ſtill, and let the matter paſs as if no con- 
cern of yours, will you imagine that you have a real 
love for your neighbour, and concern to maintain his 
in the world? Or will not this argue very 
much of that cenſorious ſpirit to be dwelling in your 
heart ? Yet have you never heard too patiently or roo 
ſilently 
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ſilently or too pleaſingly the faults of others? To 
talk of other peoples blemiſhes is the general talk of 
ſome, and they are the ſubject of a great part of their 
converſation. I beſeech you how could this be unleſs 
we were pleaſed with it, and but too forward to hear 
it? Otherwiſe converſation of that kind would foon 
rene 
and ſlanderer be conſtrained to keep in the venom of 
his malicious heart, * 
he pours out to the poiſoning of the hearts of others. 


Revenge and envy, as was hinted above, are a kind of 


alleviations and comparative excuſes for being content 
to hear of the defects of thoſe, who we think have 
done us ill, or ſtand in our way ; and therefore the 
moſt dreadful mark of a cenſorious ſpirit muſt lie in 
this, that we are pleaſed and forward to hear of the 
faults of thoſe to whom it may be we are ſtrangers, 
or between whom and us there have been no jealou- 
fies. To be willing to hear of the faults of another 
through revenge or envy is bad enough; but to fit 
down in cold blood as it were, and for very malice- 
fake to be pleaſed in hearing a hiſtory of their vices 
6r infirmities, againſt whom we bear no reſentment 
and are perhaps little or nothing acquainted with, this 
duds ee beſpeaks a cenſorious 
diſpoſition in the very height of it, and is in truth a 
conſideration that ſhould alarm us all.—This will uf. 
ard ting eee 
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Secendy, The other duty required by this Com- 
mandment is, that according to our power we do 
maintain his character in the world. And fo theſe 


Firft, & * the real atinments of 
our » which is detrathion. 


log im, which i luder 


And, Thirdly, — 
which is evil-ſpeaking. 


1 would not you thoold b fehr of cen 
ouſneſs, as lying at the bottom of the greater part 
of detraction, flander and evil-ſpeaking, I fay the 


nerally make Wenden Enown by the bined os 
violence wherewith they expreſs themſelves; and fo 
by overdoing carry with them an antidote againſt what 
is ſaid, and make the envious or angry perſon heard 
with allowance, and with little heed taken of what he 

the world, and fpares none; while in the mean time 
putting on the guiſe of impartiality or the ſhew of 
compaſſion, characters fall before it with an influence 
yery hardly to be reſiſted, infomuch that it will be 


exceedingly 
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exceedingly difficult for the moſt charitable heart to 
go away without ſome leſſening impreſſion of the per- 
ſons ſpoken of. So much peculiar miſchief ariſes 
from a kind of converſation, which is often thought 
to have no great harm in it. But to come to the par- 
ticulars, which 1 ſhall in a manner but barely men- 


tion, as the nature of their finfulneſs has been already 


Fut, DetraSionis a going . toleſſenthe character 
of others. It is a doing that by our neighbour which 
the ſpies did by the promiſed land, bringing up ſuch 
an evil report upon him, and ſetting him in ſuch co- 
lours, as to make him little regarded. It were end- 
for this purpoſe, ſuch as marking out his defects in 
that very grace or gift wherein he excelleth, or low- 
ering him by the mention of his weak fide, or hiding 
his deſervings by ſetting forth the more eminent cha- 
racer of others, or rendring him deſpicable by fame 
accidental circumſtance belonging to him; as the Jews 
faid of Cunisr, Is not this the carpenter”s Son? I ſay 
the methods of detraftion are endleſs. The thing it- 
ſelf is evident, that when we ſay any thing to the hurt 
or hindrance of our neighbour's character, whereby 
he may be rendred leſs ſerviceable to Cnn is r and the 
world, we actually fin againſt Gon and others as well 
as him. And therefore it will behove us to reflect 
whether we have not careleſly or wilfully leſſened the 
real attainments of others, in grace, virtue and pru- 
— dence, by ſpeaking flightingly of them, and behaving 
3s if they were of little account. A little done this 
| way 
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K 
racter is by Slander ; that is, by bringing a charge againſt 
him that does not belong to him. Now theſe ſlandets 
are either falſe reports invented and uttered about an- 
| ether, or ſuch reports added to, or carried about by 
thoſe that heard them. In the cafe of raiſing falſe 
reports the thing is plain, and the fin manifeſt. - But 
where is the difference between raiſing a report, and 
adding to it what it had not before to make it more 
conſiderable ? But you will fay perhaps, you did not 
mean to make it worſe than you heard it, it was your 
miſtake. However you ſee an injury is done to your 
neighbour, and at whoſe door does the blame lie but 
yours? Yea, and had you reported no more than you 
heard, to what end did you report a ſtory to the hurt 
of your neighbour's character? Can you lay your 
hand on your heart and ſay in the preſence of God, 
<< had no other deſign in doing it but God's glory, 
« and out of ſome charitable purpoſe?” If not, you 
afted the part of a tale-bearer, and you very well 
know that is a character far from being commended 
in Scripture. If it was not through revenge or envy 
you uttered the ſlanderous ſtory, that lay burning in 
your boſom, till it was imparted to all your acquaint- 
ance, you muſt have done it out of pure cenforiouf- 
neſs, and in the want of charity, which was vaſtly 
of our neighbour's character, is Evil-ſpeaking, by which 
—.. GO ny" 


faults of others. We muſt ſpeak of the fins of others, 
when there is neceſſity; but when there is none, and 
no real good intended calls us to it, then though the 
thing be true, we commit a fin in telling it. If the 
clory of Les and the good of odhers require, we 
muſt indeed {peak the truth. But when we have no 
CARE Gore ants wks w 
ſpeaking the truth we do but injure our own fouls. 
Yer perhaps people will be ready to think they have 
done nothing amiſs, becauſe they have faid nothing 
but what was true to their own knowledge. But is 
this doing as you would be done by ? Did your neigh- 
bour know any thing amiſs of you, would you be 
willing he ſhould without any reaſon, but to indulge 
his fooliſh heart and tongue, make it known and ruin 
your character in the world? If not, the mere faying 
nr 
2 poor excuſe. 
And now from the whole of this account of the 
jor kg: is „„ 
there is within you to ſet on fire your tongue. I will 


leave theſe two hints with 3 
the one and the other. 


.. Above all things in the world pray for a new 
heart. The chief tranſgrefions of this Command- 
ment are within: and you know allo it is aut of the 
abundance of the heert the mouth ſpeaketh. As faith 
ple will die in you as well as envy and revenge, and 
» you wil be more free from receiving or uttering 

| any 
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any thing to the prejudice of your brother's good 


Secondh, mD ohi> evan math never to ſpeak 
of the faults of others, unleſs abſolutely obliged to 
it. You will find this rule of prudence to be of great 
ſervice, not only to the bridling of your tongue, but 
to the mortifying of your heart. 5 

There are many other ſins uſually ranged under this 
Commandment, ſuch as flattery, boaſting, and the 
like : but I have choſen rather to confine myſelf to 
the ſimple deſign of it, reſpecting the characters of 
others; eſpecially as all theſe have been in ſubſtance 
" ſpoken to under ſome of the former. The tenth 
Commandment remains now only to be treated of, 
Ys. 
2 


. SERMON 
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GartaTians III. 24. 
Wherefore the Law was our Scboclmaſter to bring 


us unto Chriſt, that we might be juſtified by Faith. 


SHE tenth and laſt Commandment is our pre- 
x 1 ni « Thou ſhalt not cover thy 


«© neighbour's houſe, thou ſhalt not cover 
Nes «< thy neighbour's wife, nor his man-ſer- 
« yant, nor his maid-ſervant, nor his ox, nor his aſs, 
« nor any thing that is thy neighbour's.” For ſet- 
c 
to remark, 


Fit, That in the nine former Commandments 
there has been direction given for every inward and 
outward act of duty owing to Gop or man, and all 
te nul cond coma daes hs been prob 
C mandments of the firſt 
ws tt had Ae of mics ee 
which are called godlineſs, as love, fear, truſt, and 
every outward expreſſion of them to Gop's honour, 
are — And in the five firſt Commandments 
X 2 | of 
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of the ſecond table, all relative duties in our ſpecial 
calling, as well as a right temper and conduct to our 
neizhbour reſpecting his life, chaſtity, goods, and 
name, have been particularly required of us. So that 
it the tenth Commandment be, as no doubt it is, a 
law diſtinct from every one of the reft, as are the 
others; and has a meaning proper to itſelf, as to be 
ſure it muſt, then its delign cannot be to prohibit any 
particular fin whether againſt Gon or man. Eſpeci- 
ally as to the fin of covetouſneſs, to which the word 
covet ſeems ar firſt ſight to direct; it is to be obſerved 
that the fin of covetauſneſs, that is, difeontented 
carking carefulneſs, is already prohibited by the eighth 
Commandment, and therefore cannot be intended 
here; and coveting our neighbour's wife, which is 
here diſtinctiy expreſſed, cannot in any ſenſe fall under 
the notion of ſuch cevetguinels, _ mb. 
ſerve beſides, vs 


S:c:#dly, That the deſign of the * law "7 
evidently to make fin fully known, that deſign would 


not be anſwered by it, if there had not been a parti- 


cular Commandment in it which ſhould condemn thoſe 
ſinful defires of our nature, which are the principles 
of all ſinful acts whatever. For if all ſinful habits 
in the mind and all. ſinful actions without had been 
condemned, and yet the ſdurce of them all in the na- 
tural deſires of our depraved nature been paſſed by 
ſource of all, had remained undiſcovered and uncon- 
demned, and the deſign of the law to bring us to 
C4z1sT for deliverance from the guilt and power of 

all 
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all ſin, by diſcovering it to us, and ſhewing us the 
curſe threatned againſt us for it, had not been an- 
ſwered. Accordingly in the ſeventh chapter to the 
Romans, St Paul does moſt plainly interpret this tenth 
Commandment, as condemning the natural deſires of 
our hearts. This depraved deſire of his 
heart he ſpeaks directly of from the ſeventh verſe to 
the end of that chapter, ftiles it in by way of emi- 
nence, fin that divells in him, and the law of fin in bis 
members ; and by theſe deſcriptions makes it plain 
enough what he means by it. Yet this fin, this law 
of his members, he tells us, verſe the ſeventh, he had 
not known, that is, he had not known it to have been 
in him, or not known it to have been finful, and that 
there was guilt chargeable upon him for it, but for 
the tenth Commandment, which he fays made all this 
plain to him: I bad not knoten luſt, (or as it is in the 
margin, concupiſcence) except the law had ſaid, Then 
Halt not covet; the corrupt deſires, longings or luſt- 
ings of his heart, as different from ſinful habits of 
the mind or actions of the body, he had not known 
to be fin, unleſs the tenth Commandment had faid 
Thou ſhalt not ceuet. So we need go no farther for the 
meaning of the word covet, nor for the deſign of this 
Commandment ; which manifeſtly appears to be this, 
to reſtrain, by condemning them, all irregular deſires 
after any thing that is our neighbour's; that is, (after 
any thing forbidden in the ſecond table) before they 
And left it ſhould be wondred that no other de ſires 
are here mentioned than thoſe which refer ta the ſecond 
_ X 3 table, 
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table, the reaſon is, that all the ſinful deſires of our 
nature are only after the things prohibited in the ſe - 
cond table. The fin of our nature againſt the firſt ta- 
ble is to have 20 deſire after God ; and therefore there 
being in our nature no defire after Gop, that defire 
only that is in our nature can be condemned ; namely, 
deſire after earthly and ſenſual things, both which are 
_ expreſly mentioned in this Commandment, coveting 
our neighbour's houſe being an carthh defire, and co- 
veting his wife a /exjual one. 5 
But yet that all deſires after the things and enjoy - 
ments of this preſent time might not ſeem to be diſ- 
allowed and ſinful; the Commandment alſo gives us 
to underſtand how we ſhall make a diſtinction between 
thoſe deſires after preſent things, which ſpring from 
our corrupted nature, and are in themſelves ſinful, 
and ſuch as are innocent, and indeed in our preſent cir- 
cumſtances neceſſary. Thou ſhalt not defire any thing 
that is thy neigbbour g; for to deſire what is another's 
for thy convenience or gratification, iſſues directly 
from the carnality and worldlineſs of thy nature, and 
plainly proves an inclination for preſent things which 
js neither conſiſtent with love to Gop or man. It 
cannot be properly faid that ſuch a defire after preſent 
things is inordinate, as if the whole fault in it were 
that it is exceſſive: it is ſinful from the foundation, 
riſing from the corrupt principle within us, and be- 
tray ing the carnal earthly nature. It is one thing to 
defire the things of this world for neceſſity, if the foul 
of an angel were dwelling in your body or mine in- 
ſtead of that foul now dwelling in it, he could not 
do otherwiſe ; but it is quite another thing to defire 
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the things of this world for indulgence of pride or 
luſt ; this is ſenſual and earthly. I faid juſt now that 
a difference is to be made between theſe deſires, and 
fuch as are inordinate. To deſire carnally what is 
another man's, is ſinful in itſelf, as it ariſes from an 
earthly or ſenſual principle, to deſire upon neceſſity is 
lawful ; but it is not fo to deſire neceffary things inor- 
the meaſure of Gop's word and providence, and with 
impatience and anxiety, then though the defire in itſelf 
de not bad, yet the manner of deſiring has fin in it. Tae 
whole I have been ſaying may be made plain and il- 
luſtrated this way: The Commandment fays, T bon 
ſhalt not covet thy neighbour's houſe. Now ſuppoſe I 
have an houſe which is ſuited tomy convenience, but 
becauſe my neighbour's is more magnificent, I defire 
to have his, ſuch deſire ariſes plainly from pride and is 
altogether ſinful. But ſuppoſe I have no houſe at all, 
pag inner eee, no dhog- ag" x on 
may I not defire my neighbour's? Yes, fo it be or- 
dinately rr and 
endeavouring to procure it only in honeſt ways: other- 
wife my defire of his houſe, though lawful in itſelf, 


both's vineyard : Now grant it would have been con- 
venient for him, yet he deſired it inordinately, he 
muſt have it right or wrong, and fiace there was but 
one way to it, innocent Nabath ſhall rather be iniqui- 
touſly put to death as a traitor, and fo the vineyard 
—: TO ME EET 
out it. 


X 4 One 


are neceſſary to the ſtate of a king that are not ſo to 
others. This is true. But pride and indulgence are 
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One farther thing ſhould alſo be obſerved, that as 
it is difficult for us to deſire neceſſary things ordinate- 
ly, fo alſo that deſites in themſelves finful will be apt 
to mix with thoſe that ariſe from neceſſity. Aab, we 
will ſay, wanted Naboth's vineyard for a garden of 
herbs ; but had there not been ſome deſire of pomp 
ar pleaſure accompanying it, he could not be in fuch 
want of a garden of herbs, as to take Nabotb's refu- 
ſal fo much to heart as he did. 

Nay and many times the really ſinful deſire will 
be clothing itſelf under the guiſe of neceſſity, and 
pretend neceſſity where there is really none. Can we 
ſuppoſe king Ahab was in real want of a garden of 
herbs ? Is it not more probable that ſome ſcheme of 


indulgence or pomp made him conceit he wanted Na- 


hath's vineyard; and that for any matter of neceſſity 


in the thing he could as well have done without it? 


But you will ſay Ahab was a king, and many things 


juſt as much ſinful principles in the great as in others. 
And neceſſity in their ſtation is juſt no other than ne- 
DES So that their ſtation ſhall 
never juſtify deſires either ſinful in themſelves, or ſin- 


ful in the inordinacy of them. 


To collect now all that has been faid, we ſee there 
are two kinds of defires, one of real neceſſity, which 
from corrupt nature, and always finful. The fin of 
$-venth and eighth Commandments ; the buſineſs of 
tue ſeventh Commandment being to regulate our bodily 
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defires, as that of the eighth is to direct our deſires in 
reſpect of worldly poſſeſſions. So that the preciſe 
ſenſe of the tenth Commandment is now fixed down, 
according to the interpretation St Paul has given of 
it, to fuch covetings or deſires as are in themſelves 
ſinful, and therefore charge us with guilt, although 
they be not formed into determined purpoſes of ac- 
compliſhment, nor brought into outward act. 

Should I attempt to enumerate all thoſe various 
luſtings and deſires, that paſs through our hearts 
without being permitted to make a ſettlement there, 
and yet are forbidden by this Commandment, the un- 
dertaking would be endleſs. Yet it will be needful 
to give ſome ſort of account of them. And the 
Commandment itſelf muſt be the rule for me to go 
by. It fays, Thou ſhalt not covet any thing that is 
thy neighbaur*'s. Now to follow the order of the fore- 
going Commandments of the ſecond table, to which 
it was ſhewn above this concupiſence could have only 
reſpect immediately; I fay my neighbour's dignity is 
his, his ſoul and body are his, his wife is his, his goods 
are his, his good name is his; and the covetings or 
luſtings of our hearts after any of theſe things which 
are his, are here forbidden. A ſhort word upon each 
of theſe will be ſufficient z and the whole together 
will, I think, take in the whole ſcope of the law of 
fin which is in our members, in all its fudden ſecret 


Firſt, Thou ſhalt not covet, or have any ſinful de- 
fires in thy heart after thy neighbour's dignity. And 
| here all thoſe ſudden riſings of heart againſt the au- 
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thority of Gon in the perfons of thoſe he has ſet over 
us, come in and are condemned. We have been from 
our youth up, and ſtill are in one degree or other in 
2282 and if all ſtubborn, impatient. 
ſelf· willed, angry ſuggeſtions of the heart, againſt 
our governors, are ſo many covetings of his dignity, 
and therefore fins againſt this tenth Commandment; 
and that they are really covetings of his dignity who 
does not fee, when they are but faying in our hearts, 
Ah that I were but in his place? I fay, if all theſe 
ſtubborn riſings of corrupt nature againſt our ſuperi- 


ors be treſpaſſes againſt the tenth Commandment, and 


2 more „ more — hon we; 
who can count the number of his ſins in this one point 


— 


Secondly, Thau ſhalt not luſt after thy neighbour's 


| life, thou muſt not have a motion to his hurt in ſoul or 


body within thy heart. All envious, revengeful, un- 
merciful ſuggeſtions aganſt him are contrary to cha- 
rity, and riſe out of a depraved nature. Nay you 
fay, But ſuppoſe J have not yielded to them? That 
alters not the caſe. Gop is in this Commandment con- 
guilt becauſe of all and every of thoſe luſtings that 


have at any time been in your heart againſt your bro- 


ther's ſpiritual or temporal welfare. When anger roſc 
in your breaft becauſe of ſome injury you thought to 
have bern done you; or diſpleaſure becauſe of his 
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eminence beyond you in wealth, or grace, or abilities; 
or jealouſy, becauſe he ſeemed coming too near you ; 
or ſecret ſatisfaQtion, when you heard the news of his 
miſcarriage in duty, misfortune in buſineſs, his ſick- 
neſs or death, as one ſtanding in your way: when any 


of theſe accurſed luſtings wrought in your heart, there 


was ſin. And if you are nat a perfect ſtranger to your 
own heart, and ſo of courſe not well acquainted with 
the glorious and neceſſary ſalvation of Jesvs Curr, 
you are very ſure that ſuch horrid inſtances of cor- 
ruption have been in you, while you 1 at the 
very remembrance of them. 


Thirdly, Thou ſhalt not covet thy neighbour's wiſe. 
But it is difficule to ſpeak ef this wh tur a 


caution, and in ſuch manner as to be no kind of temp- 
tation to a chaſte mind. I therefore do but mention 
that point; and paſs on to obſerve, that all manner of 
mandment, all motions towards it fall under the cen- 
ſure of the tenth. Gop will be the portion and joy 
of his people; but our depraved hearts have found 
who has not found the heart riſing up to meet indul- 
gence with joy? Why did our Apoſtle take fo much 
pains to hold his bodily appetites in fubjection, but 
that he found the cravings of them fo importunarte ? 
It is the body that is the great ſnare to the foul ; and 
who can ſay how many thouſand times his foul has given 


71 
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refreſhments of nature, our meat drink and ſleep, af- 
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ford it ſuch conſtant opportunities ? 


But fourtbly, Thou ſhalt not covet thy neighbour's 
goods. What I now ſpeak of is not the fin of co- 
vetouſneſs ; that is, anxious deſiring from a diſcon- 


tentedneſs with what I have already, nor that deter- 


mining and deviſing of theft before it is committed ; 
but that which is at the bottom of both, the finful 


ſtirrings of corrupt nature after the intereſts of the 


world, in which our fooliſh hearts do naturally truſt. 
is, every ſecret wiſh thou haſt found in thy heart that 
any part of another's ſubſtance, his houſe, eſtate 
wealth, were thine, that thou mighteſt be more ſafe 
and ſecure in the world; that is to fay, more out of 
the reach of Gop's providence and of all dependence 
upon him, was a fin. Search therefore the records of 
your conſcience. You have not wiſhed to have your 


neighbour's goods by fraud or force I allow: but 


have you never wiſhed any of them yours from the 
inſtigation of a world-truſting heart? We have as to 
fo much of fuch an one's fortune, but have in our 
hearts more ſeriouſly wiſhed it than we imagine. 
What are all thoſe fearful careful thoughts about 
worldly wealth, but fo many luſtings, not of mode- 
rate defire after what is neceſſary, but of a ſinful de- 
fire to be as great a man as my neighbour ? And that 
amounts to the ſame thing as wiſhing he and I might 
change places. And is then every anxious worldly | 

deſire 
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deſire a ſinful coveting your neighbour's goods ? I 
pray you then, fee what a neſt of them your heart 
has been. Has it not been ſo? What, no anxious 
deſires or fears, which like gueſts of a day have tar- 
ried with you awhile: at leaft, though they could not 
fix upon you habits of covetouſneſs, nor prevail with 
you to deſign any ſchemes of diſhoneſty ? Surely, 
whoſoever you are, your worldly heart has brought 
— eden 23 — 


Nile. Tho alt not buſt after thy neighbour's 
2 The meaning of this is, thou mayſt 
never have in thy heart one ſuggeſtion, of envy be- 
cauſe thy neighbour is better than thou, of hatred 
becauſe he will follow his confrience ſooner than thy 
* not in the leaſt degree in hearing 


any rings of envy againſt any who ſeemed. bet- 
a on i rene dn — 
diſlike againſt others becauſe their conduct reproved 
ours and made us unenſy, no workings of diſplraſure 
becauſe our brother would do what ſeemed to him 
they have been evil ſpoken; of? Truly I would not 
venture to charge any living man with the leaſt of 
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theſe things, were it not that I know they are natural 
to us all, and among the moſt fearful proofs of our 
fallen ſtate. 

What has been ſaid may ſuffice to ſhew the defign 
of this laft Commandment, and therein the {ad finful- 
neſs of our nature. 

| That we have all experienced the ſecret workings of 
the corrupt principle in us in the manner deſcribed, I 
take for granted; for, 4s in water face anſwereth to 
face, ſo the beart of man io man (a). But whether 
we have reckoned theſe njotions and defires that we 
have found in our hearts to be ſinful, is a queſtion. 
St Paul was a great and learned man; yet till this 
Commandment was laid open to him in its deep mean- 
ing, he tells us himſelf he either did not know con- 
cupiſcence, or did not know the ſinfulneſs of it, and 
the guilt it brought him under. It will be our buſi- 
neſs therefore to be very cloſe with our hearts, and to 
ſearch out this root of bitterneſs, which if it had not 
been in us, there had been no need of an expreſs 
Commandment againſt it. And we ſhall be acting a 
very fooliſh part if when we hear Gon condemning it, 
we ourſelves make little account of it : Rather we 
ſhould be thankful that it has pleaſed Gop to make 
the ſinfulneſs of it known to us by levelling the curſe 
againſt it; and fo, humbling ourſelves on the fight of 
our apoſtaſy, betake ouriclves to him who was made 
fin for us, that we might be. made the righteouſneſs 
„ „ eee e 
whom, &c. 
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of the whole Law, contained in the ten 


4 8 pet once more I take 
up the ſame ſubject, in order to lay out 
before you more fully than I have yet done the uſe of 
Now the very giving out of the Law ſhews the uſe 
we muſt make of it. The giving out of the Law 


plainly implies theſe ſeveral things. | 


Ful. That ſin is in the world. 6 womb 
law is perfectly needleſs to reaſonable creatures in a 


ſtate of perfection, ſeeing they have the whole know- 
ledge and practice A all duty in their very nature. 
To what purpoſe ſhould Gon fay to the holy angels, 
« Ye ſhall love the Lord with all your mind and 
<« ſtrength, and one another as yourſelves,” when al- 


6 * 


| love of fin in mens hearts, and the prevalency of 
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there is not the leaſt inclination in them to do any 
thing elſe ? Accordingly, when our firſt parents were 


in their ſtate of innocency, there was no moral Law 


charged upon them, though they were Gop's fub- 
jetta; for they had both the knowledge and practice 
thereof in themſelves: was no more need to 
bid Adam love Gop, 28 bid you or me 
love ourſeives. | 


Secondly, The giving out of the Law not only ſup- 
poſes that fin is in the world, But alſo that fin is not 


known to be fim This is (univerſally true. Sm 18 


not ken, tl ſeme law ſhews. it, feeing fin is the 


of a law. The depraved nature of man 
is ever ready to call evil good, to paſs by that as no- 
thing which is. moſt provoking and diſhonourable to 
Go, and eſpecially to hide its own malignant wick- 
edneſs under the ſmoothing titles of human frailty 
and imperfeftion. To this day no man knows fin to 
be fin till the Law ſhews it him: and if after many 
ages Gov faw fit to collect into two tables the ſum 
of man's duty, and to give it cut in a moſt awful man- 


ner, it was but doing that in a more expreſs way, 


with a ſpecial view tb the approaching appearatice of 
Car1sT in the world, which he had before found ne- 
ceſſary to do by direct revelations, and the mainte- 
nance of his Law upon mens conſciences by tradi- 
tion. 244 


b The een of the Lacs i atfo 
on The 


conſequences of ſin in judgment and eternity! And 
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its practice in the world, make it look like a harm- 
leſs thing, which may be meddled with without dan- 
ger. With the ten Commandments in out hands, and 
the curſe againſt tranſgreſſion of the leaſt of them in 
our ears, how eaſy do we fit down about the fearful 


how little then ſhould we have thought of theſe con- 
ſequences, had fin been left in the quiet poſſeſſion of 
us, and we never been told by divine authority that 
the wages of it is death! 


And Fourthly, By the giving out of the Law is 


_ evidently implied the purpoſe of mercy through Jz- 


sus CuriST. Had there been no deſign of mercy, 


a Law, which in that caſe we could not in any fort 
keep, when alſo our miſery as ſinners was determined 
before. But when the divine Majeſty has a ſcheme 
of metty in hand, which cannot effectually take place, 
unleſs our fins be known and the conſequences of 
them apprehended, to give dut the Law by which 
both fin and its conſequence death are plainly ſet forth 
to view, is to declare in the very doing it the deſign 
of mercy, becauſe it is taking the only method that 
could be taken cf bringing us to it. 


Yet Fifthly, As the deſign of mercy is implied in 
giving out the Law, fo alſo this farther deſign, that 
they who are brought to partake of this mercy thro” 


the diſcovery of their fin and danger by the Law, 


might find in the very ſame Law a perfect rule after 
which to ſquare their hearts and lives. Indeed the 
Yor. II. -M main 
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main end of all is conformity to the Law, to which 
both the knowledge of fin and its danger by the Law, 
and the purpoſe of mercy in CH Hr, are ſubſervient; 
the Law ſending us to CRISr for mercy, that being 
encouraged and enabled by him we may walk in con- 
formity to Gop's Commandments, 3 
and holy hereafter. 

From theſe obſer vations the uſe we are to make of 
the Commandments appears to be this. 


Fir, That we learn our guilt and miſery by them. 


_ Secondly, That the ſenſe of our guilt and miſery 
by them do bring us unto CaurisT. 


And Third, That being brought unto CHRIST, 
we do diligently walk m them. 


Fir, Ses 

mmandments, you muſt learn your guilt and mi- 
Py 4 What I mean by your milery is plainly 
this, that if you have diſobeyed Gop by breaking, 
any of Gop's Commandments, n 8, cart tping, 
againſt you for it, For the curſe threatned 
Adam, In the day that thou eateſt thereof theu ſhalt 
furely die (a), lies againſt you as well as him, not only 
for his tranſgreſſion but every perſonal one of your 
own, Theu ſhalt ſurely die, a temporal death ſpeedily, 
and if not prevented by mercy, an eternal death in the 
world to come. You do not doubt of Adam's miſe- 
ry after his tranſgreſſion, unleſs relieved by God's 


{a) Gen: i, 17. 
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pardonjng mercy ; and you have no reaſon to doubt 
of your own without the fame mercy. You ſee Adam, 
criminal, trembling before his Judge, and expefting 
nothing elſe but the execution of his ſentence, without 
the leaſt hope or remedy in himſcif. If Goo 
had reſolved to ſtrike him dead that moment, and 
put in force againſt him all the farther terrors implied 
in that word, Thou ſhalt ſurely die, he had nothing to 
gainſay to it, he could not prevent it And it you 
have ſinned after the imilitude of Adam's tranſgreſſion, 
put forth your hand and done that which Gov charged 
you you ſhould not do, why is not your caſe as reme- 
dileſs as his? Has not Gop pronounced the ſentence 
of death for it againſt you as well as tim? And what 
can you do, more than he could, to prevent it ? More 
than he could, can you prevent preſent death? Adant 
is dead, and fo ſhall you alſo ſoon be. And what 
death eternal? If therefore you have finned, the ſen- 
tence of death is gone out againſt you already, which 
you have no power to reverſe in the whole extent of 
it; no more power to prevent eternal than preſent 
death. And that you may know you have tranf- 
grefſed, Gov has given out his Law. Your buſineſs 
is to prove and try yourſelf by it. To help you in 
doing which, the whole of it has been explained ; 
and you have continually found yourſelf guilty Com- 
mandment after Commandment. But to aſſiſt you 
in fixing on your heart the whole extent of your guilt, 
it may not be amiſs to lay all the charge of the Law 
oy words, and in lach manner a3 to 


Y 2 help 
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help your inquiries after your fins. Take therefore a 
ſummary of the ten Commandments; but in an or- 
der different from that in which they ſtand, for the 
better aſcertaining the whole extent of your fins, and 
the connection which n 

Let us begin with the fourth Commandment 
108 ant bees wanting is the piliic hides you wn 
required to pay to Gop by a religious obſervance of 
the Sabbath day? If you have, 

Let us pals to the third Commandment. Have 
you not alſo been wanting in paying honour to Gop 
in the whole of your conduct, by acting in every 
thing as became your dependence upon him, and his 
government over you? If here alſo you are guilty, 

Let us pals to the ſecond Commandment, and aſk, 
if you have put no ſlight upon his honour in reſpect 
of the worſhip due to him, either by neglecting it, or 
behaving irreverently in it? Now you cannot but be 
ſenſible, that it was your duty publicly to honour 
Gop ; and that you could do fo no other way than 
by worſhiping him, acting always in ſuch a manner 
as became your dependence upon him, and ſolemnly 
obſerving that day which he has purpoſely ſeparated 
for the maintenance and manifeſtation of his honour 
and name in the world. But here you have been 
wanting. Why? e 
diſpoſition of heart towards Goo. 

This leads to the firſt Commandment z you had 


not that belief of Gop's being and glorious perfecti · 


ons, that reverence of him, that love towards him, 
that truſt in him, which this firſt Commandment re- 
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fion of your heart, would have unavoidably and un- 
interruptedly cauſed you to worſhip him to his ho- 
nour, to act for his glory, and to bear your teſtimony 
to his name by the moſt religious obſervance of his 
day. But what excluded from your heart theſe diſ- 
poſitions towards Gop ? It was fin, concupiſcence or 
luſt, dwelling in you; which, with all its motions or 
deſires, is condemned by the tenth Commandment. 
And here the fins of commiſſion have their founda- 
tion, and the reaſon is ſhewn why you have been with- 
out the love of Gon and man in your heart, and acted 
fo much to the diſhonour of the one, and the hindrance 
of the other, as you have done. The root of all lics 
in your ſinful nature, for which, as well as for all and 
every of its deſires and motions, you are charged 
and motions of your finful nature, and more or leſs 
they have formed the habits of your foul, and influ- 
enced the actions of your life. Inſomuch that becauſe 
your nature is /enſua!, you have conſented to the ſen- 
ſual deſires of it, and put them into practice; for 
which you are condemned by the feventh Command- 
and chaſtity : becauſe your nature is earthly, you have 
of it, contrary to the eighth Commandment : and 
finally, becauſe your nature is deviliſb, you have con- 
ſented to and followed the /e/f-<ci!/e4 motions of it, in 
- oppoſition to the fifth Commandment ; its envious, r-- 

vengeful and cruel motions, in contradiction to the 
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ſoriouſneſs, contrary to the ninth 
Commandment: and all this in full and evident breach 
of the duty you owe to Gop and your neighbour..—. 
Now ſuch an inquiry will not leave any of us free from 
guilt ; nor ſhall we be able to alledge that in any of 
theſe things we have not finned. And it has appeared 
that we paſs over one deſign of giving out the Law, 
if we are not brought to find our fins by it. The 
Law comes out becauſe we are finners, and to ſhew 
us that we are fo, as well as to alarm us with our mi- 
ſery becauſe of fin. And this work it muſt do, as 
we mean to feek for mercy and to obtain it. The 
whole need not the piyſician; and none are fo danger- 
ouſly fick, as they that are fo and do not know it. 
Wherefore let us lay Gop's Law to our conduct, that 
we may certainly ſee what it has been; and then let 
us lay the curſe of the Law to the tranigreſſion of it. 
And. thus, by the grace of Gop, we ſhall lay the 
good foundation of making a right uſe of Gop's 
merciful defigr 6 
* | 


Secondly, The ſenſe of our guilt and miſery through 
the Law muſt bring us unto CRS for mercy. It 
was ſhewn above, that the ſentence againſt fin is al- 
ready gone forth, In tbe day that thou eateft thereof 
 thau ſhalt ſurely die; and it was obſerved that a part 
| of this ſentence is already executed and daily 
in preſent death. The point is, can we do any thing 
to prevent the remaining and more fearful part of it, 
death eternal? If we can, God will be found a liar, 
the Wot pl, Thy dy chr ey nn 
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thou ſhalt furely die; and that the wage of ſin is 
Heath (b), not only preſent, but moſt evidently ever- 
laſting, becauſe that everlaſting life which it immedi- 
zrely follows in that paſſage is the gift of Gop, is fet 
in oppoſition to this dearh. We can do nothing that 
will prevent eternal death : if you think you can, you 
will by that very means effectually bring it upon you, 
The truth is, that the buſineſs of the judgment-day | 
will be only to put in execution the ſentence of eternal 
death on all of us who have. not fled for refuge to 
Cart, and to give poſſeſſion of eternal life to all 
of us that have: then the truth of that word ſhall 
appear, He that belicvrth on the don, bath ver laſting 
life : and be that belicvetb not the Sen, ſhall not ſee life; 
but the wrath of God abideth on him (c). If there had 
been ſuch a thing as juſtification by our own righte- 
ouſneſs, there had been no ſuch thing as a Law given 
out, for there had been no need of it; we fhould 
have been a Law unto, and have had the perfection 
of the Law in ourſelves: and therefore no one can 
| have made a right uſe of the Law, who has not learnt 
by it the need of a Saviour, and to apply for mercy 
through that Redeemer who hath come into the world. 
Such an one has nor learnt the firft uſe of the Law, 
which is to give the knowledge of fin ; and muſt be 
ſent back again to the precept and the curſe of the 
Law to be taught, what he has not yet learnt to pur- 
poſe, his guilt and miſery. Crir1srT is come into the 
world to fave ſinners, and we have Gop's word for it 
a thouſand times over, that he is able io ſave to the ut- 
cermoſt all who come unto Ged by bim: but then the 

'T 4 Law 

(5) Rom, vi. 23. (e] John iti. 36. 
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Law canie before C1z15T to prepare the way for him 
by making known the want of him, and thereby to 
bring mens hearts into a ſtate to receive him. We 
never come to CuRISsT till the Law is firſt come ta 
us; and the Law is never effectually come to us till 
by it we are brought to Cn ist ; that is, till we are 
convinced by it of our guilt and miſery, and are look · 
ing after mercy in his righteouſneſs. Wherefore this 
is the ſecond ſtep in the uſe of the Law, that we be» 
take ourſelves to mercy in Cun isr, the promiſe of 
whom is plainly implied in the explicit giving out of 
the Law. Hitherto the text evidently reaches, The 
Law was our Schgolmaſter to bring us unto Chriſt, that 
we might be juſtified by Fab. But then, 


Thirdly, When wn com come: 29 Concer far tu, 
verance from the curſe of the Law, have we no more 
to do with the Law? Tes verily we have, we muſt 
walk in it all the days of our life. And that we ſhall 
not, we cannot fail to do, if we be really come tao 
Cunisr, if our faith in him be true. For if it be 
true faith it will work by love; love will be the cer- 
tain infallible fruit of it, love towards Gap and our 
neighbour, And to walk in the love of Gon and of 
our neighbour, is indeed to walk in Gans Command · 
ments, for this is the ſubſtance of what all and each 
of them require of ys; and if our hearts be in the 
real practice of this love, we ſhall fincerely conform 
to what Gon enjoins, forbear what he denies us, and 
valiantly oppoſe the defires and motions of our ſinful 
nature within us. Gop did not give out the Law with 
2 purpoſe that we ſhould lay afide the obſervance of 


it; 
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it; juſt to ſhew us our miſery, that we might cry for 
. mercy, and then make no more uſe of it: but he 
gave us the Law to ſhew us our guilt becauſe we did 
not love Gon and one another; and he gave us the 
promiſe to encourage us to walk in the love of him- 
ſelf and our neighbour. The defign of all was to 
bring us to love, as the Apoſtle plainly witneſſes, 
The end of the Commandment is charity(a).; the end of 
giving out the Law, in which giving it out the pro- 
miſe is contained, is to bring us to the love of Gop 
and of each other. Without the Law we had not 
known that we were fallen from charity, and the 
guilt of that ſtate had not been apprehended ; without 
the pramiſe we had had neither encouragement or 
power to love. But now the Law and Goſpel go 
band in hand to the ſame end, the former ſhewing us 
what love is, and the latter influencing us to walk in 
it. So charity is the iſſue of all. Hence it is that 
the truly humble believer takes ſo much delight in the 
Law, and fo heartily defires and endeavours to con- 
form to it. Hence he cries unto Go daily from the 
bottom of his ſoul, Create, O my Gov, a new 
+ ſpirit within me. I long to love thee with all my 
5+ heart, to find the deepeſt reverence of thy eternal 
«« Majeſty always there, and to make thee all my 
e truſt. Father of mercies, grant me power to glo- 
« rify thy name, to attend upon thy appointments 
« with holy worſhip, to maintain only thy glory in 
« all my conduct, to profeſs myſelf thy ſervant in 
the moſt religious obſervance of thine own day. 
—— at: -4 

nature, 


(4) 1 Tim. & 5, 
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<«« nature, that I may perfectly love thee and worthily 
« magnify thy holy name. Or if it may not yet be 
« deſtroyed, bring it daily nearer to death, that I 
« may feel leſs and lefs its accurſed motions, and 
« may never more conſent to them. Let love take 
its place, the love of thee and of my brother, that 
r 
« viliſh luſt, but being pure in heart, heavenly- 
« minded, and full of charity, I may honour all 
« men, forgive and do good to all men, and ſpeak 
« as well as act to the edification of my brother.” 
To ſuch a prayer as this the heart of the man who is 
come to Currsr does unfeignedly fay Amen. He 
is no believer whoſe heart does not. Yet what is all 
this, but a deſire and diſpoſition wrought in the heart 
by the holy Ghoſt to walk in God's Commandments ? 
fer | have ealy put indo the farm of 2 prayer the ca- 
ties that are contained in them. 
You fee now the ule that is to be made of the 
Law, how it muſt ſhew us our fin and miſery, drive 
us to Cyr1sT, and be our rule of walking with Gon 
as obedient children. If the two former of theſe be 
done, the third will unavoidably follow. But the 
main difficulty lies in the firſt, the conviction of our 
real guilt and miſery by the: Law. To this point, 
according to the tenor of the text, the foregoing dif- 
courſes have been directed. That they have had at 
leaſt this bleſſing I will truſt, to have ſhewn us all 
more of our fins. How far they may have been in- 
ſtrumental to convince any of us of our miſery be- 
cauſe of fin, and to ſtir up in us a hearty concern 
about falvation, is another queſtion. And it will 
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behove you all to conſider how you will anſwer it on 
the laſt day. That day is haſtning upon us; a joyful 
or a terrible day, according as we ſhall then be found. 
Who can fay how terrible, my dear brethren, to any 
ſoul of you, who will not now hear the ſentence of 
ian nee pdront ck 

condemnation ! But O how joyful to that happy 
fend. ako doit ace deced ths Gatmce of Gd tk 
fled to Ixsus for refuge, and is walking in his ſteps, 
and therefore ſhall only meet his triumphant Lord in the 
laſt day to receive the final ſentence of abſolution, and 
to hear thoſe raviſhing words from his mouth, Come, 
ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for yeu from the foundation of the world (e). O firs, 
can ſuch words as theſe reach our ears without piercing 
our hearts? May the Lord give us all grace to hum- 
ble ourſelves, that he may exalt us in that day i 
the merits of our great Redeemer Jasus Cn. 

(ec) Matt. zxv. 34. 
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And be ſaid unto them, Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the goſpel to every creature. He that be- 
keveth and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved ; but be that 
believeth not, ſhall be damned. 


FT ER preaching the Law for the diſ- 
A 


* 


* 
* 


K covery of fin, and the fearful ruin fin has 
* 2 
* K**K'# 70% wich the offer of the Goſpel, that ye 

may know your caſe is not deſperate, 
that ye may hear the glad tidings of ſalvation, that 
ye may lay hold on eternal life. It is not the ultimate 
deſign even of the Law to wound, but by opening 
the deadly diſcaſe of fin, by making the ſmart of it 
felt, that it may be a means of directing to the Goſpel 
for a cure. So both Law and Goſpel ſpeak the ſame 
glory to the finner. Has the Law done its part? Has 
the Law ſhewn you, my dear Brethren, that ye are 
finners? Has it ſhewn you the plague of your nature, 


_ godly and impious, ye came into the world, have lived 
therein 
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therein more or leſs, and your wretched hearts till 
are? And are you looking about where to fly; where 
to caſt your guilt ; where to get peace with God, peace 
of conſcience, deliverance from the fear of death and 
judgment, and the fire that ſhall never be quenched ? 
where to find help againſt ſin, and power to maſter its 
influence, and to become again like unto Gop in the 
temper of your fouls and the conduct of your lives? 
Are ye intent upon this ſearch after ſalvation, as having 
ſeen that your all, your eternal all depends upon it ? 
that if your guilt be not remitted, your ſemence be 
your ſpirit be not ſanctiſied, you are undone, utterly, 
eternally undone, and have not the leaſt glimpſe of 
hope in that other world into which time is fwiftly 
by any but Gop, infinitely more than the blades of 
graſs that cover the fields of the earth, the drops that 
compoſe the vaſt ocean, the ſands that he on the ſhores 
of it? Are you looking with awful concern upon this 
Gop is, and that it is but a hand's-breadth before 
death will be upon you, do you find this momentous 
thought preſſing upon your heart, What ſhall Ido? 
I, whither ſhall I go? Ah, that the Lon D would 
% have mercy upon me, would turn away his eyes 
« from beholding my ſins; that the eternal Gop 
te would look on me as a child; that he would rid 
« me of all my fears and all my fins; that I might 
* behold his face in glory, and live in his favour in 
e that heavenly kingdom that is to come! Surely my 
r ſoul ſhould bleſs him, his mercy ſhould be all my 
« {orgy and | would be as loud and earneſt as any of 
| * mr 
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* the bleſſed inhabitants of that everlaſting city in 
„ ſhewing forth his praiſe.” And is this indeed your 
wiſh ? Would you eſteem yourſelf happy could you 
look on Gop as your friend, death without fear, 
judgment as the day of your hope, the joys above as 
your inheritance ? Why all theſe things are to be had 
in Cux sr, they are all laid up in him, Pardon, Peace, 
Adoption, Reſurrection, Life, Glory, are all laid up in 
CarisT; and what is more comfortable, more en- 
couraging, you may have them all as freely as you 
will aſk for them. Nay they are all offered you; nay 
you are preſſed to receive them; nay you are com- 
manded to do it; yea your refuſal of God's free gift 
wilt be taken fo ill that you ſhall be damned for not 
accepting It. | 


I am not now to tell you who Carr is, or what 
he has done; ho for us men and for our falvation' 
« he came down from heaven, and by his obedience 
curſe of it. At the time when CH AIST ſpoke the 
words of the text, he was riſen from the dead, and it 
was manifeſt thereby to the very eyes of his Apoſtles, 
that the great work of redemption which he had under- 
taken was actually completed. It :emained only to 
make it knawn. His perſonal preſence was required 
in heaven; and therefore he commiſſions them to 
publiſh, declare and offer this redemption to ſinful men. 
Go ye imo all the world, &c. I will juſt open the words 
in the order wherein they lic, and then apply them. 


Hear then C#n1s7's commiſſion to his diſciples. 
And if his commiſſion, then he ſpeaks by them, Go; 


It 


_— 


— | 


it is I ſend you. Deliver this meſſage in my name. 
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Should any aſk you-by what authority you declare. 
theſe words of mine by which I impower and. cm- 
mand you to go; you and all after you that I ſhall 
ſend forth to preach the Goſpel. Go into all abe world, 
not to the Jews only but to-the Gentiles, to people of 
every name and language under heaven. Your com- 
miſſion is unlimited, I will have none excepted. Go 
into all the world, and preach tbe Goſpel to every.crea- 


ture ;, you ſhall carry the offer of ſalvation with you, 


and make a tender of it to every ſoul. I will have every 
creature told he may be ſaved if be will. I will have 
every creature invited to accept eternal life in me. 
You are to pals by no one, neither circumciſed nor 
uncircumciſed, Scythian nor Barbarian, bond nor free. 


Let them know that all and every one of them is wel- 


come. I will have my Goſpel preached in all the world, 
and offered to every creature wherever you go. Offer 
it to the ſick as well as the while, tothe had as well as 
the good. I will have no one on any pretence paſſed 
by; for all are welcome: and I will have all told fo 
in my name, and convinced that they are fo by this 
commiſſion which I give you to ſhew them. And to 


you | declare farther, what I require you alſo to declare 


whereſoever you go preaching the Goſpel ; | he that be- 
lievetb, and i; ; baptized, foal} be | ſaved. Whatever 
ſinner, heanily accepts this my ſalvation, preached by 
you and. others unto the end uf the world, ſo as to be- 
come my diſciple indeed, receiving the Goſpel in the 
whole fulneſs of it, as a falvation from the guilt and 


power of fn; and fe believing is baptized in token of 
dis faich in me and dependence upon me, not only 
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putting away the filth of the fleſh but having the 
anſwer of a good conſcience towards God ; I tell you, 
and will have you declare publicly, that thit mari, 
whatever he has been befote, ſhall be ſaved. But be 
that believeth not ſhall be danined. That 1 will have 
clare in all places as an encouragement to the broken- 
nothing elſe but unbelief ſhall damn men; and to 
alarm thoſe who lie dead in treſpaſſes and fins, and 


world, and ſay to every creature, He that believeth and 
+ >» wanted but be that ber veti rot 
Hall be damned. 


You fie bor the force of dis was, Aena 
9 
pel to you. I am guilty therefore of no 
and go not a jot beyond my orders; when I tell you, 
that I am ſent to you by Cui Jesvs the Lord of 
all, the Judge of quick and dead, to offer unto you the 
forgiveneſs of all your fins; perfect peace and recon- 
ciliation with the almighty Gov, and all the bleſſings 
of the kingdom of heaven in him. And in the name 
of Jesus, and by the commiſſion which you ſee he 
has given me, I do this day offer this whole glorious 
falvation to all of you, and to every fingle foul of you 
here preſent. By the ſame authority, I declate to you 
all this day, that if ye accept the offer and deal fin- 
cerely with Gon in it, all and whoever among you 
does fo ſhall be faved. And farther in the name of 


. 0 ragbe pres 
Vo. II. accept 
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accept it, upon pain of the eternal diſpleaſure of al- 
mighty Gop and of your own endleſs \damnation. 
And remember that no excuſe will be allowed, you 
may not keep back becauſe you are guilty, nor refuſe 
upon your hands; for I am bid to tell you in the plaineft 
words, that if you believe not, —ů — 
you beliconh.nor, ſhall be damned. ' 


Thus I deliver my meſſage. F 
perſuade vou that you will accept the offer. And 
In. 


Firſt, The certainty foo ruin out of cu, | 
and of your falvation in him. | 


Secondly, The greatneſs. of your ruin if you flight 
his offer, and of your falvation if you cloſe with ir. 


Fiſt, Tbefeech you to accept the offer this day made 
you, by the confideration of the certainty of your ruin 
out any? Canisr, and of your falvation in him. Nei- 
ther of theſe ſtands upon probabilitics or peradventures, 
the one and other as certain as the 
truth of Gon. For what doth the word of Gov fay 
on the one part and the other ? tt ſays,” On the day that 
thou eateſt thereof, #bou Halt ſurely die (a). It ſays, 
Trough band f Join; in band, yet fin ſhall not be unpuniſþ- 
ed (b). Tr declares, 7 be wages of in is death (c). And 
inſiſts, There i hone uber nome indir beavti, given 

among men, whereby we muſt be ſaved, but only the name 
of the Lord Jeſus Crit (4). On the other part, it 


Gen. ii. 1 Nom. vi. 23 
* 27 " 2 aK. 
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ſpeaks with a like fulneſs ; M boſoever believeih on Lim 
ſhall nat periſh but have everlaſting life (e). He that 
bath the Son of God bath life (F). There is no condem- 
nation to them that are in Chriſt Jeſus; co walk not 
after the fleſh, but after the Spirit (g). There is ns 
queſtion about the matter on either fide : ſo that it is 
alike certain, you are ruined without Chi isr, and 
may be ſaved in him. Now therefore conſider : The 
facts againſt you are inconteſtable, you have ſinned; 
it is as certain you were born in fin, as that you were 
born at all; as ſure that you have lived in fin more or 
lefs, as that you have lived at all. Then there is no 
denying Gov's declarations againft fin; and you are 
not ſtronger than he to fruſtrate them and reduce 
them to nothing. You are a dying man, and you 
cannot help it; you muſt appear before the judgment- 
ſeat, and cannot avoid it. But you will periſh for ever, 
unleſs you have an intereſt in CHa isr, as ſurely fo as 
you live, as furely as you muſt die, as certainly as you 
| ſhall be called out another day before the Judge of 
the quick and the dead. And is it true alſo that you 
may be ſaved and live for ever if you will ? Has the 
Son of Gop died for the ungodly ; has he commandec 
that the offer of his ſalvation be made to you; is that 
ſalvation firmer than the heavens, and will it laſt longer 
than they; united to Cart will you fee the earth 
wrapped up like a ſcroll, yourſelf the happy witneſs 
neſs, and your habitation for ever? Are theſe things 
Indeed fo? And will you heſitate à moment whether 


2 2 you 
% Ihn iii. 16. | (z) Rem. viii. :. 
(F) ohn v. 12. 1 
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may aſſuredly have it? Alas, Sirs, if you do not come 
and lay hold on eternal hte in Ca8n1sT Jesus, the real 
cauſe is that you do not believe any of theſe things; 
which you have heard Gov has forbidden you ; you 
know alſo you ſhall die, as do others: but you do not 
believe that fin has intailed Gon's curſe upon you, that 
ment-ſeat of Crus 1sT, that being ſuch as you are, you 
ſhall certainly be damned, that there is no hope for you 
but in Cuk is r, and that in him you ſhall enjoy a life 
everlaſting. You really believe nothing of all theſe 
matters, and that makes you neglect this great falva- 
tion, and hear the offer of it ſocoldlyas you do. Bur 
though you believe nothing; yet you cannot help ſee- 
ing and feeling that you are in a world of miſery, 
where [in proverbial language) briers and thorns vex 
and tear you every day till you ſhall be laid in the duſt. 
And how think you this comes to paſs ? Is there no- 
thing amiſs judge you when Gop fo afflits his crea- 
tures? Can you imagine it is for any thing elſe bur 
their fins? And if you do not repent, may you not 
reaſonably conclude that all other Gon declared 
judgments againſt fin, as well as thoſe you ſee, feel and 
fear, will ſurely be executed? My dear brother, 1 
Search ſeriouſly into the truth of your caſe now, and 
accept offered mercy, while yet the day of falvation is 
not ended. Try yourſelf by the Law for conviction ; 
and then try Cars tor ſalvation ; and you will do a 
work which you ſhall never repent of hereafter, and 
I venture 
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J venture to appeal to „ whether you are now 
ſatisfied this work is already done. 


But Secondly, To the certainty of your ruin or ſal- 
vation being without Car1sr or in him, add the 
greatneſs of that ruin and of that falvation. . The 
text ſets out this in two important words, you ſhall be 
ſaved, you ſhall be damned. Damned! The very found 
is terrible; there is not a ſinner in the world that likes 
ſo much as to hear the dreadful ſhocking word. Sa- 
ved! This is all, you can defire no more. Salva- 
tien! It is a word the angels cannot utter with chat 
ſenſibility of joy that belongs to it. It is the finner's 
word, the ſaved finner's word of triumph in life, in 
death, in glory. Damnation It is the unhumbled 
ſinner's terror; I cannot name it but he trembles. 
Damnation! It is the good Redeemer's pity. The 
thought of it draws tears from his eyes, yea and the 
very blood from his heart. He ſees, the dear com- 
paſſionate Ixsus ſees the long and horrible chambers 
N eee corre oe Wk 
why, knee dee tot never, never, never be deli- 
of it melts his foul into com- 
paſſion; he offers himſelf to ſuffer in our place, he 
makes an atonement, he runs between the living and 
the dead; he cries, ** Here finners, come, come ta 
g me, and you ſhall eſcape that horrible pit; turn, fol- 
„ low me, and you ſhall be ſafe; O come to me, and 
« you ſhall not die.“ And what, my dear friends, 
ſhall Jzsvs thus pity us in vain? Is there refuge from 
this wrath to come, and ſhall we not betake ourſelves 
to it? Alas, do but fet ſalvation in the other ſcale ; 
23 __ 
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qver-againſt the firſt and ſecond death ſet reſurrect ion 
to life, and glory eternal. See, my brethren, what 
fearful proſpects lie in the road of death; miſery every 
{tep you go in the peaceleſs road; miſery growing 
more formidable as you draw nearer your end. Then 
what miſery in the departing hour | who can tell? 
for we have not known it; and they that have may 
not come back to inſtruct us in it. Yea, and what 
miſery after death ! what miſery at judgment, when 
the whole creation ſhall as it were die away at the 
ſight of man's ruin! and for endlefs horrors! for the 
fire that never ſhall be quenched, for the worm that 
never ſhall die.— Ah do but compare with theſe the 
bleſſings of ſalvation ! The peaceful conſcience walk- 
ing with Gop as a reconciled Father, reſting in the 
everlaſting arms. The hope full of immortality, 
ſweetning the bittereſt paſſages of life. The depart- 
ing ſaint looking up to IEsos, and ſmiling at death. 
The ſpirit made perfect waiting for the reſurrection- 
day with infinite content. The meeting with Jzsvs 
in the clouds. The glorified body. The final abſo- 
lation. The ſentence of life. The ſhout of angels. 
The entrance into paradiſe. The ſight of Gop for 
ever. The fight of Jegvs in his glory. The enjoy- 
ment of Gay world without end. The ſervices of 
heaven. The fellowſhip of ſaints. The love, the 
peace, the joy, the reſt, the glory, the ſafety, the ſe- 
curity for ever of heaven's inhabitants. This is fal- 
what is that ugly monſter that ſtands over · againſt it? 
It is damnation, the child of fin and unbelief. 

And what, my brethren, is unbelief only the cauſe 
that any of us ſhall periſh? If we come to Ixus in 
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ſincerity, ſhall we eſcape all theſe things that are 
coming upon the world of the ungodly, and ſhare in 
all this fo vaſt ſalvation? So Cuk is r himſelf tells 
us, you fee; for I am but arguing from his own 
words. And are we already ſentenced to this fo great 
a death? And yet is this ſo great a life :bis day freely 
offered us? I am almoſt aſhamed to aſk which you 
will chooſe. But I know the enemy of . fouls will be 
ſtriving hard to catch away the purpoſe which, I am 
hoping, now glows upon your heart. And will you 
ſuffer him? He will certainly do it, unleſs you call 
upon God to help you, I beſeech you therefore by 
all your eternal hopes, go and pray; pray that the 
thoughts which have been ſuggeſted to you may 
fink deep into your heart. And when at any time 
you begin to ſtagger and faint, remember this word, 
He that believeth and is baptized, ſball be faved; but be 
that believeth not, ſhall be damned. | earneſtly com- 
r 
love in Jxsus CHRIST. | | 
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1 Joun IL 3,4. 


And hereby we db hnow that we know him, if we 
keep his Commandments. He that faith, I know 


„ pat 
and the truth is not in him. 


HIS whole Epiſtle of St Job is a Ca- 
T I *holic exhortation: and the ſpecial occa- 
| fion and deſign of it ſeems to be, that 
none, being deceived by the love of fin, 
might take up an imagination, that what they called 
faith, was that ſaving faith, which by the conſtitution 
of the Goſpel is appointed to be the means of making 
us partakers of the falvation purchaſed by Jzsus 
Cun sr, when it produced not its genuine and proper 
fruit of obedience in the heart and life. This he had 
entered upon in the firſt chapter, and declared very 
peremptorily, F we fay that we have fellowſhip with 
truth. But if we walk in the light, as be is in the 
light, we have fellowſhip one with another ; and the | 
64 


„ 6, 7. 


may be well aſſured that he knows Cop rightly, if 
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who, in the experience of daily infirmities and in the 
caſe of diſallowed falls into fin, might be ready to be 
diſcouraged, he returns again, in the words -of the 
text, to his main matrer; alledging, that though, as 
he had juſt before been intimating, it was true bat 
the blood of Jeſus Chriſt cleanſes us from all fin, yet 
they only are partakers of this glorious privilege, who 
are poſſeſſed of that faith in Gop which engages 
know, &c. The truth of the aſſertion contained in 
theſe words is evident. The effects manifeſtly ſhew 
whether any, or what the knowledge is. A man 


what he knows of him is productive of an obedientia 
ſpirit and conduct. But if theſe do not follow, what- 
ever he ſeems to know, he is ill in darkneſs, and a 


Fiſt, hn en an en (wdied h tie 
2 faith, is the only principle of true obe- 


Secondly, That true obedience is the direft proof of 


a right knowledge or faith. 


Fof, 22 
ciple of true obedience. To know Gop is to know 
him to be what be is; and unleſs Gon be known to 
be that moſt bleſſed Being he indeed is, and unleſs 


the relation we bear unto him be known alfo, there 
| _ 
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can be ſeen neither motive nor obligation to ſerve 
him; fo that a right knowledge of Gon is the main 
thing. They that live without Gon, as too many do 
in Chriſtian as well as Heathen countries, are fuch 
2s do not at all know him to be what he is. Did they 
in any meaſure of truth know that, they would find 
ſome influence from it on the heart and conduct. But 
it is not every fort of knowledge of Gop, that will 
produce a true obedience. 

To manifeſt this, let us conſider what is meant by 


| obedience. Preſent year bodies, faith St Pau! to the 


Romans, a livug ſacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, 
which is yar reaſenable ſeruice (b). Take bodies here 
in the moſt ſtrict and literal ſenſe, and ſtill the obe- 
dience of the mind, which alone can make any ſervice | 
reaſonable, muſt be implied in preſenting the body to 
the Lord. The body cannot preſent itſelf. It is the 
heart willingly prefenting the body to Gop, that can 
make it an acceptable ſacrifice. So that the life of 
obedience lies in the willingneſs of the heart; De- 
 hlighiing in the law of God after the inuard man (c). 
Without this, bodily ſervices can be neither living, 
holy, acceptable, nor reaſonable. True obedience is 
the conformity of the che man to the will of Goo, 
a will within to do what Gop pleaſes, and a power 
without to put it in practice. This is ſtrongly ex- 
preſſed by St Paul to the fame Romans, Ye bave obeyed 
from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered 
you (dj. Wherein the ſpring of obedience, from the 
heart, the practice of it in the conduct, ye have cbey- 
ed, and the rule and meaſure thereof both for the heart 
% Rom xii „ (4) Rom. vi. 1. 
(% Rom. vii. 22. wn 
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and life, that form of dofirine which was delivered you, 
are plainly noted. 
Now the queſtion is, © What is that knowledge of 
« Gop which will produce ſuch a will to do Gon's 
« pleaſure? in other words, ſuch an obedience from 
« the heart? 
It muſt be obſerved that naturally we have no man- 
ner of will hereto, but juſt the very contrary, be 
carnal mind being enmi!y againſt God (e), and that in 
fuch a degree, that there is nothing in the whole world 
we are fo averſe to as this. Our inclinations carry us 
quite another way; and that with ſuch a deſperate 
hatred of Gov, that we incline to undergo any dif- 
ficulties or hardſhips much more readily, than to per- 
form any the leaſt part of the will of Gop ; which is 
manifeſted by this ſingle inftance, amidſt many others, 
that the moſt of thoſe, who toil ten hours of a day 
in painful labour, find it a thouſand times more irk- 
ſome taſk, indeed cannot at all prevail on themſelves 
to ſpend even a quarter of an hour in a day in prayer. 
How then ſhall this enmity be overcome, and the will 
of man brought to the will of Gon? That it cannot 
. is un- 


But Firſt, Will not a knowledge of Gov in his at- 
tributes, or as he is in himſelf abſolutely conſidered, 
DDD 
obedience from the heart? Say this knowledge of 
Err that he 
were known to be all that glorious Gop that he is, 
ſelf-living, 29 — omnipreſent, eternal, al- 


; mighty. 


00 Rom. viii. 7. 
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mighty, moſt holy and juſt and good ; that the ſoul, 
as I may ſay, was ſtanding looking upon, and with 
the utmoſt diligence and attention contemplating this 
 all-glorious Being; would the effect of this know- 
ledge and fight be the turning of the will to Gop to 
ferve him? What anſwer does the caſe of Adam im- 
made, furniſh us with as to this matter ? Before his 
fall, he ſaw Gop with a degree of delight which the 
heart of man is now a ſtranger to; but then be bid 
himſelf, as well as he could, among the trees of the 
garden (. What made him do fo? It was guilt 
made him do it, he was afraid (g), he could take no 
comfort in the fight of Go. Gov indeed was the 
fame, but he was not. He was fallen, he had finned, 
his heart was gone from Gon. What then could 
thete be in the ſight of an all- perfect Being, whoſe 
very perſection pleaded for and threatned his deftruc- 
CD 2 IN In Wop He was 
a goilty creature looking only upon Gov according to 
his effential perſections. The moſt do not look on 
Gop at all. But when any are drawn ferioufly to 
confider him, the firſt thought fills them with fear 
apprehenſions of his mercy, the fight of his excellen- 
cies would be ſo far from drawing over their wills and 
hearts to him, that the more they knew of his power, 
knowledge, eternity and greatneſs, the more ſettled 
would be their abhorrence of him, as diſcerning him 
in all theſe to be a fure, almighty, everlaſting enemy 
to them. This is the very tate of the fallen angels. 

They 


{f) Gen. iii. $. j {z) Gen. iii. 10. 
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They know Gon to be what he is. They know alſo 
that he has no mercy for them: and therefore every 
thought of him, while it makes them tremble, does 
but unavoidably rouſe up the bitter and malignant 
hatred of their hearts againſt him for being what he 
is. Fallen creatures therefore have no motive in the 
fight of Goo, while only under an 2bfolute confidera- 
tion, to turn unto him to obey him from the heart. 
And as they have no motive thereunto, ſo neither 
E 
Gon from ſuch conſideration of him merely. 
CE ee ns Bin MSF 2 
his Commandments, is not of man but of Goo; 
Turn thou me, and I ſhall be turned, is the language 
of every truly enlightned foul, knowing who has ſaid; 
of your feld, and I wilt give you an heart of ib. 
And I will put my Spivit within you, and cauſe you to 
walk in my ſtatutes, and ye ſhall keep my judgments, and 
do them (b). Now if the turning of man's apoſtate 
will unto Gop to obey him from the heart be an act 
of Goy's power, then there muſt be a will in Gop 
thereunto. But ſuch a will in Gop does not ariſe ne 
ceffarily from his nature. He n not obliged by his 
holineſs, or juſtice, or goodneſs. 

bare, to contend watts fillies trbitibon; os bo jhcks 
from the caſe of fallen angels. And therefore when 
he does condeſcend to them to forgive them and put a 
new heart into them, it is an act of his free and ſove- 
reign will, which he is not obliged to in any fort, and 
2240 in ſuch manner as he 
2 


(2 Ezck. xxxri ak 27. 
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pleaſes ; moſt certainly in fuch manner as to make 
thoſe who are partakers of it ſenſible that his conde- 
ſcenſion unto them is not in any degree of debt but 
intirely of grace. But now when we look upon Gop 
abſolutely, and not through a Mediator, and conceive 
him to have a regard to us, we do not reſpect this re- 
gard to us as an act of mere Sovereign mercy ; bur, 
though we may not obſerve it, as what we have a 
right to from him what our circumſtances have a claim 
upon him for; and what it would be contrary to his 
nature and to equity not to beſtow ; and the conſe- 
quence in this caſe is, that as we do not regard him 
in humility, ſo he does not give us that power to turn 
unto him, which we can have from no other quarter; 
and ſo with whatever ſpeculative knowledge of him, 
and frequency of thought concerning him, our na- 
and cannot obey him from the heart, with an un- 
And thus you. ſee how a knowledge of Gop under 
a mere abſolute view of him cannot produce true obe- 
dience ; that is, obedience. from the heart, in a fallen 
creature; and that becauſe to a fallen creature there 
is, in ſuch a knowledge of Gon, neither motive nor 
power unto ſuch obedience. From which conſidera - 
tion we may learn theſe two things of great impor- 
tance to Chriſtian comfort and practice. 


Firſt, That the fears and doubrs which do perplex 
the minds of ſerious perſons have their cauſe in look- 
ing unto Gop too much in this abſolute manner, and 
not altogether as he manifeſts himſelf in a Redeemer. 
It is certain, that the more a guilty, dependent, and 

accountable 
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accountable creature knows of Gon abſolutely, the 
more he muſt be afraid of him. A fin-defiled con- 
ſcience and the holy majeſty of Gon can never ſtand 
peaceably together. There is conſciouſneſs of fin in 
the very beſt, of fin which experience tells them will 
not be removed our of the way in fuch manner and to 
ſuch a degree, as to become a ground of fure and 
quiet confidence in Gov. © And from the increaſe' of 
ariſe, which wilt and can yield to nothing but the 
— — TINS," a8 1 * 
— PEST -* . 


n ee eee 
in an abſolute manner, moſt believers find their pro- 
greſs in grace and holineſs going on ſo flowly. In an 
abſolute Gon there is, as I have ſhewn, no ni to 
engage the heart; and ar the fame time no power is 
derived from a mere view of Gon as be is in hu 
enabling us to chooſe his will, and reject and oppoſe 
the natural will of the fleſh. And yet, as through 
the native pride of our hearts, and the continual ſug - 
peſtions of unbelief, we are all much more ready to 
confider Gop as he is in himſelf, and as he appears in 
the works of creation, than as he is manifeſt in Ixsus 
the Mediator; I doubt not that herein hies a fpecial 
cauſe of the abundant unfraitfuſneſs * ave by 
Wan mag 


C 
bf Gon under an abſolute confideration, is neverthe- 
leſs the certain fruit of truly knowing Gon in the Ne- 
17512 » Th - xrcafon, 
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reaſon, becauſe by this knowledge both the 22 
which rendered obedience from the former 
of Gop utterly impoſſible, are actually taken out of 
the way ; and in the Redeerner Cz isr both the moſt 
conſtraining mo/5ve and the moſt effectual power are 
— — | 


. For Fs, Shes b. a Afi Go: men 
perfect knowledge of him does but diſcourage and 
drive off the foul in fear and torment; in a covenant 
Gon through Jzsus Cunisr all is juſt the reverſe, 
and every perfection of the divine nature as it comes 
to be more diſtinctly diſcerned, increaſes the force of 
the motive for returning to him upon the ſoul conſci- 
ous of guilt, and otherwiſe of puniſh- 
ment. While a man fees hinaſelf juſtly obnoxious to 
divine wrath through diſobedience, and yet fees God 
knowledge of Gon is extremely ſuited to beget a ge- 
nerous ſeli - dſpleaſure at the thought of having diſ- 
honoured. fuch a Majeſty, to repreſent fin in its proper 
colours of deformity, and to engage the foul into the 
moſt deliberate purpoſe of offending no more againſt 
ſuch a Gon, and of giving itſelf entirely up to his 
will and glory. But it is not reconciliation merely, 
but Gop's method of . reconciliation and ſhewing 
mercy, which gives this argument its proper and full 
_ « Juſtice ſhall be done upon fin, while 
« mercy is ſhewn to the ſinner. The word will be- 
« come fleſh, and himſelf make an atonement,” that 
in the very manner of ſhewing mercy we may fee 
what we owe to juſtice, and fo may want no motive 
to obedience which either deliverance from the dee peſt 

Vos. IL Aa mitery 
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miſery due to ſin, or the diſplay of the richeſt mercy 
by the freeſt act of condeſcending divine love, can 
poſſibly preſent to us. Sirs, who would think there 
could be ſo much as one ſoul ſtanding out in diſobe- 
dience, wherever this amazing myſtery of love, the e 
incarnation and death of the only Begotten of the Fa- 

ther, for and in the place of the ungodly, has been 
but only heard of? But that guilty creatures, who 
dared not otherwiſe look Gop in the face, ſhould hear, 
and know, and have explained to them from day to 
day the riches of redeeming love, the incarnation, the 
life, the death of the eternal Son for fin and for fin- 
ners, and Gop's freeſt offers of mercy and acceptance 
in him ; that they ſhould fo continually hear and know 
this (as you all do, my brethren) and yet find their 
hearts unmoved, unconſtrained, fill as much in love 
with fin and at enmity with Gop ag ever: This is 
ſtrange! It would be unaccountabſe, were it not moſt 
eafily to be accounted for by the vile corruption of 
nature that dwells in us, and whereof this is fo preg- 
nant and lamentable a proof. Without this motive 
there could be no obeying from the heart; but fad 
experience ſhews, that even ſuch a motive as this is 
not of itſelf ſufficient to beget true obedience in a 
fallen creature, and that after all, unleſs Gop make 
this glorious motive effectual, by working in us there- 
by to will and do, all is in vain, and we ſhall be never 
brought to obey from the heart that very Law of G 
which poſſibly we may be brought to ſee and to con- 

n and good. _ 


Bat now, Secondly, In a covenant Gon this alio is 
es for, and though an abſolute Gop does not 


2 give 
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give grace and ſtrength, yet a reconciled Go, a Gop 
in Caz13T does. In this relation he is ſtiled the hearer 
of prayer. Nay the very buſineſs of the Spirit in this 
diſpenſation of divine grace and love, is to work upon 
the hearts of us ſinners preventing us with good de- 
fires, and enabling us to bring the fame to good ef- 
fect. The foul of man is the ſubject where the Spirit 
works conviction and converſion ; and this he does by 
his ſacred illuminations, whereby he diſcovers the mi- 
fery of a fallen ſtate, and the glorious remedy there 
is in Jesvs; wherein by diſcloſing the love of G 
in Jesvs Cuais r, he ſtirs up and enables the heart to 
turn unto God in love, and in a chearful wil 
to ſerve, pleaſe, and glorify hirn. It is the Spirit that 
overcomes the enmity, while the means he uſes is 
God's love in Cunisr. And all this you may ob- 
ſerve in the moſt rational manner, perfectly conſiſtent 
with the freeſt uſe of our reaſon, and the freeſt choice 
of our will. For as in a reconciled Gop he 
to our reaſon or underſtanding the moſt ſunable and 
- convincing argument unto our obedience, fo thereby 
| he ſtirs up our wills in the moſt deliberate manner, 
with the freeſt conſent, and without the leaſt conſtrains 
or violence to chooſe the holy way of Gov's Com- 
Thus you ſee what that knowledge or faith is which 
is the principle of true obedience; and therein that 
what cannot be obtained through a knowledge of 
Gop at large, is really and effectuall wrought by the 
knowledge of Gop in Cut. Hence we learn, 


Fir, That it is by a conſtant contemplation of 
Gop in — and in a dependence on the Spirit, 


4 2 2 chat 


| Hons we may be under, or whatever ſpecious appear- 


that comes to make us a viſit, however 


in you, the more fin. will fall before him, and hope 
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the whole man (ſpirit, foul and body) unto the Com- 
mandments of Gop. Here is the only motive that 
can engage our fouls, by at once removing our ap- 
prehenſions of God's wrath againſt us, and repreſent- 
ing to us the moſt defirable and condeſcending ob- 
ject; and to this alſo the operations of the Spirit are 
abſolutely confined, according to the tenor of the co- 
venant of grace. If we are not under this influence, 
we have in fact no real obedience, whatever perſua- 


ances to the contrary we may have to produce, bur 
our enmity againſt Gov. remains upon our hearts: and 
if we are under it, yet the only reaſon why we are 
not more advanced in obedience, is becauſe this glo- 


rious motive is not more powerfully and abidingly 


fixed in our hearts. The love of Chriſt conſtraineth us, 
faith St Paul, becauſe we thus judge, that if one died 


for all, then were all dead. And that be died for all, 
that they which live, ſhould not benceforth liue unto 
themſelves, but unto him which died for them and roſe 
again (i). Wherefore, brethren, let us labour earneſtly 
that Chriſt may dwell in our hearts by faith (H). Re- 
mark the word dwell, not be admitted into us as one 
frequent, but 
may have 2 conſtant abidance. This, this is the only 
way of comfort and victory. The more Cun18T is 


and love flouriſh. . You will never repent the pains 
you take to entertain fuch a gueſt : behold his reward 
is with him every hour. Ir 

61 = Cor. v. 4, 15; 1 (4) Epbef ii. 17. 
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here, and death ſhall not part you aſunder, nay you 
ſhall dwell with him for ever. 


Secondly, We may learn hence alſo in what manner 
we ſhould receive the meſſage of mercy brought us 
by our incarnate Gop. Thankfully, without all queſ- 
tion ; with hearts bearing ſome, though no propor- 
tion of gratitude to the vaſtneſs of the gift. Gon 
paſſed by finning angels; he ſent redemption to us. 
And ſuch redemption ! O firs, what ſhall we think of 
it in heaven, yea what upon our dying beds? Tell it 
Redeemer liverh. Ah, my dear brethren, let us not 
be inſenſible to this love; let us not be aſhamed of 
the only name under heaven whereby we 'muſt be 
are called. I beſeech you by all this mercy of Gon, 
let every one that nameth the name of Cux is r depart 

Sm fo ity. Ny e 0 . 

The time ſet apart for the remembrance of our 
Lord's appearance in the fleſh is before us. And how 
ſhall we commemorate that bleſſed manifeſtation ? 
Shall we do it with fpiritual, or with carnal joy? Let 
us conſider beforchand. What, is it a time for riot, 
debauch, and exceſs? This cannot be. He came to 
deſtroy the works of the devil. Holy joy becomes 
holy days. To us @ child is born, to us 4 Son is given ; 
2 Son to pardon, ſanctify and bleſs. Let our hearts 
be lifted up. Let the praiſes of GD be in our 
mouths. Let the work of the Lord be on our hands. 
Let Jzsvs be glorified in us, and by us. Brethren, 
be on your guard. The enemy will not be afleep. It 
s a ſalon of tempration. One or another of you 

h —_—w_y = — = = have 
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have found him working already, and prompting to 
your minds ſchemes of indulgence or riot. Take 
herd. Beheld, you are warned. Do not fo great 
wickedneſs, which the devil will be ſure to drive you 
into- if he can. What, when we pretend to remem» 
ber the birth of the Son of Gop to fave us, ſhall we 
do works that will ſname him, and damn us, unleſs 
mercy afterwards inte rpoſe? I intreat you to remem- 
ber that Cbriſtmas is the ſeaſon of commemorating 
the Nativity of the holy One, and not as it is uſually 
taken, a ſeaſon for every fort of fooliſh mirth and abo- 
the finful thought, Now Chrifmas is at hand, 
and I will keep it merrily. The mirth you pro- 
poſe is no other than madneſs. Away with theſe prac- 
tices ; Chriſtmas is not a Heathen feaſt. Behold, you 
are warned. And I truſt in Gop you will be cau- 
 tious, and demean yourſelves in ſuch manner, that 
your hearts and conduct ſhall be in concord with and 
under the ſpirit of that Anthem with which the An- 
gels uſhered the only Begotten into the world, when 
the multitude of them brake forth and ſang. Glery to 
Cad in Ile higheſt, and on earth peace, good- will ic cards 
men. This is the way to expreſs your thankfulneſe. 
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32 1 Jonn II. 3, 4. wy 
Adis e Fw 
keep bis Commandments. | He that faith, I know 
him, and keepeth not his Commandments, 1s @ har, 
| and the truth is not in lim. 


KEE HAVE ſhewn you from theſe words, 
2 I yo that a right knowledge or faith is the only 
principle of true obedience. The obe- 
EN dience here intendec᷑ is that only which can 
deſerve the name; the obedience of the whole man, 
beginning in the deliberate choice of the heart, and 
ung in a conformity of the conduct with the will 
of Gop. Without any knowledge of Gon at all that 
this obedience is impoſſible, every one ſees. But, al- 
though Gop ſhould be perfectly known to be all that 
he is, yet if he be known only abſolutely, that is, with: 
out reſpect to the mediation of Ixsus Caunisr, by us 
guilty and perverted creatures, there is nothing in that 
knowledge which could draw. over our hearts unto 
him; nor would that knowledge give us the leaft 
power of turning to him : but on the contrary, the 
1 we ſhould know Goo in this ablober:- 
224 manner, 
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manner, the more. feaxfolly ve ſhould hate him for 
being ſuch 4 God as he is, ſo great and mighty,” ſo 
eternal and ever preſent. with us; becauſe, however 
perfect in himſelf, we ſhould in all his perfections ſee 
him againſt us, while alſg he does not communicate 
unto us any grace (without which we cannot chooſe his 
ſervice) but as we look unto him through the Re- 
deemer.. - Wherefore that knowledge or faith, which 
conſtrains the heart unto obedience, is the knowledge 
of Gop in Cnaisr ; and this is, and only can be, a 
principle of obeying Gop from the heart. Having 
r 
is the, principle of rr 
an po 2 os ur oo} bats. 
begebe greets 
che heart is the direct proof of ſuch a 
— — know. (hat ue know bios, — 
Ws: He the faith, 1 know bin, and lep: 
> % is. 4 lian, and. the truth is 
22 1 Her thisis manifeſt, That where there 
«+ from the. heart is. the. cenzin — 
« that knqwledge-''.. From. mum 
aer, r ce CIWS $5554 | 
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Cr, and that only (as has been ſhe un) does ne- 
knowledge to be of the right fort, and the want of 
re 
knowledge. The doctrine is, | 

„ Whete' there is a true knowledge of Gov in 
[nn sr, obedience from the heart is the certain 
and neceflary effect of it.” And that for theſe two 


Ft, Becauſe of the incomparable np: S excellency cellency, 
that in the blefſed Gon, which, when it is ſeen, and 
ſeen, obſerve, with ſeli.· application, as what we have an 
- intereſt in, is infinitely fulred to engage the heart of 
any rational creature, whether angel in heaven or ſin- 
ner upon earth. Devils only may not appropriate 
of Jzzvs Cnnisr; Beholds him as what be is, a 
Spirit ſelf-exiſting, and whoſe eſſential property it is 
to have life um. a . eg the worſe 
tad cooyiing ile, —-—t— — 
ing operation, almighty in his power to do even what 
die pleaſes, and everlaſting without poſlibility of decay, 

while generations and worlds riſe up and paſs away ; 
a Spirit too to whoſe free goodneſs he owes his being, 
his foul and * 
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of happinets, nay and upon whom, though he be a 
finner, he can look as hi Gon, reconciled” by a me- 
thod, the glory of which aſtoniſhes and dazzles'rhe 
eyes of the moſt exalted creatures, while they conſider 
the wiſdom, grace, and love held out in it: | fay, 
of the Lord in the face of Jzsvs, he ſinds an object 


before him infinitely ſuited to engage his heart, whom 


whom he would have to be honoured through the 


whole creation, whom he thinks it his glory to obey, 
and befides whom there is none in heaven or earth 
that he can deſire. In the fight of this object fin ap- 
pears in its true colours of deformity, and holineſs in 
its proper beauty. The whole man ſtands prepared to 
obey, and fixing itſelf on the revealed will is aſking 
— . 


. Secondly; The ocher reaſgn-why- this knowledge of 
Gop begets obedience in the heart, is becauſe it was 
revealed to this very purpoſe, that the Spirit having 
enlightned the dark foul in the knowledge of Gop 
reconciled in Jesus CH ir, might thereby influence 
and engage the heart unto. a. conformity with him. 
Thus, it is ſaid, Chriſt gave himſelf for us, that be 
might redeem us from ail iniquity, and purify unto bin- 
ſelf a peculiar people, zealuus of good works (a). And, 
when Gon made himſelf known to 4brabam- as his 
Gop, he ſpeaks thus,  / az. tbe almighty Gad; walk 
before me, and be thow perfect (b). And fo at the giv- 
ing out of the Law we find Gop ſpeaking in the cha- 
r 


(a)] Titus ii. 14. : [ (5) Gen. xvii. 1. 


thereunto, 
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thereunto, I am the Lord thy God, thou ſhalt have no 
other gods but me (c). And in ſhort, The end of the 
Commandment is charity (d), the deſign and completion 
of the Goſpel is the love of Gop and our neighbour. 


Now if the very purpoſe of Gov's thus” revealing 


himſelf in Irsus CHRIST was that we might be /axc- 
tified through faith that is in bim (e), it cannot be, 
ence. That de dds antenmdeds Degett 

and nouriſhing love in the hearts of all who really 
know God in IEsus CHR IST, is expreſly aſſured. St 
Paul ſays of himſelt, That as ſoon as ever it pleaſed 


went directly to his work. And he ſays elſewhere of 
himſelf and all believers, We all with open face, be- 
bolding as in @ glaſs the glory of the Lord, are changed 
into the ſame image from glary to glory, even as by the 
Spirit of the Lord (g): where the motive, the agent, 
O_o — 9 Dy 
together. 


there is a true knowledge of Gop in Cha is r, there 


you ſee in what manner it follows; namely, by the 


glory and lovelineſs of the object preſented to the foul, 

which while the mind is regarding and beholding the 
( Exod. xx. 2,3. - A ng. | 

(4) 1 Tim. i. 5. (g) 2 Cor. iu. 18. 

le] AQs xxvi. _ | | 


Pen 


175 


needful re marks. = 


The Firſt is concerning unfruitful knowledge, that 
it is indeed no knowledge at alt; for ir does nor ſet. up 
the object in the mind, and fo has no effeft un ih 
beart. I ſay it is no real knowledge or faith con- 
cerning God. It is not a knowledge of GOD evan- 
gelically ſeen, for ſo it would beget love; and it is 
not 2 knowledge of Gon in an abſolute view, for then 
at leaſt it would beger fear. Bur it begets neither 
love nor fear, and therefore is not | really: any know- 
ledge at all. Neal knowledge or belief of any thing 
does unaveidably influence us. according to the im- 
portance of that thing to us; and where there is no 
to us. So that that ſtate af mind wherein men do 
is plain atheiſm. There ia no eat belief or know- 

ledge of Gon's being in ity, although through certain 
ſuſpicions. taken up by hearſay, and conceived upon 
the opinions of others, there are oftentimes ſome diſ- 
quieting apprehenſiogs raiſed in the foul, Neverthe- 
leſs this is evidently the. general knowledge of Gon 
that is in the wgrid, and this the ſtata of unbelief 
wherein all lie, till Gap by bis Spirit does begin to 
make himſelf known within in the ſoul. Then he 
begins to be taken notice of. be is ſeen as a real abject 

before the eyes of. the mind, and the eſſect on the 
heart follows in trembling or love as Gow is ſeen ab- 
loluely: or through 2 Redeemer. And this mo 
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awful difference berween true and falſe faith or know- 
ledge. 


_ dience;' namely, becauſe their knowledge of Gor in 
CruntsT is not enough deep and clear, or not ſuffici- 


on to know the Lord, what he is in himſelf, and what 
in the face of Jzsus Cn ir; and others, when they 


vine glory, are not careful enough to keep them in 


wiedp — ani] the yoings 
out of the affeftions/ in love, defire, delight, truſt, 
and zeal for the honour and fervice of God are cold, 


hate preparedneſs to repreſs all the rifings of corrup- 
tion, and to bear up under all tempeations and ſuffer- 
ings. So that if we expect to maintain a healthy, 
vigorous, active, and advancing ſtate of foul, we 
muſt acquaint ourſelves with Gop, and walk in the 
ſenſe of his preſence. Otherwiſe we ſuffer a veil to 
be thrown over out eyes, which hinders vs from the 
only fighe by which the Spirit works upon our hearts 
8 UNO Ia. - 

What we have bern faying on this head ſufficiently 
ſhews that obedience from the heart does neceffarily 
| follow 


ently impreſſed on the mind fo as to keep the bleſied = 


| foul in 2 ſtate of readineſs for all duty, and of reſo- 
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follow a right and true knowledge and faith. And if 
fo, then 


Firſt, Obedience from the heart is an infallible 
proof of the truth of our knowledge or faith. For 
if the knowledge of Gov in CHRIS T does, and cam 
— aca rs, 
actual NE ets No 
man can love, fear, honour, and ſerve Gop, without 
do it becauſe he knows Gon in Cun is to be infi- 
nĩtely worthy of, and intitled to all this obedience of 
and chooſe to ſerve him? Obſerve why you do ſo. Is 
it not for that which you fee in him as he hath mani- 
feſted himfelf in the face of Jzsus Curr ? Does he 
not appear to you there bearing a commanding and 
amiable character, ſo that you cannot refuſe him your 
heart and fervice ? And does not every repeated view 
you take of him in that glaſs draw out your heart to 
him afreſh ? Or is it any thing but ſuch a knowledge 
of the bleſſed Gon which reſtrains you from indulging 
pour natural inclinations, or engages you to the per- 

_ formance of his will? Herely therefore you know that 
you really know him, Your obedience proves it to your 
own conſcience, becauſe. you plainly ſee, that you only 
love and ſerve him becauſe you know bim to be ſuch 
a Goo as he is, 2222 himſelf to be in 
| the Goſpel. Obedience from the heart then is an in- 
talible- proof of a right knowledge or faith; it iſſues 
fam it and were the actings of the mind obſerved. 


P # 
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wauld be evidently ſeen to do ſo. This, I ſay, infal- 


 libly proves the knowledge or faith to be real, for if 


it were not fo, it could not poſſibly produce any ſuch 
fruits. of obedience. Nay, and the habit and courſe 
of obedience necefiarily proves the faith to be more 
than à mere haſty notion, and to have a ſubſiſtence in 
the mind, becauſe it does habitually work by love. 
So that if we do really love Gov, and from our hearts 
obey him, we may hereby aſſuredly know that we 
know him. Here then the point of importance is 
before us; do we know Gon in Cas T? If we do, 
we obey him from the heart. If we obey him from 
the heart we know that we know him. This is the 
order; and we muſt take heed we do not confound 
it; neither ſecking to obey Gon without knowing him 
in CazisT, which is impoſſible, nor conceiting that 
we know him in CunysT. if we do not obey him, 
which is 2 lie. „ r——————__ 
of this doctrine ; namely, 


_ Secondly, 0 fg "hs th bas, tes a3 
Commandments, we lie. You fee how plain and per- 
emptory the Apoſtle is. To fay, we know Gop in 
Canis, and not to obey him, is a mere lie. Well 
then, 1 fear there are many liars in the world; for it 
is too evident that there are many who profeſs to know 
Gov and Isos Cu is whom he hath ſent, who are 
very very far from keeping Gob's Commandments, take 
no manner of care to do ſo, indeed are with the ut- 
moſt carcleſneſs breaking them every day. Bur how 
is this a he? uo” 4 


Why, Pub, bis a Ba becoufe the thing is adh 
lotely falſe in itſelf. They who dv not obey Gop do 
ff | not 


not know him, have actually no faith or knowledge 
of Gon in Cunisr in them; and if they fay they 
have, they ſay that which is not true: for it has been 
ſhewn inconteſtably, that wherever that knowledge of 
Gon is, it brings forth obedience to him ; ſo that 
where the obedience is not, there the faith cannot be. 


And Secondly, It is a lie, becauſe the perſon who 
ſays it knows it to be no other; for while he ſays that 
he does know Gop, he is very ſenſible in his own 
conſcience that he does not know him. Will a man 
ſeriouſly ſay, that he certainly and ſtedfaſtly knows Goo 
to be a holy, jealous, and almighty Being, privy to 
all his conduct, and to whom he is accountable, 
when at the fame time he finds no fear of him in his 
heart, though he be afting in fuch a manner as is ex- 
actly ſuĩted to provoke him? Or again, that he knows 
Go to be reconciled, merciful, infinitely good and 
gracious, and in all the fulnefs of his eternal per- 
fections bis Gov, when he does not at the ſame time 
love him? The truth- is, Gon is not an object whom 
we may know as we do a thouſand other things with 
which we have little or no concern. We are fo re- 
lated to him, and our happineſs or miſery are ſo wrapt 
up in his favour or diſpleaſure, that the very moment 
. we know him to be what he is, our hearts feel the im- 
preſſion of that knowledge in fear or love, as we be- 
hold him againſt us or for us. And therefore for a 
man to fay, I know Gop, when he neither fears nor 
loves him, is to aſſert what he abſolutely knows to be 
falſe : for he knows very well that he does not know 
God to be that Gop he is, that he does not know him 
to be that almighty, eternal, and ever-preſent Being, 
| who 


dur eyes, till in that glaſs we ſee Gon awful in juſtice, 


e nean 
ways, in whoſe favour is life, and his frown bell; 
for when at any time he ſhould reflect on what is laid 
up in his mind, he would find no ſuch knowledge. of 
Gon there. Sb that if any man ſhould dare to ſay; 
I know Go in his abſolute character, when he does 
not fear him, and much more, I know him in Jesvs 
Cr, when he dves not obey him from the heart, 
de ventures to ſay what he knows to be falſe, and the 
truth is not in him. | 

A ů wie her aferr the come 
of the world, and have no heart to ſerve the Lord, 
that you are altogether faithleſs, and in fact as igno- 
rant of the true God as are the Heathen who have 
hot your advantages. You profeſs to know Gop, 
him not. You may conceit, perhaps, ſomething from 
your ſuppoſed knowledge; but that conceit is you find 
a lie. It is proved to he ſo every day by your con- 
duct; and how dreadfully will it be proved to be no 
better another day? O ſirs, conſider how dreadful it 
will be for you to go down to the grave with this lic 
in your hand, and then to have it proved to be ſuch 
before the tribunal of Cunts r, in the preſence of the 
aſſembled. world, to your inconceivable conſuſion and 
6 2 
be quenched! 
eee tne a 
ourſelves with Gop. Gloriouſly has he unfolded his 


_ perfeftions and will in the Goſpel. There let us look, 
even on Gop manifeſt in the fleſh ; nor ever take off 


Vos. II. 
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rich in mercy, unſearchable in wiſdom, and the ever- 
forming them into a conformity therewith in love, and 
defire, and holy fear, and the moſt complacential obe- 
world, and be aſſured of our intereſt in him, and be 
prepared for the enjoyment of him in the world that 
i to come. To which moſt blefſed knowledge of 
Gov, may he vouchſafe to bring us all. 
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Lam me aftamed of the Goſpel of Civi: for it is 
the power of God unto ſalvation to every one that 
believeth. 


„ee MONG the vatious things which hinder 
| — K us from embracing, or living agrecably 
+ A 2 to the Goſpel, ſhame is not the leaſt 
„r conficerable; and without queſtio 
been the occaſion of forcing back many 


ſect which is every where ſpoken againſt, and has 
more or leſs reſtrained all from that freedom 


and boldneſs of profeſſion which their Bibles and con- 
ſciences have demanded of them. Ir is indeed an eaſv 


- matter for a proud heart to ſay, I would not regard 


what people ſhould ſay of me: but when we come : 
make the word of Gop the rule of our conduct and 
become ſingular, ſo we find the dread of particularity 
has a force we were not before aware of. If the 
Goſpel of Canis be deſigned to reform the world, 


world 


Bb 2 


from receiving a Saviour, whoſe followers are of that 


Ute ns of the world, as hereby we 


it muſt needs follow that the unreformed part of the 
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world is in a ſtate directly contrary to the Goſpel; and 
while theſe make up the bulk of mankind in every 
place, the general countenance will be on their ſide, 
and the few who will venture to have more religion 
than the faſhion of the times allows, muſt incur the 
cenſure of being odd and particular. Their lot muſt 
be the ſame with thoſe of the ſame good character in 
the day of Amos, They hate him that reproveth in the 
gate, and they abhor him that ſpeaketh uprightly (a). 
It the Goſpel was to lie a dead letter, a wicked 
world would find no fault with it: but whenever it ap- 
pears in its power and is manifeſted in the life, it makes 
the minds of the children of this world too uneaſy to 
permit them to leave the profeſſors of it at quiet. 
You may be particular as you pleaſe on any other 
head: no body is hurt, and ſo no one blames. But 
here, as ſoon as you are particular by living conform- 
ably to the Goſpel, all about you are troubled, cannot 
treat you with cordiality, but at laſt Joſe all con- 
ſcience, and you find yourſelf become the object of 
diſlike even where you have the greateſt deſire to pleaſe. 
It is no little matter therefore not to be aſhamed of 
the Goipel, and conſequently a point worthy our par- 
ticular conſideration. I am not aſhamed of the Goſpel 
of Chrijt : for u is the peter of Cod unto ſalvation to 
every one that believeth. From which whoth we nay 
treat of 963 


Fu, Wien we may be ſaid not to be aſhamed 
of the Goſpel of Carisr. 


. - Sandy, Why we ſhould not be aſhamed of it. 


Foft 
(a) Ann: v. 10. e 
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Firſt, We may inquire when we may be ſaid not 
to be aſhamed of „ of Curisr. 2 
is the caſe, 


Firſt, When we cn it. We are aſhamed of that 
we dare not own: but what we avow, we cannot be 


ſaid to be aſhamed of. To own Cnrisry is to let the 


world fee you belong to him. This is confeſſion of 
Cun is before men. But if you would be CHRIS T's, 
yet decline acting in ſuch a manner as to be thought 
his, you do not confeſs him, you deny him beiore 


men, and are plainly aſhamed of him. The queſtion 


is not whether you have more or leſs an inward ſhame 
upon your heart; but whether you oppoſe that ſinful 
ſhame of your heart, lament it, and are not reſtrained 
by it from owning Cun is and his words. In that 
caſe it is plain enough you confeſs him, and that you 
do it in direct contradiction to the ſtrivings of your 
own ſpirit, argues evidently that you prefer his honour 
to your own. Now it muſt be obſerved that all of 
us either own or diſown the Goſpel ; we mult do the 
one or other: and I am ſure it behoves us to conſider 
whether of the two we do. Do we own CurisT to 
be the only Saviour of the world, and are all that 


there is ſal vation in none other, chat all the liberality, 
harmleſneſs, honeſty and ſobriety in the world wilt 
not bring any man to heaven, but that only through 
the merits of the Redeemer we can have the leaft 
ground of hope toward Gop? And do they know 
alſo that we avow the words of Cz IS, and the way 
of a Goſpel life, and hold ourſelves and all others 
_ to walk as Carisr alfo walked, though in 


\ + Þ the 


know us acquainted with our ſtedfaft perſuaſion, that 
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the world yet above it, in a ſpiritual not a carnal life, 
and under the influence of a prevailing concern for 
God's glory in the world, and of an unfeigned regard 
for the ſalvation of our neighbours? Is this the rec- 
koning others make of us? Then it is plain we muſt 
have owned CHa1I18 T and his words. But if the 
world does not thus think of us, and we paſs for thoſe 
mon; it is not leſs manifeſt in that cafe that we have 
duct may convince us we have diſowned it; and it is 
but 100 plain that we have been held in the fetters of 
a worldly ſhame of the Goſpel of Carisr. 


Secondly, We are not aſhamed of the Goſpel of 
Cnaisr when we live agreeably to it. And what- 
ever profeſſion we otherwife make of it, however bold 
we may be to own it, and however warmly we may 
contend for it, yet if we do not live it, all is but falſe 
fire, it is manifeſt that we do not love it, and our con- 
tention for the Goſpel is not for the Goſpel's ſake, but 
our awn, for the take of our own pride and vanity, 
We act under a miſtaken zeal, propt up by paſſion, 
ſelf, ang conceit; and were theſe falſe props taken 
away ſhould find it as hard a matter for us as for our 
neighbours not to be aſhamed of the Goſpel of Cx is r. 
1 am not contending for cowardiſe and hiding the 
head, nor do I in the leaſt deſire to reſtrain that pure 


zeal which is begotten by humility, faith and jove : 


baut fince there is ſuch a thing as miſtaken zeal, vaſtly 


apt to deceive thoſe who are under the guidance of it 
into a good, if not an high, opinion of their fiare, 
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for this very reaſon, becauſe they are bold in owning 
the Goſpel, I am obſerving that all fuch confeffion as 


is not accompanied with a Goſpel-life, is not owning 


Cnr but felf. If I give my body to be burned, and 


have not charity, I am nothing (b). If while we are 
not aſhamed to own the Goſpel, we be careful to live 
it, and to ſhew the regard we bear to it by the effect it 
has upon our hearts and lives, engaging us to a con- 
duct wherein by the belief of the things revealed 
and promiſed, and conferred in Jesus Cast, we 


are manifeſtly influenced to a pure, holy, and felf-de- 


are not aſhamed of the Goſpel of Cnaisr. If we 
ive as becometh the Goſpel in the midſt of an adul- 
trous world, then there can be no queſtion concerning 
the matter, it is plain that we are not aſhamed of it. 


Thirdly, If we are not aſhamed of the Goſpel of 
Cum 18, we ſhall endeavour to recommend it to the 
world. When people are not for making a ſhew of 
religion, as they will perverſely call all proſeſſion, but 


induſtriouſly keep to themſelves the little piety they 


think themſelves poſſeſſed of, no way reproving the 
works of darkneſs, but faſhioning their behaviour af- 
ter the ſmooth eaſy way of the times; ſuch as theſe 


rious- diſtinguiſhing principles of it, concern for Gad 


honour, and for the fouls of others : fo under the cloke 


of a falſe humility, and dread of oftentation, they 
nnn 
B b4 
(5) 1 Cor. xi. 3. 


not the force of the precept. Les your light fine before 
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ſhame of the Goſpel of Curisr. Whereas they who 
are not aſhamed of it but glory in it, will defire and 
endeavour it may ſpread for the common welfare and 
for the glory of its Author, nor will be wanting to uſe 
their influence (whatever it be) toward promoting and 
it. And while they are fo doing, they will 
not be without a proof, that they are oppoſing the 
natural ſhame of their hearts under the influence of 
SUITE TT PETR 


 Fourthly, It will be a good mark of our not being 
aſhamed of the Golpel of Can1sr, if we are not 


ſymptom of ſubjeAtion to worldly ſhame in Nicademus, I 
who came to Ixsus by night, that no one ſhould 
know it; but it was a fign of a better ſpirit in Lydia, 
when ſhe received Paul and Silas into her houſe, When 
Peter denied that he knew CnRISsT, his worldly ap- 
prehenſions had got the better of him; but when he 
afterwards bore witneſs to his Maſter in the face of the 
Fewiſh council, grace prevailed againſt nature. When 
men are run down by the world for following Cn 18 
and their conſciences according to the Scripture rule, 
then to ſtand up in their defence, and not to diſown or 
give them up to a general qutcry, is manifeſtly to 
ſhew we are not under the guidance of worldly ſhame. 

What has been faid may ſuffice to teach us when 
we are nor aſhamed gf the Goſpel of Cynusr. 185 
now to ſhew, 


Secondly, The reaſon here aledged why we ſhould 
nox be aſhamed of it. For it 15 the power of God unto 
| ſalvation, 
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| ſalvation, 10 every one that believeth. What we are to 
underſtand by the Goſpels being the power of Gop 
unto ſalvation, may be learnt from the fame expreſſion 
in the ſecond Epiſtle to the Corinthians, The weapons of 
our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through Gad to 
the pulling down of ſtrongholds (c). The Goſpel is 
mighty through Gop, or powerful through God, to 


the pulling down of ſtrongholds. So the ſenſe of 


the paſſage before us is, the Goſpel is efficacious thro? 
the might and power of Gop unto falvation to every 
one that believeth. And if it be the only means of 
falvation, and is made effectual to falvation by the 
power of Gop, we need not be aſhamed of it, but 
rather ought exceedingly, and above all things to 
glory in it. Here are two arguments for our glo- 
rying in and not being aſhamed of the Goſpel. 


N. I is the only means of falvation 


Secondly, It is made effeftual to the ſalvation of 


thoſe that believe by the power of Ged. 


Firſt, We need not be aſhamed of the Goſpel, be- 
cauſe it is the only means of falvation. The Goſpel 
is the remedy for man's miſery. It has healing under 
its wings. Its healing qualities are manifeſt, it brings 
with it pardon and peace, grace and glory. Eook 
upon yourſelf. What are you? Are you not a man 
every hour, are you not complaining of bodily infir- 
mity, is not the grave opening its mouth to receive 


you and moulder you into your original duſt? And 


Are 
le] 2 Cor. x. 3. 
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are you not a ſinner too as well as 2 mortal man, and 
have you no apprehenſions from that fide, if you fear 
not Gop's preſent judgments have you no dread of 
his future; have you no ſhrinking at the thought of 
a judgment-day and an eternal world? Now where 
will you fix your foot? Alas! you can turn no whi- 
ther but to the Goſpel. And does that make ample 
proviſion for all your complaints ? It does; it pro- 
chims to you free pardon, it promiſes you the com- 
munications of divine grace and love, it difcovers to 
you another life, and therein a body no more capable 
of pain, fickneſs or corruption, a foul purged from 
fin, and in both a happy eternity with Gon in a new 
heaven and a new earth. I preſents all theſe glori- 
cord by the euatiiioes ef eto fan ef Gin, and 
ing to the purpoſe of the covenant of grace, deviſed 
222 de- ; 


—— of ? . e for 
whoſe fake the eternal Gop has prepared it, to be 


alhamed of fuch a work of Gop as this? Angels 
uſhered I xsus into the world with ſongs of triumph, 
and ſhall we be aſhamed of him? Aſhamed to own 
him who cometh to us, bringing ſalvation fo great, fo 
full, fo eternal? Shall we be aſhamed of his very 
name, aſhamed to be thought his diſciples ; through 
ſhame ſhall we betray his intereſts, and ſhun any for 
belonging to him? What, is there any other Saviour, 
is the great Gop our Saviour one to be aſhamed of, 
or is the ſalvation he propoſes to us ſuch as may juſtly 

be treated with ridicule by a loſt world, or which we 
 Khould forbear to own, to practiſe, to recommend 
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and encourage, becauſe ſinful men are fo obſtinate 
that they will not receive it? Did our Apoſtle thus 
regard it ? Who can expreſs the glorying of his heart 
in a Goſpel which through the merits of his honoured 
Maſter, was the power of God unto ſalvation, ts every 
one that believetb? He confeſſed it, lived it, carried 
it from kingdom to kingdom in the face of every per- 
ſecution which men or devils could raife againſt him; 
he was the Friend, the Father of all that embraced 
it. He was not aſhamed of the Goſpel of Cuas r. 
It was the Goſpel, glad tidings of falvation ; it was 
the Goſpel of Jzsvs his adored Lord and Gop : be 
could not be aſhamed of the Goſpel of Caunisr. 


But Secondly, We need not be aſhamed of the Goſ- 
pel, becauſe it is made effeftual by the power of Go 
to the ſalvation of thoſe that believe. Sufficient as 
the Goſpel is to ſalvation in itſelf, it is not effectually 
falvation to any foul to whom it is not immediately 
made ſo by the power of Gon ſtirring up the heart to 
receive it and obey it. It is the power of Gon that 
makes it effetual; juſt as much the power of Gop 
that begets a lively faith in the heart of a finner, as it 
was the power of God that made man our of the 
ground. The one is as much Gop's creation as the 
| other, and fo the latter is often called in the New 
Teſtament. We are bis workmanſhip, created in Chriſt 
Jeſus (4). The new man after God is created in rich- 
teouſneſs (e). Now when Gop manifeſts his power in 
renewing and quickning the dead hearts of finners 
through the Goſpel, when it is his own work, when 
hereby he declares the Goſpel to be from himſelf, and 


 (Epheſi.vo, |} (4 Caliii.10. 


380 Me englit not to be aſhamed Serm. 50. 
does in fo wonderful a manner own and honour it, 
ought we to be aſhamed of that Goſpel which Gop 
fo gloriouſly ſets his mark upon as bis? The Goſpel, 
thus made ahve by the power of Gon, is his witneſs 
of himſelf among fallen men, and ought to be re- 
vered wherever it comes, or however mean the ſubject 
be in whom it appears. What ſhall we fay then, if 
while ſome deſpiſe, others are aſhamed of the work 
of God? A work fo condeſcending in the majeſty of 
heaven, a work fo infinitely valuable in regard of us! 
It is the Goſpel Gob owns, he owns nothing elſe by 
making it the means of holineſs and falvation. There 
are many pretended ſchemes of religion, but Gop 
bears witneſs to none of them, by none of them doth 
he work to convert and fave a foul; this honour he 
reſerves for his own contrivance the Goſpel, which 
alone he makes effectual to the ſaving of thoſe who 
believe. It was in theſe views that our Apoſtle fo 
greatly boaſted in the Goſpel. And whoever ſees as 
he did, that it is Gop who gives effect to the preach- 
ing of ir, exerting his power upon the hearts of fin- 
ners to awaken them out of their natural ſtate of fin, 
convincing them of their miſery and of his mercy in 
Jesus Cnx1sr, conforming them to his mind and 
image, and enabling them in the ſpirit of meekneſs, 
humility, zeal and charity, to lead a heavenly life 
upon earth, will no more than St Paul be aſhamed of 
the Goſpel of Cris. . 

From the two conſiderations propoſed to us in this 


Firſt, We may ſee here the reaſon of being aſhamed 
of the Goſpel to lie in this, that we do not as we 
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ought ſtedfaſtly believe it to be the means and only 
means of ſalvation, and that it is effectually made fo 
by the power and operation of GOD. The world of 
yea and diſlikes the Goſpel becauſe all its propofals 
are of a ſpiritual nature; inſenſible of their danger 
without it they have never made account of its offers 
of pardon, and in love with fin they have not reliſhed 
ies precepts of holineſs. Others, brought to ſome 
fight of their want of the Goſpel, have never been 
made certainly to believe its truth, nor clearly to be- 
hold its glory, and fo have wanted a purpoſe of heart 
to renounce the world, and having ſtopt ſhort, have 
been kept back by a ſhame of the Goſpel of Carsr 
from the profeſſion and practice of it. Wherefore, 


Secondly, If you will get above this ſinful ſhame of 
the Goſpel, own it, live it, recommend and encourage 
it in the face of the world, and get more above the 
inward ſhame of it alſo; there is but this one way to 
ſuch defirable liberty, that we ſtedfaſtly believe it. 
What made our Apoſtle not aſhamed of the Goſpel 
of CyrisT? He tells us it was this only, that he 
was fully aſſured it was the power of Gon unto ſalva- 
tion to every one that believeth. We muſt grow in 
our belief of it and acquaintance with it; be ſenſible 
we do not believe it enough, or know ſufficiently its 
glories, while we are yet any way aſhamed of it; and 
muſt ſearch deeper into the myſteries of that noble 
work of Gop, by which himſelf is glorified and fin- 
ners ſaved. Look upon it in all its ſufficiency of fal- 
vation, conſider it as the only means whereby your- 
ſelf may be oe, endeavour it may have a more 

ef: ual 
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heart, eſpecially fee that Go in almighty power 
bears witneſs to it by word and deed as a ſcheme con- 

trived before the worlds were made, and to have its 

full effect when they ſhall be no more; and as you 

advance into this certain knowledge of the Goſpel you 

will not be aſhamed of it, but in life and death it will 

be all your deſire and all your boaſt, as the power of 
God unto ſalvation to every one that believeth. 
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How ſhall we gabe if ue neglef fo great 
O U fons and daughters of fallen Adam; 
* nr 

out, who are quickly to return to the duſt 
L out of which you were taken, yet whoſe 
exiſtence muſt be as the days of heaven; you all are 
foon to undergo an important change. You know 
your time is ſhort, you are departing, paſſing over 
the ſtage, and ſhortly to diſappear, your place here to 
what a bubble! the gaieties and enjoyments of it what 
a cheat, the ſupports of it what a broken reed, the 
comforts of it what a vexation, the honours of it 
what a vanity, the wealth of it what a bauble! T= 
death will demonſtrate againſt all who gainſay it; 
death, that cloſes the eyes on every earthly thing, and 
opens them to another, a new, a ſpiritual, an eternal 
ſcene. O what a fight preſents ĩtſelf to the ſoul the 
very moment it leaves the body! who can conceive 
what it ſhall be to go into that new ſtate, where every 
* | i _ 
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viſible thing ſhall be no longer ſeen, neither man, nor 
beaſt, nor houſe, nor ſun, nor earth to be met with? 
A world of ſpirits, nothing but fpirits! How will all 
things then appear! What a glorious object the bleſſed 
Go to the ſaint ; how terrible to the ſinner ! Heaven 
how lovely to the one; hell how dreadful to the other! 
But whither am I carrying you? To views great, 
awful, and intereſting indeed. Who can think of 
them without aſtoniſhment ? Yet they ought to be 
thought of. It is the true buſineſs of life to think of 
them; to think of ourſelves as men ready to die, and 
whoſe work is to work out ſalvation while we live; to 
think of our latter end, and of the eternal things that 
are haſtning upon us, that we may not loſe ourſelves, 
our eternal ſelves, in purſuing the vain, deceitful gra- 
 tifications of time. I am fure Gon has thought of 
them for us graciouſly; and provided a moſt glorious 
ſalvation for us, which he would have the object of 
we may be happy to all eternity. To enforce this 
ſalvation upon you, to plead with. you by the greatneſs 
of it, and by the danger of neglecting it, is my preſent 
deſign from the words read. How ſhall we eſcape if 
„ 4 poeat_ng 


be, The gramels of Goſpel . 


| Second, That we ae u ape negltt it. 
Thirdly, The danger of fo doing. 
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Firſt, Confider the greatneſs of this Goſpe!-ſalva- 
tion: in every view of it great. Its eng, j/ubjed?, 
means, fnlneſs confideretl, a great ſalvation. 

Its end great: namely, the menifelteaien of Ges 
8 The end of all Goy's doings is his 
own glory, the aſcertaining his rights, and diſplaying 
his per fections. So his own glory was the great end 
of ſalvation wrought by the Redeemer ; he meant to 
holineſs, to illuſtrate his wiſtom and power, and to 
manifeſt his infinite good-will. Bleſſed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who preeſtinated ns 
unto the adoption of children by Jeſus Cbriſt to himſelf, 
arcording to the good fleafure of his will, to the praiſe 
F the gary of bis grace (a), of that the praiſe of his 
rate might be magnified. The end of his adopting 
glorify his grace. Our Apoſtle was commiſſioned to 
preach the unſedrchable riches of Chtift, and let all men 
fee what is the fellowyhbip of the myſtery, which from the 
beginning of the wurd bath been bid in Gad. To the 
intent, that now (not to mein only, but even) unto the 
principalities and powers (angelical) might be known 
(and magnified) by (his diſpeiiſations to) be church the 
manifold wiſdom of God (b). This was a great end, 
and gives a wonderful importance to the vaſt tranſ- 
action of man's falvation. Indeed Gov's other per- 


deſign was to do honour to his grace and love. The 
work of creation diſplays and glorifies Gop's power, 
that of providence his wiſdom, and that of vengeance or. 

Vot. II. FT ſinners 


6% Ephef. i. 3,3. |} (6) Erbe 18. 8,9, 10. 
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finners his juſtice ; but that of redemption puts them 
all together, illuſtriouſly ſets forth his juſtice, wiſdom 
and power, while its principal aim is the manifeſtation 
of God's infinite love. And is not that falvation 
great, which is deſigned for ſo great an end, the greateſt 
end that can be, the maintaining Goy's peculiar glory, 
— coma a7 prot 


I Firſt, * The greatneſs of this ſalvation ap- 
+. pears from the ſulject ot it, man. Conſider man 
in a natural ſtate, his nature ſunk into apoſtaſy, de- 
ſtitute of every tendency towards Gon, yea diſpoſed 
to hate him, to hate his being and all his perfections, 
to hate his dominion and law, to hate his providence 
and preſence; and poſſeſſed with all manner of finful 
. tendencies on the contrary part, having in his fallen 
nature the ſeeds-of all manner of ſenſuality, and every 
of treaſon againſt the moſt High, and under the ir- 
reverſible ſentence of the divine curſe : yea by nature 
alſo blind and ignorant yet averſe to be taught, hard- 
ned and ſenſeleſs, therefore careleſs about recovery: 
weak and helpleſs, yet unwilling to be ſuccoured : 
withal a ſubject to Satan's kingdom, open to all his 
devices, and living in the midlſt of every thing pleai- 
ing to the natural heart. To avert the eternal wrath 
fuch a ſinner deſerves, and which the righteous Gop 
will not etherwife in-205 degrre remit, Dy making, 
- ample fatisfaftion to infinite juuſtice; to effect a perfect 
reconciſiation, for fuch a finner with the moſt holy 
GD to rectif corrupt nature, and faſhion again 
man's ſoul to the — of a creature and the con- 

; ſtitution 
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ſtitution of a ſervant, and that in full oppoſition to 
man's natural lords, the devil, the world, and the 
fleſh ; to perfect this work day by day, in contra- 
diction to our ſtrange obſtinacy, wilfulneſs, heedlefs- 
neſa, forgetfulneſs, and ſloth, till the intire image of 
Gop be completed, and ſiuful nature utterly deſtroy- 
ed; nnen 
make this mortal immoral, this corru 
power, his animal ſpiritual ;. to defeat fin and death, 
and hell and devils; fo as that in the day of redemp- 
tion, (to ſay the leaſt) he who was once a finner ſhall 
appear as if he had never ſinned, holy as if he had 


reſpected by the Gon of heaven as if he had 
never offended ; why, firs, what a work is this! to 
greater. So vaſt an undertaking ſurpaſſes the ſtrength 
and capacity of united angels and Ir is 


an enterpriſe too great for any but Gon only; He ſaw 
there was no man, and wondred there was no inter- 


ceſſor : therefore bis arm brought ſalvation unto him, 
and his righleouſneſs it 7. bim (c). 


Secondly, * Great alſo is this ſalvation, in the means 


« of it.” The work was great, ſo were the means. 


| Juſtice, holineſs, and majeſty, all infinite and divine, 
mult be ſatisfied, reconciled, magnified, yet the fin- 
ner muſt be ſaved from wrath, accepted to favour, 
cleanſed from corruption, ſanctified and glorified. Who 
is ſufficient for theſe things? He that undertook the 
work» But to think of the wonderful method he de- 

Cc 2 viſel 

(-) Haiah lix. 16. 
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never been corrupted, alive as if he had never been 
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viſed for the purpoſe! who can forbear crying out at 
the ſight of it, O the depth of the riches both of the 
 <uiſdom and knowledge of God ! how unſearchable are 
bis judgments, and his ways paſt finding out (d). I ſay, 
to think of the means uſed to effect our ſalvation, how 
great the work of ſalvation is repreſented therein. To 
think of Go in Trinity conſulting before the worlds 
were, Let us fave man!” To think of the cove- 
nant of peace then deviſed, ordered in all things and 
fure ; to think I fay of the whole Trinity engaged in 


dis undertaking, of the Father ſending the Son, the 


ring effectual what the Son had wrought; or to trace 
action; to conſider the promiſes from of old that en- 
| gaged for it, the propheſies that foretold it, the va- 
woduced it,. and the whole conftitution of the Fewif 
ſtate that prefigured and led to it; to behold him who 
was in ibe form of God, and thought it no robbery ta 
be equal with Gad, making bimſelf of no reputation, 
taking upon him the form of a ſervant, candeſconding 10 
the likeneſs of men, and being found in faſbian as 4 
man, bumbling bimfelf, and becoming obedient unto 
death, eben the death of the croſs (e). To contem- 
plate the adorable way of faving ſinners by his death, 
operations, how he arreſts and convinces the hearts of 
finners in the full career of ſin and indulgence, makes 
them obedient to the faith in deſpite of the ſtrong 
dings winch pride and love of the world 


the 


(4) Rom. xi. 33. | 0) Philip. i 6, 78 
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the contrary, and daily adds to their graces and ſub- 


together, whereby this ſalvation is wrought, is by va- 
rious degrees to go up to ſtil] higher apprehenſiens of 
the greatneſs of the work. 

Finally, This ſalvation is great in its completeneſs and 
ſulneſs ; it anſwers all the demands of Gop, and all 


bation, and ſays of it as of his other works, I is very 
guad; Ixsus regards it with ſatisfaction and compla- 


cency, and fays, I is fixiſhed ; the Spirit rejoices in it 


as concurrently the work of his hands; angels adore 
and dire to look into it ; believers too take up their 
word and fay, This is all my ſalvation. Juſtice in- 
finite has nothing to gainſay, infinite holineſs makes 
no objection. It ſtops the mouth of unbelief, and 
ſtills the cry of conſcience. It waſhes away fins of 
the moſt ſcarlet dye, and cleanſes the moſt corrupted 
heart. It is peace and joy now, it is glory unfading, 
incorruptible, eternal hereafter. It breaks the bars of 
death, ſhuts the mouth of hell, and 
of heaven, It is all a ſinner can want or wiſh; it is 


all he can deſire or conceive, and ten thouſand times 


more. None of all the rational world but malignant 


devils murmur at it, as it robs them of their ſpoil, 
and ſenſeleſs ſinners only diſregard it. All in this ſal- 


vation is full and complete; nothing can be added to 
itz in time and eternity it is perfect. Every part of 
it is perſect, and the whole is perfect. It perfectly 
glorifies GO, and perfectiy faves man. It has 


brought. earth and heaven together here, and will 


make them one for ever. Like the work of creation 
caty: the nat. member «> is prefolt,, and! the 
Cc 3 whole, 


dues their corruptions ; to lay the whole of the means 


the wants of the finner. Gov beholds it with appro- 


opens the doors 
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whole, as the univerſe, complete. Say then how 
great a falvation is this, which anſwers every purpoſe 
and demand of Gor, and every poſſible need of man! 
O, my friends, have you no hearts to rejoice in this 
grand, complete, and finiſhed falvation ? Shall not 
that which fo amply provides for Gop's glory and 
your happineſs draw forth your gratitude and praiſes ? 

Well, on the whole now IT ſuppoſe you may be 
convinced this is a great ſal vation. EN 
i not be proper /laquite, 


Secondly, Whether we do not neglect it? That none 
regard it according to its real worth and excellence, is 
evident. They who know it beſt and eſteem it moſt, 
and walk after it the moſt ſtrictly, do yet know, love 
and follow it unworthily ; and ſo muſt be faid in a 
degree to neglect it. And theſe wilt need always to 
be Want un mn dy e "ant ths ent Menden 
But the text ſeems rather a warning to thoſe who 
make none or very little account of this ſal vation. 
And therefore that the exhortation afterwards to fol- 
low may be more ſeriouily applied by ſuch as do in- 
deed negle& this ſalvation, and render it uſeleſs to 
_ themſelves, 1 r 
to neglect this ſalvation. 

And this is in genera? to make light of it, as it is 
deſcribed in the parable of the marriage feaſt. They 
whe were bidden took no care to come, They made 
lizht of it and went their way, one 10 his farm, and 
another to bis merchandiſe (f). Every man had ſome- 
wat elle to do, which he liked better, or thought of 
more importance. When 2 man goes on his way, 
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minding his earthly things, not caring about ſalva- 
tion, nor thinking it worth while to be at any great 
pains about it, but paſſing it by as if it were not his 
concern, and putting off the thought of it for a ſea- 
fon, then it is plain he flights and deſpiſes it, and 
mit be etnund > negiht &. 2 


Fir, You neglect this ſalvation, KP TAR, you uſe nut 
due pains to find out your want of it. We all abſo- 
lately want this ſal vation: but it is manifeſt many of 
you are but little ſenſible of the want of it. Now, I 
beſeech you, whoſe fault is this but your own? Why, 
you want it. You know you have not. You have 


not allowed yourſelf time to think of your ſtate,. and 


to ſearch out your fins; you will not retire to medi- 
rate on death and judgment; you do not pray, nor 
read Gon's word with any defire of knowing your 
miſerable condition; and fo you live on in a wilful 
unconcernedneſs about your ſoul. Now what is this 
but neglecting falvation ? | am ſure you would reckon 
zligence, ſhould you act thus in your worldly 
aFairs; and I ſuppoſe none would wonder in ſuch 
caſe ſhould you fall into poverty, 9 
any Ging Tor your coun cxignmes. 


Secondly, men chis n if pow dean 
labour to be acquainted with it. Yeur heart and life 


cauſe you do not know it, and-uſe no pains to know 


| kt, Tou do not ſearch the Seripture yourſelf, nor 


ainiſtry of the word as often as opportunity offers; ſo 
| Cca4 you 
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you remain in ignorance. And is it to be thought 
that this will excuſe you? You cannot think fo your- 
ſelves. Have you not means? And do not you flight 
them? And is not your ignorance owing to that 2 
And whatcan you call this but neglecting falvatipn ?..., 
But another perhaps is ſaying in his heart, I know 


A 
Jet. 


Thirdly, You will be found to neglect this falva- 
tion, if you do not practiſe what you know of it. 
A man may know much, yet dg little: which is the 
ſure way io be beaten with many ſtripes. It is a 
knowledge that proceeds from the head into the 
heart and life which is a ſaving knowledge. Suppoſe 
you kngw you are a finer, yet your heart is not 
humbled to a ſuitable ſenſe of your loſt condition: or 
you know who CnRI5T is, and what he has done for 
Unners, yet do not heartily come tg him to be faved ; 
or tay, yu knaw what the new creature is, but do 
not ſtrive to attain unto it, but go forward in a mere 
iclt-congeited formality z what doth your knowledge, 
rr n 
neglech (has me. Jrvaſenn. y 


Fourthiy, If you do not a 
ell things, you. put a flight upon it, and neglect it. 
Lou neglect it, if you eſteem any thing in the world 
(Wye If any mas come 10 me, and. 
hate not lis father, and mother, aud wiſe, and children, 
and brethren, and jiters, yes and bis etun life, be can- 
nnn Lou ice there muſt be no com- 


| — 
F * MN. 


den Luke xiv. 26. 
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pariſon. CurisT mult be dearer than all; yea and a 
man mult ſet ſuch a value upon him as to be ready 
to part with all things rather than diſgrace Cnhxisr, 
or go without his favour. Now it is no uncommon 
thing I ſuppoſe, that a man would have Curr, 
yet. will retain one thing or other which he will not 
quit for his ſake. He would have part in this great 
ſalvation, but it muff be in his own way, with a re- 
ſerve agaiaſt certain ſelt-denying practices, and world- 
denying duties. What can be plainer than that in 
ſuch caſe this ſalvation is neglected and has a flight 
put upon it? Many are haſty to fay, Lord, I will fal- 
low thee whiter ſanver thou goeſ? 3 but when the mor- 
tifying work comes on, then it is, Lord, fuffer me 
firſt to go and bury my father. Lord, let me firſt go 
hid them farewel which are at home at my houſe (b). 
Such are looking back, and not fit for the kingdom 
of Gop ; for they manifeſtly flight and neglect it. 

And thus having marked out to you who they are 


that neglect this ſalvation, „ 


22 


Wird place, The danger of neglecting fo great fal- 
vation. How ſhall we eſcape, * 5 


Fauſt, nn 
if we neglect this ſalvation? If we flight this falva- 
other way of being —— what 


pagared by Satan in the world, that all ſhall be well 
e mer 
may 


(5) Luke ix. 57, 
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may conceit I know not what of God's mercy, and 
that he will not cauſe to periſh ſo many of his crea- 
tures as muſt periſh if the Goſpel be the only way of 
falvation, and they only ſhall be faved who follow 
that way; I fiy, people may ſuffer their luſts and 
the devil to cheat them at this rate; but after all, 
what ſhall we make of ſuch plain declarations as this 
of the text to the contrary ? Ho ſhall we eſcape 
«« if we neglect ſo great ſalvation?“ As much as to 
ſay, We ſhall never be able to eſcape, there is but 
«« this one way under the fun, and if we will not 
< take this, there is abſolutely no eſcaping for us: 
£/cate ; conſider the very word, it ſuppoſes us in im- 
minent peril, betet with dangers, and flying for our 
lives. And that is the very truth of our caſe; for 
we have ſinned, and curſed is every one that hath 
done fo. Who will ſay he hath not? But Cuzisr 
was made a curſe for us, and if we will fly to him 
for refuge, eſcaping for our lives, the curſe ſhall not 
light upon us; for there is no condemnation to them 
that are in CHRIST Jesvs: but if not, the ſentence 
L 


Bus Say 3 
ſenſe. How ſhall we eſcape? That is, how dread- 
fully ſhall we periſh | Queſtions in Scripture do uſually 
ſhall we eſcape ? It is an argument drawn from com- 
— with the certain puniſhment of thoſe who 

anſgreſſed Meſcs* law; as appears from the fore- 
wing vat ff the word ſpoken by angels was ſted- 
faſt, and every tranſgreſton and di /vbedicnce received a 

ET 
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Juſt recompence of reward, how ſhall we eſcape if we 
neglef? ſo great ſalvation ? If they were ſurely and 
juſtly puniſhed for tranſgreſſing the word ſpoken by 
angels, how much more ſhall we be puniſhed for ſlight- 
ing and diſobey ing this great ſalvation, which at firſt 
began to be ſpoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto 
us by them that heard bim; God alſo bearing them wit- 
neſs ? We ſhall periſh without plea or excuſe in our 
mouths ; we ſhall periſh with a great deſtruction, be- 
cauſe the ſalvation we had neglected is ſo great. He 
that deſpiſed Mſe, law died without mercy, under two 
or three witneſſes. Of how much ſorer puniſhment ſuppoſe 
ve Hall he be thought worthy? How ſhall he die without 
mercy, and under how manifold witnefſes, who has 
deſpiſed and neglected the Goſpel, fo great a falva- 
tion? Be pleaſed only to ſtep forward in your thoughts 
to that day, when the Lord Jeſus ſball be revealed from 
heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming hre, taking ven- 
gence on them that know not God, and obey not the Goſ- 
pel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, It follows, They all be 
puniſhed with everlaſting deſtrufion (i). For what? 
For not cbeying the Goſpel; for neglecting fo great ſal- 
vation. Then the greatneſs of this ſalvation ſhall be 
fully opened to them, and they ſhall be found to have 
added to all their other damning fins this moſt damn- 
ing of all, neglecting and lighting the Goſpel. How 
confounded and afhamed will they then be, when the 
eatneſs of this ſalvation ſhall appear before them, 
and they ſhall be made to fee how the glory of Gop's 
love moved it, and how it was deviſed for the falva- 
tion of finners, what amazing means were found out 
to effect * 


6) 2 TheT i. g. 
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was? Surdy, ſinners, you ſhall wonder and periſh at 
the fight ; and muſt acquieſce in the ſentence, though 
the Judge ſay to you, Thy blood be upon thine own 
« head. Depart from me, accurſed.” 
Surely then we ſhould bethink ourſelves betimes, 
while it is yet to-day, left we fall into this condemna- 
tion. And I beſeech you let us all do it. For why 
will you die? Is it not better for us to live than to die? 
Is not Gov's bleſſing better for us than his curſe, and 
heaven than hell ? We have the means in our hands, 
ſalvation, great falvation, io. great falvation that one 
cannot think of it without aſtoniſhment. Only let us 
ſee if we do not want it. Why the greatneſs of the 
falvation ſhews how very greatly we want it. And if 
we want it, it is ready for us, it waits upon us. Be 
ſure there be no delay any longer, left, while we ſleep, 
the night and the bridegroom come; the day of ſal - 
vation end; and the door of mercy be ſhut againſt 
us: — aches. ou 
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Then Agrippa ſaid uu Paul, Alm this erfuad 
=p Goda. 1 


er Sanne 


3 4 j perſuaded to be a Chriſtian. What a 
r 
0 and a ſtep for- 
ward had brought him into Immanuzt's land, he 
ſhould have ſtopped ſhort ! Doubtleſs fome monſtrous 
form preſented itſelf to his mind that moment, and 
muſt have put on an appearance more terrible than 
hell; or perhaps it wore an enchanting aſpect, and 
feemed more defirable than heaven. He was almoſt 
perſuaded ;, there he ſtopped. When almoſt perſuaded, 
dit was but a little way to be perſuaded altogether : yet 
perſuaſion avail, but to render his condition more in- 
exculable, his miſery more deplorable ? Being but al- 
moſt per ſuadec he had no part in CHRIST ; being 
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almoſt perſuaded, he loſt CHRIS T with peculiar 


What has been may be. Poſſibly Agrippe's cafe 
may be the caſe of ſome of us. We may have been 
almoſt perſuaded to be Chriſtians, but may have wanted 
the heart to be really fuch. The cafe of hardned fin- 
ners, who have no pretence of having done any thing 
for their ſouls, is out of the queſtion. But few, poſ- 
ſibly none, will own themſelves to be of this graceleſs 
character; but will fancy they have ſomething to ſay 
for themſelves, and maintain ſome hope that they 
may do well in another world. So that when I am 
ſpeaking to the almoſt Chriſtian, I ſhall at the ſame 
time neceſſarily take in thoſe who though they have 
never done any thing toward becoming Chriſtians, yet 
will be depending upon falſe foundations. To treat 
———________ 


Firſt, To conſider when we ate zun h perſuaded 
to be Chriſtians. 


| Secondly, When we are but amo}? perſuaded to be 
fo. 


Windy, What hinders thoſe who are almoſt per- 
us conſider then, 


Firſt, When we are entirely perſuaded to be Chriſ- 
tians. It is my endeavour always to ſpeak in the moſt 
intelligible manner, and to bring what I have to ſay 
into a determinate point that may be eaſily ſeen, to 
the end that you may not be puzzled by a variety of 

matter 
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matter and of diſtinctions. Accordingly here, though 
there be a thouſand things which are deſcriptive of a 
real Chriſtian, I ſhall ſpeak only of one, the leading 
principle upon which all the reit turns, and that is a 
renewed will. When a man's will is wrought upon 
to chooſe Gon ſteadily and ꝝniverſally, then he is per- 
uaded to be a Chriſtian altogether. And this is the 
grand matter, and the principal point by which all is 
determined. Let a man go what lengths he will, if 


ſhort and nothing is done. And he that is really 
brought unto Gop has his will ſo f. You muſt 
take ſpecial notice, fixed feadily witn an abiding de- 
termination; not in a ſudden heat, not in haſty wiſhes, 
not in ſudden reſolutions, however fervent they may 
ſeem to be for the preſent, but upon a deliberate 
choice and free conſent; founded upon a diſcovery of 
Gop's excellencies in himſelf, and his right in us, and 


ſoul in ſeeking after Gop ; ſerving him, liking him, 


and endeavouring to be more cloſely united to him. 


And then alſo there is an #niverſa! choice, 
Go in every reſpect as the great good of the foul; 
chooſing him to rule over us, and to make us happy, 
in a preference to and rejection of all idols; choofing 
his wil i as the only rule of our conduct, in oppoſition 
to all our own inclinations, and his favcur as our only 
ſupport and comfort, inftead of all the confidences and 
comforts of this preſent world. 

Nothing I think can be plainer, than that the per- 


fon, whoſe will is thus determined and fixed upon 
God, is a rea! Chriſtian, has had a real change wroug hit 
upon him, and that Gop has put into {uch an one the 


rw 


his will be not brought to fix upon Gop, he ſtops 


proved to be a real choice by the perſeverance of the 
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new beart. I ſay God has put it into him, for this 
choice and change is of Gon's operation. Concern- 
ing which it will be needful to obſerve, that it is ex- 
preſly faid in Scripture, God worketh in us to will (a); 
and that we are born again of the Spirit (b) : which 
turning of the will is effected by a concurrence of the 
mighty operation. The change is wrought by the 
power of Gop, yet he effefts it by means of ſuch 
convincing arguments, that our choice is with the ut- 
moſt freedom and conſent. Firſt; he influences the 
ſinner in a way of perſuaſion, repreſenting to his mind 
the miſery of an apoſtate ſtate, and propoſing himſelf 
to him to be his Gop in ſuch a diſplay of his love- 
linefs, loving-kindnefs, eternity, power, and all per- 
feftion, that the creature ſees there is nothing but va- 
nity and miſery out of God; and all happineſs in him. 
And while God does thus cauſe his glory to paſs be- 
fore the ſinner in the moſt perſuaſive manner, he does 
Gop by a mighty and converting operation. The 
man is dealt with (you fee) as a reaſonable creature, 
and his choice is wrought upon the moſt convincing 
arguments, and with the freeſt conſent, fo that he 
does not loſe the freedom of his will in making choice 
of Gon, though it be Gop that worketh in him thus 
to fix and determine his choice upon ſuch prevailing 

L ou ſee by this time what it is to be perſuaded to be 
a Chriſtian; that ir is ro be wrought upon by the ar- 

to Chooſe Gop, to ſerve and enjoy him ſteadily and uni- 
vetfally; 

(=) Phitip. i. 3. 0 Jahn 1. g. 
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verſally, that is, in an abiding and unlimited deter- 
mination of the will or bears. Paſs we on therefore, 


and men vim ne cr de ctuntd.cep- 
| ſuaded to be Chriſtians.. And this is certainly the 
caſe, when we ftop ſhort of giving up the will and 
heart to Gop in the manner now deſcribed. Where 
this is not, . there is no true Chriſtian; the foundation 
is wanting, all is unſound, and whatever be the ap- 
| pearances, Canis r has no part in us. In general 
therefore it muſt be laid down that a man is but al- 
moſt perſuaded to be a Chriſtian, who is not perſuaded 
and wrought upon to give himſelf unto Gon in the 
ſteady and univerſal renunciation of all idols. Yet a 
man may go a great way in religious matters, who 
never yet attains to a true Change of heart and choice 

th doe ct te cds b an for 
characters as have no tendency towards being Chriſtians 
indeed, and therefore the caſes of the careleſs. finner 
proached to being almoſt perſuaded to be Chriſtians, 
I remark, "IP OOTY 7 pv | 


terrors of conſcience, and dread of Gop's wrath, who 
was never perſuaded to be a Chriſtian. This was the 
caſe of that primitive reprobate Cain ; under the ſenſe 
of Gop's indignation inflicted upon his conſcience, he 
cries out, My puniſoment is greater than I can bear (c). 
A man may have a very hell in his conſcience, (wit- 
4 a a 4 

or. I, 


D d there. 
| be) Gen. iv. 13. 
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there. Such preparatory convictions of conſcience, 
which often lead to a good iſſue under the guidance 
of the Spirit, people do often reſt in and ſtop upon, 
and are never perſuaded to be Chriſtians however much 
or long they have ſuffered under them. 


So, Secondly, A man may go farther, and attain a 
clear and diſtindt knowledge of Goſpel truths, and 
that there is no ſalvation but by the mercy of Gon 
through the merits of Jzsvs Caxnrisr, and yet not be 
perſuaded to be a Chriſtian. Balaam had great know- 
ledge of God. And many will fay at the judgment, 
Have we not propheſied in thy name? which they could 
will anſwer, Depart from me, I know you uot. 


__ affections, when a man is but almoſt a Chriſtian. 
| There is that in ſpiritual things which is very apt to 
move us, eſpecially when they are new, and more fo 
 whenthey are ſet forth in a moving manner. All they 
that ſaw Cn1sT crucified, ſmote on their breaſts, but 
you do not hear any of them were converted till after 
the day of Pentecoſt. There may be affections of joy, 
as in thoſe that received the word with joy, yet by and 
by is time of temptation fell away; and in the Jews who 
for '@ ſeaſon rejaiced to walk in the light of. Jobn's mi- 
niſtry, as was particularly the caſe of Herod, who 
heard bim gladly, and did many things : and there may 
be affections of ſorrow about fin, as in Judas, of whom 
it is ſaid that be repented himſeif; and in Abab, who, 
we are told, humbled himſelf, and lay in ſackcloth, and 
went ſoftly; and in king Saul, who was greatly moved 
at. 
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at David's repeated kindneſs in ſparing his life, and 
faid, I haue ſinned, return, my ſox David: and yet with 
all this joy or ſorrow there may be no good ſtate. 


Feurthly, All this may be accompanied with an 
outward reformation ; a man may for a time, longer 
or ſhorter, forſake the groſs fins he before indulged 
himſelf in, and grow very orderly and decent, when 
yet he falls ſhort of true Chriſtianity. An awakened 
conſcience will do much this way, and prudence may 
lend a hand to it: under the one and other an out- 
ward change may be wrought, when the heart remains 
in the old unconverted ſtate. We read in St Peter of 
ſuch as having eſcaped the pollutions that were in the 
world, through luſt were again intangled therein, and 
overcome (d) and the whole family of Phariſees teſ- 
tify, that the outfide may be made clean when the heart 
& full of rottenneſs. 


And Fifthly, A man may be fo convinced that 
without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord, and that 
there is ſomewhat ſo excellent in the ways of godli- 
neſs beyond thoſe of fin, as to be ſeriouſly withing 
oftentimes that he were holy and godly, and to be 
taking up reſolutions many times of renouncing the 
world. When the glories of Chriſtianity are ſet be- 
fore a man, he can hardly help wiſhing he were a 
Chriſtian, and determining he will be no longer a 
flave to fin : but then, though there ſeem to be ſume- 
thing of the will in this, yet there is no wholeneſs of 
heart in it, and it is but a ſudden blaze that in an in- 
ſtant goes out. When ſuch an one comes to queſtion 
Dd 2 himſelf 


la] 2Pet. ii, 20. 
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himſelf cloſely, and propoſe to himſelf a choice of 
God, and walking with him in his ways, in a re- 
jection of all fin, eſpecially the convenient pleaſing 
boſom-ſin, then the hypocriſy appears, he cannot 
conſent to it, and the unſoundneſs of the double heart 
is made manifeſt. 
So you ſee a man may go a great way, and yet 
fall ſhort of being a Chriſtian. And that he always 
doth, when his will is not, through divine grace, 
upon the perſuaſive arguments of the Goſpel, ſteadily 
knowledge ; whatever touches of joy or forrow he 
may have felt in his affeCtions about ſpiritual things; 
however reformed, regular, and civil his outward 
conduct; and whatſoever ſeemingly good defires he 
may have, and firm reſolutions he may make; yet 
being deficient in the main thing, namely, a will and 
beart determined and fixed upon Go, he is as yet 
but almoſt perſuaded to be a Chriſtian. That Arippa 
had gone the moſt of this length ſeems evident from 
the hiſtory before us; he had conſcience it appears 
from theſe very words; for his knowledge St Paul ap- 
peals to him; he was certainly much affe#ed with 
what the Apoſtle had been repreſenting, he wiſbed he 
were a Chriſtian, he ſaid, Thou haſt almoſt 
me to be one; but there it ſtopt. The Golpel argu- 
ment pleaded ſtrongly, and there was an evident mo- 
tion upon the heart, but he repreſſed the one and the 

other, and remained an almaſt Chriſtian. 
And has not this been the caſe of others as well as 
Azrippa? Say, my friends, have none of you un- 
der the miniſtry of the word found your conſciences 
| greatly 


1 — the _ — 
affections 


to be Chriſtians; and yet but almoſt perſuaded, 
ſuaded 


alas, to this day not prevailed upon to forſake all and 

. c 4 
follow nur? What a pity you fay, that one 
follow Cur — 4 . 5 
ſhorr ? hg opt nh * 
* n 
were 


ſuch as was 
almoſt, and altogether 
this day were both 


the Apoſtle! 
But, Thirdly, You will ſay, what made Agripps 


Chriſtian? 
ſtop, when he was ſo very near being a 


hindred you, 
n 
—.— the world, and of the things IT 
coat hard for his owning Canter, but he 
pratcn,p ated harder He ſaw before why ct the 
— ——— him to; — 
2 only crime was heartily — 
yy he run himſelf into a —_— 
nn. e pe mga en A 
_ he will be no Chriſtian on = _ 
— , for he will not loſe — 
— 3 1 
———— 
| 4 — „* bk a fa- 
* e 
yet to ſave an ning «wee ol 
— — 
ing ſet at 


— . 
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man) and to keep fair with the Fews refers him to the 
judgment of C:/ar. Here you ſee his heart, he was 
a time-ſerver, a man of the world, who at bottom 
conſcience truckle to convenience. Could he be more 
than almoſt perſuaded to be a Chriftian, while he was 
under this worldly bias ? Had he given way to the 
convictions of his own mind and the ſecret workings | 
of divine grace, inſtead of quenching had he cloſed 
in with them, and at once made an honeſt profeſſion 
of the truth of Chriſtianity as he then ſaw it, without 
hearkning to worldly conſiderations, he had been a 
Chriſtian indeed. Here you fee then what ſtops many, 
under the hearing of the Goſpel are ſecretly moved to 
cloſe in with it, from receiving it : they will not, they 
cannot endure to think of parting with their worldly 
reputation, intereſt or caſe; they will not buy Cuxisr 
ſo dear, they diſmiſs conſcience for the time with a pro- 
miſe that when they have a more convenient ſeaſon 
they will call for it again. 

Let this therefore be noted as a moſt certain yet 
tremendous truth, that all, who in the manner de- 
ſcribed have been almoft perſuaded to be Chriſtians, 
and never wrought upon to be really fo, have been 
hindered by the love of fin, by ſome worldly luſt 
which they would not part with, or fome carnal in- 
dulgence which they were determined to gratify. Te 
will not come to me, that ye might have liſe (e), ſays 
our Lord to the Phariſees. Why would they not? 


he was the Cix1sT? No, but becauſe they would not, 
for 


le) Jehn v. 40. | 
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for if they did, they muſt give up their worldly ho- 


nour, intereſt, eaſe and reputation. It is the fame 
caſe with many of you, my dear friends, you will 
not come to Cn iar; it is not through want of con- 
viction that there is ſalvation in none other, but be- 
cauſe if you do, you ſhall be laughed at, reproached, 
have your names caft out, perhaps ſuffer a little in 
your intereſts, or be forced to deny yourſelves a courſe 
of life you have been long accuſtomed to. For theſe 
reaſons you have many a time hitherto reſiſted the 
Goſpel offer, when it has been brought home to your 
reaſons I fear you will ſtill perſiſt in the ſame unhappy 
conduct. You ſee you cannot be Chriſtians indeed 
unleſs you give up your hearts to Gop upon his Goſ- 
pel invitation and ſecret motion. This you have not 
yet done. Will you do it now? Or will you not 
come to CuR1sT for life? With your eyes open will 
you deſperately ſtand out ſtill, and prefer the world, 
a mere nothing, to the living Gop ? How inexcu- 
fable muſt you then be in your own conſciences| or 
how will you anſwer it to your ſouls in another world? 
I would gladly prevail with you to go one ſtep farther 
than Agripte ; and in that view to lay it ſeriouſly to 
heart, whether there be any thing but deſpair out of 
Cnr1sT, and whether there be not infinitely more than 
ve can defire in him. Conſult your Bibles, ſee if any 
man ever went to heaven, but in the way of renoun- 
cing the devil, the world and the fleſh; and if not, 
make this day one vigorous effort for liberty and 


The only farther uſe I would make of this ſubje&t 
is, chat, ſince the very life of Chriſtianity confiſts in 
| S | giving 


brought fincerely to it. | 


diligently feck it; and 


gently improve 


this 


_ Choiſtians. 


if we are, that we may 


it : and that all of us may go beyond 
Sd bs not only almoſt, but altogether 


